Greetings 
from  Pave 

Welcome  to  issue  No.  1 03  of  The 
Coin  Collector.  In  the  last  issue  I  men¬ 
tioned  a  few 
words  about 
Harry  Bass  and 
how  he  began 
collecting  in  the 
1960s,  continu¬ 
ing  for  the  rest  of 
his  life.  Last  year 
and  the  year  be¬ 
fore  we  had  the 
honor  of  show¬ 
casing  his  collec¬ 
tion  and  bringing  it  to  the  auction  forum, 
making  his  prized  pieces  available  to  a 
new  generation  of  enthusiasts. 

Harry  Bass  loved  his  numismatic 
books.  Often  he  spent  hours  looking 
through  old  auction  catalogues,  or  ob¬ 
scure  references,  trying  to  track  down 
a  piece  of  information  of  particular 
interest.  It  has  been  my  observation 
over  the  years  that  the  basic  rules  of 
mathematics  are  violated  when  books 
are  purchased.  1  plusi  normally  equals 
2,  but  1  book  plus  1  coin  can  equal  3 
units  of  enjoyment  and  pleasure.  Books 
compound  the  fascination. 

LuckyyoulToday  in  2001  there  are 
many  more  good  numismatic  titles 
available  than  ever  before  in  the  history 
of  our  hobby.  And,  for  a  few  hundred 
dollars  you  can  build  a  basic  library  that 
will  furnish  weeks  of  enjoyable  reading 
and  knowledge. 

In  the  following  pages  you  will  find 
many  interesting  books  for  sale  (see  the 
last  page)  plus  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
highest  quality  inventory  of  United  States 
coins  in  existence.  Read  our  listings  care¬ 
fully,  pick  out  the  pieces  of  interest,  and 
I  call  Debbie  McDonald  or  Gail  Watson— 
and  before  you  know  it  a  package  from 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  will  be 
arriving  in  your  mailbox.  What  fun!  And, 

I  it  is  our  desire  to  have  our  customers 
remain  with  us  for  their  entire  collecting 
career.  Thus,  we  do  our  best  to  treat 
you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be 
treated.  Along  the  way  we  have  helped 
build  some  of  the  finest  collections  ever 
formed. 

Coin  collecting  has  been  called  the 
world’s  greatest  hobby.  We  agree.  Call 
upon  us  to  enhance  your  enjoyment. 

Q.  David  Bowers,  President 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
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The  Ins  and  Outs  of  an  Early  Engraver — 


Bank  Notes  of  New  England 

The  thousands  of  obsolete  New  England 
bank  notes  issued  between  1830  and  I860  of¬ 
fer  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  unexplored 
fields  for  collectors,  historians,  and  students  of 
engraving.  The  countless  different  illustrations, 
or  vignettes,  represent  some  of  the  finest  en¬ 
gravings  during  this  period. 

One  such  engraver  was  Christian  Meadows, 
known  as  a  fine  craftsman  who  during  his  life 
was  considered  the  most  accofnplished  en¬ 
graver  in  New  England.  Meadow's  early  ap¬ 
prenticeship  was  as  an  engraver  of  bank  notes 
and  dies  for  'W.'W.  Wilson  located  in  Boston. 

His  early  life  before  this  employment, 
around  1846.  is  unknown,  yet  his  later  work 
included  making  prints,  silver-smithing,  and 
decorative  fireanns  engraving.  David  McNeely 
Stauffer's  book  of  American  prints  and  their 
engravers  describes  Christian  Meadows  as  an 
engraver  of  portraits  and  views  in  business  at 
Windsor,  Vennont.  between  1850-55. 

A  Rare  Print 

My  first  discoverv'  of  his  work  was  a  rare 
print  displaying  the  Dartmouth  College  Cam¬ 
pus  signed:  “Engd.  By  C.  Meadows."  The  ori¬ 
gin  of  this  print  is  described  by  a  document  in 
the  Dartmouth  College  library  as  follows; 

We,  the  undersigned,  members  of 
Dartmouth  College,  do  hereby  associate 
ourselves  together  in  joint  partnership  for 
the  purpose  ofpubhshing  an  engraving  to  be 
entitled,  Dartmouth  College,  to  be  executed 
on  copper,  and  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves 
to  defray  all  expenses  that  may  be  incurred 
in  obtaining,  and  to  share  all  profits  that  may 
accrue  from  the  sale  of  the  same,  jointly  and 
equally.  In  witness  thereof  we  have  this 
fourteenth  day  ofjune  in  the  year  of  our  lord 


by  Russell  Easterbrooks 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one. 
set  our  hands  and  seals 
E.T.  Quinby 
Geo.  W.  Gardner 
Charles  Cavemo 


Initial  inquiries  made  in  Boston  by  this  group 
revealed  that  the  best  known  engraver  for  such  a 
project  was  in  a  Windsor,  Vennont  prison  be¬ 
cause  of  a  small  matter  of  couirterfeiting! 

Vennont  prison  records  indicate  Christian 
Meadows  was  indeed  a  prisoner,  number  1 ,348 
and  was  confined  from  June  22.  1850  untilJuK'  4. 
1 853.  His  description  at  that  time  was:  “thirtv’-sLx 
yean  old,  five  feet  eleven  inches  tail,  brown  hair, 
light  complexion,  bom  in  England.” 


Meadows’  Private  Bank  Note  Factory 

Circumstances  regarding  Meadows  im¬ 
prisonment  revealed  the  theft  of  “bank  notes 
and  dies  from  the  plant  of  W.W.  Wilson”  by 
w'hom  Meadows  was  employed.  A  few 
months  later  Meadows  w'as  suspected  of 
passing  counterfeit  “West  River  Bank” 
notes  by  a  cashier  of  a  Wells  River.  Vermont 
bank.  Meadows  was  arrested  some  days  later 
m  Groton.  Vermont  by  a  Caledonia  County 
sheriff.  Evidence  seized  at  his  and  a  nearby 
residence  included:  tw’o  presses,  a  supply  of 
blank  copper  plates  and  three  boxes  contain¬ 
ing  135  dies  of  bank  names  and  bank  note 
v'ignettes.  many  of  which  had  been  stoleti 
from  the  Wilson  plant  in  Boston. 

Wliile  serving  his  sentence  the  “accommo¬ 
dating”  superintendent  at  the  Windsor  prison. 
Henrv'  Harlow,  allowed  Meadows,  in  the 
charge  of  a  guard,  to  travel  to  the  Dartmouth 
College  campus  to  make  drawings,  and  upon 
returning  to  the  prison  w'as  allowed  to  engrave 
the  plate  for  the  print. 

Daniel  Webster 

It  seems  Meadow^s'  finished  print  was 
viewed  by  a  number  of  people  including 
Dr.  John  Walker  of  the  New'  Hampshire 
Agricultural  Society,  who  it  so  happens, 
was  engaged  in  finding  an  engraver  to  do 
the  work  for  the  Society's  diploma.  Upon 
talking  with  Meadows,  the  latter  agreed  to 
perform  the  w'ork.  A  drawing  was  supplied 
by  D.G.  Lamont.  an  artist  who  resided  near 
the  birthplace  of  Daniel  Webster.  Lamont’s 
drawing  included  the  elm  tree  on  the 
Webster  birthplace,  with  the  lettering 
“Webster  Elm”  on  the  trunk.  Once  the  di¬ 
plomas  were  printed,  one  was  sent  to 
(continued  on  page  1  < ») 
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COLONIAL  AND 
EARLY  AMERICAN 
COINS 


Memorable  1760  Voce  Populi  Halfpenny 
1760  Hibernia  Voce  Populi  halfpenny  with  P  below. 
MS-64  BN  (PCC.S).  The  finest  known  only  two  others 
graded  VCi-VF  and  two  graded  EF-4ii  by  PCtiS.  This 
issue  is  known  witli  a  1^  in  front  of  the  portrait  and  also 
with  1'  below  the  portrait  (as  here).  As  a  class,  such  van- 
eties  are  inucli  rarer  than  those  lacking  this  letter.  T.'J.ii  > 
1762-BB  French  Colonies  Sou  Marque.  Breen-(i34.  EF- 
40 . I'W 


Lovely  1776  Continental  Dollar 

1776  Continental  dollar.  Breen-1095.  Newman-3D. 
Pewter.  EG  FECIT.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lovelv.  verc 
appealing  specimen  of  one  of  the  great  classics  in  Amen- 
can  coinage.  E.xceptional  pewter  gray  surfaces  w  ith 
bright  silver  highlights  on  the  outlines  and  motifs — 
among  the  finest  qualiw  examples  we  have  ever  offered. 
Sharp  and  crisp  design  elements  with  lightness  of  defi¬ 
nition  only  at  the  tops  of  NCY  and  bottom  offi  in  the 
date,  and  at  the  opposing  reverse  details.  An  exceptional 

qualiw  example  in  all  respects . 24..5I  n  i 

The  obverse  depicts.!  Mindial  with  the  Latin  inscription. 
FU(  ;R1.  or  "I  fly.”  referring  to  the  rapid  pass.!ge  of  time. 
Below  is  the  notation.  .MINli  YtaUK  BUSINESS. 
Around  the  border:  tXINTINENTAL  tiURRENCY 
and  the  if.ite  i  77fi.  This  motifwas  later  ( 1 7S7)  .idapteil  lor 
use  on  the  Fugio  ci'pper  cent. 

The  reverse  has  interlocking  rings,  each  inscribed  w  ith 
the  name  or  abbreviation  tsfa  state,  w  itii  A.VIERICIAN 
CXaNC  ilLESS  anil  WE  ARE  ONE  at  the  center.  .An  eaiiv 
die  state  with  light  reverse  cracks,  not  nearly  advanced  as 
seen  on  certain  other  examples  of  this  variety. 

The  genesis  of  the  1770  Continental  dollar  is  one  of  the 
invsteries  remaining  among  early  .American  coin  issues. 
The  writer  is  of  the  school  that  this  is  an  authorized 
emission  ofthe  Continental  Congress. iiul  was  intended  to 
replace  the  .S  I  paper  note  (one  with  the  same  obs  erse 
design  had  been  printed,  but  then  iliscontinued — a  gap 
which  might  niilicate  that  the  pewter  dollars  w  ere  useil 
instead).  No  contemporary  legislation,  coinage  lontr.ict. 
or  other  specific  record  has  been  located,  but  s.niie  prob- 
.ibK'  exists — yonu'u'liiiv. 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder-IOL.  EF-40  (PCGS). 
Medium  chocolate  brown  with  somewlwt  glossy  sur¬ 
faces  and  delightful  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  The  first 
coinage  issued  in  the  United  States  to  actually  bear  the 
designation  CENT  (or  H.ALF  CENT  as  on  its  smaller 

brethren) . 995 

.Many  ofthe  dies  ofthe  .Vl.iss.ichusetts  cent  (and  half 
cent)  were  engnwed  by  Jacob  Perkins  of  .Newbutypon. 
.Massachusetts,  whoisalso  well  known  to  philatelists  as  the 
engraver  ofthe  plates  for  the  first  postage  stamp,  the  British 
"Fenny  Black." 

1787  Connecticut  Copper.  M-43.1-Y,  Rarity-2. 

Draped  Bust  left.  EF-45 .  759 

1788  Connecticut  Copper.  M-1  l-tl.  lUarity-2.  Mailed 

Bust  left.  VF-25 . 425 

1786  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris-18-M.  Bridle  variety. 
VF-20  (PCGS).  Deep  chocolate  brown  with  lighter 
high  points.  A  vertical  die  break  that  runs  downward 
from  the  horse's  muzzle  gives  this  popular  variew  its 
interesting  sobriquet . 595 

1786  New  [ersev  copper.  M-18M.  Bridle  varien.'.  U- 

7 . ' . ' . '  1  15 

1787  New  |ersev  Copper.  M-6D.  Raritv-I.  Outlined 

Shield.  VF-2ri.' . ' . 4|9 

1787  New  (ersev  Copper.  M-6-iS.  R.irirv-1.  Large 
Planchet.  VG-lii . 249 

1787  Vermont  Copper.  Bust  Right.  Ryder-14,  Rar¬ 
ity-3.  VF-20 .  559 

1788  Vermont  Copper  Bust  Right.  R-17,  Rarity-4+. 

VF-20 . '.  625 

1788  Vermont  copper.  Bust  right.  R-20.  Rarity- 
3.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces .  895 

1788  Vennont  Copper  Bust  Right.  R-2.5.  Rarir\-2.  VF- 

3ri .  4*9 

1789  Mott  Token.  Thick  planchet.  Breen-PCn.  VF-.iu. 

Some  have  called  this  America's  earliest-dated 
storecard .  479 


Splendid  Kentucky  Cent 

Undated  (c.l792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1155.  Plain 
edge.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
popular  variety;  the  edge  style  usually  seen .  1 .495 


The  “New  Theatre  in  New  York”,  as 
illustrated  in  1797.  In  the  same  era  this 
was  the  motif  on  a  token  issued  in 
England. 


The  Coin  Collecrtor  'k 


Undated  (c.  1792)  Kentucky  cent.  B-1155.  Plain  edge. 
AU-50  (PCGS).  Chocolate  brown  with  a  hint  of  tan. 
Strong  design  details  present  for  the  grade;  C.AUSE  is 
bold  on  the  obverse  scroll,  and  the  states  are  all  fully  vis¬ 
ible  on  the  reverse  stars . 495 


1791  Washington  Small  Eagle  Cent 
A  Perennial  Favorite 

1791  Washington  cent.  Small  Eagle.  Baker-16, 
Breen-1217.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Rich  chocolate  brown 
with  somewhat  glossy  surfaces  and  subdued  lustre  in  the 
protected  areas.  Just  a  few  scattered  marks  are  present, 
none  of  which  immediately  draw  the  viewer's  eye.  .A 
thoroughly  pleasing  example  of.i  classic  issue — one  ofthe 

best-known  Washington  tokens  ofthe  era .  1.495 

Undated  Washington  Double  Head  cent.  B-6,  B- 
1204.  AU-58  (PCGS).  .Attractive  deep  tan  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  plenty  of  gloss  and  lustre.  This  popular  issue  is  more 
apt  to  be  seen  in  heavily  circulated  grades  ofVG  to  VF. 
and  with  noticeable  circulation  and  handling  marks.  The 
present  coin  is  an  exception  to  that  rule.  and.  indeed,  is 
hardly  ever  seen  this  nicel  Mention  a  strong  strike  and  an 
absolute  minimum  of  marks,  and  the  appeal  ofthe  present 
coin  increases  dramatically.  Don't  miss  out  on  this  one. 
for  who  knows  how  long  it  will  be  before  we  can  otter  a 

piece  of  similar  quality . 995 

1795  Washington  Grate  token.  Large  Buttons,  Let¬ 
tered  edge.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rich  deep  chocolate 
brown  faded  from  original  color.  Prices  for 
Washingtoniana.  collected  in  America  as  long  as  there  has 
kvii  collecting  in  America,  are  in  many  cases  lower  in  real 
terms  today  than  they  were  in  the  I87iis.  The  present 
specimen  has  no  doubt  been  preserved  in  numismatic 
c.ibinets  for  most  of  its  life .  1 .195 


A  Selection  of  Bolen  Struck  Copies 
Bolen  copy.  1785  Confederatio  copper,  Inimica 
Tyrannis.  Large  Circle  of  stars.  Kenney-2,  Bolen- 
7.  AU-55.  ,A  truly  lovely  example  of  John  A.  Bolen's 
famous  copy  of  this  classic  American  rarirs'.  Rich  tan  sur¬ 
faces  show  amazing  detail  and  plena'  of  eye  appeal.  One 
of  just  40  examples  produced  in  copper  by  Bolen  circa 
186.1.  these  19th-centur\'  copies  are  regarded  as  highly 
collectible  today.  We  only  see  specimens  of  this  rare  is¬ 
sue  occasionally,  and  we  always  have  multiple  requests  for 

the  occasional  pieces  we  offer . 729 

Jolin  .Adams  Bolen  ( I82fi-|9(i7)  w.ii  perhaps  the  most 
widely  known  and  most  prolific  eiigr.n  erof'struek  copies ot' 
bis  il.iy.  His  pieces  are  .iviilK'  collected  by  specialists  in  the 
token  field  .is  well  as  collectors  of  colonial  coins,  .iiiil  the 
demand  for  t|ii.ility  specimens  never  lessens.  In  .SniirL'  C.'iip- 
ic.'  ot  Ainau\in  Coiih  (1952).  author  Richard  I).  Kenney 
noted  the  following  sentiments  from  Bolen  regariling  his 
struck  copies:  "1  has'c  been  infornieil  that  they  h.u  e  been 
svoni  or  nibbed  and  made  to  look  old.  then  sold.isgeniiiiie. 

I  spent  .1  great  deal  of  time  on  them:  on  one  I  worked  from 
.1  geiuiine  coin,  on  the  others  from  s  eiv  fine  electrotvpes. 
They  are  all  quite  scarce  now .  Thev  were  not  a  financial 
success  to  me." 

The  mintage  figures  have  been  published  in  various 
places,  iiieludiiig  by  Bolen  himself,  but  in  general  they  are 
not  accurate — as  Bolen  apparently  lost  track  of  how  many 
he  made,  and  in  some  instances  .iihiitioiial  pieces  were 
made  by  others.  In  general,  all  Bolen  pieces  are  scarce,  and 
some  are  very  rare.  Howes'er.  many  are  not  quite  .is  rare  .is 
the  published  mintage  figures. 

Bolen  copy.  1785  Confederatio  copper,  Inimica 
Tyrannis.  Small  Circle  of  stars.  K-3,  B-8.  AU-55. 

Deep  tan  with  lustre  and  dsniamie  eye  appeal.  A  definite 
pleaser  where  overall  appearance  is  concerned.  .Another 
popular  rarity  from  the  hand  of  John  A.  Bolen,  one  of4i  i 
copper  examples  ofthe  variew  produced  circa  1 863.  Rare 

and  a  pleasing  adjunct  to  the  above  variety . 729 

Bolen  copy.  1737  Higley  copper.  Three  Hammers. 
K-4,  B-10.  MS-63  RB.  Copper.  .Another  pleasing 

specimen  of  this  rarity . 695 

Edwards  copy  from  Bolen  dies.  1737  Higley  copper. 
Three  Hammers.  K-4,  B-10  for  type.  MS-65.  Brass. 
.A  copy  in  brass,  struck  by  Dr.  F.S.  Edwards  from  the  dies 
sold  to  him  by  Bolen.  .An  unusual  issue,  a  copy  ofa  copy! 

Rare . 545 

Bolen  copy.  1787  Excelsior  copper,  George 
Clinton.  K-8,  B-37.  MS-60  BN.  Copper.  A  shaip 
and  delightful  medium  brown  specimen  of  another 
popular  Bolen  rarity.  G)ne  of  49  copper  examples 
struck  by  Bolen  circa  1 869.  A  pleasing  rarity,  perhaps 
a  bit  consers'.itis'ely  gi'.ided.  but  certainly  priced  to  yield 

a  good  value  at  .  I .  I.5(  i 

Bolen  copy.  1787  Excelsior  copper.  Liber  Natus 
Libertatem  Defendo.  K-10,  B-Mule  12.  AU- 
55.  Brass.  Lustrous  olive-gold  with  richer  toning 
on  the  high  points.  .A  delightful  example  of  this 
Bolen  raritv.'one  of  only  five  examples  said  to  have 
been  struck  in  brass.  The  overall  quality  and  ex¬ 
treme  rarity  ofthe  issue  add  up  to  a  grand  value  at 

our  asking  price  of . 725 

Bolen  copy.  1787  Excelsior  copper,  Neo  Eboracus. 
K-11,  B-Mule  13.  MS-63  BlB.  Copper.  Warm 
brown  with  much  red  brightness  in  the  protected  ar¬ 
eas.  A  great  rarits'  from  the  Bolen  series,  one  of  just  fi\'e 
pieces  said  to  have  been  struck  in  copper  ot  this 
muling,  although  we  suspect  more  were  made.  The 
1787  EXCELSIOR  copper  with  eagle  facing  right  is 
the  obverse  of  this  rarits'.  while  the  NEO 
EBOICACUS  with  e.igle  is  the  reverse .  795 


HALF  CENTS 


Attractive  1793  Half  Cent  4 

1793  Breen-2,  Cohen-2.  'VG-8  (FCXIS).  Pleasing  me¬ 
dium  brown  with  a  tew  light  scratches  from  iiearh'  two 
centuries  ago.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  as  .ilwas's.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  rotated  about  4.5’ . 2.99,5 


February  5,  2001 


Pleasing  1793  Half  Cent 

1793  B-3,  C-3.  'VG-8  (PCGS).  Nice  old-time  surfaces. 
A  lovelv  example  of  our  first  half  cent  issue,  struck 
during  the  summer  of  our  .Mint's  first  year  ot  opera¬ 
tion .  2.995 

.Most  1 79,s  li.ilfceiits  were  struck  in  July,  with  deliveries 
dated  Jills  2n  and  July  2(i.  179.5.  .An  additional  quantity 
were  delivered  by  the  coiner  to  the  .Mint  treasurer  on 
September  1 8.  1 79.5. 

1826  B-1,  C-1,  MS-63  BN  (PCGS),  Fabulous  color  and 
surfaces . 795 

Gem  Proof  1831  Half  Cent  Rarity 

1831  B-2.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  ofthe  "First  Restrike  "  1 83 1  halt  cent,  with  the 
reverse  of  1 836.  This  s  ariers'  is  only  known  in  Prtiof 
quality.  tSf  the  few  that  exist,  nearly  all  are  of  consid¬ 
erably  lower  grade  and  eye  appeal  than  the  sparkling 
gem  offered  here.  This  variety  was  struck  after  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  /S.M  Proof  half  cents  sharing  the  same  rc- 
ivr.sf  die.  The  latter  coins  were  considered  t  'Irigiiials. 
and  were  actually  struck  in  1836 . . .  24.9.5(1 

The  1 8.5(1  dated  coins  have  perfect  reverse  dies  while 
these  18.51  restrikes  li.we  .1  cracked  reserse  die.  In  liis 
t‘/ii')r/(i;H'(/i,ni/'l  'iiiud Holl'Coiih.  author  W.il ter  Breen 
listed  26  c.xaniples  Iroiii  this  die  pair;  however,  w  e  suspect 
some  of  these  ni.n  have  represeiiteil  duplication,  w  ith 
perhaps  just  2o  distinct  examples  known.  In  .uldition.  he 
listed  nine  tfrigiiials  m  Proof  .iiid  .inoflier  ti\e  Second 
Restrike  examples,  bringing  the  total  Proof  population  ot 
this  date  to  Just  iwer  .50  coins. 

file  collecting  of  Proof  lialfceiits  ofthe  r.iritv  years  is  an 
iiiterestiiig  pursuit.  While  all  .ire  tiiirlv  expeiisii-e.  m  terms 
oftlieir  absolute  rarits'  they  are  prii  ed  much  less  than  better 
known  I'.irieties  in  other  series.  A  l  omplete  date  set  ot  such 
pieces  woLiIil  include  18,51.  I8.5(,.  I.S4o  through  1848, 
1849  Small  Date,  and  1852. 

1832  B-3.  C-3,  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lovely  mahogany  and 
tan  surfaces  with  splashes  of  darker  brown.  A  pleasing. 


f'ullv  lustrous  example,  for  the  rvpe  collector . 439 

1833  B-1.  C-1,  MS-61  BN . . 295 


1834  B-1 ,  C-1.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Medium  brown  with 

splashes  of  darker  brown  and  oli\'e.  Struck  from  clashed 
dies,  lending  interest  (we  endeavor  to  mention  such  fea¬ 
tures  as  we  see  them,  although  the  certification  services 
do  not) . 289 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Sharplv  struck  with 

lustrous  dark  brown  obverse.  The  reverse  is  lighter  tan 
with  iridescent  highlights . 595 

1855  B-1.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  sur¬ 
faces.  Weak  obverse  and  reverse  borders  are  typi¬ 
cal  of  this  issue.  An  ideal  example  to  consider  for 
your  type  set .  1 .295 

1855  B-1  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Medium  brown  and  olive 
iridescent  highlights . 595 


LARGE  CENTS 


1798  Sheldon-166.  Second  Hair  Style,  Large  8.  VF- 

25.  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  dark  brown  specimen  of  this 
popular  date  and  variety.  The  so-called  Wliiskor  I  '.iri- 
cf)',  from  a  tiny  hair-like  die  defect  under  Miss 
Liberty's  chin.  The  res’erse  has  a  Ileal'S'  die  crack  from 
the  fraction  cun'ing  through  the  left  branch  to  E  of 
UNITED.  This  is  common  to  all  known  examples  of 

this  varieri' .  1.195 

1802  S-229.  EF-45  (PCC.S).  Pleasing  well-centered 
surfaces.  Dark  olive-broii'ii.  A  I'eiy'  difficult  die  v.iri- 
eti'  in  this  condition.  A  rare  early  die  state.  The  reverse 
die.  w  hich  was  combined  w  ith  four  different  obi'crse 
dies,  is  instantly  identified  by  the  broken,  or  incom¬ 
plete  ribbon  bows  directly  below'  CENT .  1.195 

tlRDER  IT  TDD.AY.  ENJllY  IT  TtXMORROW! 

Rciiuest  our  oi'eniiglir  wn'ice:  free  on  com  orilers  ot  .8.5i  i(  i 
or  more,  just  .8  In  fororden  below-  tli.u  aiiioum.  In  dm  w.iv 
that  \peei.il  com  i.m  be  in  lourliaiiib Just  iiours  r'rom  iiow'I 

Popular  and  Choice  1820/19  Overdate 
1820/19  Newcomb-3.  Small  Date.  AU-58  iNGC). 
Lustrous  light  brown  surfaces  with  hints  of  red  and 
faint  blue  patina.  Popular  oi'erd.ite  crossing  two  de¬ 
cades .  1 .451 1 

Throe  iliffereiu  oi'erd.ue  i.ineties  exist  f'or  coiii.ige  of 
I82n.  These  tliree  oi'erd.ites  are  each  li'om  .i  ililVereut  die 
pair,  with  three  overdated  obverse  dies  combined  with 
three  dil'ferem  reierse  ilies. 

1820  N-13  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN,  (PCGS).  Sharplv 
struck  w'ith  highly  lustrous  tan  surfaces  accented  b\'  pale 
blue  toiling,  .Among  Randall  Hoard  I'arieties  from  1 8 1 (i 
to  I82n.  this  die  varieti'  is  the  most  sharplv  detailed,  a 
wonderful  candidate  for  the  ti'pe  collector .  1 .295 

Attractive  1823  Restrike  Cent 
1823  Restrike.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  in  most  ar¬ 
eas,  with  attractii'e  light  brow  n  toning.  .A  s  en'  high  qual¬ 
ity  specimen  of  this  fascinating  coin — a  v.irieiv  born 
under  unrecorded  circumstances  in  the  early  I  Soils,  .md 
which  funiished  the  subject  for  .i  talk  by  our  ow  ii  Mark 
Borckardt  at  the  American  Numismatic  Societi 's  t  oiii- 
age  of  tile  Americas  Gonference  a  few  ve.irs  ,igo.  This 

example  is  from  a  veiy  late  die  state .  1 .695 

1826  N-7  MS-62  BN  (PL!GS).  .Attractive  light  t.iii  with 
splashes  ofiLirker  brown.  Hints  oforange  may  be  seen  on 

the  reverse . ' .  1.19.5 

1837  N-10.  Head  of ’38.  MS-65  BN  ( PUGS  i.  ( iorgeous 
olive-t.ni  surfaces  with  chestnut  highlights.  Goiisiderable 

aesthetic, ajspeii .  i.|95 

1837  N-3.  Head  of ’38.  Plain  Hair  Cord. MS-64  BN 

(PUGS-).  Lustrous  brown . ~~5 

1848  N-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGSl.  Lustrous  dark  brow  n  sur¬ 
faces  with  splashes  of  lilac,  gold,  and  iridescent  toning. 
Bases  of  18  are  recut  below . 595 


1851  N-2.  MS-65  BN  (NGC),  Lustrous  olive-brow  n  sur¬ 
faces  with  considerable  orange  mint  lustre . 975 

1855  N-4.  Upright  55.  MS-66  BN  (NGC),  Sharply 
struck  with  satiny  dark  brown  lustre  and  traces  oforange 

on  the  reverse . 1 .295 

1857  N-1.  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  lustrous  olive-brow  n  surfaces.  Considerable 
orange  lustre  is  visible,  especially  on  the  reverse.  An  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  our  last  circulation  strike  large  cent 
issue . 995 


Indian  Head  Cents 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bright  even  golden  bronze  with 
excellent  lustre  and  choice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 
Full  cartwheel  and  a  pleasing  look  make  this  a  prime 

specimen  of  this  one-year  ty  pe  coin . 925 

l  rbverse  w  iili  Indian  portrait  ,is  first  produced  in  pattern 
I'oriit  111  1858  (ill  w  Ilk'll  year  the  date  logotype  w  as  arranged 
w  ith  the  numerals  in  a  straight  line;  on  the  eireul.itioii  strike 
issues  of  1 859  the  date  is  arringed  in  .m  are  or  euri'e).  The 
reierse  ofthe  1859  Indian  cent  has  a  laurel  or  olive  (both 
desigiiatioiis  were  used  in  .Mint  eon'espondenee)  wreath. 

1 861 1  MS-64.  Lustrous .  329 

COMING  YOUR  WAY!  Some  really  interesting  is¬ 
sues  ofthe  Riin-Ctoin  Rei’/eie.md  ThoCtoiii  Cii/Zeetiirarein  the 
works,  plus  lots  of  informatioii  on  our  Internet  site  (sur- 
leied  b\  Lieos  in  1999  and  found  to  be  one  of' the  most 
iiiterestiiig  ill  existence!).  Be  sure  your  subscription  is  up  to 
date,  so  as  not  to  miss  a  single  one!  .Aiiii.  some  really  notable 
.luetioii  catalogues  w  ill  be  arrii'ing  in  your  mailbox,  too. 

1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  Full  lustre  and  subtle  toning  give  tliis 
piece  excellent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  Add  this  date  to 
I'our  set  or  upgi'ade  vour  pmsent  specimen  for  ..  1.175 

1864  Bronze.  MS-6.5  RB  (NGC).  E.xcellent  cartwheel 

lustre  w  ith  bright  mint  red  iiielloived  lightly  in  the 
center  ofthe  coin.  All  details  are  fully  stnick  and  the 
eye  appeal  would  be  difficult  to  match  ivith  a  coin 
graded  even  higher.  A  lovely  gem .  359 

I8()6  EF-49.  Mediuin  tan  surface .  299 

1867  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Bright  mint  red  dominates 

W'ith  inteniiittent  faded  color.  E.xcellent  lustre  and  im¬ 
peccable  eye  appeal;  tiiis  coin  ii'ould  improve  almost 
any  set  of  Indian  cents .  595 

We  belici'c  that  there  is  a  tremendous  aniouiit  of  lu/iie 
among  coins  ilcsign.ited  as  "RB" — for  "red  ami  brown." 
This  is  because  pieces  designated  "RD"  (full  red.  altliougli 
iiia/ii’c  would  be  a  better  term)  are  appealing  to  those  who 
feel  thev  want  the  finest  qualiti'.  Hoivever.  connoisseurs  of 
the  Indian  cent  senes  bas  e  realized  that  there  arc  many  RB 
I'oms  that. ire  nicer  ill  terms  ofic<i6yiia/i()'  than  those  marked 
RD.  The  Proof  is  in  the  seeing. 

1868  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Beautiful  chocolate  brown 

faded  from  mint  color  mixed  w  ith  mottled  red.  Ex¬ 
cellent  eye  appeal  and  lustre  for  this  low-mintage  In¬ 
dian  and  unlikely  to  remain  long  at  .  529 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  broil'll.  925 

Enticing  Gem  1870  Cent 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  mint  red  with  choco¬ 

late  brown  and  unbroken  lustre.  One  ofthe  "semi¬ 
key"  Indian  cents  and  quite  difficult  to  find  in  .Mint 
State,  let  alone  ivith  this  much  visual  appeal.  A  very 
nice  cent .  1,495 

1871  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Deep  chocolate  brown  and 
I'iolet  ivitii  blushes  of  red.  Fulli'  struck  and  brilliantly 
lustrous,  this  cent  is  choice  for  its  assigned  grade.  The 

1871  and  1872  are  second  after  the  famous  1877 
among  cents  of  this  decade.  Oi'er  a  period  of  years  iie 
believe  w  e  hai'e  had  feiver  pieces  dated  1 87  I  than 

1872  .  1.395 

1872  F-12  (.ANACS).  Attractive  medium  brown  sur- 

fices .  299 

1874  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  with  a  halo 
of  mint  red  at  the  peripheri' .  579 

1874  MS-(i3  RB  (NGC)  Lustrous  and  glossy  red  and 
broil'll  W'ith  I'eix'  nice  visual  appeal  for  the  grade. 2.39 

1875  MS-65  BN'(NGC) . .". . 635 

Lovely  Gem  1876  Cent 

1876  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  79'’n  red  with  light  copperi' 

green  faded  from  color.  A  beautiful  and  lustrous 
specimen  of  this  iinich  sought  after  Indian  cent  date 

rarity' .  1.495 


Full  Red  Proof  1877  Cent 
1877  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  orange-red  w  ith 
reflective  surfaces.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this  key 
date  among  Indian  cents,  one  that  would  fit  nicely  in 
.1  high-grade  set  or  stand  alone  as  a  remarkable  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  and  rare  issue .  5.99.5 

riliN  Is  rlio  il.iie  in  the  Indian  cent  ■.cries — head  and 
shoulders  aboie  .my  other  issue  in  teniis  of  elusiviry. 
Regarding  Proofs,  the  number  struck  is  not  known,  and 
I'.iriousrefei'eneesh.iie  stated  the  figure  as. 5  1 9  (the  number 
ot  .iVrri  coins  struck  this  year,  with  the  .issumptioii  that 
copper  I'oiiis  were  made  in  like  quantity)  upward.  Otir 
fecltiig  is  that  perhaps  1.25"  were  iiiaile.  more  or  less,  tlf 
those,  many  li.iie  stiffereil  damage  or  h.ue  simpli'  disap- 
pc.ired,  V\  c  im.igine  that  no  more  than  399  or  4oii  coins 
exist  111  .ill  of  iitiinismatics  can  be  called  true  Proof-ti4  or 
finer  tod.ii .  Coiisidcrmg  the  tame  and  demand  for  this 
com.  here,  indeed,  is  a  most  itiiport.int  ofteimg. 

Desirable  AU  1877  Cent 
1877  AU-50  lPC(  IS).  Pleasing  mediuin  broil'll  with  subtle 
higlihghts.  Lightly'  circulated  but  atmictii'e  specimens  of 
the  1877  cent  are  in  high  demand — and  h.ive  been  as 
long  as  collectors  h.ii'e  been  draw  n  to  the  Indian  cent 
series!  We  expect  this  one  to  find  .i  happy  home  with  a 

collector  w  ith  a  discriminating  eye .  1 .995 

1877  F-15.  Glossy'  chocolate  broivn  surfaces  and  great 
ey  e  appeal  for  the  grade.  .A  choice  specimen  of  this 
.ividiv  sought  kei .  995 
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This  &  That 

CONSUMER  REPORTS  has  lots  of  interesting  inforrhation  including  comments  about 
illogical  or  improbable  advertisements.  The  latest  issue  reproduced  one  for  a  product  called 
vegetarian  chicken  noodle  soup!  Also  there  was  an  offer  for  America  Online  which  gave  500 
hours  of  free  Internet  time,  but  it  had  to  be  used  in  a  month.  There  are  only  744  hours  in  a 
31  day  month,  the  Report  concluded,  so  you  better  not  do  much  sleeping  and  take  no 
bathroom  breaks.  Product  liability  advice  is  everywhere,  and  the  same  issue  also  showed  a 
disclaimer  on  a  chair  stating  that  “this  product  may  also  cause  harm  if  eaten  or  used  as  a 
floatation  device.” 

•  •  • 

WHAT  IS  THE  “BEST”  LOGOTYPE  IN  THE  WORLD?  Apparently  this  question  was 
posed  to  a  “worldwide  jury  of  experts  in  the  world  of  art  and  communication,  architecture 
and  design,  to  select  the  best  logo  of  the  century."  The  answer  is  something  we  never  would 
have  guessed,  this  according  to  a  full  page  advertisement  in  a  recent  issue  of  Business  Week: 
“Their  overwhelming  answer,  Bibendum,  or  the  Michelin  Man  as  he  is  known  throughout  the 
world.”  We  had  never  even  heard  of  “Bibendum"  before.  I  guess  we  have  to  be  more  aware! 

•  •  • 

PASSING:  We  read  with  regret  that  Gaylord  Carter,  well  known  organist,  died  at  the  age 
of  95  on  November  2, 2000.  Years  ago  when  we  lived  in  California,  we  spent  many  Saturday 
nights  at  the  Bijou  Theatre  in  the  home  of  Richard  C.  Simonton  on  Toluca  Lake  in  North 
Hollywood.  Dick  Simonton,  who,  among  other  things,  was  a  principal  in  Muzak  and  owner 
of  the  Delta  Queen  riverboat,  was  a  fine  friend  for  many  years,  and  his  family  still  keeps  in 
touch.  Gaylord  Carter  was  the  main  organist  on  Saturday  night,  although  others  would  play 
from  time  to  time.  Every  once  in  a  while,  an  entertainment  personality  would  come  by. 
Gaylord  Carter  also  played  radio  background  music  for  Amos  ’N  Andy,  The  Packard  Show,  and 
many  other  programs. 

•  •  • 

CHANGING  TRENDS:  We  received  a  catalogue  the  other  day  from  a  firm  called 
“Hooked  on  History,”  which  prompted  us  to  consider  that  the  use  of  the  word  “hooked”  in 
various  titles,  company  names,  etc.,  is  not  as  popular  as  it  used  to  be.  Similarly,  the  name 
“Connection”  in  various  company  titles  doesn’t  seem  to  be  particularly  popular  now.  And, 
this  short-lived  “dotcom”  is  part  of  a  company  name  which  now  seems  to  be  about  the  worst 
thing  one  can  have  on  a  letterhead! 

•  •  • 

EFFICIENCY:  “American  Airlines  spends  less  than  10  cents  to  create  an  e-ticket 
compared  to  $12  for  a  paper  version.”  (USA  Today) 

•  •  • 

WHO’S  ON  FIRST?:  Er,  who  claimed  his  victory  first?  In  a  recent  issue  Fortune  magazine 
reminded  readers;  “You  heard  it  here  firsts:  We  dubbed  Bush  president  21  months  ago.”  It 
seems  that  on  March  29, 1 999,  Fortune  pictured  our  now  new  prez  on  its  cover  with  the  title, 
“President  Bush?”  In  the  same  recent  issue  Fortune  gave  its  “Annie  Oakley  Target  Practice 
Award”  to  e-Bay  CEO  Meg  Whitman,  “who  keeps  hitting  earnings  targets  while  everyone  else 
misses  his  [sic]  mark.” 


1877  VG-10  (N(1C).  SiiuHitli  brown  Mirljces  Jiid  ex¬ 
cellent  eye  .ippejl  for  the  i;r.ule  le\’el.  (Uossy  and  at¬ 
tractive . . 

1877  G-6  (PC(  iS).  Chocolate  brown  and  ver\'  pleasing 

for  the  grade.  With  all  of  the  indignities  Livished  upon 
most  coins  ot  this  grade,  it  is  remarkable  that  this  piece 
survived  its  time  in  circulation  with  such  nice  visual 

appeal .  4‘fT 

1878  MS-64  RB  (PCCS).  Fully  stnick  and  outstandingly 

lustrous,  this  piece  is  mostly  bright  mint  red  with  only 
light  lading  to  a  pleasing  brown  in  the  left  obverse  field. 
An  exceptional  qualiw  specimen  of  this  scarce  date.  The 
year  1878  marks  the  final  Philadelphia  issue  which  to¬ 
day  is  considered  to  be  luimismaticallv  elusive.  Among 
extant  1878  cents,  few  at  the  MS-t)4  level  can  equal  the 
qualiu-  of  the  piece  otfered  here .  67.S 

1879  .VlS-64  13N  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lots  of  red  vis¬ 
ible .  189 

Ik'giiiniiig  witli  this  ye.ir  it  is  a  do-.ible  cli.illenge  to  put 
together.!  complete  run  ori’hil.ulelphi.i  .Mint  Indian  cents 
by  date.  .Mthough  stnne  .ire  scarcer  tiian  otliers.  .ill  are 
readily  available  in  cluiice  gratle.  as  hereolfereil.  aiul  for 


reasonable  prices. 

1882  MS-()2  UN.  Lustrous  brown .  79 

1884  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red .  .5.19 


An  exceptional  specimen  with  mint  ro/.  per  consvii- 
tionai  nomenclature,  but  in  all  instaiK  essuch  pieces slioukl 
be  called  mint  eiiiiiec. 

1885  MS-65  BN.  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium  brown 
with  generous  amounts  of  mint  red  in  the  protected 
areas  of  legends  and  devices.  A  vere  pleasing  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  elusive  single  date  of  the  dec.ide. 

A  I'liicl  for  the  advanced  collector .  595 

1885  MS-64  RD  INGC).  Urilliant  red.  A  splendid 
specimen  with  nearly  full  original  color.  Quite  elusive 

in  the  context  of  coins  of  this  decade .  775 

1885  MS-64  UN  (NGC).  Pleasing  medium  brown  with 
nice  lustre  and  lots  o(  red  near  the  date  and  peripher¬ 
ies.  Lots  of  s'alue  at  this  level,  in  our  opinion.  ..  229 
1888  MS-64  RH  (PCGS).  Red  dominates  medium 
brown  with  e.xcellent  lustrous  cartwheel.  Nice  and 

attractive .  299 

1 888  MS-64  UN.  Shaiply  struck  and  vets’  lustrous.  Lots  of 
red  adheres  to  the  penpheral  legends  and  desices.  1 75 
1891  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Uright  mint  red  merges  into 
pleasing  old-time  bross  n.  E.xceptional  lustre  and  s'ers' 

attractis’e .  149 

1895  Proof-65  RX)  (PCGS).  Full  mint  red  with  heavily 
miiTored  surfaces  and  subtle  old-time  multicolored 
toning  on  the  res-erse.  Seeing  this  coin,  it  is  not  diffi¬ 
cult  to  imagine  what  a  Proof  set  might  have  looked 
like  on  the  dav  ofissue.  A  splendid  example — we  ss  ish 
the  tiolitjr  that  shared  its  case  for  many  years  were  still 
around!  The  ads'anced  buyer  will  find  that  this  1895 
Proof  Indian  cent  is  indeed  exceptional  in  qualiry — 
with  \-er\’  few  similar  pieces  as’ailable  in  the  market 

now  or  anticipated  anytime  soon .  1  ..5.5l ) 

1 91 II I  Proof-64  RB.  (PCGS).  Bright  and  reflective  mint 
color  barely  faded  in  areas,  with  the  reverse  retaining 
nearly  full  red.  A  nice  specimen  of  this  centuiy-old 
Proof  A  ijiittliry  that  bespeaks  rants-.  Most  at  the  Proof- 

64  level  are  not  nearly  this  nice .  395 

1 91 13  MS-64  ILB  (PCCrS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. 79 
19(17  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  with 
mostly  red.  The  most  plentiful  date  in  the  Indian  cent 
series,  not  rare,  not  even  scarce,  hut  certainlv  attrac¬ 
tive!  . ' .  99 

191)7  F-12.  Smick  5"/ii  off  center  (PCGS).  An  ints-rest- 
ing  coiwersation  piece,  a  curious  mint  error.  ...  225 

Phenomenal  Full  Red  1908-S  Cent 

1908- S  MS-66  RD.  (PCGS).  Bright  mint  red  with  a 

pleasing  light  "woodgrain"  effect  and  beautiful  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre.  Fully  struck  and  exhibiting  ideal  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  One  of  the  most  difficult  dates  in  the  series  to 
locate  in  a  nice  Mint  State  specimen;  in  fact,  the  present 
com  is  a  candidate  for  finest  known  as  PCGS  has  certi¬ 
fied  none  finer.  A  prize  for  the  specialist  in  the  Indian 
cent  series  and  a  coin  for  which  many  collectors  lias’e 
hkely  searched  for  years  without  success .  4.995 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  with 
highlights  of  red .  79 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-64  RB  (NCG).  Lustrous  brown 

with  a  lot  of  red.  Lowest-miiitage  issue  in  the  Indian 
series .  945 

1909-S  Indian.  F-12  (PCGS).  A  nice  "middle  grade" 
specimen  of  this  American  classic;  ven’  pleasing  de¬ 
tail  and  eye  appeal  but  still  only .  525 

Lincoln  Cents 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  BrillLint  red.  .  145 
1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-55  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

brown . 895 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30  (NGC).  Smooth  medium 
brown  and  vers'  pleasing  to  the  eye.  This  coin  was 
likely  plucked  from  circulation  in  the  1920s.  allowing 
for  the  wear,  and  carefully  preserx’ed  since  that  time. 
A  splendid  example  that  will  be  the  highlight  ot  a  nice 

circulated  set  of  Lincoln  cents .  635 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown 
with  excellent  \nsual  appeal.  A  superb  specimen  for  the 
grade.  Vers’  scarce  in  proportion  to  the  fantastic  demand 

for  coins  of  this  famous  s  arietx’ .  635 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-25.  Medium  brown  and  choice, 
with  glossy  surfaces  and  few  marks  for  the  grade.  A 

channing  specimen  ot  this  coveted  rarits’ .  615 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-20  (ANACS).  Nice  light  brown 

with  golden  highlights.  The  letters  V.D.B.  are  well 
struck  and  bold  and  this  piece  is  a  splendid  specimen 
overall.’li  nice  representative  of  the  VF-2II  grade.585 

19|(l-S  AU-,53 . ‘ .  62 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  red.  Quite  elu- 
sis-e  in  this  grade,  and  generally  found  on  the  market 

one  com  at  a  time .  .5)15 

191 1-D  AU-.53 . ."72 

1914  AU-5(l .  29 

1915  Proof  Cent  Rarity 

1915  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Imprs-ssive  mint  color 


faded  to  light  orange  and  rose  to  visual  appealing  ef- 
tect.  Veiy-  rare  in  this  grade — nireven  close  to  it!  A  fiiul 
tor  the  connoisseur  and  spc'c-i.ihst  and  a  lovely  addi¬ 
tion  to  any  collection .  2.895 

1916-S  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Choice  chocolate  brow  n 
with,  much  red  and  an  excellent  full  strike.  A  su¬ 
premely  attractive  specnneii  of  this  issue,  w  hich  is 

nearly  impossible  to  find  this  fine . 995 

1918  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brow  n . 37 

1918  IV.S-6II  BN.  Lustrous  brow  n .  14 

High  Grade  1922  “Plain”  Cent 
1922  No  D.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Smooth  chocolate 

brown .  1 .995 

1922  No  D.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Strong  reverse  with  a  dark 

brow  n  obverse .  695 

1925  .MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Full  mint  color  and  e.xcep- 
tional  lustre.  Not  rare  but  certainly  splendid  in  appear¬ 
ance .  215 

1925  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  red  and  lustrous.  .  99 
1929  .M.S-66  RD  (NCiC).  Brilliant  and  beautitul.  215 

1929  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  215 

193(1  MS-66  ILD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1933  MS-67  RD  (NGC).  Bnlliant.  Elusive  at  this  el¬ 
egant  high  level .  695 

1933-D  MS-67  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Verx’  seldom 
seen  do  fine,  although  plentiful  enough  in  low’er 

grades .  595 

1935  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

193.5- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red.  We  just  pur¬ 

chased  a  small  group  of  these  and  offer  them  w  hile 
ths'v  last,  each . 59 

193.5- S  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Vibrant  red . 99 

193.5-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red.  (inly  three 

pieces  gr.ided  higher  by  PCGS.  (MS-67) .  I  19 

1937-D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red.  None 
graded  higher  bv  PCCiS .  129 

1937- li  MS-66  Rli  (PCGS).  Bnlliant  red . 39 

1938- D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red .  129 

1938-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 39 

1938-S  MS-67  RL)  (PCGS). Brilhant  red.  None  graded 

higher  b”  PCGS .  119 

1938-S  .MS-66  RLi  (PCGS).  Bnlliant  red . 36 

1939  MS-(i6  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red.  We  have  re¬ 
cently  purchased  a  truly  man’elous  holding  of  superb 
gem  Lincoln  cents  of  the  193(is  and  194(ls — coins 
w  hich  are  .ivailable  easily  enough  in  low’er  grades  but 
w  hich  in  the  superb  qualits’  ofl'ered  here  can  be  called 
elusive,  warce.  or  in  some  instances  even  rare.  lfi.|ual- 
it\’  is  your  forte,  avail  yourself  of  w’hat  we  ofler — as  the 

pieces  certainly  w  ill  not  last  long!  . 32 

194(1  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red.  The  finest 

graded  bv  PCCiS .  119 

194(1  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 32 

1941  l-D  MS-66  PT3  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 32 

1941  MS-66  ILD  (PCCiS) . .32 

I942-S  MS-66  FUii  (PCGS) . .59 

1943  Steel.  MS-67  (PCGS) . .55 

1943  Steel.  MS-()6  (PCCiS) .  .35 

1943  Steel.  Roll  of  5(1  pieces.  MS-64 . 49 

194.3- D  Steel.  MS-67  (PCCiS) .  .59 

^  194.3-D  Steel.  MS-66.  (PCCiS) .  39 

194.3- S  Steel.  MS-67  (PCGS) . 79 

194.3-S  Steel.  MS-()6  (PCCiS) . 39 

1945-D  MS-67  RD  (PCCiS).  Brilliant  red.  None 

graded  higher  bv  PCCiS . 85 

194C)-D  MS-66  RD  (PCCiS).  Bnlliant  red . 32 

1949-S  MS-66  RD  (PCCiS).  Brilliant  red .  .39 

195.3  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCCiS).  Brilliant .  395 

1955  Proof-66  RD  (PCCiS) . 45 

196(1  Small  Date  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 85 

1962  Proof-Ci8  Deep  Cameo  (PCCiS).  Brilliant.  Only 

two  graded  higher  by  PCCiS .  299 

1964  Proof  CD  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red  w’itha  Cameo 

obverse . 59 

1964  Proof-C)8  Deep  Cameo  (PCCiS).  Brilliant.  ..  195 
1964  Proof-68  RD  (PCCiS).  Brilliant  red  w  ith  Cameo 
obverse . ., .  39 

1966  SMS.  MS-67  ILD  (PCCiS) .  49 

1967  SMS.  MS-67  RD  (PCCiS) .  49 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red. 

A  x’eiy  popular  seareitx’  from  our  ow  n  time.  These 
have  been  excellent  sellers  for  us  ever  since  the  year 

they  w’ere  first  discovered .  675 

1972-D  Doubled  Die.  MS-(i3  BD.  Brilliant .  269 

1972-D  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  R13.  Brilliant .  249 


TWO-CENT  PIECES 


1865  MS-65  RB.  Ideal  for  the  U’pe  collector .  525 

1 865  MS-6.5  BN  (PCGS).  Pleasing  medium  brown  with 
v’estiges  of  mint  red.  Nice  lustre  and  eye  appeal.  339 
1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Reflective  surfaces  with 
nearly  full  mint  red.  only  lightly  faded  in  places.  A 
beautiful  two-cent  piece .  875 


NICKEL  THREE-CENT 
PIECES 


1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Glittering  satiny  smooth  surfaces 
display  a  whisper  of  pale  champagne.  A  delightful  gem 

in  all  respects,  a  prize  for  the  taking! .  795 

1869  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosts’  gem  of  nearly 
unimprosable  qualitx’.  a  coin  possessed  of  extreme  eye 


,  appeal  and  sharpness  of  strike.  All  you  could  want  in  a 
gem.  and  then  some!  .  1 .295 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Frosts’  desices  on  reflective 

gray  and  coppers’  fields.  Another  Proof-only  rarits’. 
produced  in  Philadelphia  without  attendant  circula¬ 
tion  strike  coinage.  Tiny  lint  mark  in  left  obverse  field 
as  struck  and  noted  for  accuracy.  An  excellent  gem 
Proof  specimen .  785 

Superb  Gem  1879  Three  Cents 

1879  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  An  exceptionaUy  high- 
grade  specimen  of  this  popular  low-mintage  date.  1.695 

1880  Proof-65  (NGC).  Bnlliant . " . .  595 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces .  259 

Memorable  Proof-Only  1886  3g 

1886  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  Proof- 
only  issues  in  the  series;  no  related  circulation  strikes 
were  made.  Always  popular.  Exceptionally  high 
grade .  1.45(1 


SILVER  THREE-CENT 
PIECES 


Notable  1858  Trime 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  vers’  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  the  last  year  of  the  Type  II  silver  three-ceiit 
piece.  Not  at  all  easy  to  find  in  Mint  State.  especiaUy 


at  this  level .  1 .495 

1862/1  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  w  hite  surfaces.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  had  in  recent 
years.  Ajhiil  for  the  specialist  in  the  series .  1 . 1 95 


NICKEL  FIVE- 
CENT  PIECES 


Shield  Nickels 

1866  Ravs.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces 

with  hints  of  rose  on  reverse.  A  ven’  nice  example  of 
the  first  year  ofissue  of  this  denomination,  and  one  of 
just  two  years  w  ith  rays  on  the  reverse^ .  475 

1867  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  irides¬ 
cent  highlights.  The  1867  With  Rays  is  multiples  rarer 
than  the  1866  of  the  same  tx’pe.  and  yet  the  catalogue 


prices  are  not  all  that  much  different.  Years  ago  the 
1867  With  ICiys  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  ill  the  series.  Ttsday  the  distinction  seems  to  have 

been  forgotten,  yielding  an  opponiiiiiry .  419 

1 87 1  Proof-63.  Reflective  medium  gray  w’ith  light  iri¬ 
descence  and  splendid  visual  appeal.  Choice  for  the 

grade .  369 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Bright  and  reflec- 
tis’c  w  ith  brilliant  golden  surfaces.  Early  die  state  w’ith 

repunching  plainly  visible  on  I .  A  gem .  845 

1878  Proof-63.  Medium  gray  reflective  surfaces  with 
just  a  hint  of  pale  gold.  Cartwheel  lustre  is  complete 
and  eye-catching.  A  seiy’  nice  specimen  of  this  scarce 
Proof-only  issue.  Only  2.35i  I  were  struck,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  these  have  been  damaged  or  has’e  disappeared. 
Talk  about  I’.i/iie — here  is  a  rare  issue,  a  key  coin  by  any 
evaluation,  and  one  in  choice  preservation  priced  for 

just . 595 

1879/8  Proof-66  (NGC).  This  is  a  bnlliant  and  satiny 

cameo  Proof  w’ith  light  gold .  1 . 195 

1879/8  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Flashy  with  hints  ofblue  and 
gold  toning.  An  e.xceptional  example  of  this  Proof- 

only  overdate  issue .  1 . 1 95 

1881  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  While  Proofs  are  not 
rare  per  fc.  the  date  1881  is  a  key  to  the  series,  as  the 
circulation  strike  production  was  small . 975 

Mint  State  1881  Rarity 

1881  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  great  rarity’  at  this 
level  of  Mint  State .  2.195 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ten  to  2ll  times  rarer 
than  an  equivalent  Proof!  Another  specimen  ofa  date 
remarkable  for  its  low’  circulation  strike  mintage,  one 
of  the  lowest  of  the  five-cent  denomination.  ...  995 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  brilhant  gray¬ 
ish  golden  toning . 575 

1883  Shield.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Impressive  light  gray 
reflective  fields  with  brilliant  cameo  contrast  ...  975 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely,  sharply 
stnick.  and  brilliant  example  with  very  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing .  429 

188i  No  CENTS.  .MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  ivory’  sur¬ 
faces  with  very’  light  gold  toning . 89 

1883  No  CENTS  M-S-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  ..  59 

Popular  Proof  1885  Nickel 
1885  Proof-66  (PCGS).  BnUiant  with  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast  and  wisps  of  gold  toning.  A  sharply  defined  and 
attractive  Proof  e.xample.  A  key  date  in  this  series.  It 
is  sery  interesting  to  contemplate  that  right  now  this 
coin  can  be  purchased  for  much  less  than  it  would  have 
cost  duriiig  the  height  of  the  "Wall  Street  market"  in 
1 989!  Throughout  the  field  of  rare  United  States  coins 
there  are  many’  opportunities  in  relation  to  the  valua¬ 
tions  of  more  than  a  dec.ide  ago .  1.475 

1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lovely  light  golden  rose  irides¬ 
cence.  All  attractive  Proof  with  moderate  cameo  con- 
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trjsr.  V'en-  difficult  to  tind  Jt  tlie  gem  level  as  offered 
here.  In  our  opinion  the  market  price  is  \er\'  attr.ic- 

rive .  .S4,S 

1890  MS-6S  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Lustrous  livht  gray  sur- 

taces .  i.iioll 

1  Hs)  1  .MS-(>4.  Lustrous  deep  golden  gray  surfaces.  A 

pleasing  example  for  your  date  collection .  239 

1894  MS-65  (NGC).  A  stunning  gem  with  radiant  light 
gray  lustre  and  vers'  light  peripheral  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  One  of  the  scarcer  dates  in  the  era .  935 

1899  Proof-66  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example, 
nicely  mirrored  with  frost  on  Miss  Liberrv's  portrait, 
giving  a  cameo  effect.  Ver\-  sharply  defined .  515 

1899  MS-6S  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning  over  sat¬ 
iny  light  gray  lustre .  645 

1900  Proof-65  (PCGS)  Lustrous  light  golden  surt'aces. 
An  exceptional  Libern-  nickel  with  deeply  mirrored 
fields  and  lustrous  des'ices.  Gem  Proofs  are  much 
more  elusive  than  market  prices  indicate.  Valuations 
today  are  much  less  than  they  were  11  or  12yearsago. 
seemingly  offering  a  market  opportuniu'  to  anyone 
who  likes  to  buy  against  the  trend  (your  editor  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  eontrarian  and  likes  such  inarketsl)  695 

191 II I  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . ^ . 1..  229 

19011  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surtaces .  149 

1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  stnick  with  brilliant  and 
frosts-  liglit  gray  surtaces .  595 

19116  MS-63.  Lustrous .  129 

19117  MS-63.  Lustrous .  125 

1908  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surtaces.  Very 

rare  in  gem  Proof  format  and  preservation  and.  in  our 

opinion,  unbelievably  cheap!  .  695 

1911  MS-63.  Light  golden  surt'aces .  125 

1912-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive  with 
deep  golden  surtaces.  First  Denver  Mint  coin  of  this 
denomination,  and  an  issue  which  we  have  found  to 
be  quite  elusive.  It  may  come  as  a  surprise  to  read  that 
over  the  years  we  have  had  more  of  the  lower  mint¬ 
age  1912-S  nickel  in  MS-64  grade  than  we  have  had 
of  the  1912-D.  Afiml  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist .  495 

1912-D  MS-63.  A  fiilly  lustrous  specimen  of  this  lone 
Denver  mint  issue  of  the  Liberu-  nickel  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surtaces.  Though  very  ease-  to  locate  in  circubted 
grades,  it  is  quite  difficult  to  find  in  this  state .  345 

Lovely  Mint  State  1912-S  “V”  Nickel  Key 

1912- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surtaces.  By  tar 
the  lowest  mintage  date  in  the  Liberts’  Head  nickels  se¬ 
ries.  the  19 12-Sis  difficult  to  locate  choice  in  .III)' grade. 
Ever  since  the  year  of  issue  this  has  been  recognized  as 
a  key  variety,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  a  few  hundred 
pieces  were  saved  by  collectors  and  dealen.  In  the  1 951  Is 
we  would  occasionally  come  across  the  1 9 1 2-S  nickels 
in  groups  of  uvo.  three,  or  four  Uncirculated  pieces,  left 
over  tfoin  such  holdings.  Today  the  supplv  is  widelv 
distributed,  and  choice  Mint  State  specimens  are  en¬ 
countered  one  at  a  time,  and  not  ven-  often.  ...  1 .895 

Buffalo  Nickels 

1913  Butfalo.  Tspe  1.  MS-66.  Fully  struck  and  lustrous 
silver  gray  with  honey  highlights.  A  lovelv  specimen 

of  this  one-year  tvpe .  259 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Subtle  golden 
toning  and  bright  cartwheel  lustre  give  this  coin  su¬ 
perb  eye  appeal .  259 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Silver  gray 

with  light  gold  highlights  and  choice  lustre  for  the 
grade .  639 

Gem  Matte  Proof  1913  Nickel  Buffalo,  Type  II 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-65  (PCGS). 
Brilliant .  1.995 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-64  (PCGS).  E.x- 
ceptional  brilliance  and  such  a  bold  strike  that  eveiv 
detail  is  plain,  from  the  wrinkles  which  surround  the 
Indian's  eye  to  the  divisions  in  the  buft'alo's  hooves. 
As  beautiful  a  Buffalo  nickel  as  you  are  likelv  to  see. 
with  lovely  pewter  gray  color  and  hght  gold  highlights. 

A  coin  that  even  the  most  advanced  Buffalo  nickel 

enthusiast  would  be  pleased  to  own .  I.ii75 


1913  Type  n  MS-66  ( NGC).  Brilliant  champagne  sur¬ 
faces  with  hints  of  blue  and  light  gold  highlights 
around  the  peripheral . 875 

1913  Type  II  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  champagne  sur¬ 
face .  965 

Delightful  1914  Buffalo  Nickel 
Gem  Matte  Proof 

1914  Matte  Proof-66.  (PCGS).  .A  high  degree  of  lus¬ 

tre  graces  the  pale  golden  gray  surtaces  of  this  impres¬ 
sive  gem  .Matte  Proof  Buffalo  nickel.  Sharply  struck 
and  fully  appealing  as  a  result.  From  a  Matte  Proof 
mintage  for  the  date  of  1 .275  pieces,  a  lower  mintage 
figure  than  the  previous  year  in  the  series . 2.15ii 

Gem  Matte  Proof  1914  Nickel 

1914  Matte  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  golden  sur¬ 

faces  with  hints  ofblue  and  rose.  Matte  Proof  Buffalo 
nickels  were  made  by  treating  the  surface  of  the  i/iV.s 
to  impart  a  matte  surface.  The  same  was  done  with 
Lincoln  cents.  However,  for  certain  (but  not  all)  ye/i/ 
Proofs  of  the  era.  the  surface  was  added  later  by  sand¬ 
blasting  the  coins  after  they  were  struck .  1 .795 

1914- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surtaces  give 

this  coin  a  very  pleasing  sisual  appeal.  A  nice  example 
of  this  early  date  from  the  Denver  Mint .  445 

This  coin  has  a  small  rim  cud  on  rlio  obwrsc  aronml  four 
o'clock,  a  tiny  break  on  the  edge  of  the  die  that  manifests  as 
a  small  raised  area  at  the  rim.  These  formed  a  veiv  popular 
area  of  emir  collecting  some  years  ago.  though  it  seems 
interest  (and  the  healthyprenhnm)  in  such  items  has  largely 
abated.  Still,  a  scarce  and  interesting  phenomenon. 

1915  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  light  golden  and  blue  high¬ 
lights  with  liints  of  rose  around  the  peripher\- .  525 

1915- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  with  golden  high¬ 

lights  and  peripheral  toning.  Choice  eye  appeal  for  the 
grade .  339 

Rare  and  Choice  1916  Doubled  Die  5g 

1916  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Even 
pewter  gray  with  excellent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade  and 
no  detracting  marks.  This  Doubled  Die  is  the  stron¬ 
gest  of  the  Buffalo  nickel  series  and  its  unquestioned 
rarity  enriches  its  popularity.  Usually  found  well-woni 
(and  sometimes  even  acid  dated),  the  1916  Doubled 
Die  is  one  of  the  great  rarities  of  the  American  series 
in  VF  and  above.  This  piece  is  a  truly  exceptional 
specimen  and  will  take  your  collection  from  a  tine 
cabinet  to  a  world-class  assemblage.  A  classic.  1 1 .91 1(  I 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . ^ .  179 

1 9 1 7-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  and  copper  toning  with 

nice  lustre  and  very  good  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  425 

AU  1918/7-D  Overdate  Nickel 
1918/7-D  AU-53  (NGC).  Attractive  pewter  gray  with 
amber  highlights  and  some  lustre  remaining.  The 
overdate  is  bold  and  the  coin  is  choice  for  the  grade. 
As  sought-after  as  this  variety  is.  this  high-grade  speci¬ 
men  is  likely  to  become  a  centerpiece  of  a  high-class 
collection  of  Buffalo  nickels.  This  \-ariety  was  not  dis¬ 
covered  until  years  later,  by  which  time  Mint  State 
pieces  were  no  longer  readily  available,  and  coins  at  the 
AU  level  were  also  elusive.  As  a  result,  the  vast  ma- 
joriw  ot  extant  pieces  grade  VF  or  below.  This  particu¬ 
lar  AU  coin  is  indeed  e.xceptional! .  8.951 1 

Lovely  EF  1918/7-D  Overdate  5y 
1918/7-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  gray  with 
some  deeper  toning  highlights.  Defect-free  surtaces 
show  strong  design  elements  for  the  grade.  Hints  of 
lustre  reside  in  the  recessed  areas,  adding  greatlv  to  the 
overall  appeal  of  the  piece.  A  coin  of  centerpiece  qual¬ 
ity.  an  important  specimen  that  will  furnish  much 
pleasure  of  ownership  to  its  purchaser .  7.251 1 

Pleasing  Circulated  1918/7-D  Overdate  Sp 
1918/7-D  F-15  (PCGS).  Pewter  gray  and  olive  with 
even  wear  and  excellent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 
Os  erdate  is  bold  to  the  naked  eye.  This  impressive 
overdate  ranks  with  the  boldest  varieties  of  the  2llth 
centurx-  like  the  1942/ l-D  dime  and  the  1955 
Doubled  Die  cent;  most  Buffalo  nickel  collectors 
seek  to  own  one.  This  nice  example  can  be  yours  for 
only .  1 ,495 


Nice  Gem  1918  5c 

1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  gray  with  excellent 

lustre.  Brilliant  and  satiny,  this  coin  has  an  appearance 
that  rivals  the  later  Buffalo  nickel  Proofs  in  its  eye  ap¬ 
peal .  1.45(1 

1919  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  lustrous  steel  and  gold 
with  excellent  eye  appeal.  Nice  strike  tor  the  issue 
with  the  full  lustre  you  would  expect  ofa  gem.  495 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS),  Pewter  gray  with  satinv  lustre. 
Very  pleasing  for  the  grade  assigned .  199 

1919  MS-63  (PCGS).  Full  satiny  lustre  and  light  golden 

surfaces  give  this  coin  the  visual  appeal  ofa  higher 
grade .  Iil9 

“Magneric”  1919-S  Nickel 
1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  gray  surtaces 
with  golden  highlights.  A  truly  wonderful  coin,  a 
piece  that  draws  the  eye  like  a  magnet  and  enchants 
with  its  combination  of  high  numerical  grade,  attrac¬ 
tive  surt'aces.  and  decent  strike.  All  told,  this  will  be 
a  highlight  in  the  finest  collection  of  the  Buftalo 
nickel  series .  3.995 

Stunning  Gem  1920  Nickel 

1920  MS-66  (PCGS).  Outstanding  cartwheel  lustre  and 

bright  silver  gray  surtaces  w  ith  subtle  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Fully  struck  and  superb  in  eveiy  respect,  this 
nickel  could  improve  nearly  any  assemblage  of  Buf¬ 
faloes .  1.75(1 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Beautifiil  pale  violet,  crv  stal  blue  and 

wann  silver gr.iy  tones  mingle  beneath  extraordinarv'  lus¬ 
tre.  Fully  staick  and  very  choice  for  the  grade .  75(  I 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  silver  gray  and  subtle  gold 

w  ith  e.xcellent  lustre  and  eye  appeal . 635 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  satiny  surtaces  and  subtle 
gold  lustre.  An  attractive  gem . 495 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surtaces  and  excellent 

lustre  for  the  grade .  159 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  gold  and  blue,  195 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surt'aces  and  impec¬ 
cable  lustre .  245 

1927- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
taces .  685 

1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  ..  Brilliant  champagne  surtaces 

with  splashes  of  violet .  795 

1 928  MS-65  (NGC).  Bright  silver  gray  and  great  lustre, 
even  for  a  gem.  Just  a  very  attractive  coin . 265 

1928- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Subtle  toning,  excellent  lus¬ 

tre.  nice  strike,  and  great  eye  appeal.  This  gem  will  fit 
nicely  in  your  set . 695 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Splendid  silver  grav  and  bright 
reflective  camvheel  lustre.  Magnificent  eve  appeal  and 
a  bold  strike.  Excellent  qualirv"  for  the  grade  and  wor¬ 
thy  of  inclusion  in  any  high-qualitv-  collection  of  Buf¬ 


talo  nickels .  1.195 

1928-S  AU-53 .  139 


Gem  1929-D  Nickel 

1929-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  E.xceptional  eye  appeal  with 
light  color  and  full  lustre.  The  strike  boldly  brings  out 
the  texture  in  Fraser's  design,  unusual  for  this  issue. 
A  gem  qualitv-  piece  that  would  be  diflicult  to  improve 
upon .  1,695 

1929-D  MS-64.  Bright  satiny  lustre  and  subtle  color  give 
this  piece  excellent  eye  appeal .  325 

1929- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Superb  eye  appeal  for  the  grade 

with  bright  mint  lustre .  395 

193(1  MS-6.5.  Reflective  satiny  lustre  envelopes  well- 
struck  devices  with  pale  color .  139 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Appealing  satiny  lustre  on  im¬ 
maculate  surtaces .  .539 

1931- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  golden  lustre  with 

splashes  ofblue  and  rose.  Ever  popular  issue  due  to  its 
enticing  low  mintage  figure! . 695 

1931-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Tinges  of  gold  and  violet  co¬ 
exist  hannoniously  with  choice  original  lustre.  Great 
eye  appeal  and  a  nice  tlill  strike  make  this  a  piece  that 
will  satisff  any  enthusiast  of  the  series .  695 

1934  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  gray  with  pale  blue  iri¬ 
descence  and  satiny  lustre.  A  superb  specimen. ..  545 

1934  MS-6.5  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  satinv 
lustre . 325 

1934- D  AU-,58.  Brilliant . 45 

1935- D  MS-6.5  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning  and  choice 

lustre .  435 

193,5-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gray  surfaces  with 
nice  satiny  lustre  and  good  eye  tippeal .  139 

|93,5-S  MS-64  Brilliant . 69 

Amazing  Superb  Proof  1936  Buffalo  Nickel 
•Brilliant  “Type  H”  Finish 

1936  Type  II  with  deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces. 
Proof-67  (PCGS).  Outstanding!  One  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  laid  eves  upon!  .  3.25(1 

1936  Type  11.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Gray  and  gold  with 
bright  mirrored  fields.  With  the  bright  reflective  fields 
tv'pical  ot  later  Proof  issues,  this  piece  has  a  look  that 
no  Buftalo  nickels  had  displayed  before  this  Proof 
emission.  A  landmark  for  the  series  and  an  attractive 


specimen  at  that .  1 .395 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  golden  surtaces . 99 

1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  surtaces  vvitli  full 
mint  lustre .  125 


1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Bright  niirrored  surtaces  and 
outstanding  eye  appeal.  If  you  seek  to  own  just  one 
Proot  Buftalo  nickel,  this  specimen  could  be  the  one. 
Likely  to  improve  nearly  any  assemblage  of  the  de- 

noniination .  I.2.5(' 

1937  Proof-65  PCGS).  Silver  grav  with  subtle  p.dc 
blue  on  bright  reflective  wirfacev  .A  beautiful  gem 

•pecimen  ot  '•his  popular  issue .  S' (5 

I '(3"  .\lX-(.*  PCGS  .  Light  toning  and  splendid  satinv 
lustre,  t  hilv  three  pieces  graded  higher  bv  PC  (IS. 39.5 

Extraordinary  1937-D  Buffalo  5c 
1937-D  MS-67  (PCGS I.  Superb  satiny  lu^tre  with  beau¬ 
tiful  bright  diver  gi'ay.  violet,  and  light  blue  toning.  Tim 
Is  the  ultimate  !  u.'C-l')  nickel,  with  outstanding  eve  ap¬ 
peal.  .None  h.'ve  been  graded  finer  bv  PCC  IS .  1 .493 


An  Auction  Visit 


A  friend  recently  sent  this  item  he  found  on 
an  Internet  bulletin  board.  If  we’ve  run  it 
before,  we  don't  remember.  And,  if  we  can’t 
remember,  then  it  certainly  will  be  new  to 
many  of  our  readers. 

I  vti^ant  to  thank  Q.  David  Bowers  for  the 
kindness  he  showed  me  at  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  Auction  in  Baltimore  on  Thursday, 
March  18th. 

I  had  come  down  from  NYC  for  the 
show  (with  a  raging  head  cold)  and  had  just 
checked  into  the  Marriott  Hotel  when  I 
noticed  that  the  auction  was  still  going  on. 
Approaching  the  table  outside  the  auction  I 
asked  the  two  gendemen  sitting  there  if  a 
copy  of  the  auction  catalog  was  available  for 
sale  (or  perhaps  at  no  cost).  I  was  pretty 
sure  I  was  going  to  strike  out.. .but  what  the 
heck,  I'll  give  it  a  try. 

To  my  great  surprise  and  delight,  one  of 
the  gentlemen  gave  me  his  copy  (I  believe) 
of  the  catalog  and  asked  if  I  wanted  to 
attend  the  auction!  I  said  yes  and  thanked 
him.  He  then  asked  my  name,  if  I  was  a 
collector,  and  shook  my  hand  welcoming 


me  to  the  auction  (my  first). 

With  a  big  grin  on  my  face,  I  sheepishly 
entered  the  room  and  proceeded  to  learn 
more  about  coin  auctions  in  1/2  hour  than 
I  had  ever  known. 

I  stayed  until  it  was  over  (11  p.m.)  and 
while  I  was  walking  away  reading  the  catalog 
I  noticed  a  couple  of  photographs  in  front.  It 
was  then  that  I  realized  I  had  spoken  to  Mr. 
Bowers.  I  believe  Mr.  Merena  was  the  other 
gendemen  sitting  with  him  at  the  time.  It 
greatly  impressed  me  that  someone  who  has 
contributed  so  much  to  numismatics  and 
who  was  probably  quite  busy  at  the  time  (and 
tired  too,  it  was  quite  late)  took  the  time  to 
speak  with  me,  give  me  his  copy  of  the 
catalog,  and  invite  me  to  attend  his  auction! 

I'm  returning  to  collecting  after  25  years 
(I  was  a  little  kid  then)  and  experiences  like 
this  make  me  all  the  more  interested  in 
collecting  coins. 

It  was  a  small  gesture  but  it  made  a  huge 
impression  on  me.  Thank  you  Mr.  Bowers! 

Sincerely, 

John  M. 


1937-D  MS-66  (NGC).  P.ile  gold  with  nice  lustre  and 

choice  eye  appeal .  119 

1937-D  .MS-('6  (I’CGS),  Boldly  struck,  siibtlv  toned. 

and  veiy  choice .  119 

1937-D  MS-65.  Silver  gray  and  ven.' pleasing . 75 

1 937-D  MS-65  (FCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  outstand¬ 
ing  eye  appeal  for  tlie  grade .  75 

Superlative  1937-S  5? 

1937-S  MS-67  (BCGS).  Veiy  light  gray  lustre  featur¬ 
ing  hints  ot  blue  and  lilac.  A  superb  gem  with  excep¬ 
tional  aesthetic  appeal.  Few  specimens  of  this  issue  can 
compare  with  this;  in  tact,  only  16  pieces  have  been 

graded  by  BCGS  with  none  higher .  2,295 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Golden  toning  and  satinv  lus¬ 
tre . ' . '  139 

1 937- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Premiuin  lustre  and  eve  appeal. 
139 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  beautifully  pre- 

sen’ed  specimen  with  full  mint  lustre . 219 

1938-D  Buftalo.  MS-6.5.  Brilliant . 39 

i938-D  Buftalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant .  29 

1938-D  S  Buftalo.  MS-66  (NGC).  Pale  gold  with  splen¬ 
did  lustre  and  iinmaculate  surtaces .  335 

1938-DiS  Buftalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  lustre  and 
eye  appeal.  A  great  specimen  of  this  exciting  and  in¬ 
teresting  varien.-.  When  this  was  first  discovered  in  the 
early  1 96(  Is.  QDB  verified  it  and  wrote  the  announce¬ 
ment  for  the  front  page  of  (.'ii/ii  ir,ir/i(.  .  335 


Jefferson  Nickels 


|94(I-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1941  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


1943-P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  havejust  bought 
a  vers’  nice  in-depth  group  ofjefferson  nickels  of  the 
I94(is.  certified  by  PCGS.  and  in  high  Mint  State 
grades  seldom  seen.  We  expect  that  these  will  not  last 
long,  and  thus  we  urge  you  to  buy  as  many  ditf'erent 

as  you  can . 39 

I943’-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

194.3-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

194.5- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

194.5- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1946-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

194()-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BrillLint . 79 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

1948-S  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1948-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1950  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS). Brilliant.  None  graded 

higher  bv  PCGS .  1.295 

I95(l-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  The  I95il-D  is.  of  course, 
the  great  "store’  coin"  of  the  series.  Mans’  exist  at  lower 
Mint  State  levels,  but  few  are  found  at  the  echelon 

ortered  here .  279 

1966  MS-67  SMS  (PCGS) . 42 


HALF  DIMES 


Flowing  Hair  Half  Dimes 


Exceptional  1795  Half  Dime 
1795  Valentine-4a,  Logan-McCloskey-10.  Rarity- 
4.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Pleasing  gray  with  leaden  blue  and 
nice  lustre.  A  vers'  attractise  Mint  State  specimen  of 
the  Flossing  Hair  design  ssith  only  light  handling 
marks.  Cud  oser  TY  to  star  tfequently  seen  on  this 
s  ariers’.  W.  Eliot  Woodward  disbursed  a  sijiall  quan- 
tirs’ of  Uncirculated  1795  half  dimes  in  the  188(ls;  it 
svould  be  interesting  if  this  particular  specimen  could 
be  identified  from  this  group — as  pedigree  links  are 
alssays  tascinating.  A  timeless  design  in  a  qualits'  that 
ss’ould  be  difficult  to  impros  e  upon .  6.75(1 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 


Impressive  Proof  1829  Half  Dime  Rarity 

1829  V-3,  LM-2  Proof-64  (NGC).  Heavily  mirrored 

fields  imparted  with  a  losely  peripheral  toning  of  ms- 
set.  amber,  and  hght  blue.  Tlie  strike  is  bold  and  full 
and  the  eye  appeal  is  simply  exquisite.  One  of  the  most 
intriguing  issues  among  early  Proof  coinage.  Breen 
relates  that  1829  half  dimes  were  stmek  to  celebrate 
tlie  laying  of  the  cornerstone  for  the  second  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  on  July  4tli.  1829.  replacing  the  original 
establishment  a  few  blocks  away.  We  can  expand  on 
this  by  noting  that  an  early  newspaper  account  states 
that  halt  dimes  were  struck  in  the  wee  hours  of  the 
morning  on  July  4th.  indicating  the  Mint  must  have 
been  operating  in  the  hours  before  dawn.  Taxav  notes 
that  three  coins  were  found  in  the  cornerstone  when 
it  was  opened  in  19(l3;  however,  he  does  not  elabo¬ 
rate  on  what  coins  were  found  therein.  As  this  was  the 
smallest  silver  denomination  struck  when  the  new 
Mint  cornerstone  was  laid,  it  is  quite  likely  that  addi¬ 
tional  pieces  were  distributed  to  dignitaries  and.  of 
course,  to  any  interested  numismatist.  Untbmmatelv, 
this  and  other  coins  keep  their  secrets  well,  and  in  the 
absence  ot  a  specific  pedigree  we  can  onlv  Npeculate  as 
to  where  it  has  been  and  wlu'  has  owned  it.  Regard¬ 
less.  the  present  specimen  is  a  ven'  attractis  e  and  ven 
rare  coin,  struck  in  a  year  which  represents  a  turning 
point  in  .Aniens'an  minting  histon  and  wondert'ulK 
presen  ed  s-ver  since.  The  collector  who  next  finds  this 
piece  in  his  or  lier  cabinet  shall  becnine  a  steward  of 
an  important  nuinisinatic  specimen .  i4.95o 

1830  V-9.  LM-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  -NGCl  Ple.ising 

champagne  surtaces  witli  excellent  lustre  and  splendid 
visual  appeal.  Perfect  for  inclusion  in  a  .Mint  State  tvpe 
sor . . . 
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1831  V-la.  LM-6.  MS-63  (NCiC).  Sjtiiiv  lustre  on 
brillijnt  sils  or  i;rjy  surtates.  A  well  stniek  and  t  lu>iec 
specimen.  Coins  such  as  tins  1831  are  not  at  all  easy 

to  find . . . , .  369 

,3t  liisswrs  .md  Merena  ( IalIerK‘s/u/j'f»ei  i>ius  t.ikosaiuK  h 
luore  otVort  ilian  sellini:  them — -jusi  tlic  reverse  of  most. 
Isusinesses.  We  ir.nel  ct'nstautlv  trom  coast  to  coast,  trom 
North  toNoutli.  atteiidm^coin  sitoss  s.  Msiiiti^otherdeal- 
ers.  purchasmti  pnsaie  s'ollectioiis.  ami  otlienvisc  acsimnn^ 
e.Namples  for  i>ur  stock,  always  w  ith  an  eve  idr./M.i/tt)-.  You 
as  a  bisw  ers  and  Merena  customer  are  tlie  lienerii  iarv. 

1831  V-7.  LM-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NCC).  Lioht 

toning  enhances  this  piece's  cartw  heeljustre  and  nice 
overall  eye  appeal .  495 

Noteworthy  1832  HalfDime 

1832  V'-l.  LM-3.  MS-64  (PC(iS).  Brilliant  with  great 

lustre  for  the  grade  and  full  of  eve  appeal.  Cfne  of  the 
more  interesting  reverse  dies  in  the  early  half  dime 
series,  the  reverse  used  to  strike  this  coin  made  its 
delsut  in  1839  and  was  easily  discerned  from  the  C  in 
A.MERICA.  which  was  first  punched  in  horizontally 
and  then  corrected.  By  the  time  it  was  used  to  com  this 
specimen  in  1832.  the  remnants  of  the  horizontal  C 
were  gone,  as  was  the  center  of  the  M  which  was  filled 
after  a  die  clashing.  The  die  state  is  ciuite  late  on  this 
specimen  with  many  cracks  and  rust  pits.  A  tasciiiat- 
ing  coin  and  a  Lseautiflil  specimen . .’ .  1 .495 

1833  V-1.  LM-10.  MS-64  (I’CCS).  Champagne  and 

amber  toning  blends  nicely  with  subtle  iridescence. 
Well  stnick  from  lightly  clashed  dies.  A  lovely  high- 
grade  specimen .  1.295 

The  obs  erse  siie  is  w  ell  executed.  The  rewrsc  siie  is  the 
same  used  to  coin  1 8.M  V- 1 . 

1833  V-5.  LM-7.  R-2.  MS-62.  Light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . . .  495 

1835  V-3.  LM-3.  Large  Date,  Large  5.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  superb  c.irtwheel 
lustre.  All  appealing  specimen  of  this  rspe.  ...  1 .295 
It  is  worthy  ofmite  that  .Mexisde  Toci.|uevjHe's  Dchuv- 
l•h■y  III  .diiiiTiui  was  tirst  published  in  1835  in  lielgium. 
w  inch  should  giw  an  accurate  iiulicattoii  of  just  iiow  new 
a  nation  the  United  States  was  tlie  sear  tins  splendul  little 
half  dune  was  struck. 

0 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 


Frosty  Mint  State  1837  HalfDime 
1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-64 

(PCCtS).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  mint  lustre.  From 
a  late  die  state  with  extensive  die  cinmbling  along  the 
right  side  of  Miss  Liberty's  forearm  and  leg.  interest¬ 
ing  die  characteristics  that  are  very  lightly  mentioned 
in  the  literature.  Ifwe  were  to  pick  a  fworite  half  dime 
from  the  standpoint  of  buyer  enthusiasm,  the  1837 
Libem’  Seated  No  Stars  would  be  a  good  candidate. 
The  starless  obverse  gives  the  motif  a  cameolike  ap¬ 
pearance  of  great  appeal.  While  half  dimes  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  year  are  not  rarities,  as  a  number  seem  to  have 
been  saved  as  a  novelty,  when  the  great  demand  for 
them  is  considered,  individual  pieces  are  not  particu¬ 
larly  easy  to  find.  This  design  type  was  particularly 
short  lis'ed  and  was  employed  only  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  in  1837  and  at  the  New  Clrleans  Mint  in  1838. 
Thus,  the  demand  is  double — from  halfdimes  special¬ 
ist  as  well  as  anvone  assembling  a  basic  set  ot  United 

States  coins  bv  design  tvpes . . .  1 .651 1 

MAXIMIZE  YOUR  ENJOYMENT!  bus  .i  boi.k  or 
tw  o  or  three  t'orvourlibr.iiv.  We  encotir.ige  you  to  tio  ihis. 
and  to  help  ytni  altiiig  we  offer  you  special  discounts.  See 
our  book  sectutnl 

Marvelous  Gem  1843  HalfDime 
1843  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  While 
Mint  State  half  dimes  of  the  184ns  are  encountered 
with  some  regularity,  at  the  gem  level  as  here  offered 
they  become  quite  rare .  1 .495 

Gem  Mint  State  1845  HalfDime 
1845  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  iridescent  surfaces.  Dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  at  this  elegantly  high  iiumerical  grade  in 
combination  with  a  beautiful  appearance .  1 .495 

Choice  Mint  State  1852  HalfDime 
1852  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  extremely  well 
smick  details  and  immaculate  surfaces.  Es'ety  sfar.  fold, 
and  leafsupremely  well  impressed.  Clashed  dies  evident 
on  both  sides  including  nearly  all  of  E  (from  DIME)  by 
Liberty's  ami.  a  feature  that  lends  interest.  A  superb  gem 
specimen  of  the  issue,  perfect  for  the  type  coUector  who 


denunds  the  highest  c]ualitv . 2.895 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NCiC).  Brilliant .  675 


.3rrows  were  .uidetl  to  the  date  to  Mgnih'  the  retluced 
weigiit  .luthonzed  b\  the  .3et  ot' Febru.in  21.  1853.  .31- 
though  the  weight  st.ivetl  at  the  reduceil  level,  arrows  were 
usei.1  onl\*  through  1855.  then  discontinued.  1  he  .3rrows 
deefgn  exteikleil  to  the  halfdiine.  dune.  i.|uarter  dollar,  .nui 
half  dtillar  senes,  but  not  to  the  tnme  or  silver  tlollar.  The 
trnne  hatl  .i  lower  intrinsic  s.ilue  aiul  nieial  cimiposition. 
and  the  Libertv  8e.itediloll.ir  w  as  allow  ed  to  "llo.it"  w  ith  its 
nieltilown  value  being  more  than  its  face  value.  e\en  alter 
1853.  Such  tlollars  w  ere  inaiiiK  iisetl  as  bullion  Loinsni  the 
export  trade  to  the  Orient. 

Exceedingly  Rare  Proof  1857  HalfDime 
Only  a  Few  Dozen  Known 
1857  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  cameo  Proof  speci¬ 
men  w'lth  deeply  mirrored  fields  contrasnng  with 
frostv  letters  and  design  elements.  The  quantity 
minted  of  the  1 857  Proof  half  dime  is  not  known,  al¬ 
though  the  figure  ofi’i  i  has  been  suggested — probably 
an  okl-time  estimate.  Regardless,  toilay  the  i  857  is  an 
extreme  raritv  m  Proof  format,  with  only  a  tew  dozen 
pieces  111  existence,  with  these  coming  to  the  market 
one  at  a  time  over  widely  spaced  intervals — usually 
when  great  collections  are  sold.  This  splendid  com. 
combining  raritv  with  excellent  aesthetic  appeal,  will 
be  a  prized  possession  in  the  cabinet  ot  its  next  tortu- 

nate  owner .  2.875 

QU'.3LirY!  It  p.iss  til  bus  qu.ilits.  \Vc  d.i.  aiul  sou 
sluniKI.  tsHi.  In  that  was .  sour  fust  tost  is  voiir  last  i  ost.  too! 
ttualuv  ncs'cr  goes  out  ol  stslc.  .3t  Ilowcrs  aiul  Merena 


tors,  dealers,  and  nuiseuinses  er  since  ss  e  started  business  in 
1*153.  and  in  the  process  has-e  built  ssh.it  is  probably 
.3inerica's  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership. 

Our  inyentoi'y  incliules  inans  interesting.-  choice,  aiiil 
rare  s-oiiis.  Enios-  siur  selections,  then  get  set  to  enjtiy  the 
oss  nership  ot  the  pieces  s  ou  cliossse. 

Lovely  Proof  1859  HalfDime 

1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Important  as  the  only 
year  ofa  distinctive  sub-type;  .Miss  Liberty  has  slightly 
thinner  anus  and  there  are  other  slight  differences — 
characteristic  only  of  Philadelphia  Mint  half  dimes  of 
1859 . ’ .  1.695 

1866  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gold  and  green  surfaces. 

A  major  rarity  in  Mint  Suite,  tar  more  elusive  than  a 
Proof  (and  Proofs  are  rare) .  1.995 

Gem  Proof  1867  HalfDime 

1867  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  1867  is  one  of 

the  key  dates  of  the  series — with  a  low  mintage  in  both 
the  Proof  and  circuLition  strike  categories.  Year  after 
vear.  generation  after  generation,  this  has  been  a  clas¬ 
sic .  1.759 

1868  ,3U-.59  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  A  scarce  date  in  all 

high  grades .  425 

18()9  a'U-58  (NCiC).  Nicely  toned  in  iridescent  col¬ 
ors .  199 

Lovely  MS-65  1870  HalfDime 

1870  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  at  this  grade  level .  1 .495 

1871  .MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  235 


Draped  Bust  Dimes 

1897  |ohn  Reich- 1.  Rarity-2.  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse, 
the  last  year  this  design  was  employed  in  the  dime  se¬ 
ries.  G-4 .  395 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1823/2  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  Large  E’s.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
Silver  gray  \Vith  a  blush  of  coppery  toning  and  gener¬ 
ous  lustre  adhering  to  design  elements.  With  very  nice 
eve  appeal  and  a  clear  overdate  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 
this  is  a  pleasing  and  interesting  specimen  of  this  early 

tvpe .  595 

1824/2  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (PCC.S).  Excellent  lus¬ 
tre  for  the  grade  and  light  coppery  toning.  The 
overdate  is  bold  and  the  overall  visual  appeal  is  above 
average  for  the  assigned  grade.  A  difficult  coin  to  find 
this  nice .  LI 95 

Fantastic  1825  ProofRarity 
1825  JR-2.  Proof-63  (N(  IC).  A  fintasric  rarity,  a  beauti¬ 
ful  specimen  in  Proof  fonnat.  Fewer  than  a  dozen,  per¬ 
haps  even  fewer  than  a  half  dozen  such  pieces  survive, 
with  still  fewer  equalling  the  eye  appeal  and  quahty  ot  the 
present  piece.  No  doubt  this  was  once  made  for  diplo¬ 
matic  or  other  presentation  purposes  in  a  ceremony  long 
since  forgotten.  If  only  this  coin  could  speak!  For  the 
connoisseur  this  represents  one  ot  the  most  important 
opportunities  in  the  present  listing.  Heavily  reflective 
fields  are  framed  by  subtle  toning  and  contrast  with 
tfosted  central  detices.  Weakly  defined  at  top  ofthe  wing 
to  obseiver's  right.  Less  than  a  dozen,  and  perhaps  as  few 
as  five,  specimens  of  this  extraordinarily  small  Proof 
mintage  siuvive.  few  ot' which  can  compare  with  the 
lovelv  appeal  displayed  by  this  fine  e.xample.  An  artitact 
ofa  diplomat  or  presentation  ceremony  long  since  for¬ 
gotten  and  a  prize  for  the  connoisseur .  13.'L59 

1827JR-la.  Rarity-2.  Recut  7.  AU-53.  Pewter  gray 
with  violet,  rose,  and  amber  highlights  lustre.  A  warm 
and  mellow  looking  coin,  one  that  has  not  been  mis¬ 
treated  in  the  hands  of  collectors.  Extremely  pleasing 
for  the  gr.ide .  649 


Interestingly,  this  piece  displ.iys  a  we.ik  .irea  on  the  eilge. 
w  here  the  reeding  w-.is  not  well-impressed  by  the  reeiling 
mill  then  in  use  by  the  Mint.  Tins  w  as  most  likely  caused  bv 
a  slight  inisaligninent  of  the  two  edge  dies,  placed  in 
opposition  with  the  coin  willed  in  between,  or  by  an 
incomplete  turn  ofthe  crank  by  the  coiner  responsible  for 
the  reeding  mill.  Such  sliscovenes  are  among  the  jovs  of 
tactile  coin  collecting;  there  is  something  to  be  said  for 
actually  enjoying  the  feel  ofthe  coin's  edge  between  your 
ringers. 

1830'jR-2.  Small  IOC.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bnlliantaiid 
iiicelv  lustrous  with  subtle  toning  on  the  reverse.  Vi¬ 
sually  very  pleasing  and  likely  difficult  to  improve 
upon .  1.295 

Splendid  Mint  State  1831  Dime 

1831JR-1.  MS-64  (NGC).  Shai-ply  struck  and  fullylus- 
trous  with  brilliant  silver  gray  surfaces.  Choice  for  the 
grade  and  perfect  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type  set 
assembled  with  eye  appeal  in  mind .  I  .‘195 

1836  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCCtS).  Toned  in  an  au¬ 

tumnal  mix  ofaniber.  gold,  and  olive  with  nearly  full 
mint  lustre.  Choice  for  the  grade  and  a  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  ofthe  date  or  type,  with  the  added  interest  ofa 
die  crack  which  bisects  the  obverse .  495 

1837  Capped  Bust.  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC). 

Brilliant  with  lots  of  peripheral  lustre  and  nice  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  Very  popular  as  the  last  year  ofthe  type,  smick 
only  through  June  ofthe  year .  569 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


Beautiful  Mint  State  1837  No  Stars  Dime 
1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  pale  silvery  gr.iv 
toning.  Fully  smick  and  lustrous  with  superb  aesthetic 
appeal.  A  high  quality  specimen  of  this  important  and 
popular  rwo-vear  type.  Not  only  is  this  piece  desirable 
in  tenns  of  its  numerical  grade  and  eye  appeal,  but  a 
die  crack  from  rim  at  4;3(  1  to  center  of  Liberty  and, a 
rotated  reverse  add  to  the  interest  of  this  memorable 
specimen.  An  iwiiting  coin  to  view,  even  more  excit¬ 


ing  to  own .  4.259 

1838  Large  Stars.  B-3220.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

.A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set .  525 

1838  Large  Stars.  No  Drapeiy.  AU-55 .  329 


E.MPHASIS  UN  QUALITY!  At  Bowers  .iiid  .Merena 
tkilleries  we  have  always  beliesed  that  siuality  is  your  best 
buy.  Quality  endures.  .Although  choice  pieces  with  excel¬ 
lent  eye  appeal  are  often  more  expensive  than  "generic"  or 
"sight  unseen"  pieces,  they  are  more  desirable  to  own.  do 
not  need  to  be  replaced  with  better  specimens  within  a 
gis  en  giatle  les  el.  and  are  always  a  jos'  to  view.  Uur  buvers 
including  Gort.lon  Wrubel.  .Mark  Borckardt.  Frank  Van 
Valen.  and  (  kill  Watson,  travelasmuchas  anyone  we  know 
and  are  alwas  s  searching  for  desirable  pieces  for  our  inveii- 
tory.  If  quality  is  a  keyword  m  sour  numismatic  s-oc.ibu- 
I.iiy  .  you've  come  to  the  right  place! 

Memorable  Mint  State  1849-0  Rarity 
1849-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Lightly  mottled  champagne 
surfaces.  Across  the  board  the  silver  coinage  at  New 
Glrleaiis  in  1849  is  memorable  for  its  eltisiye  charac¬ 
ter.  Veiy  few  specimens  have  survived  in  higher 
grades.  The  Liberts'  Seated  dime  specialist  will  really 
appreciate  this  lovely  coin,  a  iiiitjor  ninty  iiuMS-Bl 
grade,  and  a  coin  with  eye  appeal  to  accompany  the 
grade  designation.  We  rather  imagine  that  once  this 
piece  is  sold  it  will  be  a  long  time  until  we  are  able  to 
acquire  another  for  our  inventory .  3.295 

Superb  Gem  1853  Dime  Arrows  at  Date 

1853  Arrows.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  First  year  of  this  three-year  design.  An  incred¬ 
ibly  high  quality  coin  that  will  be  a  showpiece  in  an 

elegant  type  set .  4.‘)95 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Ideal  for 

a  type  set .  1 .395 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  cham- 
p.igne  surfaces .  1.39.5 

Classic  1858  ProofRarity 
1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lovely  silver  gray  w  ith  mir- 
rtired  surfaces.  Details  all  crisply  struck  and  attractive. 
.3  few  lint  marks  are  noted  on  the,obverse.  as  made, 
from  polishing  ofthe  die  just  before  coining.  This  is 
the  first  vear  that  Proof  coins  were  widelv  sold  to  the 


public,  and  it  is  believed  that  about  219  sets  were  dis¬ 
tributed.  From  this  number,  dozens  h.ive  disappeared. 
Today  we  iinagine  that  not  many  more  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  1858  Proof  dimes  survive,  of  which  this  is  cer7 
tainly  one  ofthe  finer  examples;  Wiat  a  prize  this  will 
be  ill  your  private  collection! . '....2.195 

18b9-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Very  elu¬ 
sive  in  this  grade .  595 

1873  Arrows.  AU-53.  Brilliant .  345 

1873-S  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 

splashes  of  gold.  A  very  scarce  piece,  dozens  of  times 
rarer  than  its  Philadelphia  mint  counterpart.  What  an 
attraction  this  would  be  in  a  type  set!  Or.  more  likely, 
this  will  find  a  home  with  an  appreciative  specialist  in 
the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series .  925 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  W0nderfi.1l  light  am¬ 
ber  surfaces .  1.195 

Possible  Condition  Census  1874  Arrows  Dime 

1874  Arrows.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous  with  satiny  iridescence.  One  ofthe  finest  known 
examples  ofthe  1874  dime,  a  motif  with  arrows  as 
used  only  in  1873  and  1874.  This  will  be  a  prize  for 
anyone  fonning  a  high  qualitv  type  set  or  a  specialized 
date  sequence  at  the  Liberty  Seated  coins  of  this  de¬ 
nomination .  6.751 1 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 95i  1 

1875  AU-.58 . 99 

1876-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  very- 

few  truly  affordable  Carson  City  dimes  in  Mint 
State . 545 

1878  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  659 

Low-Mintage  1879  Dime 

1879  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  superb  gem  Proof 
example  of  this  key  Liberty  Seated  dime  date.  1 .995 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1880  Dime 

1880  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  svith  lovely 
blue.  gold,  and  lilac  highlights.  If  you  can  find  a  better 
one.  buy  it!  'Wliat  a  gem!  However,  to  save  time,  this 
one  is  here  now.  and  can  be  purchased  for  just  4.75(  1 

After  NiKer  coins  began  to  circulate  a^in  in  a  large  way. 
beginning  in  April  1876.  \  ast  quantities  ofearlier  coins  that 
had  been  hoarded  by  the  public  tin  the  eve  of  and  early  in 
the  Cis'il  War  came  out  of  hiding.  The  result  was  a  glut  of 
dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  which  resulted  in  mint¬ 
ages  dropping  precipitately  in  1879  and  continuing  in  the 
tiiine  series  for  several  years  thereafter  (longer  for  the 
quarters  aiul  halfdoliars). 

Superb  Gem  Circulation  Strike  1880  Dime 

1880  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  witli  immaculate  and  re¬ 
flective  surfaces.  Only  36.999  pieces  were  struck  in 
1889.  and  Breen  asserts  that  circulation  strikes  are 
scarcer  than  Proofs.  Few  surs  ive  finer  than  this  im¬ 
pressive  specimen .  2.259 

Gemmy  1883  Dime 

1883  MS-66  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustrous  white  sur¬ 
faces.  We  don't  use  ycii/ni)'  very  often,  but  we  are 


moved  to  use  it  now.  A  beautiful  coin! .  1.795 

1884  MS-65(PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champagne  sur- 
taecs . ' . '.  1.295 

1890- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Bnlliant .  1.995 

1891  MS-64  (PCC.S).  Brilliant .  475 

1891- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1 . 1')5 


Barber  Dimes 


Amazing  Gem  Proof  1893  Dime 
1893  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Deeplv  mirrored  fields  with 
e.xceptionallv  lustrous  devices.  Notable  quality — as 
Proof-(t7-eoms  are  almost,  but  not  quite,  as  elusive  as 
hens'  teeth.  .A  beauts-  to  behold! .  4.759 


Helen  Carmody-Leho 

We  mourn  the  passing  of  our  friend 
Helen  Carmody-Lebo.  A  tribute  will  be 
featured  in  our  next  Coin  Collector  issue. 


Coin  Quiz 

Without  any  planning,  the  theme  of  this  coin  quiz  became  numismatic  personalities.  The  stories  of  the  people  behind  our  favorite 

numismatic  items  could,  in  most  cases,  be  the  subject  of  a  normal  length  biography  themselves!  T ry  these  tidbits  about  some  important  (but 

not  necessarily  famous)  American  numismatic  characters. 

1.  Bela  Lyon  Pratt,  the  designer  of  the  3.  Born  in  Boscawen,  NH  in  1806,  this 

5.  Which  noted  large  cent  collector  is 

Indian  $2.50  and  $5.00  coins,  was  from 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  depicted  on  the 

credited  with  discovery  of  the  1 900  O/ 

what  American  city? 

25C  Fractional  Currency,  third  issue,  and  the 

CC  silver  dollar? 

a.  San  Francisco 

Second  Charter  $10  National  Bank  Note: 

a.  Ed  Frossard 

b.  Omaha 

a.  Michael  Hillegas 

b.  Henry  Hines 

c.  Boston 

b.  Salmon  Chase 

c  Howard  Newcomb 

d.  Charlotte 

c.  William  Crawford 

d.  Herman  Halpern 

2.  National  Coin  Week,  an  annual 
celebration  of  numismatics  sponsored  by 

d.  William  Fessenden 

4.  Charles  Barber  and  George  Morgan, 

Bonus:  The  etymology  of  the  word 
“penny”  begins  with  what  pre-existing 

the  American  Numismatic  Association, 

both  chief  engravers  of  the  Mint,  teamed  up  to 

denomination? 

was  first  suggested  by  what  early  20'’’ 

work  on  commemorative  coinage  from  what 

a.  pfennig 

century  dealer? 

exposition? 

b.  denarius 

a.  Samuel  Hudson  Chapman  — 

a.  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  of  1893 

c.  pennia 

b.  Julius  Guttag 

b.  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  of  1904 

d.  cent 

c.  Lyman  Low 

d.  B.  Max  Mehl 

c.  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition  of  1 905 

d.  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  of  1 91 5 

•q-snuoq  ‘>5  ‘l>k  ‘P:£  ‘q-Z  ‘>l  ^SUHAASNV 

( i.jllcncs  \\  c  licivc  Ivcn  dclivoriiiii  kjiuliry  coins  to  collcc- 
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1894  Proof-64  fPCClSi.  Brilli.mt,  A  vpli'iulid  chokv 
I'rootApeciinoii  of  this  oIumvc  d.uc.  Ncarlv  rlif  equal 
of  iiiaiiv  i'cm  Proo^  on  the  market,  at  a  'uh'tantially 
lower  pnee,  .Adtl  it  to  voiir  eolleetion  tor  onlv  . 

t.}L'ALlTY:  The  liimeiN.uul  Meivn.i  Jitfereiieel  F-or 
i>\'er  4^  \ears.  Miiee  our  tliLUuliiie  in  I'it'',  h.i\e  been 
yupph  inuk'lioiy  e.  rare.aiul  nuerestine  y  oniN.  token v.  nie.l- 
.if.  atul  paper  inone\'  to  hiMnniinatine  eollei  tors,  .lealere. 
.iiul  nuiseuiity.  h'./jiit/iry  o  important  to  eon.  \'*ni’\‘e  eonie 
to  the  ripht  plate.  Let  us  help  vt'U  binkl  a  fine  ttillet  tioii 
.  oiiibinnip exeellein  quaint  .iiitl  value  It'r  the  prite  paiiL 

1895  AU-53.  Lovelv  ehampagne  Mirfieet  with  ^oltlen 

peripheral  toninp .  (i.5' ' 

1895-S  .VIS-63  (PCCiS).  Bnlliant.  thai-ply  tcniek.  aiitl 
hiithlv  Itietrout.  .A  remarkable  e.xample  of  thi'  early 
Barber  ihme.  a  piece  combining  high  nuinenc.il  gr.ide 
with  a  generout  quotient  ot  old-tathioned  eve  appeal. 
Succinctlv  stated,  this  is  a  pure  for  the  t  onnoisseur,  .An 
ini|iort.int  opportumn’  for  vou  to  add  this  date  to  your 

Barber  dime  collection .  I .'  id.5 

Barber  dunes  111  MS-n.i.nid  MS-f4.  n'tarefulK’ selected 
i.is  we  tlo  w  hen  we  bin'  them  tor  our  mwnttnv  i.  lonii  an 
interesting  spet  i.ilty.  and  tme  that  mounts  a  tlistmcl  chal¬ 
lenge.  L'se  this  istue  to  start  sour  svsteiii.HK  csilleetioii  ot 
this  slesign.  or  to  .nisi  to  one  sou  alre.Kls  have. 

1S>).5-S  EF-411 .  :i5 

I.S')~  .MS-bd  (NCiCl.  Faint  golden  toned  obverse  with 
fully  brilliant  reverse.  E.\ceptional  satiny  lustre.  2”') 
1899  MS-65  '  PC'('.S).  .A  delightful  gem  with  brilliant 

frosty  lustre .  (i‘f5 

1899-S  MS-63  (NCiCj.  Bnlliant  with  satiny  lustre  and  a 
whisper  oflight  golden  peripheral  toning.  Parallel  diago¬ 
nal  planchet  striations  on  Libeny's  cheek  were  part  of  the 


minting  procedure  and  do  not  atiect  the  grade.  ...  (/L5 
1903-S  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce  San 
Francisco  .Mint  dime .  ”.5ii 


Gem  1905-0  Dime 

1905-0  MS-65  (NGCi.  Lovely  golden  surtaces.  This  is 
a  scarce  issue  which  seldom  appears  on  the  market.  .An 


opportunity  to  be  considered  by  the  specialist.  1  .(>Si  i 

|0(i5-OAU-53 .  I'iS 

19i  ifi-S  .AU-5i  1.  Light  golden  surtaces .  129 

1 91  iT-S  .AL'-A.i.  Nice  white  centers  with  golden  toning 
on  the  peripherals . . . :.. .  1S9 


Stunning  Gem  1908  Dime 

1908  MS-66  (PCGS).  .An  impeccable  gem  with  fulK' 
brilliant  frosty  lustre  radiating  from  within,  just  a  trace 
of  deep  gold  toning  is  visible  on  the  rewrse.  outside 
the  wreath .  I.S9.5 

|9|ii  Ab'-.53.  Brilliant  white  surfaces  with  hints  of 
champagne  retlections .  9'i 

1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharplv  stnick  and  bnlliant  with 
light  champagne  surfaces.  .A  lov  ely  gem  example.  629 

|9|  I  ,AU-53.  Champ.igne  surtaces  with  darker  toning 
within  the  letters .  "9 

Superb  Gem  1911-S  Dime 

191 1- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .Although  not  a  rar¬ 

ity.  this  issue  is  very  hard  to  find  in  such  c/ee.iiif  pres¬ 
ervation!  .  1.495 

1912  MS-65  (NGC).  .A  delightful  sharply  struck  gem 

with  fully  brilliant  lustre  on  the  obverse,  very  lightlv 
toned  reverse .  629 

1912- D  AU-53.  Lightly  toned . 89 

1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  ..  595 

1 9 1 2- S  .AU-53.  Lightlv  toned .  1 1 19 

1913  Proof-64  ( PCGS).  .A  lovely  brilliant  cameo  Proof 

Very  light  peripheral  iridescent  toning.  Very  scarce — 
just  think  of  it.  Only  a  few  hundred  such  pieces  exist 
in  an  arena  in  which  millions  of  .Americans  collect  rare 
coins! .  (i95 

|9|3  MS-64  (PCGSl.  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant  with 
sfilashes  of  very  light  gold  toning .  2”  9 

Lovely  Mint  State  1913-S  Dime 

1913- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  bril¬ 
liant.  .An  exceptional  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  in  the  Barber  dime  series — a  classic  years  ago  and 
a  classic  today.  Onlv  at  widelv  spiaced  intervals  does 
such  a  high  gr.ide  piece  appear.  Just  5111.111111  were 
minted,  second  lowest  in  the  entire  collectible  series 
behind  IH95-0.  We  see  lots  ofi'.i/iic  here!  ....  2.1.5ii 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  .A  delightful  gem  example  with 

light  champagne  surfaces .  (i29 

19 1'4-D  MS-(i4  (PCGS).  Sharply  stnick  with  outstand¬ 
ing  brilliant  lustre .  295 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  veiy  light 


amber  toning  on  the  devices,  especially  on  the  ob¬ 
verse .  639 

Premium  Gem  1916  Barber  Dime 
1916  Barber.  MS-66  '  PCGS).  .A  fitting  end  to  our  of¬ 
fering  of  superb  Barber  dimes,  this  lovely  gem  is 
sharplv  struck  with  fully  brilliant  frostv  lustre.  I  ..5.5ii 
1916  Barber.  .AU-5.5.  Champsagne  and  golden  surfaces 
with  some  golden  highlights  on  the  reverse . 9') 

Mercury  Dimes 


Lovely  1916-D  Mercury  lOe  Rarity 
1916-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surt.ii^‘s  with  light 
champagne  highlights.  .An  e.xceptional  e.xample  of  the 
date  where  the  gr.ide  and  eve  appeal  are  concerned.  In¬ 
deed.  examples  of  this  date  in  choice  .AU  such  as  of¬ 
fered  here  are  about  as  rare  as  .Mint  State  coins,  but  are 
more  affordable.  .A  thoroughlv  pleasing  spsecimen  of 
the  key  date  in  the  .Mercuiy  dime  series.  .1  coin  that  is 

ever  so  close  to  full  Uncirculated .  5.“5i  1 

1916-D  VG-8  (AN.ACSi.  Brilliant .  S'S 

1916-S  MS-66  FB  PCGSk  Reflective  and  lustrous 
with  subtle  russet,  violet,  and  gold  iridesceiK’e.  Solidlv 


struck  and  verv  attractive,  this  piece  is  neaiiv 

unimprovable .  1.295 

PM'-D  ,VlS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  silver  grav 

with  full  cartwheel .  295 

1 9 1  "-O  .AU-53.  Lightlv  toned .  115 


Superb  Gem  1917-S  Dime 

1917-S  MS-66  FB  PCGSi.  Full  mint  lustre  on  bril¬ 
liant  silver-white  surfaces.  Boldly  struck  and  im¬ 
maculately  well-preser\’ed.  only  six  spsecimeiis  have 
been  graded  higher  bv  PCGS.  .An  impressive  earlv 

.Vlercuiy  dime .  2.35ii 

1917-S  MS-65  FB  NGC':.  Soft  iridescent  toning  on 
brightly  lustrous  surfaces.  Excellent  eye  apspeal  and 
choice  for  the  grade,  simplv  .1  superb  example. .  995 

1917- S  MS-65  I  PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  mint  lus¬ 

tre  and  just  a  blush  ofcopipeiv  toning.  .An  enticing 
gem .  529 

1918- D  MS-66  (PCGSl.  Brilliant  with  thick  s'.trtwheel 

lustre  and  (ust  a  splash  of  coppery  toning.  Nice  eve  ap- 
fieal.  .A  difficult  coin  to  find  this  nice  and  ne.irlv  im¬ 
possible  to  find  finer .  1 .'  i95 

1918- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  .A  brilliant  gem  with  even  sil- 
wr  gra\'  surfaces  and  choice  cartwheel  lustre.  ...  (i39 

|9|,S-h  .MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  3|9 

19IS-S  .MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  eye  apipeal  and  unbro¬ 
ken  mint  lustre .  435 

1919- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  pleasing  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre .  495 

Splendid  Mint  State  1921  10c  Key 
1921  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  peripheral 
toning  and  superior  eye  appeal.  Veiy  lustrous  and 
boldly  struck.  C)f  comparable  outright  scarcirs’  to  the 
1916-D  in  this  gi'.ide.  the  1 921  is  a  well-known  r.ir- 
iy  in  the  series  and  is  veiy  difficult  to  locate  in  grades 
surpassing  the  present  example.  .A  los'ely  specimen  and 
an  ideal  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  .Mercuiw  dime  series .  2.29.5 

1923  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Full  camvheel  lustre  on  brilliant 
and  immaculate  surfaces.  Exceptional  eye  appseal.  49,5 
1923  .MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  and  subtle  iridescent 
toning  with  full  mint  lustre  and  outstanding  eye  ap¬ 
peal .  259 

1924-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS),  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous. 
.Absolutely  all  details  are  well  struck,  including  the  leg¬ 
end  at  the  top  of  the  reverse  which  so  frequentlv  ex¬ 
hibits  flatness  even  with  fully  split  bands.  Great  eve 


apspseal  on  this  remarkable  gem .  1 .4~  1 

1924-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59,5 


Notable  1924-S  Dime 

1924- S  MS-63  FB  i  NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

choice  ep-e  appeal  for  the  grade.  Boldh’  struck,  veiy  at¬ 
tractive.  and  difficult  to  find  finer .  2. 1 5i  1 

1925- S  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Pleasing  toning  in  shades 
of  olive,  amber,  and  gunmetal-blue  dominate  the  ob¬ 
verse  while  the  reverse  is  mosth'  brilliant.  Excellent 
e\'e  appeal  and  full  of  mint  lustre.  This  splendid  speci¬ 
men  is  pedigreed  to  the  collection  of  John  Jap'  Pittman 
and  would  likely  improve  anv  fine  collection.  1 .1 195 

|926  .MS-(i6  (PCGSl.  Brilliant  with  unbroken  cartwheel 
lustre  and  superb  epv  appeal.  An  exemplary  gem.  435 


MONETARY  HISTORY 


Although  we  think  of  transactions  in  the 
United  States  being  done  in  dollars,  this  was 
not  always  the  case.  In  the  late  1 9th  century 
certain  banks  in  the  West,  as  well  as  some 
in  the  East,  made  payments  in  specific  types 
of  money,  the  values  of  which  varied  accord¬ 
ing  to  commercial  exchange  lists.  Shown 
here  are  some  checks  from  Arizona.  One 
drawn  on  the  Pima  County  Bank,  April  19, 


1879,  is  payable  in  “fifty  (greenback)  dol¬ 
lars,”  referring  to  federal  paper  money.  This 
traded  at  a  lower  value  than  gold  coins  at  the 
time.  A  check  drawn  for  $100  on  L.M. 
Jacobs  and  Co.,  Bankers,  Tucson,  May  6, 
1879,  is  specifically  payable  in  “silver  dol¬ 
lars."  A  check  drawn  at  Hermosillo,  Decem¬ 
ber  6,  1881,  is  specifically  payable  in  “forty 
Mexican  silver  dollars." 


192(1-0  ,V!5-63  FB  (PUGS).  P.ik-  golden  Mirf.ieev  widi 
the  lusrre  of.i  gem.  Full  of  eve  .ippe.il.  fully  -.triiek.  .iiid 
ehoiee  for  the  gr.ide .  '89 

1927  MS-66  FB  (NGO.  Brilh.iiir  with  subtle  toiiiiigth.it 
eiih.inees  its  look.  Giv.it  lustre  .iiid  e\  e  .ippe.il.  .  1 .1 195 

1927- D  MS-65  (NGU).  Fullvbnlli.mt  with  exeepttoii.il 

lustre  .md  el.tiiiis  to  .i  higher  gr.ide .  951 1 

1928- S  MS-66  (NGU).  Brilli.iiit  .md  lustrous  with  .1 

veiv  sh.irp  strike,  despite  not  being  desigii.ited  with  full 
split  Kinds.  .All  exeellent  v.iltie  .it .  595 

1928-S  .MS-64  (PUGS).  Light  eh.mip.igiie  toning  .ind 
full  e.irnvheel  lustre,  lii'f few  ounees  of  pressure  .it 
striking  time  .iw.ty  from  full  split  Kinds . '29 

1929  MS-(>(i  FB  (PUGS)  Brilli.mt  .md  lustrous  with 
subtle  golden  peripheries .  349 

1929  ,MS-(i(i  (PUGS).  Brilli.iiit  .md  fullv  lustrous,  |(i.5 

1930  MS-66  FB  (PUGS'.  Brilli.iiit  with  outst.tndmg 

lustre  Jiid  strike .  1 .29.5 

|9,’sii-S  ,MS-66  FB  (PUGS).  Brilli.iiit .  1.29.5 

Outstanding  .MS-66  FB  Dime 

1931  MS-66  FB  ( PUGS).  Superb  bl.ist  white  with  1111- 

ni.ieiil.ite  surf.iees  .iiid  impressive  lustre,  PUGS  h.is 
certified  onlv  two  speeimeiis  .it  .1  higher  gr.ide:  we 
im.igine  this  piece  c.m  hold  its  own  111  .111  eye  .ippe.il 
competition  with  .inv  specimen  ext.int .  1 .59.5 

Sharply  Struck  Gem  1931  Dime 

1931  MS-66  FB  (PUGS'.  Brilli.iiit  white  centers  with 
light  gold  toning  .irouiid  the  peripheiy .  1 .895 

1931-0  .MS-(i4  FB  ( PUGSi.  Fully  lustrous  with  .1  light 
golden  tone.  Veiy  choice  for  the  gr.ide .  295 


Sharp  Gem  1931-S  .Mercury'  Dime 
1931-S  MS-65  FB  (PUGS).  Brilli.mt  .ind  lustrous.  I.'i*)5 
1931-S  MS-64  FB  iPC'GSi.  Brilli.int  with  just  .1  hint  ot 
subtle  toning  in  the  iiitnc.icies  of  the  reverse  design  .ind 
.It  the  e.xtreine  penpheiv.  .A  choice  specimen.  ...  (i(i5 

1934- D  MS-66  FB  iPUGSi.  Brilli.mt.  lustrous,  .md 

fully  struck.  .A  nice  white  spesiinen . '*95 

1935- S  MS-66  FB  (PUGS).  Brilli.mt  .md  displ.iying.in 

exempl.iiy  lustrous  c.irtwheel .  ”3') 

1936  Proof-65  (PUGSi.  lmm.icul.ite  .ind  brilli.mt  mir¬ 
rored  suffices.  ,A  gem  th.it  would  be  difficult  ti'  im¬ 
prove  upon  in  terms  ot  visu.il  .1ppe.1l .  '(95 

|93(i-0  .MS-611  FB  (PUGS'.  Brilli.mt .  4(i5 

|93~-S  .MS-(i(i  FB  (PUGS,.  Brilli.mt  .md  choice.  269 
1938  Proof-(i(i  (NGU'.  Brilli.int . '25 


I93S-S  .MS-(i3  FB.  Brilli.mt . 3') 

1939  Proof-(>(i  (NGU'.  Brillumt . 

1939  Proof-(i,5  (PUGSi.  Brilli.mt .  225 


Oo  you  eiiios'  collecting  .Mcrcuiv  Junes:  (f  so.  .iii.i  if 
ijiiiility  .ukI  ni/iic  .ire  iiiiport.iiit  to  you.  seiul  iis  .1  tn.il  order. 
Uli.iiices  .ire  gi's'.u  tl1.1t  you  will  c.iil  upon  Bowers  .iiul 
.Mereii.i  U,.illeries  .0  vou  finish  the  rest  of\our  set!  (Jtuiliiy- 
iri.'f.  our  stock  h.is  no  esju.ill 


1939  Proof-62  'NGU).  Brilli.int .  I')9 

1939  MS-67  FB  (PUGS).  .Mostly  brilli.int  with  .1  whis¬ 
per  oflight  yellow  toning .  iL5 

I93')-D  .\is-(r  FB  (PUGS).  Brilli.iiit  with  impressitiiii'.j 
retlective  fields  ti1.1t  give  this  coin  .1  prootlike  look.  .A 

superb  specimen .  299 

l')4ii  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilli.int .  199 

19411  Proof-65  (PUGS).  Brilliant .  |9') 

I94II  .MS-(i6  FB  (PCGS).  Brilli.mt . 

I94II-S  .MS-(i7  (NGC).  Brilli.mt .  1  Pi 


I94II-S  .MS-66  FB.  Brilli.int .  I '>5 

1941  Proof-67  (NGU.).  Brilliant .  .'"S 

1941  Proof-65  (PUGS).  Brilliant .  UP 

1941-1)  .MS-67  FB  (PUGS).  Bnlliant .  1,59 

I94I-S  .MS-(i7  (PUGS).  Brillunt .  In') 

1942/1  AU-55  (NGU).  Brilli.int  with  .1  hint  of  gold  at 

the  peripheiy .  '>“5 

1942/1  VF-30  (PUGS).  .A  nice  example  at  this  grade 
level . '499 


1942-1)  .MS-67  (NGC).  Brilli.int  centers  with  light 


golden  peripheral  toning . “9 

1942- S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  795 

l‘U3  .MS-(i7  (NGU).  Brilli.int . 55 

1943- D  .MS-(i5  FB  (PCCiS).  Brilliant . .'9 

194.5-S  .VlS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  379 

1943-S  .MS-66  FB  (PUGS).  Brilli.int . ’>9 

1944  .ms-66  iNGU).  Brilliant . 49 

1 944  .MS-(i6  (PUGS).  Brilli.mt.  VX’e  recentlv  bought  a 

group  of  PCGS  beauties!  Buy  one  for . 4') 


Use  this  listing  to  buikl  votirown  set  ofelioice  .Mint  St.ite 
.Mercuiy  tliiiies.  VVe  offer  .1  coiiibiii.uioii  of  high  tetiiiiic.il 
(nuiiiericali  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal,  plus  reasonable 
market  price. 

l‘U4-l)  .MS-67  FB  (NGO.  Brilli.mt . 

1944-S  .ms-67  (PCGSl.  Brilliant .  I.V) 

1944- S  .MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1945- 1)  .MS.-66  (PUGS).  Brilli.mt . 3') 

1945-S  MS-67  FB  iPCGSi.  .A  wonderful  example  with 

none  graded  higher  by  PU(  IS  .  84‘l 

1945-S  MS-(i,5  (PCGS).  Brilliant . '9 

194.5- S  ms-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . ,39 

194.5- .S  .Micro  S.  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilli.int  with  beau¬ 
tiful  peripheral  rose  and  blue  toning .  1 3') 


Roosevelt  Dimes 


1946 .MS-66  (PCGSl.  Brilli.mt.  Weli.ivejustmadea  tivilv 
iiiiinv/iH/.s  purchase  ol  Roosevelt  dimes.  Uonsistiiig  ot 
PUCiS-gr.ided  coins  in  elegant  high  grades  and  with 
beautitiil  eye  appeal,  the  acquisititm  was  spread  over 
many  dates  and  mints,  with  multiples  of  some.  Begin 
here  with  the  first  year  of  isstie  and  continue  to  peruse 
the  listing,  selecting  whichever  pieces  you  need.  We 

im.igine  that  the  offering  will  sell  veiv  quickh' . '2 

1946-1)  .MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . '. . 1').5 

1946-1)  .MS-(i(i  (PCtlSi.  Brilli.int . 32 

I't4(.-S  .MS-6(.  (PUGSi.  Brilliant .  .''2 

I  'U“  MS-(4>  ( PUGS).  Brilliant . '2 

P)4'-1)  .MS-67  (PUGSi.  Brilliant .  2'I5 

Pt4”-I)  .MS-titi  (PUGS).  Brilliant .  32 

l‘U7-S  .MS-6()  (PUGSi  Brilli.int.  . 32 

1948  ,VlS-66  (PUGS).  Brilli.int . 32 

1948-1')  .MS-(i7  (PUGS).  Brilli.mt .  139 

1948-1)  .MS-6(i  (PUCiSi.  Brilliant . 32 


948-S  .MS-6'  (PUGS).  Brilliant .  179 

')48-S  .MS-(i(i  (PUGS).  Brilliant .  32 

')4')-l)  .MS-(i7  (PUGS).  Brilliant .  159 

'(49-1)  .MS-iiti  ilRIGS).  Bnlliant .  49 

9511-I)  .MS-(>6  (PUGS),  Brilli.int . 32 

952-1)  .MS-(i(i  (PUGS).  Brilliant .  59 

'152-S  .MS-(i(i  (PUGS).  Brilliant .  (i9 

'<53-1)  .MS-(i(i  (PUGS).  Brilli.int . 32 

‘)5,'-S  ,MS-(i7  (PUGS).  Brilli.mt .  159 

‘).53-S  .MS-(i(i  (PUGS).  Bnlliant . 32 

954  MS-(i()  (PC'GS).  Brilli.int . 32 

')54-1)  .MS-(ifi  (PUGS).  Brilli.int . 32 

954- S  .MS-66  ( PUGS).  Brilliant . 32 

'i55  .MS-(i(i  (PUGS).  Brilliant . . .  32 

955- 1)  .MS-(ifi  (PUGSi.  Brilli.mt .  32 

')55-S  .MS-6fi  (PUGSi.  Brilliant .  32 

95(i  .MS-(i(i  (PCGSl.  Brilliant . 32 

95(i-l)  .MS-(i('  (PCGSl.  Brilliant .  32 

95'  .MS-6(i  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

‘)5S  .MS-(i(i  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

958-1 )  ,MS-(C  ,  PC(  iSl.  Lustrous  with  light  yellow 

peripheral  toning.  Tied  for  finest  certified  bv 

pciis . ' . 59 

958-1)  .MS-(i(i  (PCGSl.  Brilliant .  32 

‘).59  .MS-(i6  (PCCtSi.  Brilliant . 32 

'159-I )  .MS-6(i  ( PU(  is  I.  Brilli.int . 32 

Of, 1 1  MS-()(i  I  PCGSl.  Brilli.mt . ,'2 

'Kiii-D  .MS-ti6  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

'hil  .MS-(i(i  (PCGSl.  Brilliant . 32 

')(i I -1)  .MS-(i(i  ( PCGSl.  Brilliant . 32 

'(62  .MS-(i(i  (PCGSl.  Brilli.mt . 32 

9(i2-i )  .MS-116  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  32 


P)(>.'  Proof-(C  Deep  Cameo  (PUGS),  Brilliant . 49 

pill.'  .MS-(i(i  iPCGS'.  Brilliant .  32 

P)(i.i-1 )  .MS-(i(i  (PUGS).  Brilliant .  32 

p)(i4  .MS-(i(i  (PCGSl.  Brilliant .  32 

p)(i4-|)  .MS-61 1 1  PCGSl.  Brilliant.  Last  of  the  silver  con¬ 
tent  dimes . 32 

l‘i')K-S  Proof-(i9  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  2“ 
1999-P  Mint  error.  MS-64  (PUGS).  Two  planchets 
per'in.mentlv  bonded  together  by  being  stmek  siniul- 
taneouslv.  the  first  strike  for  the  upper  planchet  and  the 
second  strike  for  the  prer  iously-coiiied  bottom  one.  .A 
fiscmatingand  visu.illv  impressive  set  ofeiTor  coins  that 
perfectK'  captures  ,1  moment  berween  the  dies.  ..  (i79 


TWENTY-CENT  PIECES 


Choice  Mint  State  1875-CC  20e 
1875-CC  MS-64  (PUGS).  Sharply  struck  with  light 
champagne  surtaces.  Slight  weakness  at  top  of  the  wing 
to  ol'sen  er’s  left  is  typical  tif  virtually  every  known  ex¬ 
ample.  This  is  the  only  collectible  coin  of  this  denomi¬ 
nation  from  the  Uarsoii  City  .Mint,  and  thus  it  is 
especially  desirable  to  a  wide  range  of  collectors.  3. 1 .5i  1 

Lovely  1875-S  Twenty-Cent  Piece 
1875-S  MS-64  (PUGS).  Lustrous  surtaces  with  rose 

highlights .  I.')5ii 

1876  MS-63  ( PUGS).  Lustrous  surtaces  with  light  am¬ 
ber  peripheral  toning .  1 .39,5 

1876  AU-58.  Brilliant .  679 

Choice  Proof-Only  1878  20c 
1878  Proof-64  (PUGS).  .An  outstanding  bright  silver 
cameo  Proof  with  exceptionally  deep  mirrored  fields 
and  highh’  lustrous  devices.  A  Proof-only  isstie  and 
among  a  small  quantity  ofsiiivivors  from  the  mintage 
ot  7(ii  I  coins .  4.9'),5 

Lovely  Proof  1878  20c 

1878  Proof-63  (PUGS).  Very  light  silvery  gray  with 
mirrored  fields  and  wonderful  frosre  devices.  2.495 


QUARTER  DOLLARS 


Libeily  Seated  Quarters 


Lovely  1843-0  Quarter 

1843-0  Small  O.  AU-58  (NGU).  Frosty  devices  with 
light  champagne  surfaces.  .As  a  class  the  quarter  dol¬ 
lars  ot  the  1 841  Is  are  considerably  more  elusive  than  are 
examples  of  the  other  silver  denominations.  .  1  .(>5i  1 

Rare  1849-0  Liberty  Seated  25c 

1849-0  V'F-30  PUUiS).  Nice  golden  brown  with  blue 
and  amber  highlights.  Just  Iti.iiim  e.xamples  were 
minted.  This  is  one  of  the  important  rarities  among 
Libertv  Seated  quarter  dollars,  seldom  encountered  in 
anv  gr.ide .  2.3.5ii 

Choice  Mint  State  1850  Quarter 
Finest  PCGS  Graded 

1850  MS-64  (PU(  IS).  Brilli.int  and  lustrous  with  bright 
fields  and  considerable  aesthetic  appeal.  .A  rarirs'  in 
-Mint  State.  .An  outstanding  specimen  and  the  finest 
gr.ided  b\'  PUGS.  .A  glorious  pnze.  Lik-ully.  it  doesn't 


get  any  better  than  this!  . . .  (i.2.5ii 

1851-0  EF-45  I  PUGS).  Deeply  toned .  1.375 

1864  Proof-63.  Frosrv  with  light  champagne  surfaces. 
\  eiv  Se.irce  and  emmentlv  desirable .  1 .'  i9,5 


7 


IHCxH  VF-35  lANAC'Si . 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  NCit'l.  Uriiluiit  >.cnttr'-  w  ith 

light  golden  pcripher.il  toning.  Esventi.il  tor  nn.  Insion 
in  .1  t\'pe  set.  or  .in  1 H74  e.in  he  seleeted — tor  the  witli- 
.irrows  niotit'.  with  motto  on  rexerse.  w.is  proilneed 
only  in  these  two  ve.irs . 

1874  Arrows.  AU-58  il’C  (ISi.  hrootlike  snrt'.ieeswith 

.1  hint  ot  light  gr.iv  toning.  .An  iinport.int  soin  tor  the 
type  set  eolleetor .  h2') 

Lustrous  Gem  1877  Liberty  Quarter 
1877  MS-65  I  PC(  iSi.  Brilli.mt  with  ehoice  iinhroken 
lustre.  Frosted  devices  ,ind  verv  choice  tor  the 
gr.ide — ,in  ide.il  c.indid.ite  t'or.i  high-gr.ide  tvpe  set. 
Superhl .  1 .7').5 

Magnificent  Gem  1879  Quarter 
1879  MS-66  il'C('iS).  (ire.it  ew  .ippe.il  with  wonder- 
tiil  contr.ist  herween  Miss  Lihertv  .ind  fields.  Low 
inint.ige.  tool  A  true  l.indni.irk  in  the  Liberw  Se.ited 
s|n.irter  series — .i  ple.isnre  to  behold.  .i  ple.isnre  to 
own.  Unqiiestion.iblv  .i  circiil.ition  strike  w  ith  frostv 

white  lustre . V4').5 

1889  MS-64  (I'CGS).  Bnlli.int  golden  snrt.ices.  l  >nl\ 

1 2.1  II II I  minted,  of  which  rel.itivelv  few  survive  m 
lovely  Mint  St.ite  preserwition .  1 . 1 9.5 


Biliber  Qucii  ters 


1892  Type  II  Reverse.  MS-65  (NGCi).  A  delightful 
gem  ex.imple  with  brilli.int  satiiiv  lustre  .iiid  wisps  of 

ch.imp.igne  toning .  I  ..i5i  i 

IS')2-GTvpe  1  Reverse.  .MS-(iii.  Lustrous surt.ices  with 
verv  light  .iiiiber  toning.  .A  lovely  siu.irter  from  w.iv 
down  yonder  in  New  GrIe.ins.  .Among  New Orle.ins 
.Mint  coins,  this  Type  I  reverse  v.irietv  is  much  the 

scarcer .  295 

slight  doubling  is  110101.1  on  topoflN  t  it  1|)  WL.  I  ILL'S  I  ; 
howos'or.  we  do  not  fool  tins  s|ti.iIitios  tiir  the  doubled  die 
obs  erse  v.inets  know  for  tins  isstie. 

1892-0  AU-55.  Bnlliaiit .  1 99 

1892- S  Tvpe  II  Reverse.  AU-5.i  (I'L'tlS).  Light  gi'.iy- 
ish  gold  toning.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce 
issue.  Slightly  scarcer  than  the  Tvpe  I  v.irierv.  ..  .549 

1893- 0  MS-64  (I'CiGS).  Ftillv  brilliant  silver  surfices 
with  a  hint  of  veiy  light  champagne  toning.  Sharply 
struck  and  extremely  pleasing  with  satiny  lustre.  79.5 

1893-1")  AU-53.  Lightly  toned .  2I9 

1 893- S  ,AU-.5i  I  (.ANAGS).  Ivoiy  surt'aces  with  amber  and 
light  blue  toning.  Gonsider.ible  lustre  remains.  ..  295 

1894  MS-64  (NGO.  Frosw  white  lustre  with  a  hint  of 

veiy  light  gold  toning.  .A  lovely  example  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  issue .  '75 

1894- 1.')  AU-.5II.  Lustrous .  299 

1895  .MS-b4.  Brilliant .  425 

1 89.5-0  AU-55.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning  at  the 

rims .  379 

189.5- 0  AU-53  (NGU).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  ...  289 

1896- 0  AU-55.  Brilliant.  The  1896-0  is  elusive  in  all 
grades,  and  even  a  well  worn  example  can  be  called 
Hire.  At  the  AU  lex'el  it  is  especially  hard  to  find.  975 

1897- S  (i-b.  A  nice  e.xample . 29 

1899  Proof-63  (PGGS).  A  sharply  struck  and  attractive 

cameo  Proof  with  very  light  lilac  toning .  629 

1899-0  AU-53  (NGfC).  Light  champagne  surtaces.299 

1899-S  AU-53.  Light  golden  surfices .  475 

19011-0  AU-53.  Brilliant .  429 

19112-0  AU-53.  Brilliant .  295 

1903-S  MS-62  (NGO.  Brilliant  satiny  central  obverse 
and  rex  erse  with  lilac  and  light  gold  toning  surrxunid- 
iiig  Miss  Liberty.  Relatix'ely  loxv  mintage.  1 5th  in  the 
series.  Veiy  ditticiilt  to  find  in  .Mint  State,  and  vet  xerx 
reasonably  priced .  665 

Exciting  Gem  1905  Quarter 
1905  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champ.igne  sur¬ 
faces  xx  ith  some  gold  at  the  rims.  A  truly  cxv/fi/ii;  speci¬ 
men  in  an  elegant  grade  seldom  seen  in  our  inventory 
or  anxvvhere  else! .  2.795 

1 91 1.5- 0  AU-53.  Bniliant  centers  with  amber  penpheral 

toning.  Elusix'e  so  nice .  475 

1907  MS-6S  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  xx  ith  exceptional 
brilliant  siKer  surfices.  Just  a  xvhisper  of  very  light  gold 

toning  is  noted  over  frosty  lustre .  1 .295 

1907  MS-65  (PCCiS).  An  appealing  exampile  with  flint 
golden  toning  over  lustrous  vitiny  surfaces. ...  1 .295 

I9II7-S  AU-53.  Brilliant . 395 

I9II8-D  AU-.5.5.  Brilliant .  |9.5 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  frosty  xvliite  lustre 
x\  ith  a  whisper  of  amber  toning.  A  candidate  fir  your 

type  collection .  595 

I9(i')-1)  AU-.5.5.  Lightly  toned.  Although  imta  rantx,'.  this 
issue  brings  a  slight  premium,  perhaps  due  to  the  rarity 
of  the  Barlx'r  dime  of  this  same  date  and  mint.  ..  I  (>.5 
1 9(  19-1 )  AU-.53.  Brilliant  xx  ith  light  gold  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing .  185 

19|ii  AU-.5.5.  Light  golden  surfices .  |9.5 

1 9 ID-I)  AU-.58.  A  delightful  e.xample.  nearly  fully  bril¬ 
liant,  xvitli  xery  light  traces  tif  toning,  tjuite  sharply 

struck  for  this  issue .  295 

1911  AU-.58.  Light  golden  surfaces .  I(>9 

1911- S  AU-58.'Briiliant .  495 

1912- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  xxith  a  splash  of  pale 

broxvn  toning.  Very  sharply  struck  xx  ith  exceptional 
aesthetic  appeal.  |ust  798.91  mi  minted,  seventhjiyxxest 
in  the  entire  series.  This  is  a  ven  scarce  issue  and  al- 
xx'.ws  in  demand .  9>)5 

1915  .MS-64  (PC(  iS).  l.ox  elv  satin  lustre  with  sliaip  ile- 
sign  features  and  light  champ.igne  toning.  Deeper  gold 

toning  is  present  at  the  borders .  A'A 

1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS),  Exceptional  sjualux  tor  this 
Issue  xxith  lustrous  light  champagne  'Uit.ues.  just 
~i  14.999  w  ere  minted,  sixth  loxx  esi  of  the  senes.  .An 
inipxirt.ini  tipporiunity  fir  the  sjxvialisi . 925 

1 9 1 5- S  .AU-51 1.  Bniliant  silveiv xx lute  suifuvs \x ith  nearlv 
complete  lustre  and  a  hint  ofivnpheral  toning  195 

1916- D  Barber^  i\lS-f5  iPCC.S'i.  Brilli.int  .ind  be.iu- 

titul.  Shaiplv  struck  xx  ith  Irostv  xx  lute  lustre  iikI  xvrv 
li”ht  rose  tonim; .  1 .29.-> 


The  Coin  Collector  ^  February  5,  2001 


This  &  That 

MEDIA  NEWS:  Our  local  TV  cable  netx/vork  recently  announced  that  197  (yes,  197) 
different  channels  are  nox/v  available  to  subscribers.  Trouble  is  that  we  and  other  human 
beings  can  only  watch  one  channel  at  a  time.  •  A  number  of  different  features  about  rare 
coins,  the  1804  silver  dollar  of  $4.2  million  fame,  and  the  S.S.  Central  America  seem  to  be 
popular  to  re-run  on  television  at  various  times.  The  other  day  while  in  our  local 
supermarket  a  friend  said,  “It  was  great  to  see  you  on  television  last  night.”  We  felt  rather 
stupid  when  replying,  “Was  I  on?  What  was  the  show  about?” 

•  •  • 

The  Coin  Collector  is  becoming  collected  in  its  own  right.  Every  once  in  awhile  someone 
sends  a  note  to  say  that  they  are  keeping  or  building  a  file  of  back  issues. 

•  •  • 

GETTING  THERE  is  more  than  half  the  fun.  Sea  History,  one  of  the  101  publications 
(actually,  we  haven’t  counted)  to  which  we  subscribe,  includes  advertisements  for  voyages 
under  full  sail— in  finely  appointed  ships  with  all  of  the  fittings  one  might  have  found  on 
Cleopatra's  barge.  Destinations  do  not  seem  to  be  as  important  as  enjoying  the  experience 
of  traveling. 

•  •  • 

MICROSOFT  AND  GOLD  BARS:  From  a  Microsoft  employee  interview  question  (via 
Fortune  magazine);  QUESTION:  Given  a  gold  bar  that  can  be  cut  exactly  twice  and  a 
contractor  who  must  be  paid  one-seventh  of  a  gold  bar  every  day  for  seven  days,  what  do 
you  do?”  [Obviously,  this  is  not  a  numismatic  question,  for  who  would  want  to  cut  a  gold 
bar?]  ANSWER:  “You  cut  the  bar  at  the  one-seventh  mark  and  the  three-sevenths  mark. 
That  divides  it  into  three  pieces— one  seventh,  two  sevenths,  and  four  sevenths.  The  first  day 
you  give  the  contractor  the  one-seventh.  The  second,  you  give  him  the  two-sevenths  and  ask 
for  your  original  one-seventh  as  change  (this  leaves  him  with  two  sevenths  of  the  gold  bar). 
The  third  day  you  give  him  one  seventh.  On  the  fourth  day  you  give  him  the  four  sevenths 
and  ask  for  the  three  in  return.  And  so  on,  until  you’ve  given  him  all  the  gold  after  the  seventh 
day.” 

•  •  • 

HAVENT  SEEN  a  Sacagawea  dollar  in  circulation  in  New  Hampshire  yet.  Wonder  if 
they  are  in  the  channels  of  commerce  elsewhere?  Kennedy  half  dollars  are  sufficiently  elusive 
that  we  see  one  perhaps  every  year  or  two. 

•  •  • 

THE  BEST  DEMOGRAPHIC  GROUP  for  TV  advertisers  is  the  26-54  age  range,  quite 
a  span,  but  one  which,  apparently,  encompasses  most  of  those  who  make  purchases  after 
watching  TV  ads— this  according  to  several  sources  we’ve  seen  recently.  However,  we 
suspect  that  the  55-65  range,  not  worthwhile  for  TV  advertisers,  includes  a  lot  of  people  who 
spend  a  lot  of  money,  but  perhaps  more  wise/y— without  the  influence  of  TV  ads.  Just  a 
thought. 


1916-D  Barber.  MS-64  (I'CGS).  Froxtx  .iiid  lirilli.iii: 
xx'itli  x’crx'  light  'pLivlios  iif  gokl  tuning .  535 

Liberty  Qiuvters 


Remarkable  Super  Gem  1917  Quarter 
Type  I  Design 

1917  Type  I.  MS-67  FH  (I’CGS).  BriUi.intwliitc  xtirijiv' 
xx'ttli  .1  hint  nf'giikl  highlights  .iroum,!  the  penpheiy  nn 
the  ohx  erse.  This  ilesign  slunx  s  .Miss  Liherrx'  xx  ith  tine 
hiv.ist  exposed.  L.iier  in  the  ye.ir  the  nmtit'xx'.is  inndilied 
.iiid  .Miss  Lihertx.-  xx.is  eiie.iscd  in  .i  suit  ot'.mnor!  For  .i 
long  time  in  iiiiniisni.ine  litenitiire  it  xx  .is  suted  that  the 
public  objeeted  to  the  partial  niidire.  Hoxvex'er.  it  seems 
that  the  reason  had  to  do  xxith  the  xx  orld  war.  and  Lib- 
errx'  xxas  reelothed  in  aniior  to  represent  the  prepared¬ 
ness  ot  the  eounin  to  go  to  xx  ar  it  neeessaiT . 5.895 

1917- S  Type  11.  MS-64  (NGC).  Niee  cartw  heel  lus¬ 

tre  and  attr.ictix  e  x  ariegated  toning  at  the  peripheries 
gix'e  this  com  a  choice  look  for  the  grade .  549 

Gem  1918-D  Quarter 

1918- D  MS-65  I  I’CGSl,  Fully  brilliant  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre.  A  beautiful  gem  xx  ith  strong  eye  appeal.  .  1 .595 

1918-D  MS-64  I  I’CGSl.  Lustrous  surtaces  xx  ith  apspeal- 
lug  pale  gold  txining .  725 

Choice  Mint  State  1918/7-S  Quarter 

1918/7-S  MS-63  (I’CGS).  .A  splendid  specimen  of  the 
rarest  of  all  ma|or  wineries  in  the  1916-1939  Stand¬ 
ing  Libertx'  series.  The  present  specimen  has  about 
5i  1""  lull  head,  displ.iys  bniliant  and  lustrous  surtaces, 
and  IS  one  of  the  finest  xxe  hax-e  ex-er  seen.  Such  coins 
are  fexx-  and  far  betxxeen  ill  nuniismatics.  as  the  xari- 
etx-  xvas  not  recognized  until  years  after  striking,  and 
bx-  that  time  nearly  all  pieces  had  become  considerablx' 
xx  orn.  For  the  adwiiiced  specialist  of  qualitx-  2i  ith-ceii- 
turx  coins  this  represents  one  of  the  most  important 
opportunities  iii  our  present  listing.  An  incredible  r.ir- 
itx'.  an  incredible  coin!  .  29,599 

Lustrous  AU  1918/7-S  Rarity 

1918/7-S  AU-50  (BCGS).  Brilliant  surtaces  with  much 
original  lustre  remaining.  A  splendid  specimen  at  this 
grade  lexvl.  a  piece  that  is  ceriainlx"  in  the  top  A".,  qual- 
ity-xx  ise  of  kiioxx  n  examples,  .An  elite  coin,  a  find  for 
the  discriniiiiatmg  biwer  xx'lio  xx-aiits  a  high  quality 
piece  but  does  not  xx  aiii  to  spend  measurably  more  for 
a  choice  .Mint  State  example .  8.995 

Noteworthy  1919  Quarter  Dollar 

1919  MS-65  FH  ( I’CGS).  Brilliant  satiny  lustre  and  an 
absolutely  full  strike,  hnpressix'e  eye  appeal  that  either 
the  specialist  or  the  txpe  coin  collector  is  sure  to  cher¬ 
ish;  a  xx-orthy  gem .  1 .595 

Gem  1921  Quarter 

1921  MS-65  (ANACS).  Full  cartxx’heel  and  mint  bril¬ 
liance  xx  ith  light  peripheral  lustre  of  russet  and  blue. 
Superb  exv  appeal,  a  beautiful  gem  specimen  of  this 
loxx  -niiiit.ige  date .  1.475 

Lustrous  1927-S  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 

1927-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilli.int.  The  1927-S  in  high 
grades  has  been  a  landmark  issue  ex-er  since  Standing 
Liberty  quarters  became  a  popular  numismatic  spe- 
cialrx-  (beginning  in  a  significant  xvay  in  the  193i  H  xxith 
the  distnbution  of  Wayte  Raymond's  "National"  al¬ 
bums).  Very  fexx-  Mint  St.ite  coins  xx  ere  sax-ed  at  the 
time  ofissue.  and  at  the  AU  lex-el  fexx-  hax-e  ex-er  been 
located .  3.759 

Popular  1927-S  Quarter  Dollar 

1927-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractixe  xxith 
natural  silx-er  surtaces  and  nearly  complete  lustre  and 
a  xxhisper  of  taint  amber  toning .  3.439 

1928  MS-66  (I’CGS).  Brilliant  xxith  full  s.ttiny  lustre  and 

a  bold  strike.  Simply  a  supx^rb  speeinien  xx  ith  a  tlaxx  - 
less  look  and  great  eye  appieal .  1 .295 

1929  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  .A  lustrous  and  attractix  e  coin 

XX  ith  superb  light  mottled  amber,  copper,  and  steel 
blue  toning  likely  imparted  by  an  old-time  album.  An 
eye-appealing  gem .  735 

Splendid  1930  Quarter  Full  Head  Gem 

1930  MS-66  FH  (I’CGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny  xxith  just 

the  lightest  hint  of  subtle  toning  and  full  lustre.  .A  most 
attractixe  and  choice  specimen,  fully  struck  and  popu¬ 
lar  as  the  last  year  ofissue .  1 .651 1 

U’iisliiu^ton  Quarters 

1932-D  AU-55.  Brilliant.  More  elusixe  than  geiierally 


realized .  495 

1932-S  .MS-()9  (ANACS).  Brilliant  xxith  just  a  blush  of 
toning.  Good  lustre  and  xisual  appeal  tor  the  gradc.33.5 

1932-S  AU-.58.  Brillkiiit . ' . 379 

|9,32-S  AU-.5.5.  BrillLint .  229 

19.34- 0  MS-(,3(|’CGS).  BrillLint . 295 

1934-0  AU-.58.  Brilliant .  189 

19.34- 0  .AU-55.  Brilliant .  139 

19.35  .MS-(i(i  (I’CGSl.  Brilliant .  239 

1935  .MS-(i5  (I’CGS).  Brilliant .  I  19 

19.3.5-S  .MS-66(NGC).  Brilliant .  39‘) 

19.3-  .MS-(-5  (I’CGS),  Brilliant .  129 


1938-S  .VlS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  xxliite . 99 

1939  .MS-67  (NGC),  Loveh- golden  toning .  195 

19,39  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . ‘ .  169 

1939  .VlS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1949  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  145 

1949  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1949  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Bniliant .  69 

1941  .MS-66  (PCGS),  BrillLint .  139 

1941  .MS-65  (PCCiS).  Brilhant .  69 

1941-0  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  249 

194 1-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BrillLint .  199 

1941- S  .VlS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1942  .MS-()6  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  159 

1942  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1942- 0  .MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  145 

1942-0  .MS-66  (PCCiS).  Brilliant .  169 

1942- S  .MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bniliant .  1 19 

1943  .MS-6.5  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .59 

1943- D  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Bnllwiit . 219 

194.3-S  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  199 

1943- S  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  I(i9 

1944  .MS-63  (PCGS).  Bniliant . 45 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

1944-E)  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Bniliant . 59 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

1944-S  .MS-65  (NGC).  Subtle  attraetive  x  iolet  toning 

till  xibx  erse .  69 

1944- S  .MS-65  (PCGS).  BrillLiiii . 69 

1945  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  199 

1945  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1945- 1)  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  169 

194.5- 0  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1945- 0  MS-64  (PC(;S).  Bniliant . 49 

194.5- S  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

194.5- S  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1946  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1946- 0  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1 946-0  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1946-S  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1946- S  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .59 

1947- 0  .ms-66  (PCGS).  BrillLint .  Iii9 

1947-0  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilli.int . 69 

1947-S  ms-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  In9 

1947-S  .ms-65  (PCGS).  Bniliant .  .59 

1 948  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Bniliant .  |99 

1948  .MS-(>.5  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

194.5- S  .VlS-(i6  (NGC).  Brilliant .  |99 


Hk.ix.  you  eolleet  St.ite  Rexerse  quarter^ — .iiid  li.ixe 
divt'oxered  miniiMii.itie\.  Nt'xv.  lioxx  about  the  u.'f  i’t*//ji 
1 1 \hliin^ioii  ./i/.i;tci  .',7je.'.’  1  l.itiiig  b.iek  to  1  *1,32.  the  -.erieN  o 
ixplete  \\  ith  iii.niy  interesting  x  arieries.  r.irities.  et, ..  most 
ofxx  liieli  are  quite  tnesgeusix  e.  C'Ctlie  prs-seiitlist  to  build 
xour  eolleetioit.  You’ll  loxe  our  siualitx.  and  the  x.ilue  xxe 
xielixer  is  iv.iiix  exi'elleut! 

1')48Ls  .M.S-66(Pc:GS).  Bnlhant .  |n9 

l')48-S  MS-(>.5  (PCGS).  Brilliant . (i9 

l‘»4')  .ms-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  23') 

l')4')  MS-(i4  (PCGS).  BrillLint .  69 

I ')4')-0  , ms-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  169 

l')4'i-0  .\'lS-65  T’CGSl.  BrillLint.  , . 89 

l')5ii  .MS-(i(i  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  I  1‘) 

l‘)5n-0  MS-lifi  (PCGS!.  Brilli.int .  1 1') 


195(1-0  .MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  29 

19.5(i-S  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  129 

195(i-S  .VlS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1951  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .'  129 

1951  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1951-0  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  189 

195 1-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  highest 

graded .  35ii 

l')51-S  .MS-66  (PCGS).  BrillLint .  139 

19.52- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

l'T52-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

19.53- S  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BrillLint . 49 

1954  M.S-66  (NGC),  BriUiant .  1 19 

1954  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

19.54- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brillunt .  1  19 

l')54-S  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Bniliant .  I  19 

1954- S  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1955  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

1955  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1956  .MS-66  (PCGS).  BrillLint .  li)9 

1956  MS-6.5  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . 39 

1>;57  .ms-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

19.57  MS-65  (PCGS).  BrillLint . 39 

1957-0  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .39 

19.58  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

19.58  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 'W 

19.58  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brimant . 39 

1959  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1  19 

19.59  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

19.5')-0  ms-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

19.59-0  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . ,39 

19611  .ms-66  (PCGS).  BrillLint .  1 19 

19611  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

19611-0  .ms-66  (PCC.S).  Brilliant . 1,39 

19611-0  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .39 

l')61  .MS-tx6  ,\GC  .  BriUiant .  149 

l‘«il  .ms-66  PCGS  Brilliant .  149 

I '>61  .MS-65  I  PCC.S).  Brilliant . ,39 

1961-0  .MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . .39 

1962  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1962  .MS-65  (PCCiS).  BriUiant . .39 

1963  Proof-66.  BrillLint . .39 

196.3  .MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1 19 

1963  .MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1 19 

I '>6.3  .MS-(i5  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .39 

I '>6.3-0  .MS-(>(>  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

l'>63-0  .MS-6.5  (I’CCiS).  Brilliant . 3‘> 

1964  ,MS-66  (NCiC).  Brilliant .  1 19 

l'H)4  .MS-(i(i  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

l')(>4  .MS-lo  iPCiGS).  BriUiant .  .39 

l'>64-0  .MS-(i('  iNGC).  Bnlhant . '>9 

l'it.4-0  .ms-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . ')'> 

l')64-0  .MS-(.5  T’CC.Sr  Brilliant . .39 

l')(i5  S.MS  .MS-6"  I  PCC.S  .  Brilliant . ”''> 

1'I66S.MS  .MS-iT  PL  C.Si.  Brilliant .  5'> 

|')')')-S  Silxer  fixe-piexe  xei.  l’roof-6‘)  Deep  Cameo 


I’CGS  .  .All  lixv  ol  the  firxi  xvar  St.ite  xpiarix-rx:  Oel.i- 
XX, ire.  Conneetieut.  Gex'igi.i.  N'exe Jersey.  Pennsylxa- 
nia — a  iandmark  m  United  States  eoiinige — in 

praene.illx  perfeet  qualitx .  279 

I'l'i'i-S  Clad  tixe-pieee  set.  l’roof-6'>  Deep  Cameo 
■I’CGSl .  179 
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The  Coin  Collec:tor  'A  February  5,  2001 


HALF  DOLLARS 


Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1805  0-109.  EF-45  (NGC).  Tliis  is  a  lovely  e.xainple 
with  pleasing  light  gray  surtaees.  Halt' dollars  ot'this 
eoinage  date  are  quite  elusive  in  higher  grades.  1 . 195 

Lustrous  AU  1806  0-109  50p 

1806  0-109.  Pointed  6,  No  Stem.  AU-53  (NGC). 
Oops!  Tlie  engraver  made  a  mistake  and  forgot  the 
end  of  the  olive  braneh  '.teml  The  result  is  that  the 
eagle's  talons  are  grasping  rliiii  ,iirl  Always  popular,  but 
not  otfen  seen  m  this  high  grade.  Deep  iridescent  ton¬ 


ing .  2,.5,5lu 

180'7  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  sil- 
\'er\'  gray  siirt'aces  with  design  weakness  at  top  of  the 
obverse,  rs’pical  of  most  known  e.xamples .  1.995 


Beautiful  1807  0-102  Half  Dollar 
1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attrac¬ 
tive  deep  silver  gray  with  lighter  high  points  and  a 
whisper  ot'bright  gold  in  the  recessed  areas.  An  appeal¬ 
ing  specimen  in  all  respects .  1 .995 

Capped  Bust,  Lettered  Edge  Half  Dollars 

Exceptional  1807  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar 
1807  0-112.  50/20C  Reverse.  AU-58.  Lustrous  with 
attractive  iridescent  toning.  Although  technicalh'  onlv 
AU-5S.  this  has  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  many  solid 
.Mint  State  coins.  A  popular  blundered  die.  the  en- 
i  gras'er  thinking  he  was  preparing  a  i/n.i/Tci  dollar  die. 
then  correcting  his  mistake.  .  .5.159 

Attractive  Mint  State  1809  Half  Dollar 

1809  0-102.  MS-61.  Nicely  toned  and  lustrous 

with  e.xcellent  eye  appeal.  Attractive,  high  quality 
early  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  are  very  difficult  to 
locate . .  I  .,595 

1810  0-101.  AU-58.  Nicely  toned .  S95 

IS  19  0-19.5.  AU-59  (NGC).  Attractive  light  silver  sur- 

taces.  Slight  central  weakness  is  noted .  4,59 

1814  0-105.  AU-55  (NGC).  A  natural  beautv  with  lus¬ 
trous  light  gray  surtaees  and  outstanding  peripheral 
toning.  A  fees' versHaint  hairlines  are  noted. .....  59.5 

1818  0-108.  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous 
with  light  golden  surtaees.  A  delightful  example  for 

vour  date  or  tvpe  collection . . . 595 

1822  0-103.  VF-25 . . . !.....' . 495 

1826  0-199.  AU-,53.  Lustrous  surtaees  with  golden 

highlights . .  269 

1827  0-129.  Rariry-4.  .AU-53  (ANACS).  Brilliant 

centers  with  gold  and  iridescent  peripheral  toning.  .A 
small  area  of  impurities  may  be  seen  on  the  reverse, 
as  struck . . .  .529, 

1 827  0-133.  Rarity-4.  AU-5i  i  (ANACS).  Nice  golden 

brown  toning,  lighter  at  the  centers .  239 

1828  0-1 13.  Smalis.  Large  Letters.  AU-55  (ANACS). 

Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and  lustrous .  .595 

1829  0-l94a.  Rarit\'-3-.  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  gold 

toning  with  nearlv  complete  lustre .  359 

1 829  0-116.  R.mtv-3-.  AU-5i !  (ANACS).  BriUiaiit  sil¬ 
ver  surtaees.  Very  lightly  cleaned  with  satisfaction 

guaranteed  or  vour  money  back .  239 

1 8.5 1  O- 1 1 12.  ILarity- 1 .  AU-5i  i  (ANACS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces.  A  pleasing  example  for  your  date  or 

type  collection .  249 

1835  0-110.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sliaiqsly  struck 
with  lovely  ivon.'  surtaees.  A  pleasing  example.  595 


Capped  Bust,  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollars 


Famous  1836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar 
1836  Reeded  Edge.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  A  tainous 
rariu'.  Coins  of  the  Reeded  Edge  style  were  minted  be¬ 
ginning  in  November  1836.  and  onlv  to  the  extent  of 
a  few  thousand  pieces  (some  say  the  mintage  was  only 
1 .21 » I.  but  It  was  more  likely  about  4.i « « i — still  a  s'ety 
smaU  figure).  Year  in  and  year  out  this  has  been  the  clas¬ 
sic  Philadelphia  .Mint  half  doUar  rarity  of  its  era.  These 
are  the  first  half  dollars  minted  on  the  new  steam  press 
teclmologs;  introduced  to  the  Mint  this  year.  ..  2.295 
18.58  .AU-59  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Two- 
vear  tvpe  with  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded  edge,  and 
with  reverse  denomination  as  HALF  DOL .  379 

Eiberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

ENJOY  YOURSELF:  Coin  collecting  is  a  very  ple.i- 
^ur.lble  pursuit.  The  best  wav  to  "get  invtslved"  is  tis  buv 
some  useful  and  interesting  books  on  the  subject — mtt 
price  guides  onn.irket  reports,  but  b<  loks  that  tell  you  about 
coins,  how  they  were  made  ami  how  the\  were  usotl. 

tlur  Books  for  Sale  section  offers  many  interesting  and 
wtirthwhile  titles,  all  piiced  at  a  disctumtl 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-5i  i.  Lightly  toned.  . . .  295 

1856-0  AU-53.  Lightly  toned .  279 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces.  Short  two-year  type  with  arrows  at  the  date,  and 

motto  on  the  reverse .  1.159 

1873  Arrows.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilhant  centers  with 
amber  peripheral  toning .  595 

Elusive  1873-CC  'With  Arrows 
1873-CC  Arrows,  Small  Mintmark.  AU-50 

(PCGS).  Light  silver  surfaces  with  nearlv. complete 
lustre.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist,  or 
tor  the  type  collector.  A  key  issue  in  all  grades. 3.859 

Exciting  1873-S  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
1873-S  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS)  A  delightful,  fullv  lus¬ 
trous  example  with  light  grayish  lilac  toning.  A  sharply 


struck  e.xample  certain  to  please  even  the  most  dis¬ 
criminating  connoisseur .  9.95(  i 

1874-CC  Arrows.  F-15  (PCGS) .  825 

1879  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  surfaces.  First  of  the 
low-mintage  dates  at  the  end  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
series .  1.495 


Breathtaking  1880  Gem! 

1880  MS-67  (PCGS).  Light  golden  centers  encircled 
with  amber  and  rose  toning  at  the  rims.  Reflective 
fields  provide  an  attractive  cameo  appearance.  The 
finest  graded  by  PCGS.  Wow!  An  exciting  coin 
that  will  thrill  you  just  as  it  thrills  us!  Low  mint¬ 
age.  tool . 8.65(1 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  satinv  lustre  with  light 
gold  and  lilac  peripheral  toning.  .A  delightful  candidate 
for  date  or  type  collectors.  Sharply  struck  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 1.9.59 

1 9(  l3-f)  AU-5(  I.  Lu-sttous  light  champagne  surtaees.  475 

1903-S  AU-53.  Lustrous  with  light  iridescent  sur- 
taces .  495 

Lovely  Proof  1906  Barber  50c 

1906  Proof-64  (PCCiS).  Lovely.  A  beautiful.  fuUv  bril¬ 
hant  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  Proof  At  current 
market  levels  this  seems  to  be  an  especially  e.xcellent 
buy.  And.  we  are  always  willing  to  back  up  our  opin¬ 
ions  by  writing  checks — ifyou  have  comparable  pieces 
Idrsalo.  sell  them  to  us!  We  are  always  looking  for  de¬ 
sirable  Barber  half  dollars,  either  singly  or  as  part  of  sets 
and  collections.  We  are  not  looking  for  bargains  and 
will  pay  well  if  the  ijiiality  is  present .  1 .495 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  satinv  lustre. 

Very  light  clnimpagne  toning  on  the  reverse.  Well 
struck  and  very  attractive .  1 .295 

1907  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilhant  ivoiv  lustre  with  sharp 

design  definition.  A  lovely  example  that  is  sure  to  sat- 
isU' .  1.295 


Exceptional  Mint  State  1909-S  Half  Dollar 
1909-S  MS-64  (NGC),  Brilhant  and  highly  lustrous 
ivory  surfaces  with  hght  hlac  peripheral  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  example  of  this  important  issue.  Veiy  much  an 
underrated  issue  in  choice  or  gem  Mint  State.  .  2.795 
1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surtaees.  Tliis  is  one 
of  the  most  difficult  Barber  half  dollars  of  its  era  to  ob¬ 
tain  in  Mint  State.  The  reason  tor  tliis  is  that  in  1 9 1 9  most 
numismatists  desiring  an  e.xample  purchased  a  Proof  and 
circulation  smkes  were  neglected.  Years  later  when  en- 
hghtened  collectors  came  to  appreciate  that  circulation 
Strikes  and  Proofs  constituted  two  dijlcii'iir  tonnats.  and 
both  tonnats  were  coUected  side  by  side.-  the  true  rariu' 
ofthe  Mint  State  1919  was  realized.  .  995 

Important  1911-S  HalfDollar 
1911-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  satiny  lustre,  vers'  shghtly 
reflective.  Verv  hard  to  find  when  you  want  one!  We  saw 


It.  liked  it.  and  bought  it.  You'h  like  it.  too! .  1 .895 

1912- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Quite  sharply  stnick  with  soft 

frosts'  champagne  lustre .  1 .225 

1913- b  MS-62.  Fully  brilhant  and  lustrous .  695 


Libeily  JEalkiug  Half  Dollars 


Choice  1917-S  Half  with  Reverse  Mintmark 

1917- S  Mintmark  on  Reverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lus- 

troui?^vith  veiy  hght  champagne  toning.  Well  struck 
for  the  issue,  typically  showing  some  of  the  softest 
strikes  in  the  series.  This  coin  is  veiy  attractive  for  the 
grade;  ideal  for  inclusion  in  a  Mint  State  Libery  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollar  set .  1 .85i ) 

Choice  1918-S  HalfDollar 

1918- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  An  outstanding 

specimen  of  a  Libertv  Walking  half  dollar  that  is  sel¬ 
dom  encountered  at  this  grade  level.  A  veiy  special 
example  for  the  careful  buyer .  2.759 

Brilliant,  Beautiful  and  Rare  1919  50y 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  satiny  lustre.  A  lovely 
specimen  of  tliis  highly  prized  and  veiy  elusive  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  date.  A  trace  of  iridescent  toning  may  be 
seen  on  the  obverse,  only  with  veiy  caretiil  observa¬ 
tion.  Hea\y  die  polish  lines  are  present  in  the  obverse 
and  reverse  fields .  3.659 

Lustrous  1919-S  S0( 

1919- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Even  pewter  grav  with  lots  of 

lustre  and  a  nice  overall  look.  C'ine  ofthe  most  chal¬ 
lenging  issues  ill  the  series  to  locate  in  high  grade  and 
practicahy  impossihle.in  Mint  State.  A  los-ely  example 
coiiibining  high  numerical  grade  with  excellent  aes¬ 
thetic  appe.il — plus  rariy .  1 .85(  1 

Elusive  1919-S  HalfDollar 

1919-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  light 
splashes  of  pale  gold.  Choice  for  the  grade  arid  inore 
lustre  than  you  might  expect  on  an  AU .  1 .695 

1919-S  EF-40  (ANACS).  Even  silver  gr.iy  xs'ith  excel¬ 
lent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade  and  no  abuse,  wrought. by 
circulation  or  attempted  improvement.  A  choice 
piece .  875 

Choice  and  Lustrous  1929-S  50(t 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  eixccptional 
silveiy  white  lustre.  Lightly  reflective  reverse  fields  re¬ 
sult  from  veiy  heasy  die  polish  lines.  A  highly  desir¬ 
able  gem  example  of  this  early  issue . .' .  2. 159 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  bright  with  mint  lus¬ 
tre .  369 

1 934  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS),  Brilliant  with  bright  carnvheel 

lustre . 529 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surtaees .  329 

Gem  1935-S  HalfDollar 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovelv  pseripheral  toning  sub¬ 
tly  frames  brilliant  and  superbK'  lustrous  centers  to  a 
visually  appealing  effect.  A  veiy  choice  piece  with 
outstanding  eye  appeal .  1 .9.5i  1 

1935- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  center  with  amber  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning .  639 

1936  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned .  269 

1936- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  fully  lustrous,  and 

exceptionally  choice .  799 

1936- S  MS-66  (NGC)  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  nice 

specimen  with  outstanding  satiny  carnvheel  lustre — 
quite  elusive  so  nice! .  1 .245 

1937  MS-(i6  (NGC),  Brilliant .  .329 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  495 

1938  MS-66  (*PCGS).  Brilliant  white  surfaces  with 

golden  liighlights .  495 

1938  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant  champagne  surtaees.  1  15 

1938- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  with  excellent 
lustre.  This  issue  has  the  third  lowest  mintage  in  the 
series,  under  half  a  million  pieces!  A  rarin'  among 
Walking  Libery  halves  and  an  exceptional  specimen 


at  that .  1 .359 

194(1  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  379 

1949  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1940- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  I  ..395 

1941  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  575 

1941  Proof-6.5.  Brilliant .  .395 

1941  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . .395 

1.941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  s,ur- 

taces . 395 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  189 

1941  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . }.  99 

1941  .MS-62.  Brilliant .  .39 

1941- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  189 

1941-D  MS-65  (NGC).  B'rilliant .  1 1 9 

1941-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  199 

1942  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous.  6,39 
1942  .MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning .  99 

1942  .MS-6.5  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1942  .MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 


1 942  MS-6.3.  Brilliant.  In  this  listing  you  will  find  the 
nicest  qualiy  available  within  different  grade  levels. 
We  ha\'e  an  eagle  eye  constantly  watching  for  choice 
pieces  with  eye  appeal.  ,md  you  are  the  beneficiary  of 

this  effort . 45 

1942  .MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS-62.  Brilliant . 39 

1942-D  MS-6(i.  Brilliant . 245 

1942-D  .MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  choice.  245 
1942-D  MS-66  (PCC'.S).  Satiny  surtaees  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  toning . :...  245 

|942-b  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  179 

..  ...  .  -  ,  ■  .  ■  ■  ,r 

Superb  Gem  1942-S  50< 

1942-S'  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  blast  white  with  ex¬ 
quisite  lustre  and  eye  appeal.  A  avidirion  rarity  so  fine! 
Tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS  and  a  prize  for  the 

advanced  collector  ofthe  series .  1.945 

1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 569 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  569 

194.3  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1 94.3  MS-66  ( PCC'iS).  Brilliant  white  surfaces .  189 

194.3  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  99 

194.3  MS-6.5  (PCGS).  Brilliant  center  with  gold  periph¬ 
eral  toning . .  99 

194.3  MS-(),5  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

194.3  .MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

194.3  .MS-6.3  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  surt'aces.  695 

194.3- D  ms-66.  Brilliant .  189 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  smooth  lustre  and 

splendiferous  eye  appeal .  799 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Choice  cartwheel  lustre  and 

immaculate  brilliant  surtaees.  . .  799 

1943-S  MS-6.5  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  crescent  ot  gold 
toning .  369 

194.3- .S  MS-6.5  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  sur- 

taces . ,369 

|94,3-S  MS-(i5  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .369 

Biijoy  Liberty  W.ilkiiig  li.ilUlollars?  ( ioliccting  them  is  .1 
ple.isiirew  hen  voti  btu  from  liowyrs.nul  .Mereiia  ( ialleries. 
We  look  "besoiul  the  gr.uhiig  itlmiber"  aiul  acquire  coins 
tliat  .ire  \isu.iUy  .ippe.iliug  aiid  among  tlie-finest  in  tlieir 
grade  e.itegtines.  It  is  lui  wonder  that  for  years,  indeed 
i/eeai/e.'.  s\e  h.ne  helpeil  to  t'orm  some  ofthe  finest  Liberts' 
Walking  half  tlollar  eoileetions  e\'er  assembled. 


1944  MS-6,5  (PCC'.S).  Brilliant . . . 99 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant .  59 

1944  .MS-fi3  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  45 

1944  AU-58.  Brilliant .  22 

1944-D  ms-66.  Brilliant . 189 

1944-D  ms-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  189 

1944- D  MS-6,5  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  115 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  189 

1945  MS-6,5  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1945  .MS-6.3.  Brilliant . : . 45 

1945  MS-6.3  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .' . 45 

|945-D.MS4-:6(i(PC:GS).  BrilliJm;'',...,. . . . ;  189 

1945- S  MS-65.  Brilliant .  149 


Now  It  seems  to  us  tii.it  we  have  the  nicest  qualay 
iinenton  Ilf  Liberty  Walking  half'dollars  .niywiiere  111  the 
eountn  .  Ii,voii  like -■.‘liigh-end"  pieces,  vo'u'w' come  to  the 


right  place.  And.  once  yui  see  the  Liiiality  we  deliver,  .lur 
prices  will  seem  like  bargains! 

194.5-S  AU-58.  Bnlli.mt . 29 

1946  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  495 

1946  MS-6.5  (NGC).  Brilliant .  129 

1946  MS-65  (PC'GS).  Brilhant .  129 

1 946  .MS-()5  1  PCCiS).  Brilliant  with  lovely  gold  and  ma¬ 
genta  at  the  upper  rim .  129 

1946  MS-(>I.  Brilliant . .35 

1946-D  MS-66.  Brilliant .  189 

1946-D  MS-fi5.  Brilliant . . . 99 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 39 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  I  1 9 

|94()-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1947  MS-(i(i  (NGC),  Brilliant .  385 

1947  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . ' .  385 

1947  .MS-66  (PCGS),  Light  golden  surfaces .  385 

1947  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1947  AU-58,  BrillLint . 29 

1947- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bnlliant  with  a  blush  of  trans¬ 
lucent  toning .  529 

1947-D  .MS-6,3.  Brilliant . 45 

1947-D  MS-6.3  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  have  purchased 
a  little  hoard  of  choice,  lustrous  specimens,  each 

graded  bv  PCGS.  Buv  one  for . 45 

1947-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . .39 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 

1948  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  exceptional 
lustre.  A  s'ciy  high  qualiy  and  fully  struck  specimen 


of  this  first  year  of  issue .  1 ,295 

1948  .MS-6,5  FBL.  Brilliant .  169 

1948  .MS-6.5  FBL. (PCGS).  Brilliant .  169 


Lovely  1949-D  Franklin  50<)  with  FBL 

1949-D  MS-65  FBL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  trace  of 
veiy  light  amber  toning.  A  shayly  stmek  gem  with  full 
definition  on  the  reverse..  This  issue  is  almost  never 
encountered  with  Full  Bell  Lines,  an  indication  ofthe 
very  shay  strike .  2.3.5ri 

1949-D  MS-64  FBL  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 
hint  of  light  golden  toning.  Oh  so  close  to  MS-6.5,  but 

oh  so  far  away  in  price!  .  285 

DISCO VERBOWERS  AND  MERENA:  Ifyou  like 
yjU.ALlTY  coins.  .IS  we  do.aiid you  s\  am  excellent  V.5LUE 
for  your  money,  discover  Bow  ers  and  .Merena  ( Ialleries  by 
pl.ieinga  trial  order  today.  I  )o  this,  and  you'll  bea  client  for 
many  years.  In  tact,  some  of  our  clients  have  been  with  tis 
since  we  started  our  business  in  I'fs.s;  (The  miinber  gets 
smaller  each  ys'.ir.  due  to  the  lunnan  predicament  of  not 
being  able  to  live  tbreverll 

1950  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning  with 

mostly  brilliant  fields .  495 

I9.5II-D  .MS-(>4  FBL  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  179 

1951  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  wRTfe  with  immacu¬ 
late  fields .  1 .1 195 

1951  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  and  nearlv  flaw¬ 
less. ... .  1.995 


B.  Max  Mehl,  who  had  barely  started  in  the  rare  coin  business,  writes  to  Beck  to 
inform  him  that  “the  $50  slug”  and  the  40  eagle  cents  are  from  the  places  you 
mentioned.”  Wonder  if  Mehl  had  just  sold  a  fantastic  group  of  40  1 856  Flying  Eagle 
cents  to  Beck  (who  hoarded  these)? 

(Part  of  a  continuing  series  of  postcards  sent  to  John  A.  Beck,  the  famous  Pittsburgh 
numismatist  of  the  early  20th  century.  Beck  was  an  eager  buyer  of  coins  and  corre¬ 
sponded  extensively  with  some  of  the  most  famous  collectors  and  dealers  of  his  time.) 
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1952  MS-66  FBL  (I'tK'iS).  Fully  lustrous  with  j  ires- 
cont  ot'bif  junful  .ilbuiii  toiimi;.  Only  one  pieci-  ^jdcsl 

higher  by  PCCiS .  'WS 

1952  MS-65  FBL  (ANACS).  Brillijiit  with  just  a  blush 
of  rose  near  the  base  of  the  obverse .  495 

1952- D  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 65 

1953- D  MS-65  FBL  (I'CXiS).  Brilliant  with  onlv  ven.' 

light  gold  obverse  toning.  Full  unbroken  lustre  and 
ehoiee  eve  appeal .  575 

1953-D  MS-63  FBL.  Brilliant . 35 

1953- S  MS-6.5  (PCXIS).  Brilliant . 75 

1954  MS-65  FBL  (PC(;S).Brilliant . 245 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCXIS).  Brilliant . 43 

19,54  MS-63  FBL  (PCX'.S).  Bnllianc . 32 

19.54- D  MS-65  FBL.  Bnlliant . 219 

1954- D  MS-6.5  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1954-D  MS-65,  Brilliant .  149 

19.54- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCX'.S).  Bnlliant . 37 

1954-D  MS-63  FBL.  Brilliant . 29 

1954-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCXIS).  Brilliant . 29 

1954-S  MS-65  (NC'.C).  Bnlliant . 49 

1956  Type  11.  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCX'.S).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  heasily  frosted  desices.  We  have  just  pur- 
tiused  a  small  group  (amazing!)  of  this  particular  varietv. 
each  one  a  treat  to  the  eye.  Purchase  one  for  .  995 

1956  Type  11.  Proof-6S  Cameo  (NC'.C).  Frostv  white 
devices  with  (till  contrast  against  immaculate 

fields . 295 

1956  T\pe  11.  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCX'.S).  Heavily  frosted 

devices  offset  from  retlective  fields .  295 

1956  Tv-pe  II.  Proof-67  Deep  Cameo  (PCiC.S).  Bril¬ 
liant . 379 

1956  Type  11.  Proof-66  Deep  Cameo  (PCX'.S).  Bnl¬ 
liant . 219 

1956  MS-66  (NC'.C).  Lightly  toned . 99 

1956  MS-C)5  (NCC).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 45 

1957  MS-Cs5  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 45 

1 9.57  MS-6.5  (NC'.C).  Light  irid  esceiit  sLirt'aces .  45 

1957  .MS-65  (NCC),  Bnlli.int . 45 

19.57  MS-64  FBL  (PCC.S).  Brilliant . 45 

1957- D  MS-6.5  FBL  (PCCS).  Bnlliant .  195 

19.58  MS-64  (PCC.S).  Bnlliant .  19 

1958- D  .MS-6.5  FBL  (PCCS).  Brilliant .  195 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCX'.S).  Brilliant . 45 

1958- D  MS-63.  Bnlliant .  12 

19.59  MS-6.5  FBL  (PCCS).  Bnlli.int .  259 

1959  .MS-6.5.  Brilliant .  115 

1959  .M.S-65  (PCiCS).  Brilliant .  1 15 

1959- D  MS-6,5  FBL  (PCX'.S).  Bnlliant .  259 

While  we  li.ivea  gre.it  stock  ol'Franklin  lialfdoliars.  it  will 
lielpv'oiiaiKl.ilsolielpusit'you  liavesecoiul .  hoieesin  iiiind 
when  you  telephone,  lax.  or  ni.iii  voiiroixler. 

1959-D  .MS-65  (NCC).  Brilliant .  159 

1959-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCX'.S).  Brilliant.  Reviewing  our 
beautiful  inventorv  of  Franklin  lialfdoliars  prompts  us 
to  recall  the  d.iys  of  the  195i  is  when  there  was  little  in¬ 
terest  m  collecting  such  pieces,  and  we  did  not  stock 
them  singly.  In  fact,  we  had  a  general  policy — vvithjust 
a  few  exceptions — not  to  stock .»/)’  United  States  coins 
dated  after  1 94i  H  T oday  this  seems  rather  silly,  but  back 
then  such  pieces  played  to  a  small  market  and  had  rela¬ 
tively  little  premium  value.  Now.  competition  to  buy 
choice  Franklin  lialfdoliars  is  ficra-.  and  it  takes  a  great 
deal  vit  effort  tor  us  to  maintain  our  inventorv . 53 

1959- D  MS-63  FBL  (PCX'.S).  Bnlliant . '. .  25 

I9,59-D  .MS-63.  Brilliant .  12 

1960  MS-65  FBL  (PCCS).  Brilliant . 595 

t^UALITY;  The  Bowers  aiul  Merena  .iiftcrence!  For 

over  45  years,  since  our  founding  in  165.5,  we  have  been 
supplying  choice,  rare,  and  interesting  ctiins.  tokens, 
medals,  .ind  paper  money  to  dis.  riminating  collectors, 
dealers,  and  museums.  It  .yna/.tp  is  important  to  vou. 
you've  come  to  the  right  place.  Let  us  help  you  build  a  tine 
c.illectioii  combining  excellent  cptalitv  and  value  for  the 
pnee  paid. 

1960- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCCS).  Brilliant  and  tiiUy  lustrous. 

CSnc  of  the  scarcest  dates  in  the  whole' scries  w  ith  full 
bell  lines;  PCCTS  has  graded  none  higher .  1 .25i  i 

I96II-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCCS).  BrillLmt . 89 

19611-D  .ms-63  FBL  (PCC'.S).  BriUiant . 49 

196II-D  MS-63.  Brilliant .  12 

1961  .MS-65  (PCX'.S).  Brilliant .  219 

196 1- D  M$-65  (NCC).  Brilliant .  395 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCCS).  Brilliant . 395 

196 1-D  MS-65  (PCCS).  Light  golden  surtaces.  ..  395 

1 96 1-D  .MS-64  FBL  (PCC..S).  BriUiant . 89 

1961-D  MS-64  (NCC).  Lightlv  toned . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCCS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961- D  MS-63.  Brillkint .  12 

1962  Proof-68  (NCC).  Brilliant . 79 

1962  .MS-65  (NCC).  BriUiant . 245 

1962  MS-65  (PCC.S).  Brilliant .  245 

1962  .MS-64  (PCX'.S).  Bnlliant . 25 

1962  MS-63.  BriUiant .  12 

1962- D  MS-65  (PCX'.S).  BriUiant . 3.5ii 

1962-D  .ms-64  FBL  (PCX'.S).  Bnllunt . 89 

19()2-D  ,MS-(>4,  Brilliant . ;..  25 

1962- D  ms-6,5.  Bnlliant .  12 

Our  .lock  oi  Fr.nikhu  li.dl  doll.trv  v.nics  I'nnnjuctonea.r 
two  of  each  v  ariety  to  w.ub  of  them,  this  latter  situation 
being  tnie  for  the  l')62-l). 

1963  Proof-68  (NCC).  Brilliant.  We  have  just  pur¬ 

chased  a  nice  group  of  these  pieces — and  suggest  that 
buying  one  of  them  might  be  an  excellent  introduc¬ 
tion  for  vou  to  sample  Bovvers  and  .Merena  ./n.i/if)'. 
Each  has  been  hand-picked  and  each  is  a  treat  to  the 
eye!  Buy  one  for . 79 

1963  Proof-67  L9eep  Cameo  (PCX'.S).  Bnlliant.  ..  275 

1963  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCX'.S).  Brilliant . 99 

1963  Proot!-66  (PCCS).  BriUiant . 32 

1963  MS-65  (NCC).  Bnlliant. ! . 79 

1963  MS-65  (PCCS).  BriUiant . 79 

1963  MS-64  (PCX'.S).  Bnlliant .  19 

1963  MS-63.  Bnlliant .  12 

196.5- D  .ms-65  FBL  (PCCS).  Brilliant .  175 

196.5- D  .MS-(..5  (PCCS).  BriUiant . 79 

1963- D  MS-(>5  (PCC.S).  Light  golden  toning. ......  79 

1963-d  ms-64  (PCCS).  Bnlliant . .'. .  19 

196.5-D  .MS-63.  Brilliant .  12 


Kennedy  Half  Dollars 


PrH)M>7  Deep  Cameo  (PC(iS).  Uhlliaiu.  ..  225 

\D(A  MS-C5  (PCC'.S).  Bnllianr . 34 

P)()4-0  MS-(>5  (PC(;S).  Brilliant . 34 


SILVER  DOLLARS 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 

1799  BB-166,  B-9.  F-12  (ANACS).  Deep  gr.iyish 
brown  surtaces  with  golden  highlights.  Although  a  few 
verv'  minor  abrasions  are  visible,  this  lovely  doUar  is  two 
centuries  old.  and  deserves  careful  consideration.  795 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

1845  ET-45.  An  attractive  e.xample  of  this  low  mintage 
issue,  a  key  date  in  the  series .  595 

1859- 0  MS-60.  BriUiant  with  full  satiny  lustre  and  nice 

eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  This  would  make  a  great  ad¬ 
dition  to  a  nice  type  set .  995 

1860- 0  MS-61  (PCCS).  Lustrous  with  light  iridescent 

highlights.  This  and  the  1859-C)  are  the  only  New 
(irleans  dollars  that  are  readily  available  in  .Mint  State. 
As  such,  either  is  a  good  consideration  for  a  tv'pe  col¬ 
lection .  1.195 

Rare  Proof  1872  Dollar 

1872  Proof-62  (PCCS).  Lovely  light  amber  surtaces. 

Verv  scarce .  2.295 

1872  AU-58.  Brilliant . 995 

Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (NCC).  BriUiant  with  tiiU 
reflective  lustre  and  outstanding  eve  appeal.  As  a  gem 
specimen  of  a  imiciue  rvpe.  this  coin  belongs  in  an  ad¬ 
vanced  tv'pe  ctiUecrion  of  liigh-quahtv'  specimens.  1 ,425 
1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCCS).  Brilliant  and  full 
of  eye  appeal,  this  piece  vv'as  blessed  with  a  superb  can- 
vv'heel  and  lightly  retlective  surtaces .  1 .425 

Pleasing  Gem  1878  7/8  Tailfeathers 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCCS).  BriUi.nit 
and  frosty'  with  fully  gem  quality  lustre.  Eve-appeal¬ 
ing  and  rare  so  tine.  The  strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers 

varietv .  2.995 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  Weak.  .MS-62  (PCCS). 

Brilliant .  139 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  (as  normally 
seen).  MS-65  (PCCS).  Brilliant .  1.395 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  (as  normally 
seen).  MS-64  DMPL  (NCC).  BriUiant  with  deep 
prootlike  contrast  and  frosted  devices.  .A  very  difficult 
date  in  D.MPL  and  even  more  difficult  to  find  with¬ 
out  heavy  bagmarking.  Choice  for  the  grade.  ...  795 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCCS).  BriUiant.  lustrous,  and 
choice.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  first  Carson  City' 

.Morgan  dollar .  1.375 

1878-S  MS-66  (NCC).  Attractive  gold  and  orange  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning  frames  brilliant  centers  with  a  hill  cart¬ 
wheel .  I .( i95 

1878-S  MS-66  (NCC).  Bnlliant .  I.(i95 

1878- S  MS-66  (PCCS).  BriUiant  with  gorgeous  ffosty 
devices  set  off' from  immaculate  retlective  fields.  1.995 

1879  MS-65  (NCC).  BrillLuit .  1.975 

Gem  1879-0  Dollar 

1879- 0  MS-65  (.NCC).  BriUiant  with  absolutely  su¬ 

perb  lustre  and  eye  appeal.  Full  white  and  certain  to 
please  any  Morgan  dollar  enthusiast . .' .  3.395 

I87S)-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63.  Brilliant .  345.99 

1879-S  MS-67  Reverse  of  1879  (as  normally 

seen). (NCC).  BriUiant .  695 

1879-S  MS-()6  PL  (NCC).  Superb  frosty'  devices.  The 
obverse  is  blast  white  and  the  reverse  has  lovely'  gold 

and  rose  peripheral  toning .  395 

1879-S  MS-()6  (NCC).  Brilliant .  249 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCCS).  BrillLmt . 249 

1879-S  MS-65  PL  (NCC).  Brilli.int .  199 

1879-S  MS-65  PL  (PCCS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  199 

1879-S  MS-(>5.  BriUiant . 99 

1879-S  MS-64  (NCC).  BriUiant . 49 

1879- S  .MS-64  (PCX'.S).  Bnlliant .  49 

1880- CC  MS-65  (NCC).  BriUiant .  875 

1880-0  MS-64  (PC'CS).  BriUiant  with  full  liistroiis 

cartwheel .  1.249  ' 

1880-S  MS-67  (NCC).  Bnlliant . 629 

1880-S  MS-67  (PCCS).  BnUiant .  629 

1880-S  MS-66  DPL  (NCSC'I).  Full  cameo  contrast  with 

just  a  whisper  of  peripheral  toning .  1 .395 

1889-S  MS-66  (NCC).  Brilliant .  249 

1H8II-S  MS-66  (PCCS).  BriUiant .  249 

1881  i-S  ,MS-66  (PC'CS).  BriUiant  obverse  with  a  half 

moon  of  rainbow  toning  on  the  reverse .  249 

1880-S  MS-66  (PC'CS).  Lustrous  with  lilac  toning.  249 

1880-S  MS-65  L'i.MPL  (PCC.S).  BriUiant .  4.5o 

1880-S  MS-6.5  PL  (NCC).  BriUiant .  249 

1880-S  MS-(i5  PL  (PC'CS).  LiglitamL>erpenphenes.249 


Call  Toll  Free  to  Order 
800-222-5993 


1880-S  .MS-65.  BnUiant . 99 

1880-S  MS-65  (NCC).  Brilliant . 99 

1880-S  .MS-6.5  (PCC.S).  BriUiant . 99 

1880-S  MS-64.  BriUiant . 48 

1880-S  MS-64  (PCCS).  BriUiant.  C')ne  of  the  more 
popular  varieties  in  thekeries .  48 

1880- S  MS-63  (PCC'.S).  BriUiant . 35 

Lovely  Proof  1881  SI 

1881  Proof-63  (PCCS).  Even  pale  gold  with  full 
retlecnvity  and  great  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade. 
This  piece  would  liven  up  any  collection  of  .Morgan 
dollars  or  would  lx-  a  magnificent  representation  of  the 
type .  1 ,995 

1881- CC  MS-66  (PCCS).  BriUiant  vvith  just  a  whisper 

of  gold  highlights .  1 .285 

Prooflike  1881  Dollar 

1881  MS-64  DMPL  (PCCS).  BriUiant  with  heavily- 

frosted  central  devices  and  excellent  eye  appeal.  PCX'.S 
has  certified  only  three  pieces  finer,  making  this  a  piece 
that  would  realistically  never  require  an  upgrade  in 
vour  set.  Verv  nice .  1 ,895 

18'81-CC  MS-65  (NC'.C).  BriUiant .  695 

1881-S  MS-67  PL  (NCC).  An  exceptionaUy  high  grade 
example  of  this  exceedingly  popular  mmtmark. .  945 

1881-S  MS-67  (NCC).  Briliiant.  A  superb  example,  far 
above  average  rii  numerical  grade.  The  1881-S  is 
nearly  always  seen  sharply  stnick.  this  specimen  adher¬ 
ing  to  the  rule.  Thus,  the  combination  of  high  grade, 
sharp  strike,  and  nice  eye  .ippeal  makes  this  an  ideal 

candidate  for  tvpe  set  purposes .  629 

1881-S  MS-67  (PCCS).  BriUiant .  629 

1881-S  MS-66  DMPL  (NC'.C).  BriUiant.  Deep  mirror 
surtaces  are  somewhat  reminiscent  of  a  Proof  until 
you  discern  the  tiny  "S"  mintmark  below  the  eagle's 

tail .  1.35(1 

1881-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCCiS).  BriUiant .  1.35(1 

1881-S  MS-66  PL  (NCC).  BriUiant . 319 

1881-S  MS-66  (NCC).  Brilliant . 249 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCC'.S).  BriUiant . 249 

1881-S  MS-65  DMPL  (PCC.S).  BnUiant . .525 

1881-S  .MS-6.5  PL  (NCC).  BriUiant .  195 

The  I  MS  I-S  Is  the  most  .lyail.ihle  of  the  early  Morgan 
dollar  v'arieties  in  terms ofslnirph'  struck,  high-grade  .Mint 
State  coins.  We  alw  ays  tr\'  to  have  a  nice  supply  on  hand.  If 
you  have  a  friend  w  ho  might  be  interested  in  .Morgan 
dollars,  consider  btiv  ing  an  I SS I  -S  as  a  gift.  The  recipient 
will  siireiv  be  grateful  and  s|inte  impresseti! 

1881-S  , MS-6.5'  Brilli-mt . 99 

1881-S  .MS-65  (PCCS).  Lovely  violet  and  slate  blue  ton¬ 
ing .  9>t 

1881-S  .MS-64  PL  (PCfCS).  BnUiant  with  hints  of  gold 

peripheral  toning .  89 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant .  48 

1881-S  MS-64  (NCC).  Pale  gold  obverse  w  ith  a  brilliant 
reverse,  likely'  the  front  coin  in  a  dollar  roll  for  a  long 

time .  48 

1881-S  .MS-64  (PCC'.S).  Brilliant.  This  is  the  .Morgan 
dollar  for  all  seasons . 48 

1881- S  MS-64  (PCXIS).  BriUiant  with  light  amber  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning .  48 

This  Mt.rgan  tiollar  may  w  ell  be  the  coin  to  select  as  a  gitt 
oral!  introduction  to  someone  with  a  beginning  interest  in 
luiniisinatics.  Ikecently  we  had  a  v'crv'  large  selection  of 
ISSl-.S  .Morgan  slollars  at  this  grade  level,  but  most  hav  e 
been  sold,  leaving  Just  a  few  on  iiand.  Tlie  combination  of 
ihgh  grade,  sharp  stnke.  aiul  an  enticingly  low  price  all  .uki 
up  to  a  really  "nifty'"  com  tor  just  about  anv'one. 

Outstanding  Gem  1882  Dollar 

1882  MS-66  (PCCS).  Brilliant  with  full  cartwheel  lus¬ 

tre  and  frosty  devices.  A  beautiful  and  choice  specimen 
of  this  date .  1.975 

Frosty  PL  1882-CC  SI 

1882- CC  MS-66  PL  (PCC'.S).  Impressive  friU  lustre  and 

w  hite  frosty'  devices.  This  coin  was  likelv  a  very  earlv 
strike'  anff  vv'as  luckily  well  preserved.  Choice  and  ap¬ 
pealing .  1.795 

1882-CC  MS-66  (NCC).  BriUiant  with  fuU  cartwheel 
and  full  mint  frost  on  the  devices.  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  .  1 .295 

1882-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  rainbow  iridescence  on 

obverse .  1.295 

1882-CC  MS-66  (PCCS).  Bnlliant .  1.295 

1882-CC  MS-65  PL  (PCC.S).  Bnlliant . 545 

Superb  Gem  1882-0  Dollar 

1882-0  MS-66  (PCC'.S).  BriUiant  with  excellent  lustre 
and  a  nice  strike  for  this  New'  Orleans  issue.  .A  speci¬ 
men  that  would  be  difficult  to  improve  upon.  Coins 
such  as  this  normaUy  come  on  the  market  only  when 
significant  specialized  collections  are  dispersed.  5.795 

1882-0  MS-65  (PCCS).  Brillumt . 945 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (NC'.C).  BnUiant.  Bold  "O"  over  "S" 
mintmark  clear  under  low'  magnification.  A  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this  interesting  and  very'  popular  variety.  975 
1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCC'.S).  Brilliant  with  outstanding 

satiny  lustre  for  the  grade . 975 

1882-S  MS-66  PL  (PCCS).  Brilliant  and  verv.  reflec¬ 
tive.  Creat  eve  appeal  and  lustre .  795 

1882-S  .MS-66  (PCC'.S).  BriUiant .  249 

1882-S  MS-(i6  (PCCS).  Beautiful  light  toning.  ..  249 
1882-S  MS-6.5  PL  (PCC'.S).  Bnlliant . '. .  199 

1882- S  MS-65.  BriUiant . 96 

MORGAN  DOLLARS!  Isn't  it  woiidert'iil  that  the 

T reasLirv'  1  iepartment  stored  huge  quantities  of  1  M7.S- 1 92  I 
-Morgan  dollarsand  released  them  in  the  I  Ut.i  k:  i  Ithenv  ise. 
siu'h  coins  wouki  be  exceevlingly  expensive  (f.'r  comp.in- 
sons. just  check  thepnees  for  Mint  State  Liberty  Seated  half 
iloll.irs  or  Barber  lialfdoliars  from  the  ISTi's  onwardi. 

.As  It  Is.  at  current  market  prices  sou  can  build  the 
m.ijority'  ofa  set  of  about  |ii9  ditferem  mintmarks  for  less 
than  a  tew  hundred  dollars  per  com.  sviinetimes  for  less  than 
SB  III  per  coin,  and  sometimes  for  itv'en  less  than  SSiil  .And. 
these  priees  are  for  attractiv  e  Mini  Sinii-  examplesl 

t883-CC  MS-66  (NCC).  BriUiant  and  frostv.  ...  895 

1883- CC  MS-66  (PCC.S),  BriUiant . ! . 895 

158.3- CC  .MS-65.  BriUiant . 349 

188.3- C'C  .MS-6.5  (NC'.C).  BriUiant. .  349 

188.5-C!C  MS-64  (CSA).  BriUiant .  135 


A  Note  to 
Jennifer  Meers 

The  followmg  is  an  e-mail  from  D.V.,  sent 
to  Jennifer  Meers  of  our  Graphics  Depart¬ 
ment 

Jen,  you  are  so  kind  I  don’t  know  what 
to  say.  This  brings  back  memories  of  a  few 
years  ago  when  I  sent  Dave  Bowers  a 
complimentary  copy  of  our  recently  cre¬ 
ated  Prescott  Numismatic  Journal  and  he 
generously  sent  our  club  free  of  charge  a 
copy  of  his  History  of  U.S.  Coinage.  I  have 
nothing  but  the  greatest  respect  for  Dave 
and  the  entire  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies  organization.  Thank  you  so  much.— 
D.V. 


1883-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCC'.S).  Brilliant  with  full 

cameo  contrast .  675 

1883-C3  MS-65.  Bnlliant . 99 

188,3-0  MS-65  (PCC'.S).  BriUiant . 99 

1883-0  MS-64.  BriUiant . 48 

Choice  and  Lustrous  1883-S  Dollar 

1883-S  MS-64  (PCCS).  Brilliant  with  light 
reflectivity  and  great  lustre.  This  is  one  of  the  scarce 
dates  among  .Morgan  dollars,  a  rarity'  in  choice  or 
gem  Mint  State . 5.295 

Quality  1883-S  Rarity 

1883- S  MS-63  (PCC'.S).  Brilliant  champagne  surtaces. 

,A  quality  specimen  of  this  elusive  San  Francisco  dol¬ 
lar  .  1  ..595 

1884  MS-66  (NCC).  Brilliant  with  full  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre .  1.1(25 

TELL  A  FRIEND  about  Bovv  er,  and  .Merena  ( l.illeries. 
Sliare  w  ith  fliem  tlie  enjov  niem  you  hav  e  experienced — 
the  pleasure  ofdoing  business  w  ith  a  long-establisheil  linn 
that  Is  well  know  n  for  delivering  quality' coins  at  reasonable 
prices,  acctimpanied  by  good  sen  ice.  Ifv'viu  would  like  us 
to  send  a  complimeiitarv'  cvipv  of  one  of  our  catalogues  to 
a  collectingacquaiiuance.  just  giv  e  us  the  name  and  address 
and  we  w  ill  do  so. 

Fantastic  Gem  1884-CC  Dollar 

1884- CC  MS-67  (NC'.C).  BnUiant  with  gorgeous  lus¬ 

tre  and  frosty  devices.  Simply  world-class  eye  appeal 
and  likely  to  become  one  of  the  tavorites  in  its  next 
owner's  collection.  A  marvelous  coin  with  world-class 
eye  appeal,  a  specimen  destined  to  become  one  of  the 
fav  orites  in  the  collection  of  its  next  owner.  In  the 
meantime  we  wiU  miss  it  w  hen  it  goes!  .  5,25il 

1884-CC  MS-66  PL  (NCC).  Frostv  white  devices  and 

reflective  cartwheel  lustre .  I  ..395 

1884-CC  MS-66  (PCC'.S).  Bnlliant . 895 

1884-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCCS).  Brilliant.  A  gor¬ 
geous  coin,  quite  resembling  a  Proof,  which  will  be  a 

centerpiece  in  vour  collection .  75ii 

1884-CC  .VIS-6.5  (NCC).  Brilliant .  ,345 

1884-CC  .MS-65  (PCCS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  hint 

of  attractive  rainbow  toning .  345 

1884-CC  .MS-6.3.  Brilliant. .  119 

1884-CC  .MS-63  (CSA).  Bnllkint .  1 19 

1884-CC  .MS-63  (NCC).  Brilliant .  1  19 

1884-CC  .MS-6.3  (PCC.S).  BriUiant .  1 19 

Stunning  Quality  1884-0  Dollar 

Deep  Mirror  Prooflike  Surface 
1884-0  MS-66  DMPL  (PCC.S).  BriUiant  with  bright 

_ .mirrored  surtaces  ajid  lots  of  pizzazz.  The  devicei.  are 

frosty  and  the  eye  appeal  is  exceptional.  PCC.S  has  cer¬ 
tified  only  one  finer.  One  can  readily  imagine  that  this 
coin  wiU  never  need  improvement  and  will  be  a  great 

attraction  for  vears  to  come .  2.495 

1884-0  .MS-66  (NCC).  BnUi,int .  .389 

1884-0  .MS-66  (PCCS).  BnUiant .  389 

1884-0  MS-65  DPL  (NCC).  Light  peripheral  roU  ton¬ 
ing  and  heaviiv  frosted  dev  ices .  735 

1884-0  MS-65’dMPL  iPCC.S  .  BnUiant . 7.35 

.A  beauty' part  ofcollevting  .\h'rg.in  dollar^  i'  chat  coins  of 
superb  s]U.ility — this  being  an  example — .  an  be  obtained  in 
the  htindrevls  of  dollars  or  the  low  thousands  ofvlollars.  aiul 
side  by  si.le  in  an  album  or  cabinet  tliev  are  beautiful  to 
behold.  Formostother  lUth-seiitury  senes  such  a gathenng 
ofgem  specimens  is  simply'  not  possible  at  these  pnee  lev  els. 

1884-0  MS-(>.5.  BriUiant . 99 

1884-C)  .MS-6.5  (NCC).  BnUiant . 99 

1884-0  .MS-64.  BnUiant .  48 

1884-0  ,MS-64  (PCCS).  BnUiant .  48 

1884-0  .VlS-63.  BriUiant . ,35 

1884-C)  .MS-63  (PCCS).  BriUiant.  A  nice  introductory 
coin  to  illustrate  the  New  Orleans  .Mint.  We  bought 
si  small  hoard  of  these,  but  now'  most  are  gone.  How¬ 
ever.  we  should  stiU  be  able  to  take  care  of  v'our  or¬ 
der.  Buy  one  for .  35 

1885  .MS-66  (PCCS).  BriUiant  white  surtaces . 295 

1885  .MS-65  PL  (PCCiS).  Reverse  is  w  hite  and  bnlliant. 

light  champagne  totting  on  the  obverse  with  tnulticol- 

ored  liiglilights .  295 

1885  .MS-65.  BriUiant .  |i)5 

1885  .MS-65  (NCC).  BriUiant . Iii5 

1885  .MS-65  (PCCS).  BriUiant .  Iii5 

ASK!  .Ask  ( kill  Watson  or  Debbie  .Vk  I  )onald  about  the 
Bovvers  aiul  .Merena  .Morgan  Dollar  Sixiety .  WeolFer  you 
a  conv'enient  way  to  buiki  a  beautiful  set  of  .Mtvrgaii  dollars 
oil  a  coin  byi'oin.  month  by  month  basis,  t  ihet  k  itout.atid 
sign  up  toilav .  When  y  ou  "sign  up"  you  are  not  under  anv' 
continuingoblig.itum.asyvHican  vliscoiitinue  membership 
at  any  time.  In  tact,  vve  are  never  content  to  rest  on  our 
laurels,  aiul  each  i/cii'  >lnfnnaii  to  y'ou  has  to  be  excellent, 
perhaps  our  passion  for  ./ii.i/ity  is  why  vve  hav  e  many  clients 
who  have  been  buy  ing  from  us  for  45  ycsirs  or  more  (vve 
started  business  in  195.3). 

1885  .MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 


10 


The  Coin  Collecrtor  ^  February  5,  2001 


Copper  Coins  and  Comments 


(continued  from  page  1) 

Daniel  Webster  then  Secretary  of  State 
under  President  Fillmore. 

Engraving  Skill  ShaU  Set  You  Free 

Webster  was  impressed  with  the  work 
of  the  engraving  and  wrote  to  the  society: 
“This  is  a  true  resemblance  of  the  tree  at 
my  birthplace.  Who  is  the  engraver  that 
has  done  this?  Where  does  he  dwell?  I 
have  been  searching  for  such  a  man.  We 
want  him  at  the  State  Department  to  en¬ 
grave  maps.” 

Webster  received  Meadows’  entire 
story,  prompting  him  to  write  Vermont 
Governor  WiUiams,  asking  him  to  pardon 
Meadows  and  stated  “Why  do  you  bury 
your  best  talents  in  your  state  prisons? 

Governor  WiUiams  replied  that  “he  did 
not  feel  justified  in  granting  the  requested 
pardon.” 

The  next  year  new  Vermont  Governor 
Erastus  Fairbanks  reviewed  Webster’s  letter 
and  reopened  the  matter.  After  an  investi¬ 
gation  Governor  Fairbanks  set  the  date  of 
July  4  on  which  to  pardon  Meadows. 

Now  a  free  man,  Christian  Meadows 
settled  down  in  Windsor  and  resumed  his 
work  as  an  engraver.  Unfortunately 
Daniel  Webster  had  died,  spoihng  Mead¬ 
ows’  chance  to  work  for  the  United  States 
State  Department,  something  to  which 
Meadows  had  aspired. 

No  Catalogue  Extant 

To  date  no  list  or  catalogue  of  Mead¬ 
ows’  engraving  work  has  been  under¬ 


taken.  In  addition  to  the  Dartmouth  Col¬ 
lege  print.  Meadows’  work  includes  prints 
of  the  Appleton  Academy;  the  Female 
Seminary  of  Granville,  New  York;  the 
Thetford,  Vermont  Academy;  and  the 
Barre,  Vermont  Academy.  He  is  also 
known  to  have  done  portraits  of  Jeremy 
Belknap  (a  prominent  Massachusetts  cler¬ 
gyman),  and  Reverend  David  Merrill  of 
Peacham,  Vermont.  Meadows  also  worked 
in  silver  at  the  shop  of  RosweU  Bailey 
where  he  engraved  coffim  plates  and  other 
items.  He  also  worked  in  the  adjoining 
town  ofWoodstock,  at  the  Firearms  Com¬ 
pany  of  North  Woodbury. 

After  1859  aU  trace  of  Meadows  is  lost. 
An  article  in  the  Granite  Monthly  of  1880  by 
Dr.  Nesmith  states  that  “I  have  seen  about 
Windsor  and  Hanover  many  trophies  of 
the  genius  of  Christian  Meadows.  He  died 
some  years  ago.” 

Other  than  the  West  River  Bank  notes 
cited  in  the  court  records,  it  is  doubtful 
other  notes  counterfeited  by  Meadows 
wiU  ever  be  discovered.  Many  counterfeit 
notes  were  counterstamped  COUN¬ 
TERFEIT  by  banks  who  discovered 
them. 

CoUectors  today  avidly  coUect  counter¬ 
feit  notes,  which  often  sell  for  more  than 
originals!  Christian  Meadow’s  life  is  an  ob¬ 
scure  bit  of  history  that  can  only  add  to  the 
romance  of  collecting  New  England  bank 
notes. 

Credit:  Much  of  the  preceding  infonna- 
tion  is  from  the  Portsmouth  Journal  of  Litera¬ 
ture  and  Politics,  May  15,  1875. 


1885  MS-64  (NC;C).  Bnlliant . 48, 

1885  MS-6S  PL  (PCC;S).  Brilliant  witli  irnsted  devices 
with  just  a  splash  of  mulricolofcd  toning  near  the  re¬ 
verse  rim.  A  beautitlil  specimen  ofthis  popular  Carson 

Cirv  dollar .  945 

1885-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 845 

1885-CC  MS-65  (PCCiS).  Magnificent  variegated  ob¬ 
verse  toning  incorporates  nearly  the  entire  spectnmi 

opposed  bv  a  white  reverse .  845 

1885-CC  m'S-63  (GSA).  Brilliant .  299 


Superb  1885-0  Morgan  Dollar 
1885-0  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  impressive  cart¬ 


wheel  lustre  and  frostv  detices .  1 .695 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  wiiis- 

per  of  light  golden  toning .  269 

1885-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

188.5-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

188.5-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

Gem  1885-S  Dollar 

1885-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Snow  w  hite  brilliance  with  e.x- 

emplarv  cartwheel  lustre .  2.395 

1886  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Superb! . 935 

1886  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1886  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  249 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  249 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surtaces.  249 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1886  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant .  48 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Bnlliant . 48 


1886  .MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Our  listing  is  sufficiently 
comprehensive  that  it  is  a  pleasant  and  easy  e.xperience 
to  order  a  dozen  or  two  dozen  or  three  dozen  differ¬ 
ent  ine.xpensive  Morgan  dollars,  all  in  beautiful  .Mint 
State,  and  fonn  the  nucleus  ofa  specialized  collection. 
When  our  package  arrives  in  your  mailbox  you  will  be 
delighted  at  the  ijii.i/iry  you  gaze  upon.  We  guarantee 
it!  .Morgan  dollars  are  fun  to  collect,  and  our  inven¬ 
tory  ot  choice  pieces  gives  voii  one  of  the  finest  selec¬ 
tions  you  will  ever  see .  48 

Mint  State  1886-0  Rarity 
1886-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  witli  a  hint  ot  golden 
toning .  d.ri'S 

Prooflike  Gem  1886-S  Dollar 
1886-S  MS-65  PL  (PC(  IS).  Frosts'  devices  with  retlec- 
tive  fields  and  superlative  eye  appeal.  Veiv  pleasing  and 
vei'y  scarce  at  this  level;  PCt  IS  has  certified  onlv  two 
PL  specimens  at  a  higher  grade .  3.859 

Gem  1886-S  Morgan  SI 
1886-S  MS-65  (NC;C).  Supremely  lustrous  retlective 
fields  and  e.xcellent  eye  appeal.  Ctne  ot  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  San  Francisco  .Mint  pieces  in  the  series  to  find  in 

attractive  gem  condition .  3.”59 

1886-S  MS-64  iN(i(.).  Brilliant  champagne  surtaces. 
579 

1886-S  MS-63  DPL  fNCiC.i.  Brilliant  centers  with 
light  peripheral  toning . . .  |  .351 1 


1886-S  VF-25. 


49 


1887  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharpiv  struck 
with  reflective  fields.  An  appealing  Proof  example  at 


a  price  level  that  is  most  attractive .  1.151) 

1887  .MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  289 

1887  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1887  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  99 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1887  .MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1888  MS-66  (PCGS) .  7li9 

1888  Double  Die  Obverse.  VAM-1  I.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Brilhant .  299 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1888  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


Marvelous  1888-0  Dollar 

1888-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  immaculate 
surfaces  and  full  satiny  lustre.  A  truly  exceptional 

1888-0  dollar,  one  ofrhe  finest  we  have  ever  had  in 
stock.  This  is  a  once-in-a-lifetime  coin.  That  is.  once 
you  buy  it,  you  are  set  for  life — no  need  to  ever  look 


at  another! .  3.9511 

1888-0  MS-65,  Brilliant . 495 

1888-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1888-S  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  529 


Condition  Census  1889  Dollar 
1889  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  unbroken  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  full  strike.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  seen 
of  this  date,  and  PCGS  has  certified  only  three 
finer.  A  wonderful  example  for  tlie  dollar  special¬ 
ist.  Our  listing  is  sufficiently  compreliensive  that 
someone  with  an  unlimited  budget  can  find  the  fin¬ 
est  of  tlie  fine,  the  rarest  of  the  rare,  while  at  the 
entn-  level  there  are  also  many  wonderful  coins  to 

contemplate . 3.l5)i 

1889  .MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  329 

1889  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Fully  mirrored  and  tjuite 
rare  in  this  state .  725 


Popular  1889-CC  Morgan  Dollar 

1889-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  lots  of  lustre 
and  great  eye  appeal  for  the  grade,  this  coin  would 
match  well  with  a  .Mint  State  set  of  .Morgan  dollars 
and  represents  an  exeellent  value  for  the  grade.  A  veiv 
nice  specimen  ofthis  key  to  thc'most  avidlv  collected 
19th-centrir\'  U.S.  series . .  4.95ii 

Eye-Appealing  Gem  1889-0  Dollar 

1889-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Full  satiny  lustre  with  whis¬ 
pers  of  light  toning  at  the  peripheiy.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  and  very  difficult  to  locate  in  the  gem  categoiv. 
Only  occasionally  do  we  liave  an  example  ofthis  qiial- 
irv  in  stock.  Here  is  a  veiy  exciting  coin,  with  splen¬ 
did  eye  appeal,  priced  to  be  an  excellent  value — an 
ideal  combination! .  5.951 1 

Prooflike  1889-0  Silver  Dollar 
1889-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  hnmaculate  frosted 
devices  contrast  with  mirrored  fields  with  impressive 
risual  impact  for  the  grade.  .-5  beautiful  specimen  that 
would  be  difficult  to  duplicate . 5.')5ii 

Gem  1889-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1889-S  .MS-65  (PCGS).  .■5  brilliant  gem  witli  full  cart¬ 


wheel  lustre  and  eye  appeal  that  will  satisft  evi  11  the 
most  finicky  collector .  2.159 

Gem  Toned  1889-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1889-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional  lustrous 
gem  with  deliglirtiil  golden  rose  and  iridescenr  rolling. 
Sure  to  please  the  connoisseur .  2. 1 51 1 

Scarce  1890  Deep  Mirror  Prooflike  Dollar 
1890  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Nice  cameo  contrast  and 
great  lustre.  A  choice  and  frosy  dollar  that  would  be 
difficult  to  locate  in  finer  grade:  PCGS  has  certified 


onlv  three  higher .  1 .495 

189()-CC  EF-411 .  89 

I89I)-CC  VF--35 .  79 


Wonderful  Prooflike  1890-0  Dollar 

1890-0  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  pe¬ 
ripheral  golden  iridescence,  frosted  devices  and  su¬ 
perb  lustre.  Only  one  graded  higher!  If  you  collect 
prootlike  Morgan  dollars,  this  could  be  your  new 
pride  and  joy .  2.751) 

Handsome  Gem  1890-0  SI 

1890-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wirh  ourstanding  eye  appeal 
and  lustre  and  lUj^abos  e-average  strike.  A  worthy  speci¬ 


men  for  any  advanced  collection .  2.395 

Glittering  1890-0  Dollar 
1890-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Heavily  frosted  and 

verv  attractive .  1 .895 

1890-S  MS-65  (PCGS),  Brilliant . 995 


Splendid  Prooflike  1891  Dollar 
1891  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mirrored  surtaces  and 
frosted  devices  with  nice  cameo  contrast  and  Just  a  sug- 
.gestiQii.  of  peripheral  toiiuig.  A  beautiful  specimen; 


PCGS  has  graded  none  finer .  1 .675 

Notable  1891-CC  Dollar 

1891-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Superb,  satiny. lustre  and  mint 

frost.  Great  eve  appeal  and  alwavs  popular . 3.495 

1892  MS-64  (PCC;S).  Brilliant.  .  619 


Exceptional  Gem  1892-CC  Dollar 

1892- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  frosty  centers 

with  a  whisper  of  light  russet  peripheral  toning  and 
lightly  retlective  fields.  Superb  eye  appeal.  The 
1892-CC  is  one  of  the  more  difficult  Carson  City 
issues  to  obtain  at  this  level,  and  only  infreciuently 
are  we  privileged  to  have  one  in  stock.  We  reiter¬ 
ate  that  in  order  for  ,iiiy  Morgan  dollar  to  be  pur¬ 
chased  by  us  it  has  to  meet  several  tests — including 
being  an  excellent  example  of  its  numerical  grade 
level,  being  an  e.xcellent  example  of  its  strike  and 
other  characteristics  ofa  given  date  and  tiiintmark. 
and.  finally,  to  be  attractive  to  behold,  and.  finally, 
to  be  a  good  value  for  the  money  paid.  It  is  often  the 
case  that  we  have  to  review  a  dozen  or  more  coins 
before  finding  one  that  is  Just  right  for  our  inveiitoiy 
and  for  resale . 8.350 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  and  frosy  devices 
with  Just  a  blush  of  pale  gold  near  the  bottom  of  the 
reverse.  Nice  eye  appeal  and  pleasing  for  the  grade. 
One  of  the  lowest  mintages  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
Morgans .  1.395 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  pewter  gold  toning  with 
hints  of  rose . 9 1 1) 

Popular  and  Rare  1893-CC  Dollar 

1893- CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Outstanding  prootlike  ap¬ 

pearance  with  heavily  frosted  devices  and  retlective 
fields  and  great  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  The  1 893-CC 
is  scarce  in  its  own  right  and  is  further  important  as  the 
last  issue  stnick  at  the  Carson  Ciy  Mint.  Numismatic 
heaven  would  be  to  find  a  bag  of  1 .1 II  li  I  pieces!  How¬ 
ever,  that  hasn't  happened,  and  we  usually  only  have 
a  single  specimen  in  stock  at  this  grade  level,  or  none 
at  all.  Right  now  we  havejust  one,  and  it  can  be  yours 
for  .  4,3511 


Choice  1893-0  Dollar 

1893-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Full  cartwheel  and  a  ven' 
pleasing  visual  effiect  with  nice  fields.  A  semi-key,  al¬ 
ways  popular  and  always  difficult  to  find.  A  lovely 
specimen .  6.9511 

Rare  Mint  State  1893-0  Dollar 

1893-0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  Vey  difficult  to 
find  at  this  gi'ade  level .  1 .675 

1893- 0  F-15.  .A  nice  example .  129 

Low  Mintage  1894  Dollar 

1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Whispers  of  gold  frame  lustrous 

brilliant  fields  and  well-struck  devices.  A  vey  attrac- 
ti\e  specimen  ofthis  noted  rarirt".  only  I  1 1  i.l  11 11 1  were 
coined  for  circulation .  1 .895 

High-Grade  1894-S  Semi-Key 

1894- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  E.xcellent  full  cartwheel  and 

brilliant  surtaces  with  a  touch  of  color  before  Libern's 
profile  and  near  the  base  of  the  reverse.  A  vei'y  pleas¬ 
ing  specimen  ofthis  rare  issue .  1 .55)  1 

Famous  1895  Philadelphia  Mint  Dollar 
Proof-Only  Issue 

1895  Proof-63  1  PCGS).  Frosy  devices  encircled  by  iri¬ 

descent  violet  and  rose.  Franklv.  1895  dollars  are  fre¬ 
quently  Just  plain  unattractive.  This  piece  is  an 
outstanding  exception  with  wonderful  eye  appeal  and 
no  notable  impairments.  The  key  to  the  most  collected 
American  series  and  a  coin  that  any  collector  would  be 
proud  to  own .  29.951 1 

.Mthougli  rei  oi'tls  indicate  that  !  2.ooi  i  cirt  tilation  strikes 
and  SI  I  (’roots  were  striu'k.  no  an  then  tic  eirctilation  strike 
has  ever  been  seen  bv  us.  nor  hav  e  w  e  (seen  able  to  borrow 
one  for  exaininatitni.  It  is  quite  likely  tliat  the  figtire  of 
12.000  referreil  to  piet'C)  dated  I  S‘14.  This  leases  just  SSo 
I’roots  w  ith  the  IS'l.t  date.  ( ionsidenng  loss  .iml  .ittrition 
os'er  tlie  s  e.irs.  prob.ibls  no  more  th.in  .soo  or  taio  ,un'ive 
toslay.  t  It' these,  prols.ibls  tai"..  i.nnmt  t'suiu’  up  tt'  the 


qnalits'  aiul  es'e  appeal  stfthe  piece  offered  here.  Consider¬ 
ing  the  large  number  of  people  w  ho  collect  sils'er  dollars 
and  the  rants'  of  the  IS‘J.4  Proof,  here  iiulced  is  a  center¬ 
piece.  a  great  opportunits'  to  own  t/ic  single  most  famous 
rarits'  in  the  series. 

Memorable  1895-S  Dollar 

1895-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  and  brilliant 
specimen  ofthis  rare  issue,  a  variety  which  when 
seen  in  Mint  State  is  usually  in  the  lower  ranges 
such  as  MS-61 ).  61  or  62.  not  often  63,  and  much 
less  often  MS-64,  The  present  coin  is  one  of  the 
most  important  in  this  listing,  a  (hii/  for  the  connois¬ 
seur .  5.95(1 

1896  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Frosy  devices  produce  a 
marvelous  cameo  effect.  An  enticing  specimen.  1.175 
1896  MS-6.5  PL  (PCGS).  Peripheral  amber  toning  and 


great  eve  .ippeal .  475 

1896  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1896  MS-66  (PCC;S).  Brilliant . 695 


Choice  Mint  State  1896-0  $1 

1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Superb  eye  appeal  for  the 
grade  and  outstanding  cartwheel  lustre.  This  is  a  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  ofthis  Mint  State  rariy.  One  of  the 
major  stumbling  blocks  for  many  in  assembling  a  high 
grade  set  of  Morgan  dollars  and  vey  difficult  to  locate 
finer.  High-grade  and  reasonable  price  meet  in  this 
coin — an  outstanding  opportuniy!  .  8.7.5(  1 

Desirable  1896-0  Morgan  Dollar 

1896- 0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  vey  slightly  re- 

flectit'e  surtaces .  3. 1 5( ) 

1897  MS-66  (NGC).  E.xceptional  satiny  lustre  and  an  ini- 
pseccably  detailed  strike.  A  superb  specimen.  ...  1 .295 
1897  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lightly  retlective. 
Readily  available  in  Jow  er  grades,  but  decidedly  elu¬ 
sive  in  the  superb  gem  Mint  State  preservation  offered 
here .  1.295 

1897- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

I897-O.AU-5.5  (PCGS).,  Brilliant.  . . ,....-.,295  , 

Superb  Gem  1897-S  Dollar 
1897-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  cartwheel 
and  great  eye  appeal.  A  maivelous  specimen  ofthis 


popular  San  Francisco  date .  2.(195 

1898  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilli.int .  1.(195 

1898  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  fully  struck  with  im¬ 
maculate  surfaces.  Exceptional  condition  for  this 

Philadelphia  issue .  1 .( (95 

1898  .MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 


Impressive  1898-0  SI 

1898-0  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  bright  with  lus¬ 
tre.  Excellent  eye  appeal  and  nearly  impossible  to  im¬ 


prove  upon .  1 .895 

1898-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  BrillLint .  .335 

1898-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 


Superb  1899  Dollar 

1899  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  great  eye  ap- 
pseal — one  of  the  nicest  circulation  strikes  you  will  ever 


find.  First  order  gets  it  for .  1 ,895 

Another  1899-S  Gem 

1899-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  supremely  lustrous, 
and  vers'  attractive .  1 .995 


Choice  Proof  1900  Dollar 
1900  Proof-64  (NGC).  Frosts' devices  encircled  by  golden 
toning  at  the  rims.  Vey  scarce,  indeed  liirc.  The  market 
price  tor  this  and  most  other  PrcKif  Moigan  dollars  seems 
to  be  especially  attractive  at  present . 2.695 

Popular  1900  O/CC  in  Gem  Condition 
1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  bold  ovemiintiiiark.  A  great  e.xample  ofthis 

famous  and  curious  issue .  1.695 

1900-0  MS-66  PL  (PCCIS).  ILicIi  gold  toning  frames 
brilliant  fields  and  devices.  Excellent  lustre  and  superb 

eye  appeal .  1 .35(  I 

1900-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  impeccable  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre .  529 


Gem  1900-S  Dollar 

1900-S  MS-65  (NC!C).  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous.  A 
lovely  specimen  ofthis  issue  that  will  never  require 
upgrade  or  apologv' .  1 ,595 

Noteworthy  1900-S  SI 

1900- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosy  gem  with  e.xcellent 

lustre.  Though  fairly  common  in  lower  grades,  gem 
qualiy  coins  ofthis  issue  are  uncoinmon  and  always 
in  demand.  A  nice  piece .  1 .595 

19(11  AU-58  (PCCiS).  Lustrous  w  ith  light  gold  toning. 
Vey  nice  for  the  grade .  975 

1901- 0  MS-66  (PCGS),  Full  white  brilliance  with 

bright  carnv'heel  lustre .  1,195 

Gem  Mint  State  1901-S  Dollar 

1901-S  MS-65  (PCGS),  One  of  our  fav  orite  dates, 
appearing  very  infrequently  in  gem  quality.  Fully 
brilhant  with  frosty  lustre  and  vey  slight  cameo 
contrast.  Typical  quality  for  coins  that  would  have 
been  called  ''senii-prootlike  "  back  in  the  good  old 
days  (|97(is  for  the  present  cataloguer.  Mark 


Borckardt) . , .  4,45(1 

l')(i|-S  VC;-|(i .  I') 


Gem  Mint  State  1902  Dollar 
1902  MS-66  (PCGSl.  Pleasant  light  gold  toning  around 
the  rims  indicative  of  long  term  roll  storage  and  nice 
lustre .  1.45(1 

Superb  Gem  1902-0  Dollar! 

1902-0  MS-67  (NGC).  Bnlliant  with  vey  nearly 
prootlike  surfaces.  Perhaps  this  should  liav'c*  been  des¬ 
ignated  as  fully  prootlike.  Seldom  seen  in  this  loftv' 

grade! .  6.995 

1902-0  MS-66  ( N(  iC).  Brilliant  w'ith  light  retlecriviy 

ill  the  fields .  ()5(  1 

19(12-0  .MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1.39 
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The  Coin  Collector  ^  February  5, 2001 


Because  You  Asked 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions  relating  to  American  numismatics.  Those  deemed 
to  be  of  general  interest  will  be  answered  in  this  column  by  our  editor,  Q.  David  Bowers. 


D.R.S.  ASKS:  As  your  publications  are, 
in  the  aggregate,  the  greatest  repository  of 
miscellaneous  (useful  and  dynamic  to  hu¬ 
morous  and  unnecessary— and  everything 
in  between),  it  is  only  logical  that  I  submit 
this  question,  as  I  cannot  find  a  precise 
answer  anywhere  else:  I  am  writing  up  a 
coin  exhibit  I  would  like  to  call  “A  Grand 
Tour  of  Silver  Dollars,”  and  wonder  what 
“grand  tour”  means?  Can  one  “tour”  an 
exhibit  by  viewing  it? 

CC  ANSWERS:  Without  looking  it  up, 
offhand  we  think  that  “grand  tour”  refers  to 
the  19th  and  early  20th  century  “high  soci¬ 
ety”  practice  of  traveling  by  railroad  through 
Europe  and  stopping  each  night  at  a  “grand 
hotel,”  some  of  which  had  “Grand”  in  their 
names.  Young  Virgil  Brand  did  this— and, 
presumably,  returned  to  Illinois  to  better 
appreciate  the  culture  of  the  Old  World. 

Today,  we  imagine  that  “grand  tour” 
simply  means  an  elegant  pass-through  of  an 
area  or  even  of  an  exhibit,  taking  time  to 
sample  cultural  aspects.  Thus,  we  would 
think  that  a  “grand  tour”  of  a  coin  exhibit 
would  be  appropriate,  but  a  “grand  tour”  of 
a  chicken  farm  would  not  be  proper  usage. 
No  doubt  the  Internet  could  tell  you  more. 
♦  •  • 

J.A.  ASKS:  Next  summer  my  family  and 
I  are  going  to  drive  through  the  Maritime 
Provinces  of  Canada— New  Brunswick, 
Nova  Scotia,  and  other  districts.  Do  you 
know  what  the  chances  are  of  finding  old 
and,  hopefully,  rare  United  States  coins 
there?  How  would  I  go  about  looking?  Have 
you  ever  done  this? 

CC  ANSWERS:  I  have  never  done  this. 
Afriend  of  ours,  D.H.,  regularly  makes  sweeps 
through  these  provinces  and  finds  a  lot  of 
rare  and  valuable  books.  However,  as  to 
coins,  1  don’t  know  what  the  chances  of 
success  might  be.  Probably,  the  best  bet 
would  be  to  run  an  advertisement  in  the 
Canadian  Numismatic  Journal  and  seek  the 
names  of  collectors  and  dealers  to  call  upon— 
writing  to  them  in  advance  to  see  if  they  have 
any  United  States  coins.  My  guess  is  that  the 
value  of  U.S.  coins  is  sufficiently  well  realized 
and  that  the  chances  of  making  any  real  finds 
are  slim.  But,  who  knows?  Good  luck! 

•  •  • 

H.S.  ASKS:  In  reading  your  comments 
about  there  being  much  more  than  just 
numerical  grade  to  the  evaluation  of  coins, 

I  have  two  questions:  Why,  if  this  is  so,  is 
there  a  market  for  sight-unseen  bids?  Also, 
can  a  numerical  system  be  devised  for  the 
other  attributes  you  mention,  such  as  sharp¬ 
ness  of  striking  and  eye  appeal? 

CC  ANSWERS:  Probably  70%  to  80% 
of  the  buyers  in  today’s  market  are  buying 
“numbers”  and  nothing  beyond  that.  This  is 
because  of  the  emphasis  that  has  been 
placed  on  numbers  by  about  every  entity  in 
the  hobby— including  price  lists,  catalogues, 
grading  reports,  etc.  Because  of  this,  the 
same  70%  to  80%  would  rather  buy  a  dull, 
lifeless,  unattractive  MS-66  coin  than  a  spar¬ 
kling,  beautiful  MS-64,  even  though  the  MS- 
64  might  cost  a  lot  less! 

Also,  numbers  make  it  possible  to  de¬ 
scribe  a  coin  without  saying  much  more.  An 


ugly  coin  is  often  offered  as  “MS-65,  bril¬ 
liant,”  or  something  similar,  without  men¬ 
tioning  that  it  may  be  blotchy  (or  whatever). 

The  only  way  you  can  find  “nice”  coins  is 
to  inspect  them  before  buying  or  to  deal 
with  someone  who  can  do  the  looking  for 
you.  When  we  buy  for  our  inventory  we 
spend  a  lot  of  time  and  effort  traveling, 
inspecting,  etc.,  all  of  which  would  be  com¬ 
pletely  unnecessary  if  we  subscribed  to  the 
“sight  unseen”  philosophy.  When  we  do  buy 
unattractive  coins  as  part  of  collections,  we 
wholesale  them. 

Concerning  sharpness  of  striking,  it  is 
important,  as  it  was  said  in  Music  Man,  to 
“know  the  territory.”  Some  coins  are  easy 
enough  to  find  sharply  struck— the  1909 
V.D.B.  cent  is  a  good  example— and  require 
little  looking.  Other  coins  virtually  always 
come  weakly  struck— the  1926-D  Buffalo 
nickel  is  an  example— and  you  cannot  expect 
a  needle-sharp  strike.  If  you  know  that  a  coin 
can  be  found  with  sharp  detail,  then  it  is  best 
to  waitfor  one.  Thus,  your  1 909  V.D.B.  cent 
should  be  sharply  struck,  ditto  for  the  usu- 
ally-sharp  1881-S  dollar,  etc.  Buying  a  few 
books  will  be  of  immense  help.  For  example, 
David  Lange’s  books  on  Lincoln  cents  and 
Buffalo  nickels  (which  we  offer  for  sale)  will 
tell  you  much,  and  Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  will 
provide  an  excellent  overview. 

Concerning  a  rating  system  for  striking 
and  eye  appeal,  this  would  be  hard  to  do.  A 
number  of  years  back  we  invented  the  term 
“Premium  Quality”  to  denote  pieces  which 
to  our  eye  were  very  “special.”  Not  long 
thereafter,  we  learned  that  a  telemarketer 
made  up  a  bunch  of  “PQ”  stickers,  and  all 
coins  in  their  inventory  (which  included  a  lot 
of  low-level  specimens)  were  given  such 
stickers  to  aid  in  selling  them! 

We  have  had  a  few  requests  to  hand- 
select  coins,  identify  them  by  serial  numbers 
on  certification  holders,  and  sell  them  with 
certificates,  such  as  “this  was  hand-picked  by 
David  Bowers”  (or  joe  Schmo,  or  whoever). 
A  number  of  years  ago  First  Coinvestors  Inc., 
a  New  York  firm,  did  this  with  certificates 
signed  by  Walter  Breen.  However,  quality 
did  not  seem  to  be  particularly  consistent. 

I  think  the  “I  like  it  test,”  which  you  can 
apply  yourself,  will  do  fine.  If  a  coin  looks 
nice  to  your  eye  (assuming  you’ve  had  a  bit 
of  collecting  experience),  chances  are  it  will 
look  nice  to  someone  else  in  the  future.  If  it 
is  unattractive,  pass  it  by  and  wait  for  a 
better  one— unless  it  is  a  rare  colonial  die 
variety  or  a  rare  token  or  some  type  of  coin 
for  which  a  better  one  might  not  be  avail¬ 
able.  However,  there  is  no  reason  in  the 
world  to  buy  an  unattractive  Morgan  dollar, 
or  Lincoln  cent,  or  just  about  any  other  coin 
in  various  popular  series. 

At  the  same  time,  if  quality  is  not  particu¬ 
larly  important,  and  price  is  foremost,  then 
cleaned,  scratched,  etc.,  coins  can  be  bought 
cheaply.  We  recall  one  client  who  bought  a 
holed,  polished  1836  Gobrecht  silver  dollar 
for  $600  with  the  rationale— with  which  we 
did  not  disagree— that  otherwise  he  could 
never  own  one,  as  he  could  not  afford  more 
than  $600. 


LU(  KY  Yt  lU!  LL(  K\  LSI  Fi>r\oii.\rcoril.T\\h.u\\c 
Ix'licvc  HI  Iv  till'  tiiK'it  i)ii.iluv  nnvnton  ol'Moru.iii  mImt 
Jiiil.iri  in  I'Msii'iui'  .m\\\  IiiTc- — mini  tli.it  not  tinlv  .irc 
^uininti'i’il  [tipic.iM-itiu  luimlvr-uiM'i.MS-tvv  \lS-i>4.or 

tiilvoutst.iiKlnii: 

spci  iinciii  lit'  tlioir  in-.uli'  I'.iti'piin .  Vt'c  ihirn-puk  tor 
i|ii.iiii\  u  Ill'll  bill  iiio.iiul.  Ill  l.ii  t.  ipcml  iiiori'  iiioiii'i  111  till* 
cttori  io/iii)'iouii  tli.iii  to  m7/{)ii‘iii!  t  >1 1  oiirn-.  tins  n  iiiit  tlic 
oppoMti'  of  iiioit  buMiii'Mi's!  Liii  k\  loll — It  ijii.iliti  .Hill 
I'.iiiic  .irc  your  obii'i  tti  i’s. 

Liii'ky  Us — tor  our  lUstoiiicrs  .irc  iic.irlv  .ill  scnous  lui- 
iiiisiii.itists  who,  oiiic  tlicv  "ilisi o\ cr"’  us.  tciiil  to  rciii.itii 
ivitli  us  tor.i  loiip  tiiiic.  Tims,  uv  li.iic  vcri  little  lost  ui 
^I'tiitiy  "Ill'll  ii.uiii's.  Ill  loursc.  lie  i.ike  iiotliiiiu  lor 
^'.iiiteil.  .itiil  e.ii  li  oriler  li  e  seiul  tspu.ir.ititeeil  to  lii  e  up  ti> 
lour eipeit.itioiis — oriour  iiioiiei  b.iik: 

Brilliant  Gem  1902-S  Dollar 

1902-S  MS-65  iT'CCiS)  Ui  illi.mt  mtli  trosn'  silver  lus- 
rre  .imi  J  rr.iie  of  roiiiiio  ,u  tin-  Imi'iler.  .-K  tiiii'  spot  is 
visible  on  the  reverse.  Over.ill.  this  is  .111  outst.iiKiino 


ex.iniple . '.2')5 

1903  MS-66  (NGf!.  brilli.uit .  (i7‘) 


1903  MS-66  (PC'GSl.  Light  eli.mip.igiie  surlaees.  (iTV 

Mirrorlike  1903-0  Dollar 

1903-0  MS-65  DMPL  (I'GCiS).  brilli.iiit  ii  irh  gre.it 
eoiitr.ist  benieeii  .Miss  Libertv  .iiiil  the  tields.  Extr.ior- 
diiiary  geinl .  4.~5ii 

Scarce  Near-Gem  1903-S  Dollar 

1903- S  MS-64  (bCXiSi.  Brilli.uit.  well  striiek.  .iiid  l  erv 

■ittraerive.  A  superb  speeiineii  ot'oiie  oftlie  seareer  S.iii 
Franeiseo  varieties  in  the  series,  eoiisider.ibli'  tiner  than 
that  nonnally  seen.  This  e.xainple  exhibits  a  double  ol¬ 
ive  on  the  olive  braneli.  indieative  ot'those  stniek  from 
dies  luibbed  with  both  "old-stvle  "  and  "neiv-sn  le” 
hubs.  A  beautvl  .  .v.S.Sii 

I9II4-0  MS-Mi’(K'(;S).  Brilliant .  .VW 

I')il4-t3  MS-(i.5  PL  (NGt  I.  Brilliant  eenters  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning .  27') 

l')li4-0  MS-(..5  PL  iPCCS).  Brilliant .  27') 

|')li4-0  .MS-().5.  Brilliant . ')') 

P)ii4-t')  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4ts 

Choice  and  Lustrous  1904-S  Dollar 

1904- S  MS-63  (NGCl.  Brilliant  ehampsagne  eenters 

with  gold  highlights  at  the  run .  2.2.5ii 

Peace  Dollars 


Superb  1921  Peace  Dollar 
1921  Peace.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  satiny  lustre. 
One  of  the  verv  finest  speeiinens  we  hji  e  ever 
seen  or  handled.  High  Relief  design,  as  used  in 
this  vear.  but  then  diseontinued.  as  the  seulp- 
tured-stvle  reliefwould  not  strike  up  properlv  at 
the  center.  In  addition,  eoinplaints  were  received 
from  bank  officials  that  these  coins  would  not 
"'tack  "  properly . ').2.5ii 

Delightful  and  Choice  1921  Peace  Dollar 
1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGSi.  Lustrous  satinv  surtaees 
with  just  a  hitit  of  light  reverse  toihtig.  .-k  delightful 
e.xainple  sure  to  please  the  most  disi'rmiinanng 


buyer .  2.7')5 

1921  Peace.  MS-64.  Fully  lustrous  with  subtle  ehatn- 

pagne  surtaees  and  great  eye  appeal .  .4  so 

1921  Peace.  MS-64  (NOCi.  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned .  -4.S.4 

1921  Peace.  MS-64  iPCGSi.  Brilliant .  .4.i.5 

l‘)22  .MS-to.  Bnlh.int .  115 

l')22  .MS-(i4  (NCit::.  Brilliant .  45 

p)22  .VLS-o.s.  Brilliant . 2') 

l')22  .MS-to  (PCC.S).  Brilliant .  2') 


High-Grade  1922-D  Dollar 
1922-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare  in  lower 
grade's,  the  l')22-D  is  quite  elusive  in  the  superb  gem 
quality  offered  here.  .A  liiul  for  the  Peace  dollar  speei.il- 


ist .  l.isSO 

P)22-l)  .MS-6,s.  Brilliant .  42 


Gem  1922-S  Dollar 

1922-S  MS-65  1NGCI.  Brilliant  with  attraetive  satiny 
'liver  lustre.  A  searee  and  highly  desirable  issue  in  gem 

qiialiri' .  2.250 

1923  MS-66.  Brilliant .  (i.i5 

1923  MS-66  iN(lC).  Brilliant .  6.i5 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 6.55 

l')2.5  MS-().5.  Brilliant .  I  15 

l‘)23  .MS-(i.5  (NGC).  Brilliant .  I  15 

l')2.5  .MS-6.5  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  I  15 

P)2.5  .MS-64.  Brilliant .  4.5 

l')23  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  45 

I  >72.5  .MS-6.5.  Brilh.int .  2') 

l')2,5-n  .MS-64.  Brilliant .  2o') 

1924- S  MS-64  iPCG.S).  Brilliant .  1.0')5 

1925  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  6.55 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  (..55 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surtaees .  (i-55 

l')2.5  MS-(i5  Brilliant .  115 

1925- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  .5.5') 

l‘)26  .MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  2')'> 

Superb  1926-D  Silver  Dollar 

1926- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Seldom  seen  at  this 
high  grade  lei  el.  .A  beautiful  piece  with  ii  onderful  ey  e 


appeal .  l.').5o 

l‘)2(.-l)  .MS-64.  Bnlliant .  21') 


Superb  Gem  1926-S  Dollar 
1926-S  MS-66  1  NGC).  Brilliant  ivith  satinv  white  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  trace  of  iridescent  peripheral  toning.  .A  most 


attr.ietive  e.xainple  for  the  connoisseur .  4.25' ' 

1926-S  .MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  ■■')5 


Lustrous  Gem  1927-D  Dollar 

1927-D  MS-65  iPCGSi.  Brilli.int  and  elioice  ivith  ex¬ 
cellent  full  eartwlieel  lustre,  t  )ne  ot  the  nicest  we  have 


ei  er  had  of  this  scarce  Denver  Mint  Peace  dollar.  .A 


hi.ehly  important  com .  5.2.5o 

l')2~-l)  .AU-5S.  Brilliant .  I4‘) 


Memorable  1927-S  Dollar 
1927-S  MS-65  iNGC).  Brilli.int  with  ven'  slightlv 
retk'i  til  l'  fields.  Faint  splashes  of  toning  are  visible 
on  the  obi  erse.  Seldom  seen  at  the  gem  or  .MS-6.5 
lei  el.  For  the  adi  .inced  collector  of  Peace  dollars 
this  IS  ilk-  rariti  ofdcsire.  .A'  important  as  it  is  beau¬ 
tiful .  12.5110 

Gem  1928  Dollar 

1928  MS-65  I  NGC  r.  .A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of  this 
classic  rarity.  .Although  certain  other  Peace  dollar  is¬ 
sues  are  much  rarer  m  gem  qu.ilitv.  this  issue  has 
long  been  considered  one  of  the  key  dates  111  the 
series.  Indeed,  it  has  the  lowest  oi  erall  mintage  of 
.my  Peace  dollar  I')2I-I').55.  .An  excellent  conibi- 
ii.itioii  of  high  grade,  low  mintage,  and  good  eye 


appeal .  .5.2').5 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnlli.int .  (>2‘) 

l')2S  .ms-6,5 . 325 

I')2S.AU-5S .  225 

1928-S  MS-64  iPCC.S).  Brilliant .  1.075 

1934  MS-65  I  NGCl.  Brilliant .  1.06.5 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilli.int .  l.o')5 

l')34  .MS-('4.  Brilliant .  2.59 

l')34  .MS-(i3.  Brilh.int .  125 

l').54  .MS-(>2.  Brilliant . ')9 

l‘).54-F)-.MS-(i4  (PCGSi.  Brilliant .  445 

l').54-n  .MS-(i5.  Brilliant .  l')9 


Choice  Uncirculated  1934-S  Peace  SI 
1934-S  MS-64  (PC(  iS).  Brilliant.  This  is  the  kev  date 
in  the  Peace  dollar  series,  and  whenever  we  see  an 
example  that  combines  accurate  (in  our  opinion) 
numerical  grade  with  excellent  eye  appeal,  we  buy 
it!  . ' .  3.')')5 

Lovely  MS-63  1934-S  SI 
1934-S  MS-63  iPCGS).  Light  golden  surtaees.  2.495 
1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral  toiung.(i2.5 


1935  MS-65  I  NGC).  Brilliant .  (i2.5 

l')35  .MS-(i4.  Brillianr .  1  15 

1935-S  MS-65  iNGC).  Brilliant .  1 .050 

l')3.5-S  MS-(i4  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  445 

Eisenhower  Dollars 

l')”l-S  .MS-()(>  I  PCGS).  Brilliant,  tinlv  76  pieces  graded 
higher .  149 


Susan  B.  Anthony  Dollars 

l')“')-P  .MS-(i4  Struck  lo",.  off  center  (PCGS).  tiff- 
center  to  I  1 :3o  on  the  obverse.  .A  pleasing  example 
ot  .111  mterestmg  error,  one  that  llavid  Sundman 

missed .  2')5 

l')7')-S  Tvpe  1.  Proof-(i').  lleep  Cameo  iPCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  34 

l'C')-S  Type  11.  Proof-(i8  lleep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1~‘) 

l')So-S  Proof-(i').  lleep  tlanieo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  34 
P'SI-S  Tvpe  I  Proof-(i').  I  )eep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
h.int .  3') 

Trade  Dollars 


.  Choice  1874-S  Trade  Dollar 

1874- S  MS-63  'PCGS).  VLonderful  lustrous  light 

ihamp.igne  surtaees .  I.6')5 

Lovely  1875-S  Trade  Dollar 

1875- S  Type  I/II.  .MS-64  i  PCt  IS).  Sharply  struck  with 

I  lutstai  idiiig  ligi  It  ii  on  surtaees  ,ind  delightful  satinv  lus¬ 
tre.  Is75  and  lts"o  trade  dollars  from  all  mints  have 
i  .in  ing  I  ombinatioiis  of  obverse  and  reverse  design 
lull" . . 3.25o 

I  lie  lipe  1  obi'i'i'se  hub  li.is  tliri'e  i  isihle  finger'  on 

I  ibi-rtv's  h.iikl  lioktiiig  the  pole,  iihile  the  Fipe  II  hub 
li'.itiifi''  lour  linger',  rhere  .ire  other  niiiior  differeiin''  as 

II  ell,  .\ll  I  S“5  u'.iile  dollar'  have  the  Type  I  olsver'e  while 
those  il.ited  I  .''"ii  111.11  hail'  etcher  design. 

I  he  fipi'  I  rei'ei  'i'  has.i  berry .itt.ii  hi'd  co  the  loiiereilgeol 
tl  le  hr.ii  leh.  directly  .ihoi'i' the  first  o  in ‘II II 1.  Ti  pell  reiersedies 
do  not  h.iie.i  hem  in  this  location.  Both  l.s“5.ind  I  .s“(  >  tr.iile 
.loll.irs  exist  iiicli  these  tiio  designs.  Tile  possible  loiiibnia- 
ti'iiis  .ire  Tvpe  I  I.  Tipe  I  II  .iiul  Type  II  II.  There  .ire  no 
knoll  11  ex.iinples  "  itli  .1  I  ipe  II  obi  erse  and  fi  pe  I  rei  erse. 

Choice  1876  Trade  Dollar 
1876  Type  I/II.  MS-64  1  PCGSi.  Brilliant  with  nice 
lustre  and  handsome  eye  appeal.  Satiny  surfaces  dis- 
pl.ii  full  cartwheel.  I  )iffictih  to  improve  upon  and  an 
excellent  specimen  for  the  trade  dollar  enthusiast  or 

tvpe  collector .  3.25i  1 

1877-S  MS-63  .NGC..  Light  champagiie  surtaees.  1.3‘)5 
I S""  \'C 1 1 1.  .A  reallv  delightful  piece  with  a  phototn'aph 
inside  ofa  woman  in  a  high  necked  dress.  .Mica  over 
photo  present  but  cracked,  othenvise  in  very  good 
loiiihtion.  Verv  nghtlv  hinged  and  in  good  working 
order.  Inside  of  door  engraved  ".Mizpah  "  in  tancy 
script,  the  word  being  tuie  ot  endeamient.  as  several 
of  our  readers  have  pointed  out.  Circular  lathe  deco¬ 
ration  on  lip  around  photograph.  .A  display  piece  ot 
excellent  qualitv .  27'1 

Elegant  1877-S  Trade  Dollar 
1877-S  MS-63  ( PCGSi.  Bnlliant  and  superbly  lustrous 
iiitli  retlecnve  surtaees.  Choice  tor  the  grade.  1.4.5ii 

Choice  Proof  1879  Trade  SI 
1879  Proof-64  PCGSi.  Frosw  devices  and  deepli'  re- 
tlective  fields  ivith  light  t  liainpagne  surtaees.  4,35i  1 

Rare  1881  Proof  Trade  SI 
1881  Proof-63  PCGSi.  l.ovelv  frosty  devices.  Light 
grai  tields  with  ven'  light  peripheral  iridescent  toning. 
.A  splendid  specinien  of  this  highly-prized  "Proot- 
onlv  "  date,  a  numismatic  classic .  2.4')5 


,-l  Special  Offering  of  “Opiitin  Dollars" 

I  S7(i-S  V(  i- 16.  Looped  at  top  of  obverse.  Recessed  area 
inside  for  placing  a  photograph,  though  none  is 
present.  Hinge  is  a  tritle  loose  but  in  good  working 
order  and  opens  easily.  Some  digs  present  near  top  ot 
reverse  .it  hinge.  .A  I'erv  nice  qualitx'  box  dollar  with 

good  workmanship .  2"') 

I.S7”  F- 1 5.  cleaned.  Pops  open  easilv  and  wide,  though 
the  hinge  is  a  little  loose.  Good  workmanship  and 
quite  bright  internally  with  some  extraneous  solder 

present.  A  nice  specimen .  23') 

I S77-S  F- 1 2,  liglitlvcleaned.  Nice  and  .ittracrii'e  with  a  coni- 
pletelv  holloiied  intenor  that  probablv  contained  a  thin 
nng  to  hold  doini  a  photogi'aph.  Hinge  a  httle  loose  but 
iiorks  Ill'll.  Inside  door  teanires  amateur  gi'atiiti  reading 


"U'ed  t  )ct  1  I  '5  Aiuiette  "  shalloii  ly  engraved;  probably 
an  indieation  that  this  contained  a  wedding  photo  or  other 
keepsake  ot'that  dav.  Hopetiilly.  .Amiene  and  her  husband 

had  a  luce  hfe.  .A  tasciiumig  specimen .  279 

I  S'S  ( ;-(i.  'iX'  Orn  from  use  as  a  pocket  piece,  but  still  verv 
attractii  e.  Excellent  ii  orkmanship  with  lid  lip  close  to 
rim;  door  requires  a  httle  nudge  to  fully  open  extend¬ 
able  hinge.  Bull's-eye  lathe  work  in  recessed  photo 
area.  Jeiveler's  nionogrammed  "ILB"  hallmark  inside 

at ');' '( 1.  .A  very  nicely  done  piece .  2,59 

IS'S-S  EF-46.  Cleaned.  Large  "H"  hand  engraved  on 
obverse  exteriiallv.  Hinge  and  lid  a  tritle  loose  but 
closes  squareh.  Probably  not  the  work  of  one  oftlie 
large  scale  manufacturers  of  box  dollars,  as  the  inter¬ 
nal  abrading  appears  hand  done  inside  of  lathe- 
worked.  Sharp  and  an  interesting  piece .  23‘) 


12 


The  Coin  Collector 


February  5,  2001 


Unique  Gold  Ingots  from  “America’s  Lost  Treasure' 

Are  Now  Available  to  You 


Excitement! 

In  recent  times  we  have  been  tront  row 
center  in  the  describing  and  evaluating  of  the 
gold  coins  from  the  S.S.  Ceiitml  Aniericn. 
This  has  included  preparing  pubhcity  for  the 
Cahfomia  Gold  Marketing  Group  (of  wliich 
we  are  a  part),  helping  with  the  "Ship  of 
Gold"  program  given  by  Bob  Evans  in  vari¬ 
ous  venues  (at  the  ANA  Convention  last 
summer,  this  was  reported  as  being  the  most 
popular  program  in  the  history  of  the  ANA's 
Numismatic  Theatre!),  and  other  aspects, 

Dave  Bowers  of  our  staff,  in  concert  with 
a  research  team  and  with  the  cooperation  ot 
museums  and  societies  aU  over  America,  is 
now  putting  the  finishing  touches  on  a  great 
book,  A  CaUfoniia  Gold  Rush  History  Featur¬ 
ing  Treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  the 
publication  details  of  w'hich  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  soon.  Important  to  the  present  dis¬ 
cussion,  a  special  deluxe  version  of  this  book 
will  be  printed  and  will  be  given  with  each 
gold  ingot  from  the  ship! 

Significance  of  the  S.S.  Central  America 

The  finding  of  treasure  is  everyone's 
dream.  However,  treasure  is  elusive.  Of  the 
many  thousands  of  ships  that  have  been  lost 
in  the  w'orld’s  lakes,  rivers,  and  oceans,  those 
few'  that  have  been  recov'ered  nearly  all  have 
lacked  rare  coins  of  significance. 

In  the  field  of  American  gold  coins  the 
S.S.  Central  America,  which  sank  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  September  12. 

1 857,  canying  with  it  a  king's  ransom  m  gold 
coins  and  ingots,  has  yielded  more  numis¬ 
matic  treasures  by  a  factor  of  10  or  more  than  aU 
other  kiiowm  recoveries.  Moreover,  no  other 
knowii  recovery  h^  iiicludec^even  a  single_ 
gold  ingot  of  the  Cahfomia  types  found  with 
the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure. 

Finding  of  the  S.S.  Central  America 

The  S.S.  Central  America,  lost  in  1857,  re¬ 
mained  undiscovered  until  the  1 980s.  when 
using  historical  notes  combined  with  state- 
of-the-art  technology  and  scientific  research 
the  Columbus-Ainerica  Discovery  Group 
located  the  ship  in  over  8,000  feet  of  water 
off  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  First,  the 
spectral  outline  of  a  steamer's  sidewheel  was 
seen,  followed  by  other  objects  on  the  sea 
floor.  Soon,  the  ship's  bell,  dated  1853  and 
marked  with  the  impnnt  of  the  Morgan  Iron 
Works  w'as  found,  making  identification  cer¬ 
tain.  It  was  Morgan  who  furnished  the  me¬ 
chanical  equipment  for  the  ship,  the  pnde  of 
the  U.S.  Mail  Steamship  Company'  wiien  it 
W'as  launched  that  year. 

Images  soon  revealed  a  veritable  display  of  a 
king's  ransom  in  gold  coins  and  ingots — hun¬ 
dreds  and  hundreds  on  the  sea  bonom.  wiiere 
they  had  remained  for  well  over  a  centurv. 

Using  the  sopliisticated  robotic  submers¬ 
ible  \cmo,  especially  designed  for  the  explo¬ 


ration.  the  explorers  w'ere  able  to  combine  the 
ability'  to  work  at  such  a  depth  and  to  handle 
treasures  and  artifacts  carefully.  Tommy 
Thompson,  Bob  Evans,  and  others  from  the 
Columbus-Ainerica  Discovery  Group 
brought  to  the  surface  over  7.0(.il.i  coins  and 
several  hundred  gold  ingots,  many  of  w’hich 
W'ere  so  carefully  preserved  by  sea  sediments 
that  upon  consert'ation  they  proved  to  be  “as 
good  as  new,"  brilliant,  sparkling,  and  what 
numismatists  designate  as  Mint  State! 

Treasure  Coins  and  Gold  Ingots 

Most  of  the  find  consisted  of  S20  pieces 
dated  1857,  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 
Over  5,000  of  these  1857-S  pieces  w'ere 
found,  most  of w’hich  have  been  sold  privately 
in  recent  times.  In  addition,  selected  other 
coins  were  found,  ranging  from  w'elj-w'orn  to 
Mint  State.  How’ever.  that  is  not  the  thrust  of 
the  present  message.  Right  now,  emphasis  is 
on  gold  ingots! 

Several  hundred  gold  ingots  w'ere  found — 
most  of  a  size  that  had  not  been  know’n  to  ex¬ 
ist  previously,  far  e.xceeding  any'thiiig  held  in 
private  hands  or  even  in  the  Smithsonian  Insti¬ 
tution  (w'hich  has  a  representative  display  of 
American  gold  ingots,  but  of  significantly 
smaller  size).  As  w'e  have  mentioned  in  adver¬ 
tising,  generations  of  numismatists  have  been 
bom  and  died,  and  many'  museums  acquired 
numismatic  and  artistic  treasures — but  with¬ 
out  even  a  single  example  of  an  ingot  such  as 
the  Central  America  yielded — simply  because 
the  ship  was  lost,  and  most  believed  it  would 
never  be  recovered! 

But  it  was  found! 

Excitement  prevails! 

—  Before  CDnrin’ai'iig'DUriiarrative.  ifi's  worth  ’ 
mentioning  that  there  is  no  other  lost  ship  with 
a  similarly  valued  Gold  Rush  era  treasure  aboard! 
The  S.S.  Central  America  was  and  is  unique! 

The  Columbus-America 
Discovery  Group 

From  the  very  beginning  the  discovery  has 
had  extensive  media  coverage  on  just  about 
every  television  and  radio  network,  in  many 
magazines,  and  elsewhere.  This  past  summer, 

111  August,  the  History’  Channel  ran  an  hour- 
long  presentation.  Ship  of  Gold,  w’hich  attracted 
worldw’ide  attention.  By’  that  time  several 
books  had  been  published  about  the  ship,  in¬ 
cluding  the  historical  masterpiece.  The  Last 
Voyage  of  the  S.S.  Central  America,  by  Nonnan 

_ _j! _ 


S,S,  Central  America  Ingots  Available 


The  gold  ingots  have  been  withlield  from  gen¬ 
eral  sale  until  now’.  A  single  ingot  (the  first  sold) 
W'as  purchased  by  Dave  Bowers  last  August  (and 
was  illustrated  in  a  recent  Rare  Coin  Ra’icw),  and 
some  bars  have  been  consigned  to  auction  (includ¬ 
ing  the  recent  Christie's  auction  catalogued  by 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries).  However,  none 
have  been  available  on  a  fixed-price  basis. 

Having  reviewed  the  wonderflil  ingots  from 
the  treasure — each  unique  and  with  a  different 
combination  of  weight,  fineness,  value,  and  serial 
number — Dave  Bowers  and  our  other  staffers 
have  selected  ones  which  w'e  feel  are  especiaUy 
choice.  Some  of  these  we  have  purchased  for  our 
inventory’  and  others  we  are  presently  consider¬ 
ing  as  we  go  to  press. 

"We  also  have  a  very  limited  selection  of  1856- 
S  and  1 857-S  S2( )  coins  still  in  stock  from  what,  by 
any  evaluation,  is  one  of  the  most  impressive,  most 
important,  most  historically  significant  offerings  in 
the  history  of  numismatics — treasures  from  the 
incredible  gold  cargo  ot  the  S.5.  Central  America, 
lost  at  sea  on  September  12.  1857,  and  undiscov¬ 
ered  until  recent  times.  The  story  of  the  find  of  the 
ship  proves  that  truth  can  be  stranger  than  fiction. 

Gold  ingots,  many  of  which  are  unique, 
from  the  "Ship  of  Gold" — the  S.S.  Central 
America — are  now'  available  tor  you  to  own!!! 

We  have  hand  selected  a  variety  of  ingots 
from  the  five  different  assayers  some  of  which  are 
available  immediately  with  others  to  follow  over 
the  ne.xt  few  months.  Photos  are  simply  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  assayers.  A  photo  of  specific  in¬ 
gots  currently  for  sale  can  be  provided  on  request; 


Marysville:  OiJy  a  few  of  these  ingots  remain. 
Given  his  first  pick  from  the  treasure  (a  “tlrank 
you"  for  his  work  on  the  book),  Dave  selected  for 
purchase  an  ingot  of  this  partnership. 


•  Justh  &:  Hunter.  San  Francisco  and 
Marysville:  Rather  scarce  in  the  selection  of 
ingots.  As  Dave's  great  new  book  will  detail, 
Emil  Justh  was  once  a  well-known  lithogra¬ 
pher  in  San  Francisco,  but  we  are  all  fortunate 
that  he  soon  turned  his  talents  to  assaying! 


*  Henry  Hentsch,  San  Francisco: 
Hentsch  was  one  ot  the  great  entrepreneurs 
of  the  city.  A  first-rate  assayer  who  created 
very  beautiful  ingots,  he  w'as  also  involved  in 
real  estate  and  other  interesting  ventures. 


•  Kellogg  &  Humbert,  San  Francisco:  The 
most  numismatically  famous  partnership,  as 
both  Kellogg  and  Humbert  were  well  known 
producers  of  coins. 


Harris,  Marchand  A’  Co.,  Sacramento  and 


•  Blake  A  Co.,  Sacramento:  Rounding  out 
‘'the  list'drfive'a'ssayefs  IS  Gorham  Blake "^s  assay 
office,  of  high  repute. 

Prices  range  from  the  high  S20,000s 
through  over  SlOO, ()()()  or  even  higher  (if you 
want  a  “brick").  Most  are  priced  in  the 
530,001)  to  SlOO.OOl)  range — a  wide  range 
within  W'hich  there  are  many  purchase  possi¬ 
bilities. 


D.  Klare.  the  best-seUing  popular  book.  Ship  of 
Gold,  by  Gary  Kinder,  and  the  elegant  color-il¬ 
lustrated  America's  Lost  Treasure  by  Tommy 
Thompson,  one  of  the  discoverers  of  the  ship. 

These  publications  will  be  follow'ed  in  200 1 
by  a  masterwork  on  the  Gold  Rush  and  the 
part  that  the  S.S.  Central  .■imerica  played  in  it. 


Interested? 

Give  Gail  Watson  or  Chris  Karstedt  ofBow'ers  and  Merena  Galleries  a  call  at  1-800-222- 
5993  (on  the  East  Coast)  and  "Van  Simmons  of  David  Hall  Rare  Coins  at  1-800-759-7575 
(on  the  West  Coast)  for  details. 

Already,  four  people  have  expressed  interest  m  buying  a  full  set  of  one  from  each  assayer. 
How’ever.  most  inquines  have  been  to  the  effect:  "I  w’ant  a  single  y’le’ijf  ingot  for  my  collec¬ 
tion!"  And,  from  large  to  small,  they  all  are  great! 


by  Q.  David  Bowers,  a  volume  which  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  800  pages  or  more  in  length,  to 
illustrate  all  of  the  ingots  (including  the  one 
you  buy)  discovered,  and  many  of  the  gold 
coins.  The  foreword  is  being  w’ritten  by  Dr. 
Richard  Dory,  numismatic  curator  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

12  Month  Financing  Available  to 
Qualified  Buyers 

1-800-222-5993  (Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries-East  Coast) 

1-800-759-7575  (David  HaU  Rare 
Coins-'West  Coast) 
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San  Francisco 

Now,  for  1}  Siuiiplim;  of  Gold  Rush  history,  o 
htuk^round  to  the  S.S.  Central  Amenca  ^oW; 

The  lure  of  this  precious  yellow  metal  has 
fascinated  mankind  since  antiquity.  Many  voy¬ 
ages  to  the  New  World  and  elsewhere,  by 
Spanish,  Bntish.  and  other  explorers,  were  in 
the  quest  tor  gold.  Wars  have  been  fought, 
kingdoms  have  risen  and  fallen,  and  countries 
have  been  won  and  lost  because  of  gold.  No 
other  substance  has  ever  captured  the  imagina¬ 
tion  and  engendered  fascination  than  has  gold. 

In  January  1848.  California  was  a  quiet 
place.  Several  hundred  people  lived  in  San 
Francisco,  formerly  known  as  Yerba  Buena, 
where  the  main  commercial  activiU'  was  the 
trading  of  hides  and  tallow.  This  commerce,  of 
which  Richard  Henry  Dana,  Jr.,  wrote  con¬ 
cerning  his  1835  visit  in  Two  Years  Before  the 
Mast,  brought  occasional  ships  from  Boston 
and  elsewhere  to  the  western  coast. 

In  addition,  trade  was  conducted  with  the 
Sandwich  Islands  (Hawaii),  Chile.  Peru,  and 
elsewhere.  By  January  1848  the  War  with 
Mexico  had  not  yet  been  settled,  but  Califor¬ 
nia  had  been  conquered  by  the  American 
forces  under  the  Pacific  Squadron.  At  one  time 
there.,  was  a  contretemp-s  between  J.C. 
Fremont,  the  famous  overland  explorer,  who 
felt  that  he  was  representing  the  interest  of  the 
government  m  the  management  ot  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  territory',  and  the  commodore  of  the  Pa¬ 
cific  squadron,  who  felt  that  he  was  in  charge. 
Fremont  lost,  Fremont  remained  well  known 
in  the  state,  was  one  of  tw'o  of  the  first  senators 
elected  following  statehood  (1850).  and  in 
1856  became  the  Republican  Part\''s  first  can¬ 
didate  for  president  (but  did  not  win). 

Sutter’s  MilJ 

At  New  Helvetia  (New  Switzerland),  Cap- 
tain  John  A.  Sutter,  a  Swiss  who  had  come  to 
California  in  1 839,  managed  a  fiefdom  of  tens  ot 
thousands  of  acres  centered  around  what  was 
known  as  Sutter's  Fort.  Within  an  adobe  wall 
enclosure  were  shops,  residences,  and  other  fa¬ 
cilities.  Some  slfips’  cannons  guarded  the  walls, 
and  at  night  a  hea\y  gate  could  be  closed.  The 
area  was  very'  popular  and  served  as  a  regional 
counterpoint  for  celebrations,  gatherings,  and 
the  exchange  of  news  and  infonnation. 

Coins  in  circulation  consisted  mainly  of 
Spanish-American  pieces,  reflective  of  the  long 
heritage  of  the  district  under  Spain,  then  Mexico 
when  the  latter  acquired  its  independence 
(1821).  Golden  onzas  (doubloons  valued  at  S 1 6) , 

_silv.er  ‘-fiollar-s,”  and  -other  piece-s-were  seen- in . 

trade,  along  with  a  handful  of  issues  from  other 
countries  including  the  United  States.  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  the  Gennan  States. 

Seeking  to  provide  a  source  for  lumber, 
which  was  fairly  scarce  in  Cahfomia  at  the  time. 
Captain  Sutter  enlisted  James  Marshall  and  sev¬ 
eral  others  to  explore  sites  for  a  sawmill  along 
the  American  lUver,  a  fast-flowing  stream 
about  fifty  miles  on  horseback  from  the  fort.  At 
the  same  time  a  gristmill  was  being  planned  for 
the  grinding  of  flour,  tins  in  another  location. 

After  some  consideration,  a  spot  was  se¬ 
lected  at  Coloma,  and  erection  of  the  sawmill 
began — a  structure  made  of  logs  and  employ¬ 
ing  a  water  wheel  to  operate  an  oscillating 
vertical  saw.  As  the  structure  neared  comple¬ 
tion,  Marshall  and  his  associates  sought  to 
deepen  the  channel  or  race,  which  diverted 
water  from  the  river  and  drove  the  mill 
wheel.  To  do  this  they  dammed  the  top  of  the 
race,  then  opened  it  at  night  and  let  the  water 
rush  through  to  sweep  out  small  rocks  and 
gravel. 

Eureka! 

What  happened  next  is  subject  to  several 
versions,  but  in  essence.  Marshall  was  looking 
at  the  water  running  through  the  tail  race  on 


the  morning  ofjanuary'  24.  1848,  when  he  saw 
a  little  golden  sparkle,  a  gleaming  glint.  He 
reached  down,  and  extracted  a  small  flake.  It 
looked  like  gold! 

But  was  it?  There  were  a  number  of  things 
that  looked  like  gold,  such  as  pyrite  or  fool’s 
gold.  Taking  two  rocks,  he  hit  one  against  the 
other  with  the  flake  betw'een,  and  it  flattened, 
and  did  not  break,  a  good  sign.  Marshall  be¬ 
lieved  that  he  had  made  an  important  discov¬ 
ery.  but  still  was  not  sure.  Other  workers, 
mostly  Momions  who  had  been  in  the  area  as 
part  of  a  battalion  during  the  War  with 
Mexico,  but  were  now  heading  to  Salt  Lake 
City',  looked  around  the  race  also,  and  addi¬ 
tional  grains  and  flakes  were  found. 

Soon  thereafter.  Marshall  traveled  back  to 
the  fort  and  asked  for  a  private  audience  with 
Captain  Sutter,  This  was  granted,  the  door  was 
closed,  and  Marshall  displayed  some  samples  of 
the  yellow  substance  he  had  found.  Sutter  took 
from  the  shelf  a  volume  from  an  encyclopedia 
and  performed  several  tests,  including  weigh¬ 
ing  and  subjecting  the  metal  to  acid.  It  most 
certainly  was  gold!  As  historian  Hubert  H. 
Bancroft  would  later  write.  “The  mighty  se¬ 
cret  of  the  Sierras  stood  revealed!” 

“Eureka!”  or.  “I  have  found  it,”  became  the 
word  of  the  day  and,  in  1849,  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  as  the  state  motto. 

News  Spreads! 

Seeking  to  have  his  sawmill  completed, 
Sutter  swore  the  workers  to  secrecy  and  asked 
them  to  not  mention  the  matter  for  six  weeks. 
However,  the  excitement  of  gold  could  not  be 
contained,  one  person  told  another,  and 
'  within  a  few  weeks  several  dozen  men,  then  a 
few  hundred  by  spring,  were  at  work  up  and 
down  the  American  River. 

„  Rumors  changed  to  facts  as  gold  nuggets,, 
and  flakes  were  displayed.  Soon  just  about  ev¬ 
ery  able-bodied  man  had  left  San  Francisco 
and  headed  for  the  gold  fields.  Even  the  local 
newspaper  was  forced  to  close  down  for  lack  of 
help  and  no  readers! 

As  for  Marshall,  the  man  credited  for  find¬ 
ing  the  first  flake  of  gold  in  the  millrace  on  the 
American  River  at  Coloma.  he  achieved  no 
lasting  wealth,  but  was  widely  recognized  for 
his  accomplishment. 

Before  long,  other  towns  in  Cahfor;iia  in¬ 
cluding  Monterey,  Los  Angeles,  and  San  Di¬ 
ego — all  seaside  communities — were  vacated 
by  gold  seekers,  and  to  the  north  in  the  terri¬ 
tory  settled  by  emigrants  on  the  Oregon  Trail, 
many  gold  seekers  c^ame  frorn  Oregon_City .  _ 

During  autumn  1 848  as  trading  ships  came 
in  from  the  East  (the  “states,”  as  that  area  was 
known),  Hawaii,  and  other  places,  word  of  the 
gold  discovery  reached  the  ears  of  passengers 
and  sailors.  Ships  were  left  derelict  in  the  har¬ 
bor,  and  their  crews  and  passengers  rushed  to 
the  gold  fields.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  har¬ 
bor  was  a  forest  of  masts  of  abandoned  ships. 
One  was  brought  close  to  shore  and  made  into 
a  hotel  (called  the  Niantic).  Another  became 
the  Apollo  Saloon. 

Scattered  accounts  of  the  Cahfomia  discov¬ 
ery  were  published  in  the  East  m  the  autumn, 
but  fantastic  tales  were  not  particularly  unusual 
in  the  newspapers  of  Boston,  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia,  and  there  was  a  certain  degree  ot 
disbelief  by  those  .who  read  them. 

However,  on  December  5.  1848.  disbelief 
changed  to  reality'  when  in  his  annual  message 
to  Congress  President  James  Knox  Polk  stated 
that,  indeed,  gold  had  been  found  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  and  in  large  quantities.  Specimens  were 
sent  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  for  analysis, 
where  the  assayers  found  the  metal  to  be  ot  un¬ 
believable  quality.  The  Gold  Rush  was  on! 

California  Ho!  By  Sea 

Gn  to  Cahfomia!  There  were  several  ways  to 
get  there.  Along  the  East  Coast  groups  and 


“companies”  fomied,  pooled  resources,  bought 
equipment,  and  chartered  saihng  vessels — rang¬ 
ing  from  hulks  that  had  been  ahandoned  along 
the  shore  years  earlier  and  were  now  pressed 
into  service,  to  whalers,  to  coastwise  passenger 
vessels.  In  January  and  Febmary.  dozens  of  sliips 
left  New  York.  Baltimore.  Nantucket,  New 
Bedford.  Boston,  and  other  ports. 

In  the  early  days,  ocean  travel  either  way 
was  difficult.  Facilities  were  crowded  aboard 
ship,  agents  often  sold  more  tickets  than  there 
were  berths  available,  food  was  poor,  and  the 
vessels  were  often  unsafe.  As  passenger  traffic 
increased,  the  accommodations  went  from 
poor  to  miserable  to  positively  wretched,  ex¬ 
cept  for  those  who  paid  a  premium  and  se¬ 
cured  one  of  the  few  first-  or  second-class  cab¬ 
ins  available. 

It  was  not  until  185(1  that  one  could  travel 
from  East  to  West  by  sailing  ship  or  steamer 
and  experience  any  semblance  of  civilized  ac¬ 
commodations.  Even  then,  there  were  many 
unusual,  indeed  frightening  situations  aboard 
ship,  what  with  professional  thieves  and  gam¬ 
blers  often  preying  on  passengers  and  with  the 
travelers  composed  of  people  from  all  walks  of 
life,  from  high  society  to  escaped  convicts  and 
derelicts. 

Many  elected  to  go  to  California  round  the 
tip  of  South  America,  Cape  Horn,  continuing 
in  the  Pacific  to  San  Francisco,  nearly  15.(10(1 
miles,  and  about  five  months  in  travel  if  the 
winds  were  good  and  nothing  unforeseen  oc¬ 
curred.  Others  sailed  to  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  secured  passage  across  the  6(.l  miles  of 
land,  and  then  took  their  chances  on  finding  • 
another  ship  to  take  them  from  Panama  to  San 
Francisco,  a  much  shorter  trip,  but  one  that  in¬ 
volved  the  hazards  of  tropical  disease  and  dan¬ 
ger  in  the  Panama  forests.  On  the  Panama  land 
crossing,  poor  roads  and  greedy  local  porters 
and  other  tradespeople  made  conditions  mis¬ 
erable.  Just  about  everyone  who  kept  a  diary 
later  wrote  accounts  of  the  travails  found  in 
Panama.  Unlike  overland  travelers  who  were 
too  busy  jouncing  around  in  wagons  or  look¬ 
ing  for  food,  the  typical  traveler  by  sea  had  lots 
of  time  to  kill.  Accordingly,  many  journals 
were  written  by  seafarers  often  containing 
widely  varying  accounts  of  the  same  voyage, 
depending  upon  the  class  of  service  used. 

California  Ho!  Overland 

Another  and  the  most  popular  way  to  go  to 
California  was  overland.  During  the  late  win¬ 
ter  and  early  spring  weeks  of  1849,  Argonauts, 
as  travelers  to  California  were  called  whether 
they  went  by  sea  or  land — gathered  along  the 
edge  of  the  plain  at  Independence  and  St.  Jo¬ 
seph,  Missouri,  and 
Council  Bluffs,  in  what 
later  would  become 
Iowa.  The  ways  west 
were  several,  including 
the  long  established 
Santa  Fe  Trail  through 
the  southwest.  How¬ 
ever,  the  most  popular 
way  was  that  used  for 
part  of  the  Oregon  Trail 
earher,  and  now  with  an 
extension,  continuing 
from  the  Missouri  River 
to  Fort  Kearny,  past  the 
__beau  tifuLformatipni  of 
Chimney  Rock  and 
Scott’s  Bluff,  to  Fort 
Laramie,  to  the  natural 
wonder  of  Soda  Springs 
(in  present-day  south¬ 


the  route  taken  and  the  equipment  possessed. 
Happy  adventurers  in  high  spints  fonned 
wagon  trains,  and  singing  O  Susanna  and  other 
rollicking  melodies,  headed  westward,  with 
each  night’s  stop  being  an  occasion  for  festis'i- 
ties  and  celebration  at  least  at  the  start  of  the 
trip.  With  great  expectations,  single  men  as 
well  as  families  heaped  their  wagons  high  with 
provisions,  furniture,  stoves,  and  even  the  oc¬ 
casional  piano  or  hamionium.  Shares  m  travel 
companies  were  issued,  elaborate  rules  of  con¬ 
duct  were  formulated,  charters  and  constitu¬ 
tions  were  wntten.  and  in  many  instances  of¬ 
ficers  were  elected. 

Many  hardships  were  .experienced  by  the 
overland  travelers,  including  the  plague  of 
cholera  which  may  have  earned  off  as  many  as 
three  or  four  thousand  of  the  estimated  forty  to 
fifty  thousand  travelers  that  year.  Accidents, 
other  illnesses,  and  starvation  claimed  hun¬ 
dreds  more.  Nearing  Califoniia.  the  gold  seek¬ 
ers  encountered  the  Humboldt  Sink  and  the 
Forts'-Mile  Desert,  frightfiil  areas  of  alkali-poi¬ 
soned  water,  dust,  and  heat.  Many  animals 
perished.  By  that  time  the  travelers  had  seen 
many  rigors,  including  the  loss  of  wagons  in 
fording  rapid  rivers,  the  breaking  of  wheels  and 
axles  during  passage  through  ravines  such 
Devil’s  Gate,  and  by  other  obstacles.  By  the 
time  the  Foity-Mile  desert  was  traveled,  more 
than  half  of  the  horses,  mules,  and  oxen  had 
died,  and  at  least  half  of  the  wagons  had  been 
lost.  There  were  still  hardships  to  come,  the 
mountainous  Sierras  reaching  thousands  of 
feet  into  the  sky.  with  crossing  over  ravines, 
rocks,  fallen  logs,  and  other  hazards.  Probably 
half  the  remaining  wagons  were  abandoned  or 
broken.  Finally,  the  summit  was  achieved,  and 
the  emigrants,  many  who  were  traveling  on 
foot  with  animals  bearing  packs,  struggled  into 
California,  often  arriving  first  at  Hang  Town 
(later  called  Placerville).  So  few  original  wag¬ 
ons  made  it  to  this  point  that  they  were  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  a  cunosity! 

Arriving  in  California 

By  late  spring  those  who  had  come  by  sea 
and  the  Panama  shortcut  arrived  m  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  which  became  a  “calico  city”  with  tents 
and  improvised  structures.  Many  of  the  trades¬ 
men  and  others  had  returned  to  the  town  from 
the  mines  that  they  had  explored  in  1848.  and 
were  now  settled  into  occupations  such  as  run¬ 
ning  saloons  and  hotels,  selling  merchandise, 
and.  especially,  running  gambhng  emporiums. 

Finding  gold  was  a  speculation,  and  no  doubt 
gold  seekers  had  gambling  in  their  blood — for 
just  about  every  contemporary  account  of  San 
Francisco  of  the  era  concentrates  on  the  faro  and 
monte  tables  with  deal¬ 
ers  of  cards,  and  roulette 
tables  with  spimring 
wheels. 

Emigrants  coming 
to  California  by  land 
or  sea  brought  pans, 
shovels,  containers  for 
gold,  contraptions  for 
processing  gold  with¬ 
out  much  work,  etc. 
but  few  thought  to 
bring  much  in  the  way 
of  money.  Thus,  by 
summer  1 849  there 
were  tens.ofthousatids 
of  newcomers  in  Cali¬ 
fornia.  but  not  enough 
coins  to  go  around. 
Trade  was  conducted 


east  Idaho),  to  Fort  HaU,  continuing  on  toward 
Cahfomia,  through  the  Humboldt  ILiver,  the 
desert,  to  finally  the  Sierra  Mountains,  Some 
took  a  diversion  part  way  along  the  route  and 
went  to  Salt  Lake  City,  which  had  been  estab¬ 
lished  bv  the  Mormons  in  1 847-1848  and  was 
largely  a  citv  of  tents  and  small  wood  struc¬ 
tures,  with  the  Tabernacle  still  under  con¬ 
struction. 

The  overland  tnp  by  ox-drawn  wagon  took 
about  five  months  in  the  early  days  of  the  Gold 
Rush.  The  .ictual  time  vaned  depending  upon 


in  gold  dust,  sometimes  by  the  “pinch.”  Al¬ 
though  absolutely  pure  gold  was  worth  S2( ).67 
at  the  distant  Mint  m  Philadelphia,  gold  taken 
from  the  stream  beds  and  hills  of  California 
contained  silver  as  a  natural  "impurity”  and 
other  substances,  and  was  never  completely 
pure.  Gold  of  fairly  good  quality  traded  m 
commerce  m  San  Francisco  at  S16  an  ounce, 
conveniently  equal  to  the  trading  value  of  the 
familiar  Spanish  gold  doubloon. 

Gold  Coins  and  Gold  Ingots 

The  shortatte  ot  coins  continued  through- 
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out  1849  and  1850  and  was  filled  in  part  by 
private  ininters,  including  Mottat  ik  Com¬ 
pany  and  F.D.  Kohler,  both  of  whom  made 
rectangular  gold  ingots  or  bars,  stamped  with 
weight  in  ounces,  fineness  or  degree  ot  punn’ 
(e.xpressed  in  thousandths,  such  as  883  would 
mean  883/10()()th  pure),  a  serial  number,  and 
sometimes  the  value  in  gold.  The  stamp  ot 
these  assayers.  and  others  who  would  later  set 
up  business,  was  a  hallmark  of  great  signifi¬ 
cance.  as  ingots  stamped- by  reputable  assay 
offices  would  be  received  in  trade,  exchanged 
in  banking  circles,  and  even  sent  to  foreign 
countries  and  taken  for  the  value  stamped  on 
them. 

Assaying  was  a  verv'  difficult  process,  and 
because  of  this  relatively  few  finns  entered  the 
business.  Not  only  was  a  high  degree  of  scien¬ 
tific  expertise  needed,  but  facilities  were  re¬ 
quired  for  the  melting  and  processing  of  gold 
and  the  storage  of  incoming  gold  as  well  as  in¬ 
gots  and  coins  prepared  for  customers.  More¬ 
over.  to  be  successful  an  assayer  had  to  have  a 
completely  unblemished  reputation,  his  word 
to  be.  literally,  “as  good  as  gold.”  No  wonder 
there  was  not  a  single  assayer  during  the  first 
year  of  the  Gold  Rush,  1848.  and  by  the  end 
of  the  second  year.  1849.  there  were  only 
two.  By  contrast,  throughout  the  state  there 
were  over  a  dozen  banking  and  exchange  of¬ 
fices — much  easier  to  set  up. 

Gold  Rush  Expansion 

In  1850  and  onward,  additional  gold  seekers 
came  to  the  extent  of  tens  of  thousands  each 
year.  Inland  cities  developed,  most  importantly 
Sacramento,  near  Sutter’s  Fort,  which  served  as 
the  district  known  as  the  Northern  mines — in¬ 
cluding  Hangtown  (Placerv'ille).  Marysville. 
Grass  VaOey.  Nevada  City,  and  other  locations. 
The  southern  mines  were  serviced  by  the  town 
of  Stockton  and  compnsed  many  different  min¬ 
ing  camps  and  settlements  in  the  foothiUs.  Both 
Sacramento  and  Stockton  were  connected  to 
San  Francisco  Bay  by  water  routes,  making 
travel  easy  by  sailing  ship,  later  by  steam  sliips  on 
regular  schedules. 

Gold  continued  to  be  found  in  streams  and 
hillsides,  the  recovery  of  which  was  aug¬ 
mented  by  newly  popular  techniques  includ¬ 
ing  diverting  rivers  to  examine  their  beds. 
Hard-rock  mining  exploited  veins  of  gold- 
bearing  quartz.  The  rocks  from  veins  were 
pounded  to  dust  by  steam-  or  water-driven 
iron  stamp  mills. 

Shipment  of  Treasure 

As  gold  poured  forth  from  the  rivers, 
streams  and  hills  of  California,  it  was  shipped 
to  San  Francisco,  and  from  there  to  distant 
points,  most  notably  New  York  City  and  Lon¬ 
don.  Much  of  the  treasure  sent  to  New  York 
was  conveyed  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and 
converted  into  coins.  Additional  amounts  of 
California  gold  were  sent  to  the  branch  mints 
at  New  t^rleans.  Charlotte  (North  Carolina), 
and  Dahlonega  (Georgia). 

Shipments  were  in  gold  ingots,  coins,  and 
sometimes  m  nuggets  and  particles  weighed 
and  packaged.  Tens  of  millions  of  dollars  in 
gold  were  shipped  each  year. 

While  many  vessels  serviced  San  Francisco, 
the  most  popular  route  to  go  from  East  to 
West  was  that  of  the  U.S.  Mail  Steamship 
Company  m  the  Atlantic,  connecting  New 
York  with  Aspinwall.  a  new  port  on  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  coast  of  Panama,  and  ships  of  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Company  connecting  with 
Panama  City  in  the  Pacific,  north  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  These  steamers  settled  to  a  regular 
schedule  which  was  stnctly  departures  and  ar¬ 
rivals  rw'ice  monthly.  In  San  Francisco  these 
times  would  be  known  as  "Steamer  Day.  "  a 
time  of  great  excitement  when  letters  fonn  the 
east,  newspapers,  packages,  and  merchandise 
arrived,  along  with  new  emigrants,  fnends.  and 
others.  Afterward,  long  lines  formed  at  the 
post  office  as  people  picked  up  their  packages 
and  letters.  Other  ships,  including  a  few  sailing 
vessels  and  a  number  of  magnificent  clippers, 
also  went  in  and  out  of  San  Francisco. 

The  return  to  the  East  was  by  the  same 
route,  departing  from  San  Francisco,  now  with 
gold  coins  and  ingots  aboard. 

Mints  in  California 

Beginning  in  1849.  and  continuing  into  the 
early  1851  Is,  several  private  coining  finns  set  up 
business  in  California,  including  the  Moffat  N 
Company,  joined  by  Pacific  Companv.  J.S. 
Onnsby,  Dubosq.  Schultz,  and  others. 

Perhaps  the  first  coiner  was  Norris.  Gregg 
N  Norris,  but  no  records  to  exist  to  confirm 
this.  Wass,  Mcilitor  &  Co.  and  Kellogg  &  Co. 


became  important.  In  1 85 1  Moffat  imple¬ 
mented  a  contract  with  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  and  became  known  as  the  U.S.  Assay 
Office  of  Gold,  with  August  Humbert.  New 
York  City  watchmaker  of  excellent  reputa¬ 
tion.  employed  under  the  title  U.S,  Assayer  of 
Gold.  Beginning  in  1851.  impressive  large 
eight-sided  gold  “slugs."  often  called  ,niobes 
(for  adobe  “bricks"  used  in  construction!), 
were  made  in  quantity,  affording  a  convenient 
way  to  transport  gold  from  place  to  place.  In 
addition,  rectangular  ingots  were  made  for 
larger  transactions  and  e.xports. 

In  1854  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened, 
using  facilities  fonnerly  occupied  by  the  U.S. 
Assay  Office  of  Gold.  During  the  first  year, 
gold  coins  were  struck  there  of  the  S 1 .  S2.5(  i, 
S5.  Sill,  and  S20  denominations.  The  highest 
value  coin,  the  double  eagle,  became  the  de¬ 
nomination  of  choice — as  it  was  the  largest 
regular  federal  piece  issued.  For  a  given 
amount  of  work,  more  gold  could  be  con¬ 
verted  into  double  eagles  than  to  any  other 
coins.  For  years  thereafter,  gold  coins,  each 
bearing  a  distinguishing  “S"  mintmark.  were 
struck  in  large  quantities. 

Golden  double  eagles  were  strictly  utilitar¬ 
ian.  and  after  they  were  placed  into  circulation 
they  soon  became  scattered,  worn,  damaged, 
or  lost.  So  far  as  is  known,  not  a  single  numis¬ 
matist  saved  an  example  of  a  Mint  State  double 
eagle  in  the  185(ls. 

The  Mint  Cabinet  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  which  had  been  set  up  in  June  1838  to 
display  the  nation’s  coinage,  received  one 
striking  of  the  first  double  eagle,  an  1854-S, 


but  did  not  have  such  varieties  as  1855-S. 
1856-S.  or  anything  later — as  amazing  as  this 
may  seem  today.  (The  gem  1857-S  double 
eagles  found  vsith  the  S.S.  Central  America  have 
no  counterpart  m  quality  with  those  of  the 
National  Coin  Collection  in  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  or  any  other  museum  aimvhere.) 

It  took  a  while  for  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
to  become  fully  operational,  and  during  this 
rime,  extending  through  1855.  private  ininters 
still  flourished.  In  the  latter  year,  such  firms  as 
Kellogg  &  Company  and  Wass.  Molitor  N 
Company  were  active  and  produced  mainly 
S2(l  pieces,  although  Wass.  Molitor  made 
some  impressive  S5l )  coins,  and  Kello^  antici¬ 
pated  doing  so  but.  seemingly,  produced  only 
some  patterns  or  representative  examples.  Af¬ 
ter  1855  there  was  no  private  coinage  in  San 
Francisco. 

The  need  for  gold  ingots  continued,  .ind  m 
that  city  several  assayen  held  forth,  wlnle  in  other 
towns  a  few  more  assay  offices  were  active. 

The  Scene  in  1857 

By  1857,  vast  quantities  of  gold  were  still 
pouring  forth  from  the  Sierra  Nevadas.  The 
state  was  dynamic  and  vibrant,  with  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  gold  still  prevailing,  but  with  the  trap¬ 
pings  of  civilization  and  luxurv'  firmly  in 
place — ranging  from  elegant  hotels,  saloons, 
and  the  inevitable  gambling  halls,  to  fine 
stores,  shops,  and  restaurants. 

The  scene  was  one  of  contrast — camps  in 
the  hills  vv'here  miners  still  sought  gold  and 
companies  operated  by  steam  or  water  large 
stamping  mills  to  extract  gold.  In  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  “high  society"  enjoyed  balls  and  con¬ 
certs  and  savored  the  menus  of  restaurants  that 
would  hav’e  been  a  credit  to  Paris. 

California  continued  to  arouse  much  curi¬ 
osity  in  the  East,  many  books  describing  the 
life  of  miners,  the  finding  of  gold,  and  the  ex¬ 
citement  of  San  Francisco — including  the  fa¬ 
mous  Vigilante  Committee — enjoyed  wide 
readership.  Popular  lithographs  showed  view’s 
of  California  towns  and  scenes  of  mining. 
Songs  such  as  O  Sti<aniia.  Sweet  Betsy  From 


Pike,  and,  eventually.  Darling  Clementine  re¬ 
flected  the  spirit  of  the  era. 

Gold  Treasure  Shipped  to  the  East 

On  August  211,  1857.  several  hundred  pas¬ 
sengers  boarded  the  S.S.  Sonora,  of  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Line,  and  left  San  Francisco 
headed  south  tovv’ard  Panama  City.  Aboard  was 
over  S 1 .6  milhon  dollars  in  gold — thousands  of 
freshly  minted  1857-S  double  eagles,  some  ear¬ 
lier  S2(  I  cisins  as  well,  ingots,  and  gold  in  other 
fonns.  Some  of  the  double  eagles  were  stacked 
in  long  row's  or  columns  and  nestled  in  wooden 
bo.xes,  put  under  care  of  the  purser.  Elsewhere 
around  the  ship,  passengers  had  their  ow'n  trea¬ 
sure — purses  and  boxes  reflecting  their  success 
in  the  land  of  gold,  the  new  El  Dorado. 

All  went  w’ell,  and  in  due  course  the  S.S. 
Sonora  landed  at  Panama  City,  and  the  passen¬ 
gers  disembarked.  The  treasure  was  handled 
separately  and  was  put  aboard  a  special  baggage 
car  on  the  Panama  Railroad,  a  48-mile  line 
that  had  been  completed  in  1855,  and  since 
then  had  facilitated  the  crossing  of  the  isthmus 
in  about  three  or  four  hours — quite  a  change 
of  paddling  and  tramping  through  the  danger 
filled  jungles  of  earlier  years,  when  it  took  sev’- 
eral  days  to  cross. 

Soon,  the  train  arrived  in  Aspinwall,  the 
passengers  alighted,  and  the  treasure  was  care¬ 
fully  transported  to  storage. 

The  S.S.  Central  America  Heads 
for  New  York 

The  next  leg  of  the  trip  was  aboard  the  side 
wheel  steamer  S.S.  Central  America,  earlier 


known  as  the  S.S.  George  Law,  now  on  its 
forty-fourth  voyage  for  the  Atlantic  Mail 
Steamship  Company. 

Operating  under  federal  mail  contract,  the 
steamers  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific  had 
United  States  Navv’  captains  at  the  helm,  men 
of  proven  reputation  and  experience.  Capt. 
William  Henidon.  famous  in  the  naval  service 
including  for  his  explorations  of  the  Amazon 
River  earlier  in  the  decade,  commanded  the 
Central  America. 

In  time,  in  early  September  1857,  the  gold 
treasure  was  carefully  packed  aboard,  passen¬ 
gers  found  their  cabins  and  berths,  and  all  were 
ready  for  the  pleasant  v’oyage  to  New  York 
City.  The  time  of  year  was  ideal  for  travel. 

The  steam  pressure  was  raised  in  the  boil¬ 
ers,  the  paddle  wheels  started  turning,  and  the 
S.S.  Central  America  headed  out  to  sea — trav¬ 
eling  at  about  ten  miles  per  hour  under  sunny 
skies. 

A  few  days  later,  on  September  7,  1857,  the 
ship  docked  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  usually  a 
popular  stop  for  buying  souvenirs  and  e.xplor- 
ing  the  sights  of  the  town.  However,  a  fever 
epidemic  was  raging  in  September,  and  most 
passengers  Wayed  aboard  while  some  transfer 
was  made  of  provisions.  Some  new  ticket- 
holders  boarded,  but  unfortunately.  Mr.  J.C. 
Lenea  did  not  pack  his  baggage  m  his  hotel 
room  in  time,  and  missed  the  departure  of  the 
Central  America  early  on  the  morning  of  Sep¬ 
tember  8.  1857.  Oh.  well.  It  was  v’eiy  incon¬ 
venient,  he  must  have  thought,  but  there 
would  be  another  ship  along  later. 

The  trip  continued  to  be  pleasant,  with 
sunny  skies  overhead,  puffv’  clouds  here  and 
there,  and  smooth  seas.  Passengers  enjoyed  their 
surroundings — ^w’atching  the  ocean  to  each  side 
of  the  ship,  or  enjoying  the  main  lounge  or  sa¬ 
loon.  where  it  was  popular  to  play  cards,  chess, 
checkers,  or  backgammon,  to  read,  and  to  oth¬ 
erwise  pass  the  rime  away.  SriU  other  passengers 
enjoyed  walking  around  the  deck  or  sitting  on 
it.  Food  was  served  at  inten’als,  and  those  in  first 
class  cabins  could  partake  of  wine  and  Epicu¬ 
rean  delicacies.  A  spirit  of  happiness  prev’ailed. 


as  many  had  been  away  from  the  east  for  a  long 
rime  and  vv’ere  eager  to  return. 

Onward  through  the  Atlantic 

In  those  days,  weather  forecasting  was  not 
scientific.  Little  was  known  about  tropical 
storms,  their  frequency,  and  how  to  predict 
them,  although  periodically  hurricanes  ravaged 
that  area  of  the  Atlantic,  and  their  danger  was 
well  known.  However,  how  to  distinguish 
betvt'een  a  gale  or  small  stonn  and  a  major  hur¬ 
ricane  was  simply  a  guess.  Few  people  knew 
the  histoty’  of  the  area,  including  in  the  years 
1715  and  1733  when  a  devastating  hurricane 
sent  virtually  entire  Spanish  fleets  of  galleons  to 
the  bottom  of  the  sea  off  the  coast  of  Florida. 

At  5:3(1  A.M.  on  Wednesday.  September  9. 
the  ship’s  second  officer  noted  that  the  ship 
had  gone  286  nautical  miles  in  the  preceding 
26-1/2  hours,  and  that  there  was  a  fresh  breeze 
kicking  up  swells.  Perhaps  a  stonn  was  com¬ 
ing.  In  any  event,  there  was  no  alarm.  This  was 
a  large  ship,  well  equipped,  and  with  an  expe¬ 
rienced  crew  capable  of  handling  any  storm. 
Meanwhile,  the  ship  plowed  onward  toward 
New  York. 

■Wind  and  'Waves 

As  the  hours  passed,  the  breeze  intensified 
to  a  strong  wind,  finally  reaching  gale  force. 
The  5.5.  Central  America  was  tossed  about  in 
the  waves,  but  continued  on  her  course.  The 
discomfort  would  soon  be  over,  as  stomas  usu¬ 
ally  passed  quickly,  although  this  one  seemed 
a  bit  rougher  than  usual.  In  the  meantime,  card 
games,  reading,  and  other  amusements  in  the 
finely  appointed  parlors  came  to  an  end.  Many 
seasick  passengers  huddled  in  their  cabins  that 
afternoon,  continuing  into  the  night,  waiting 
for  the  wind  to  subside  and  looking  forward  to 
a  bright  morning.  Squalls  and  gales  sometimes 
sprang  up  along  the  Florida  coast  and  were 
usually  just  a  passing  inconvenience. 

The  expected  calm  did  not  come.  By  day¬ 
break  on  Thursday,  conditions  had  worsened, 
wind  was  screaming  through  tattered  sails  and 
rigging,  passengers  remained  below  deck,  and 
the  5.5.  Central  America  was  in  the  middle  of  a 
raging  hurricane.  Throughout  the  day  the  fury' 
of  the  stonn  and  wind-whipped  waves  in¬ 
creased.  but  the  sliip  remained  watertight  and 
the  engines  functioned  properly. 

Onward  to  New  York!  Certainly,  the 
stonn  would  end  soon. 

Instead  of  subsiding  as  hoped,  the  fury  of 
the  storm  continued  to  increase.  High  winds 
and  waves  wracked  the  ship,  and  it  was  all  the 
captain  could  do  to  keep  the  bow  headed  into 
the  waves.  This  was  an  important  precaution 
to  observe.  Some  years  earlier  Sir  Charles  LyeU 
had  written  in  his  book,  H  Second  I  'isit  to  the 
United  States,  of  his  terror  aboard  the  Britannia, 
a  1 .21 II  i-ton  steamer  of  the  Cunard  Line,  when 
it  was  caught  in  a  hurricane  in  the  North  At¬ 
lantic  on  September  14,  1845.  Control  of  the 
ship  was  maintained,  and  the  Britannia  rode 
out  the  waves. 

Besides,  now  in  1857  didn’t  the  Central 
America,  well  financed  and  with  great  experi¬ 
ence  on  the  route,  have  the  best  crew  that 
money  could  hire?  So  it  was  thought. 

Helpless  at  Sea 

On  Friday  morning.  September  1 1 .  the 
crew  was  still  in  control,  but  the  steamer  had 
begun  to  take  on  water  through  the  drive  shaft, 
some  broken  or  open  lights  (windows  to  illu¬ 
minate  the  below-deck  areas),  and  elsewhere. 
The  ship  was  tossing  violently,  making  it  vir¬ 
tually  impossible  to  feed  coal  into  the  boilers. 

Meanwhile  the  rising  water  reached  steam 
pipes  and  became  hot.  Conditions  in  the  en¬ 
gine  room  worsened.  The  crew  down  below 
either  did  their  best,  or  they  were  woefully  un¬ 
concerned  and  neglectful  (depending  upon 
which  later  accounts  are  read).  In  any  event, 
water  was  sloshing  around  and  the  boilers  and 
engines  could  not  be  tended  properly.  By  any 
reckoning  it  was  a  tough  situation. 

At  1 1  A.M.  Captain  Henidon  told  the  pas¬ 
sengers  that  the  ship  was  in  danger  and  enlisted 
the  aid  of  all  men  to  bail  water  with  a  bucket 
brigade.  At  one  point  the  ship  listed  sharply  to 
the  starboard  (right  side),  and  the  captain  or¬ 
dered  all  passengers  to  go  to  the  port  side  for 
balance. 

By  1 :( K I  in  the  afternoon  the  rising  water  in 
the  hold  had  quenched  the  boiler  fires,  and  the 
ship’s  immense  paddlewheels  came  to  a  halt. 
The  5.5.  Central  America  was  at  the  mercy  of 
the  sea. 

All  auxiliary'  steam  engine  operated  a  pump 
until  the  early  evening  when  it  also  failed. 
From  several  accounts  it  seems  that  George  E. 
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Ashby,  the  chief  engineer,  made  little  serious 
attempt  to  keep  the  engines  running.  A  cow¬ 
ardly  man,  he  intimidated  many  others  aboard, 
and  placed  his  personal  safety  above  all  else. 
Passenger  Thomas  W.  Badger,  himself  a  cap¬ 
tain  and  certainly  in  a  position  to  be  a  qualified 
observer,  recalled  that  Captain  Herndon  had 
called  out,  “For  God’s  sake,  Mr.  Ashby,  don't 
wait  until  the  ship  is  full  of  water.  Start  the 
men  to  work  bailing  now.” 

Keeping  the  engines  running  so  as  to  main¬ 
tain  control  of  the  vessel  was  considered  to  be 
the  first  order  of  seamanship  when  running  in 
high  waves. 


Disaster 

By  mid-aftemoon,  the  lower  deck  and  many 
cabins  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  were  unin¬ 
habitable,  food  service  had  been  suspended,  and 
passengers  scavenged  to  eat  crackers  and  dnnk 
water  or  wine.  A  small  spanker  sail  was  ri^ed  in 
an  attempt  to  keep  the  ship  headed  into  the 
wind,  for  if  it  was  broadside  to  the  waves  it 
risked  being  swamped.  However,  it  and  all 
other  canvas  sails  were  soon  ripped  to  shreds. 

After  a  tumultuous  wind  and  wave- 
w’hipped  night,  the  powerless  Central  America 
wallowed  helplessly  in  a  raging  sea  on  Saturday 
morning,  September  12,  18.S7.  Decks  were 
awash.  This  was  disaster  experienced  first¬ 
hand,  not  an  ordinarv'  tropical  storm,  and  pas¬ 
sengers  and  crew  alike  feared  for  their  lives. 

Capt.  Herndon  ordered  the  American  flag 
to  be  flown  upside-down  as  a  distress  signal. 
The  Atlantic  coistal  route  was  well  traveled, 
and  surely  it  would  be  a  short  time  until  other 
ships  came  along. 

Before  8:00  A.M.  the  ship  listed  sharply  on 
Its  side,  and  many  portholes,  some  broken, 
were  now  under  water.  Captain  Herndon 
once  again  announced  that  if  the  ship  could  be 
kept  afloat  for  a  few  more  hours,  surely  help 
would  come  from  other  ships  plying  the  same 
route.  He  reminded  passengers  that  another 
steamship,  the  ill-fated  S.S.  San  Francisco,  had 
remained  afloat  for  over  1  1  days  after  being 
disabled,  and  this  m  bitter  cold  weather. 

Hope 

Good  news  finally  arrived.  By  1(.):0()  A.M. 
the  hurricane  showed  signs  of  abating.  The 
worst  was  over. 

However,  bad  news  took  precedence. 
Seemingly,  too  much  damage  had  already  been 
done  to  save  the  ship. 

Water  continued  to  fill  what  air  spaces  re¬ 
mained  in  the  cabins  and  compartments  in  the 
wooden  hull,  and  it  seemed  inevitable  that  the 
S.S.  Central  America  had  but  a  short  time  left. 
Still,  the  bucket  brigade  struggled  against  the 
tide,  and  by  the  use  of  hoists  and  barrels  re¬ 
cently  emptied  of  ice-packed  pork,  the  men 
remaining  on  the  line  were  able  to  purge  the 
ship  of  about  400  gallons  per  minute.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  this  was  not  enough  to  make  a  difier- 
ence.  Distress  flares  and  rockets  were 
launched. 


Abandon  Ship! 

At  about  l:i)(l  P.M.  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
the  sail  of  the  brig  .\larine  was  seen  on  the  ho- 
nzon.  This  stonn-damaged  vessel,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Hiram  Burt  and  Pi  crew 
members,  drew  closer.  Aboard  the  sinking 
S.S.  Central  America  Captain  Herndon  ordered 
women  and  children  on  deck,  preparatory  to 
boarding  lifeboats.  Ladies  left  behind  unneces¬ 
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sary  baggage.  Some,  “as  if  to  illustrate  how 
little  value  was  the  gold,  brought  out  bags  (not 
entrusted  to  the  purser)  and  scattered  it  on  the 
floor,  asking  all  who  wanted  money  to  help 
themselves.”  A  few  ladies  picked  up  pieces, 
but  none  took  more  than  two  S20  coins,  his¬ 
torian  Normand  Klare  wrote. 

Meanwhile,  a  carpetbag  filled  with  816,500 
in  S20  gold  pieces  was  too  heavy  to  remove 
from  a  cabin,  and  Mrs.  Jane  Badger,  who  had 
packed  it  by  emptying  the  coins  from  a  trunk, 
left  the  golden  array  behind.  Later,  her  husband. 
Capt.  Thomas  W.  Badger,  dumped  the  ghtter- 
ing  coins  from  the  bag  onto  the  floor  of  the 
captain's  stateroom.  Several  other  men  spread 
their  coins  about,  amounting  to  an  estimated 
sev’eral  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth.  Two 
ladies  threw'  a  further  810.000  worth  of  820 
gold  pieces  on  the  floor,  but  no  one  cared. 

The  first  lifeboat  leaving  the  S.S.  Central 
America  was  smashed,  and  other  difficulties  were 
e.xperienced  as  women  and  children  climbed 
into  the  small  boats.  Some  were  lowered  in 
hastily  fashioned  rope  loops  or  nooses  in  which 
they  sat,  but  most  jumped  from  the  Central 
America  into  the  boats  below.  Some  missed  the 
taiget  and  landed  in  the  sea,  and  were  fished  out 


coins  and  ingots  remained  intact. 

At  final  reckoning  of  the  S.S.  Central 
America  disaster,  about  425  souls  were  lost. 
Only  153  w'ere  saved. 

News  of  the  Tragedy 

For  many  weeks  accounts  of  the  disaster 
were  carried  in  newspapers  as  passengers  were 
rescued  and  brought  to  various  ports.  Consid¬ 
erable  blame  was  placed  upon  the  engine- 
room  crew,  and  it  was  asserted  that  had  they 
been  properly  attentive  to  their  duties,  the  ship 
would  have  maintained  power,  continued  its 
forward  progress  with  its  bow  headed  into  the 
waves  rather  than  wallowing  in  troughs,  and 
the  disaster  would  not  have  happened.  A  few 
other  accounts  suggested  that  the  ship’s  own- 
ets  were  derelict  in  their  management  of  the 
line.  Several  articles  in  Harper’s  Weekly  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  October  related  that  the  vessel  was 
in  very  poor  condition  and  suggested  that  the 
owners  should  go  on  trial  for  murder.  Others 
raised  a  similar  cry. 

In  time,  the  September  1857  lost  treasure 
ship  and  its  passengers  were  largely  forgotten. 
Indeed,  even  authoritative  almanacs  and  an¬ 
thologies  of  disasters  and  shipwrecks  often 
omitted  mention  of  it  despite  it  being  the 
greatest  American  peacetime  maritime  disaster 
up  to  that  point.  Perhaps  the  news  of  the  sla¬ 
very  question  and  the  ensuing  Civil  War  ob¬ 
scured  many  memories.  Consequently,  few 
aficionados  of  the  “trivia”  games  and  quizzes 
so  popular  a  century  later  would  have  heard  of 
the  ill-fated  Central  America,  although  the  stor\' 
of  the  Titanic  disaster  was  known  even  to 
grade-school  children. 


by  those  already  in  the  little  vessels. 

In  the  coimng  hours  the  stonn-dam- 
aged  brig  Marine  took  dozens  aboard.  Fi¬ 
nally,  men  were  allowed  into  the  lifeboats, 
and  a  few  went  over  to  the  Marine  includ¬ 
ing  some  of  the  crew  of  the  S.S.  Centra!  “ 
America,  an  action  that  caused  many  unfa¬ 
vorable  conunents  in  later  investigations,  as  pas- 
.sengers  expected  that  crew  members  would  re- 
iTiain  in  the  rescue  boats  to  shuttle  regular  passen¬ 
gers  to  safety.  They  were  wTong. 

Meanwhile,  many  incidents  continued 
aboard  the  stricken  steamer  including  threats 
and  fights  among  the  remaining  passengers, 
drunkenness  of  several,  and  numerous  injuries 
from  falling  or  being  hit  with  stonn-tossed 
wreckage.  In  nine  shuttle  trips  109  passengers 
were  saved.  The  Marine  eventually  drifted  sev¬ 
eral  miles  away  and  could  no  longer  render  aid. 

The  Central  America  continued  to  fill  with 
water.  By  now,  all  bailing  efforts  had  ceased, 
and  most  of  the  ship  was  inundated.  Pounding 
waves  broke  up  cabin  walls  and  floors  artd  tore 
away  sails,  spars,  and  equipment.  Some  of  the 
men  ripped  planks  and  railings  off  the  ship  to 
make  crude  rafts,  while  others  found  single 
boards.  At  about  7:50  in  the  evening.  Captain 
Herndon  ordered  rockets  to  be  fired  down¬ 
ward  to  signal  that  the  ship  was  sinking,  mean¬ 
while  bravely  trying  to  reassure  the  438  men 
remaining  on  board  that  other  rescue  vessels 
were  bound  to  come  along. 

The  Last  Moments  of  the 
S.S.  Central  America 

A  few  minutes  past  8:n( )  a  tremendous  wave 
hit  the  S.S.  Central  America.  She  shuddered, 
timbers  broke,  and  with  hundreds  of  men 
huddled  at  the  front  of  the  ship  and  Captain 
Herndon  on  the  starboard  paddle-box,  she 
slipped  at  a  sharp  angle  beneath  the  w'aves. 
Many  including  Herndon  went  down  with  the 
ship,  while  others  clung  to  wreckage  or 
bobbed  about  in  hollow  tin  or  cork-filled  life 
preser\-ers.  As  passengers  were  drowning  or 
clinging  to  flotsam,  George  Ashby  and  certain 
of  his  fellow  crewmen  were  being  comforted 
aboard  the  Marine. 

Soon  thereafter  the  Central  America  came  to 
rest  111  the  darkness  7.2<  H  i  feet  below  the  surface, 
.ibout  160  miles  otfsliore  of  Charleston.  South 
Carolina.  Passenger  gold  was  scattered  here  and 
there  around  tlie  ship's  hulk  and  the  surround¬ 
ing  sea  bottom.  In  tlie  hold,  still  stored  in  the 
wooden  boxes  that  had  been  carried  along  the 
Pacific  Coast  by  die  Sonora,  followed  by  a  tnp 
on  the  Panama  Railroad,  the  treasure  of  gold 


Finding  the  S.S.  Central  America 

The  scene  changes  to  decades  later  in  the 
1980s: 

Thomas  G.  (“Tommy”)  Thompson  of  the 
Battelle  Memorial  Institute,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
w'as  a  student  of  shipwrecks,  and  in  1 980  he 
began  directing  his  efforts  toward  the  long-for- 
gotten  5.S.  Central  America. 

In  1985  a  group  of  explorers  and  investors 
headed  by  Thompson  and  two  associates, 
Robert  Evans  and  Barry  Schatz.  formed  the 
Columbus-America  Discovery  Group  m 
Ohio.  A  ship,  the  Arctic  Discoverer,  was  outfit¬ 
ted  with  electronic  gear  and  other  devices  for 
exploration,  old  charts  and  accounts  were 
smdied,  and  a  search  commenced.  The  Nemo, 
a  remote-controlled  mini-submarine,  was 
constructed  and  was  equipped  with  sophisti¬ 
cated  instrumentation,  lights,  cameras,  and  a 
grappling  device.  Of  particular  note  was  a 
mechanism  which  could  dispense  a  chemical 
substance  at  the  undersea  wreck  site.  This  liq¬ 
uid  could  surround  coins  and  other  objects, 
harden,  and  then  be  retrieved  as  a  solid  mass 
without  hanning  the  items  encased.  Later,  the 
hardened  casing  could  be  dissolved,  and  any 
encased  treasures  would  be  intact. 

In  September  1 986  success  was  theirs,  and  a 
hulk  believed  to  be  the  .S.S.  Central  America  was 
discovered  in  her  waters' grave.  Onjuly  8,  1987, 
a  lump  of  anthracite  coal  from  the  vessel  was 
broLiglit  to  the  surface  and  airlifted  to  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  where  it  served  as  sufficient  evidence  to 
pennitjudge  Ricliard  B.  KeUain  to  declare  that 
Tlioinpson's  group  had.  indeed,  found  a  poten- 
nally  v’aluable  ship  and  were  entitled  to  legal  pro¬ 
tection  from  other  vv'ould-be  salvagers. 

As  noted  earlier  in  our  introductionio  the 
present  catalogue,  in  time  her  identitv’  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  recovery  of  the  ship's  bell  which 
was  marked  "MtiRGAN  IRON  WCiRKS 
NEW  YORK  1853”  by  the  ship's  manufac¬ 
turer.  Much  of  the  wood  part  of  the  steamer 
had  rotted  aw'ay  and  metal  components  had 
nisted.  Howev'er.  a  video  camera  image  re¬ 
vealed  that  one  of  the  large  side  paddle-wheel 
cov'ers  was  largely  intact.  A  subsequent  dive  oi 
the  Nemo  proved  to  be  wondrous:  visible 
through  the  cameras  was  a  ventable  sea-bottom 
carpet  of  glittenng  S2l  l  .iiid  S5( )  gold  pieces  and 


other  coins!  Keeping  the  coins  company  were 
starfish  and  other  deep-sea  fauna. 

The  water  at  the  7,200-foot  lev'el  is  about  37° 
Fahrenheit.  This  coldness  plus  the  great  pres¬ 
sure  combined  to  preserve  the  gold  coins  in  far 
above  average  condition,  free  of  the  “seawater 
etching”  so  often  seen  on  salvaged  pieces. 

“America’s  Lost.Treasure” 

The  scene  changes  to  decades  later.  Follow¬ 
ing  court  decisioiij,  planning  was  done  to  bring 
the  long-lost  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central  America 
to  market.  The  Columbus-America  Discovery 
Group  perfected  an  arrangement  with  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Gold  Marketing  Group,  headed  by 
Dwight  Manley,  to  acquire  its  holdings. 

Principals  of  the  group  sought  to  distribute 
the  Items  in  a  manner  which  would  insure 
their  appreciation.  A  program  was  created 
whereby  some  coins  available  in  multiples 
w’ould  be  sold  outright.  General  availability  of 
the  gold  ingots  was  set  for  the  year  20(11 — and, 
nght  now.  we  are  there! 

National  Treasure 

Most  national  or  international  treasures 
cannot  be  owned.  There  is  only  one  Star 
Spangled  Banner,  and  it  is  in  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.  There  is  only  one  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  it  is  in  the  National  Ar¬ 
chives.  The  unique  Mona  Lisa  is  in  the  Louvre. 

'Wliile  many  historical  artifacts,  accessories, 
ship  components,  and  other  items  recovered 
from  the  S.S.  Central  America  are  being  pre¬ 
served  for  study  by  institutions  and  others, 
there  were  enough  coins  that  this,  truly,  be¬ 
came  a  national  treasure  that  could  be  shared. 

Thus,  coins  of  a  quality  that  had  rarely  been 
seen  before,  and  would  have  been  unavailable 
generally  at  any  cost  are  being  offered  to  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  worldwide  audience  of  museums, 
historians,  and  collectors.  Special  presentations 
have  been  made  to  give  selected  examples  to 
the  American  Numismatic  Association,  the 
California  Historical  Society,  and  other  muse¬ 
ums.  Regarding  the  gold  ingots — each  is  abso¬ 
lutely  unique  m  tenns  of  its  individual  weight, 
fineness,  appearance,  and  other  aspects.  Your 
ingot  will  be  one-of-a-kind! 

Bob  Evans  created  a  special  program  that 
was  presented  at  the  ANA  Convention  to  a 
standing-room-only  audience  and  has  been  on 
all  major  television  networks  to  tell  of  how  he. 
Tommy  Thompson,  and  the  others  turned 
their  treasure-seeking  dream  into  golden  real¬ 
ity.  Most  recently.  Bob  delighted  an  enthusi¬ 
astic  audience  at  the  California  Historical  So¬ 
ciety,  San  Francisco,  on  the  evening  ofjanuarv' 

1 1  th  (we  were  there — and  the  annosphere  was 
electric!). 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  numismatics 
has  there  been  such  an  opportunity,  and  never 
again  will  such  an  opportunity  occur.  By  con¬ 
tacting  us  today  for  infonnation  about  gold  in¬ 
gots — while  they  last — you  will  be  a  part  of 
history  as  it  is  being  made — and  wall  be  able  to 
personally  own  a  part  of  America's  Lost  Trea¬ 
sure,  an  ingot  from  the  Ship  of  Gold. 

I  am  so  e.xcited,  that  1  am  going  to  buy 
some  more  ingots  myself — to  go  with  my 
Harris  Sc  Marchand  gold  bar! 

Thank  you  for  your  interest! 

Q.  David  Bowers  and  the  entire  staff  of 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
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GOLD  DOLLARS 


Beautiful  1849  Gold  Dollar 

1849  Open  Wreath,  Small  Head,  With  L.  MS-64 

(PCCiSj.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  satiny,  sliglitly 
rellective  yellow  gold  surt'aees.  Digit  1  in  date  sharply 
doubled  below.  The  res'erse  has  a  diagonal  die  crack 
inside  the  wreath . 2.()9.S 

Splendid  1851  Gold  Dollar 

1851  MS-64  (PCClS).  Lustrous.  Not  a  rare  date,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  a  splendid  specimen!  Ideal  for  a  tape  set.  1 .39.5 

1852  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Veiy  attractive.  ..  77.5 

1852  MS-63  fPCGS).  Brilliant.  Above  average  in  qual- 

it\- . ! .  775 

1853  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  coin  ot 

hand-picked  quality .  1 .275 

1853  MS-64  (PCGSj.  Brilliant.  Especially  nice.  1.275 

1853  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosts’,  with  strong 

eye  appeal  for  the  grade .  775 

Mint  State  1853-0  Gold  SI 

1853-0  .MS-62  (PCC.S).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1.495 

Gem  1854  Type  I  Gold  SI 

1854  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  the  sniall-di- 
anieter  tspe,  one  of  the  more  elusis-e  Philadelphia  Mint 
dates  of  the  era  with  respect  to  gem  qualits'.  ...  4.950 

Amazing  1854  Type  II  Gold  Dollar 

1854  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCiGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
with  excellent  striking  characteristics,  a  statement  that 
could  be  made  about  only  a  small  percentage  of  1854 
Type  11  gold  dollars  regardless  of  numerical  grade. 
Beyond  that,  the  e.xample  has  frosts’  deep  yellosv  gold 
lustre.  For  the  gold  dollar  specialist  as  svell  as  for  the 
connoisseur  assembling  a  high  les’el  ts’pe  set  this  is 
truly  a  fintastic  find .  27.500 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Year  in  and 
vear  out.  Ts’pe  II  gold  dollars  are  best  sellers — for  such 
pieces  arc  among  the  kes’s  to  a  tspe  set .  1 .265 

1854  Type  II.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

Important  Mint  State  1855  Gold  SI 

1855  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fullv  struck,  and 
purchased  by  us  because  of  this  qualits’.  E.xceedingly 
nnportant.  far  above  the  nonnal  .VlS-61  coin  encoun¬ 


tered .  3.995 

1855  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGCl.  Brilliant .  1 .265 

1855  Type  11.  AU-53  iNGC).  Bnllkint .  775 

1855  Type  II.  AU-53  \  PCGS).  Lovely  medium  vellow 
gold  with  good  lustre.  E.xcellent  eve  appeal  for  the 
grade .  875 


Important  1855-0  Gold  SI 
Only  New  Orleans  Type  11 
1855-0  AU-55  (NGCL  A  lovely  and  lustrous  e.xample 
of  the  only  Tspe  II  gold  dollar  issue  from  the  Ness’  Or¬ 
leans  Mint.  From  a  fairly  small  mintage  of  just  55.i  ii » > 
pieces.  Scarce  in  .AU  or  higher  grades,  and  highly 


important  as  such .  1 ,995 

1856  Slanting  5.  .MS-63  iNGO,  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

e.xample  of  tins  popular  varierv .  875 

Lustrous  1857  Gold  Dollar 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  lustrous.  Quite  elu¬ 
sive  in  this  high  grade  level .  1 .695 


Superb  Gem  1862  Gold  SI 
1862  MS-66  (PCC.S).  Superb  aesthetic  appeal  with  rich 
and  frosts’ s’ellow  gold  lustre.  While  this  is  a  ven’com- 
nicsn  date,  the  qualitc’  is  amazing  with  tew  equals.  Only 

one  finer  coin  has  been  graded  bv  PCGS .  4,495 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnllkint.  ...’. .  I..’i95 

Gorgeous  Cameo  Proof  1872  Gold  SI 
1872  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  glittering  Prootlias 
exceptional  cameo  contrast  with  liiglily  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant  greenish  gold  des’ices  and  deeply  mirrored  fields. 


Exterior  of  a  Bowery  Dime  Museum. 
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pRibably  among  the  top  four  or  five  finest  pieces  know’ll 
to  e.xist.  A  lantastic  rariti,’  in  Proof  foniiat .  1 1 .51  il  I 

Superb  1873  Closed  3  Dollar  Rarity 
1873  Closed  3.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Superbly  lustrous 
light  yellow’  gold  with  olive  and  coppers’  highlights. 
PCGS  has  graded  no  specimens  of  this  issue  higher 
than  the  present  coin.  Only  1.8119  are  said  to  have 
been  struck,  making  it  one  of  the  classic  rarities  of  the 
gold  dollar  series.  A  spectacular  numismatic  high¬ 
light — one  of  the  most  important  pieces  in  the 
present  listing .  18,599 

Desirable  1873  Closed  3  Gold  Dollar 
1873  Closed  3.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
frosty  devices.  Pedigreed  to  the  H.W.  Bass  Jr., 

Collection .  1.995 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  w  ith  strong  lus¬ 
tre  on  frosts’  surfiices.  The  interesting  varietx’  w’ith  a 
raisrtl  vertical  die  line  on  Miss  Libert\’'s  neck.  A  near- 
gem  gold  dollar  w  ith  all  the  aesthetic  appeal  ofa  higher 

grade .  895 

1873  Open  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brillkint . 895 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  strong 

lustre . ’ .  895 

1874  MS-64  (PCCiS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  near  gem 

W’ith  pale  rose  toning .  895 

Fantastic  Gem  Proof  1875  Dollar 

Possibly  Finest  Known 

1875  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Intense  rich  medium  yellow’ 

gold  and  violet  w’ith  bright  reflective  surfaces.  This 
is  the  only  example  graded  as  Proof-66  by  PCGS. 
W’ith  none  finer.  The  raritx’  of  the  1 875  Proof  is  well 
know’ll.  The  mintage  figure  has  been  stated  as  29 
pieces,  one  of  the  low’est  in  the  series.  In  addition, 
only  499  circulation  strikes  w’ere  made.  Thus,  w’ith 
a  total  production  of  42l  I  for  the  year,  the  1 875  gold 
dollar  has  tar  and  aw’ay  the  low’est  mintage  figure  of 
any  coin  in  the  series.  The  present  specimen  traces 
its  pedigree  to  the  Garrett  Collection,  adding  another 
dimension  to  w’hat  is  already  an  impressive,  fantas¬ 
tic  numismatic  landmark.  A  ven’  exciting  and  im¬ 
pressive  coin!  .  39.599 

Classic  1875  Gold  Dollar  Rarity 
Only  400  Struck 

1875  MS-61  (PCGS).  Prootlike  with  mottled  rich  me¬ 
dium  gold  and  steel  toning.  This  is  the  low’est  mint¬ 
age  circulation  strike  gold  dollar  and  an  important 
rarirs’  w  ith  few  er  than  59  likely  son’ii’ing  today;  A 
spectacular  centerpiece  for  .iny  specialized  gold  dollar 
collection.  Although  prootlike.  this  is  clearly  a  circu¬ 
lation  strike  and  is  identified  as  such  by  a  spike  dow’ii 
from  under  Lihert\’'s  chin.  Proofs  are  from  a  different 
die  (or  die  state]  without  tins  sharp  spike .  7.759 

A  Third  Specimen  of  the  Rare  1875 
Gold  Dollar 

1875  AU-58  (PCGS).  Another  specimen  of  this  exclu- 

sh’e  rarits’!  Prootlike  and  bright  w  ith  much  lustre.  A 
very’  attractive  and  desirable  specimen  of  the  w’ell- 
knowai  key  to  the  gold  dollar  series.  Attributed  as  a  cir¬ 
culation  strike  due  to  the  presence  ot  a  die  line,  typically 
called  a  "spike"  below  Miss  Liberty's  chin . 6.25i  i 

1876  MS-63  (PCGS).  Prootlike  with  e.xcellent  lustre 

and  choice  eve  appeal.  A  ven.’  scarce  and  popular  is¬ 
sue .  995 

Exquisite  1880  Gold  Dollar 

1880  MS-67  (PCGS).  Spectacular  prootlike  surfaces. 

1889  is  one  of  the  low’est  mintage  dates  in  the  series 
w  ith  only  1 .61 1(  i  circulation  strikes,  low’er  than  even 
the  1873  Closed  3  (although  the  fonneris  consider¬ 
ably  rarer,  as  few’  w  ere  saved  at  the  time  of  issue).  A 
beautiful  coin! .  4.459 

Gem  1881  Gold  Dollar 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brillkint.  Unusually  attractive. 

Highly  prized  as  a  low’  mintage  date .  1,925 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous .  975 

1883  .MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  I’ellow’  lustrous 
gold.  A  ven’  appealing  piece  with  a  light  filled  die  at 
ERT  of  LIBERTY. . ? . 639 

Exceptional  1885  Gold  Dollar 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  as  beautiful  as  can 

be .  1.995 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.just  5.999  were  minted, 

a  scarce  issue . 975 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow’  gold  w’ith 

coppers’  highlights  and  full  lustre .  795 

Lovely  Proof  1887  Gold  Dollar 

1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deeply’  mirrored  yellow’  gold 

fields  with  nice  frosty’  des’ices.  A  delightful  cameo 
Proof  example  for  the  advanced  ty’pe  collector.  A  few 
s’ery’  taint  hairlines  are  noted .  6.759 

1887  MS-63-(AJGC).  BrilJiaMWiidlustrous. 795 - 

1888  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1 .935 

Marvelous  Gem  1889  Gold  SI 

1889  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  y’ellow  gold  w’ith  high¬ 
lights  of  deeper  gold  on  the  obverse  centers.  .  3.959 

Exceptional  1889  Gold  Dollar 
1889  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully’  brilliant  deep  y’elknv  gold. 
A  superb,  highly  lustrous  gem  specimen  of  the  last  year 
ofissue . . . . .  2.795 

Gem  1889  Gold  DoUar 

1889  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  great  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  . . . . I  1,895 

Lovely  Mint  State  1889  Gold  Dollar 
1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty’  and  highly  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  final  date  in  the  gold  dollar  series.  Rich 
rose’ toning  accents  the  overall  quality’.  A  grand  com¬ 
bination  of  quality’ and  value.  . 975 


QUARTER  EAGLES 
($2.50  GOLD) 


Early  Quarter  Eagles 


Possible  Finest  Kno’wn  1802  Quarter  Eagle 
1802  Breen-4.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive 
even  light  y’ellow’  gold  with  slightly  prootlike  surt'aees. 
Good  eye  appeal  and  choice  tor  the  grade,  though  the 
strike  shows  some  central  w’eakness  typical  of  the  issue. 
This  is  the  so-called  "overdate."  an  appellation  largely 
discarded  as  the  evidence  of  the  overdate  seems  mini¬ 
mal.  Of  the  tiny’  mintage  of  3.1 135  1 81 12  quarter  eagles 
only  a  few’  dozen  survive  in  all  grades;  PCGS  has  certi¬ 
fied  six  pieces  as  MS-63,  a  statistic  that  likely  includes 
resubmissions  as  none  are  graded  higher . 49.51  w  I 

Choice  1835  Quarter  Eagle 
1835  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Delight¬ 
ful  greenish  y’ellow’  gold  w  ith  minor  abrasions.  Deeply 
reflective  mirrored  fields  are  quite  unusual  on  these 
earlv  gold  wpe  coins.  Variety’  with  AM  widely  sepa¬ 
rated .  7.995 

Liberty  Head  Quarter  Eagles 

18,53  AU-.58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 

Superb  Gem  1856  Quarter  Eagle 
1856  MS-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  simply 
amazing.  Extremely  bright  and  frosty  orange-gold 
lustre . . . 31.599 

Choice  Proof  1862  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 
1862  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Rich  inedium  y’ellow’  gold 
with  bright  reflective  surfaces.  Choice  for  the  grade 
and  a  superb  specimen  of  this  rarity’.  Perhaps  a  dozen 
specimens  are  kiiow’ii  to  sun’ive  ofa  tiny  mintage  of 
only  35  pieces.  This  is  an  extraordinary’  coin,  appeal¬ 
ing  and  rare,  a  find  for  the  specialist  and  the  potential 
centerpiece  ofa  gold  com  cabinet .  13.959 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1865  Quarter  Eagle 
1865  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  w  onderful  example  of  this 
rarity.  Lustrous  bright  yellow’ gold  devices  w  ith  reflec¬ 
tive  orange-gold  fields  and  very’  light  green  peripheral 
toning.  We  cannot  envision  a  more  aesthetically  pleas¬ 
ing  Proof  quarter  eagle.  Ciily’  25  minted  with  none 
graded  higher,  hi  addition,  as  Mim  Sr.iic  coins  are  almost 
non-existent,  this  Proof  takes  on  added  niarket  impor¬ 


tance.  A  centerpiece  for  the  connoisseur . 44.951 1 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1.995 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 659 

1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ....' .  479 

1878  .MS-62  (PCGS).  Brillkint .  479 

Choice  1878-S  Quarter  Eagle 
1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1.695 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  choice  for  the 

grade . .T . -  975 


Gem  Proof  1880  Quarter  Eagle 
1880  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lov  ely  specimen  combining 
incredible  quality’  with  notable  rarity’,  to  w’hich  is 
added  the  ov’erall  appeal  of  1889  being  a  rare  date  in 
cii/j'  condition.  This  piece  w  ill  be  a  treasured  posses¬ 
sion  of  its  next  ow’iier!  .  19.599 

Possible  Finest  Known  1884  Quarter  Eagle 
1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Choice  medium  y’ellow’  gold’ 
with  immaculate  satiny’  surfaces.  An  exquisite  speci¬ 
men  of  this  minuscule  mintage  of  only  1.959  pieces 
with  delightfi.il  eye  appeal  and  v’ery’  sharp  strike.  Quite 
possible  une.xcelled  by  any  extant  specimen;  PCGS 
has  certified  jione  at  higher  grades .  14.751 1 

Gem  1886  S2.50  Rarity 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Only  4.988 
minted.  Only  one  piece  graded  higher  by  PCGS.  A 


/iinM.sm’ coin!!!  . . .  19.759 

Mint  State  1886  Quarter  Eagle 
1886  MS-61  (NGC),  Brilliant.  A  classic  rarity’  in  the 

quarter  eagle  series,  vet  priced  at  onlv .  1 .595 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).' Brilliant . .’ . 795 


Pleasing  1894  S2.50  Rarity 

1894  MS-62'tPCGS).  Lovely  reflective  medium  y’el¬ 

low’  gold  with  e.xcellent  lustre.  Ven’  choice  and  tvry 
scarce .  1.275 

_  Beautiful  Condition  Census  1895  S2.50 

1895  MS-66  (PCGS).  Immaculate  satiny  surfaces  with 
full  lustre.  Eye-appealing  and  v’erv’  choice.  Tied  for 


finest  graded  by’  PCGS.  this  low-mintage  rarity’  is  truly 
unimprov’able.  Onlv  6.999  struck .  9,959 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS)'.  Brilliant . 725 

1899  MS-63  (PCG.S).  Brilliant . 725 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1.975 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brillkint.  .  1.975 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS) . .' . .  795 

Landmark  Quality  1902  S2.50 

1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  v’ellow’  gold  w’ith  darker 

gold  highlights  in  the  centers .  2,395 


Gem  Uncirculated  1902  S2.50 
1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wann  gold  and  rose  toning  on 
satiny’  lustrous  surfaces.  A  lov’ely  gem  specimen  of  the 


date . 1.595 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brillkint . 6.59 


Amazing  Gem  1903  Quarter  Eagle 
1903  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  y  ellow  gold  with  hints 
of  darker  gold.  A  superb  gem  of  absolutely  amazing 
quality’!  This  listing,  containing  coins  from  our  recent 
nationwide  buying  trips,  funiishes  the  opportunity’  to 
contemplate  many’  different  quarter  eagles  including 


examples  for  "type."  such  as  the  present  1 9l  l3.  as  well 
as  numerous  rarities .  2.395 

Lovely  1903  Quarter  Eagle 
1903  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  ...  1.595 

1903  MS-64  (NGC).  Flashy! . 795 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1903  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 639 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 639 

Gem  1904S2.50 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  I..595 

Glittering  Gem  1904  S2.50 

1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . ;.  1.595 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS),  Brilliant . 639 

19(14  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  395 


Superb  Gem  1905  S2.50 
1905  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  truly  outstanding  coin 
W’hich  outdistances  in  quality’  the  vast  majority  of  sur¬ 
vivors  from  this  early  2l  ith-centun’  date .  2.395 

Lovely  Gem  1905  S2.50 

1905  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  gem  speci¬ 
men,  a  piece  that  will  be  just  right  in  a  high  quality’ 


cabinet .  1.595 

Gem  1905  S2.50 

1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Splendid  in  quality  and 

appearance.  A  w’inner!  .  1 .595 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  639 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  639 


Gem  1906  Quarter  Eagle 
1906  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bnlliant.  (.iems  such  as  this  are 
becoming  increasingly  difficult  tin’  us  to  find.  1 .595  ^ 
1906  MS-64  (NGC).  Bnlliant.  Lots  of  value  at  the  ,V1S- 

64  level.  Enjoy  the  opportunity  ! .  795 

1906  MS-64(PCGS),  Brilliant .  795 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  639 

Superb  Gem  1907  S2.50 

1907  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Incredibly  high  qual¬ 
ity’ .  2.395 

Dazzling  Gem  1907  Quarter  Eagle 
1907  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  dazzling 
super-gem  coin!  .  2,395 

Handsome  Gem  1907  S2.50 

1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . ; .  1.595 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnlliant .  795 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  639 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  date  in  the  Liberty’ 
Head  quarter  eagle  series,  a  motif  w’hich  commenced 
in  184(1 . ‘ .  639 

Indian  Quarter  Eagles 


Gem  1908  Indian  S2.50 

1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  I  ustrons  with  attractive  gold  and 

olive  highlights.  A  satiny  gem  from  the  first  year  of 
Bela  Lv’on  Pratt's  unusual  iih  titCil  Indian  Head  design; 
the  design  motifs  are  sunken  into  the  coin  rather  than 
raised  above  the  surface,  as  in  v  irtually  all  other  U.S. 
coin  design  ry’pes .  2.75(i 

Superb  Gem  1909  Quarter  Eagle 

1909  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bnlliant.  Although  the  19(i9  is 
not  a  rare  date  in  lovv’er  grades,  this  issue  is  seldoni 


available  in  superb  gem  .Mint  State  qualirv.  ...  8.95( ) 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . .' .  1  J5(l 

1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,225 


Key  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 

1911-D  AU-50  (ANACS).  Highly  important  as  a  rar¬ 
ity’,  showcased  even  more  svi  by  the  fact  that  of  the  15 
different  v’arieties  in  a  19(i)S-|929  Indian  Head  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  set.  all  of  the  others  are  relatively  easily  avail¬ 
able — c.vi’cpf  this . . . ‘  1.795 

Choice  1912  S2.50 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 1.65(1 

1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 995 

1913  Matte  Proof  Rarity 

1913  Matte  Proof-64  tPCGS).  .A  beautiful  specimen 

of  this  great  Matte  Proof  rarity’,  (.'ftily  occasionally  does 
a  specinieii  appear  in  our  listings .  l(l.95(( 

1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnlliant, ". .  1 .295 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  "29 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 729 

1913  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . . . ;  1 99 

1913  AU-5(l  (PCGS).  Bnlliant .  195 

Gem  1914  S2.50 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  the  rarirv  among  Philadel¬ 

phia  Mint  quarter  eagles  of  the  2l(rh-cenrury’.  (.')ften 
yciii  f  will  elapse  betw’een  our  offering  a  single  piece  iii 
one  of  our  catalogues! .  8,95(i 

Elusive  Mint  State  1914  S2.50 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Among  quarter  eagles 

of  the  early’  2(  )th  century’,  the  1 9 14  is  one  of  the  hardest 
to  find  in  choice  Mint  State.  The  present  coin  is  a 
beauty’ — ideal  for  a  high  quality’  display’ .  4.95(1 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGSl.  Brilliant  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,295 

1914-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Pedigreed  to  the  Sussex  Col¬ 
lection  sale .  1 .295 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  v’etv’  nice  specimen 

of  the  last  of  the  early  range  of  dates  in  the  Indian  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  series.  Scarce  so  choice! .  1 .295 
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1915  MS-63  (N('.C).  Bnllum . 675 

1915  MS-63  (HCCiS).  Brilli.mt . 675 


Gem  Mint  State  1925-D  S2.50 
1925-D  MS-65  (PCCIS).  A  viriiiy  witli  ^trollg  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  liint  ot'ruse  irideseeiu  e  tliat  adds  eonsider- 


ably  to  tile  overall  beaurv  ot'the  eoin .  2.595 

Gem  1925-D  Quarter  Eagle 
1925-D  MS-65  (PCCiS).  brilliant  gold  with  olive  high¬ 
lights .  2.595 

1925-D  MS-64  (NCiC).  brilliant . ,S95 

1925-D  MS-61  (I’CXiS).,  brilliant.  . 259 

Gem  1926  S2.50  Gold 

1926  MS-65  (N('iCi).  brilliant .  2.495 

MS-65  1926  Quarter  Eagle 
1926  MS-65  fPC('iS).  A  delightful  example  tor  the  eon- 

iioisseur.  Lustrous,  t'rosrv.  etc.,  etc. I  .  2.495 

1926  MS-64  (NCiC).  brilliant . ,S95 

1926  M^j^  (NCiCl).  brilliam .  595 

1926  M^S  iPCXiS).  bnlhant .  595 

1927  MS-64  (NGC).  brilli.inr .  895 

Gem  1928  Quarter  Eagle 

1928  MS-65  (PCC.S).  brillunt .  2..595 

1928  MS-64  (NGC).  bnlhant . 895 


It  is  not  widely  know  n.  but  is  true.  t!i.u  in  the  Lite  I  '12os 
sluarter  eagles  did  not  eiretilate  at  taee  value.  Tiles'  were 
obtainable  now  and  then  lioni  banks,  but  often  through  a 
tneiul  who  w  as  a  teller  or  e.ishier.  Kelleetis  e  ol'the  sean  ity 
oUjuarter  eagles — although  they  were  still  being  min  ted — 
in  in.S.f  when  President  Franklin  I).  Ikoosevelt  sailed  in 
gold  eoins.  i|uarter  eagles  were  exenipteil.  ,is  they  were  all 
eonsidered  to  h.is'e  m/iiii.v/iMiii  im/ih'. 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen  ot'the  last  year 
ot'quarter  eagle  issuance .  925 


THREE-DOLLAR  GOLD 


Choice  Mint  State  1854  S3 
1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  brilliant.  First  year  ot'iswie  and 
relatively  common  m  lower  grades,  but  elusive  in 
choice  .Mint  State.  The  adwinced  collector  .will  be 
delighted  with  this  opporttmirv  as  well,  representing 
a  one-\'ear  rvpe  coin  with  the  reverse  having  L)t4L- 

LARS  in  small  letters .  6.756 

1854  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with  lots  ot'lus- 
tre  and  choice  eve  .ippeal  tor  the  grade.  A  very  pleas¬ 
ing  specinieiL  literally  a  few'  trans.ictioiis  .tway  from 
choice  Mint  State .  1 .375 


Lovely  1856-S  S3 

1856-S  AU-55  (PCXiS).  bright  yellow  CLilit'ornia  gold 
with  lustre  remaining  in  protected  regions.  Choice  in 
eve  appeal  and  condition.  I  Ine  of  three  dit't'erent  dates 
ot  the  .S3  denomination  struck  at  San  Francisco  dur¬ 
ing  the  (iold  Rush  era.  Sharp  and  pleasing. ...  3.595 

Marvelous  Gem  1859  S3 
1859  MS-65  (PCCiS).  brilliant  and  lustrous,  tine  ot'the 
finest  seen — a  memorable,  marvelous  specimen!  We 
recall  manv  wars  ago  when  Herb  bergen  brought  a 
simil.rr  piece  to  our  otiice.  and  we  both  reflected  on 
how  beautiful  it  was  to  behold .  24.956 

Choice  Mint  State  1878  S3  Gold 
1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  bnlhant.  The  most  popular  date 
ot'its  era.  the  1878  S3  in  this  grade  is  an  ideal  choice 
tor  a  high  ijuality  type  set .  3.995 

Lovely  Mint  State  1878  S3 
1878  MS-62,  brilliant  with  attractive  satiny  surfaces. 2.65i  i 

Mint  State  1878  S3 

1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  brilliant .  2.656 

Handsome  1886  Proof  S3 
1886 Proof-63  (PCGS).  brightmedium yellowandol- 
h'e-gold  with  reflective  surtliees  and  frosted  desices. 
A  lovelv  specimen,  one  of  only  142  struck,  and  an 
excellent  addition  to  anv  collection  of  S3's.  ..  9.75i  i 


$4  GOLD 


Historic  and  Appealing  1879 
Flowing  Hair  Stella 

1879  Flowing  Hair.  Proof-50  (PCCiS).  Ven*  jrcrjctivc 
witli  jinber  peripheral  toning.  Despite  some  light  wear, 
the  Proot  siirtaees  are  intaet  and  reflective.  Whether 
used  as  a  wclJ-loved  ptKket  piece  by  a  collector  or  con¬ 
versation  starter  b\' a  P>tli-cencur\'  Washington  insider, 
this  is  without  questiisn  a  com  w  ith  a  story  to  tell!  Still 
sharp  and  pleasing,  this  is  an  e.Kcellenr  specimen  ot  a  rare 

and  always-in-demand  coin . 39. » ► 

A  Few  Notes  about  Stellas 
Four-kii>ll.ir  golkl  pieces.  t»r  Stell.is.  so-k.illekl  fmni  the 
tive-^x>inted  sur  on  the  reverse,  were  first  prtulnced  in 
1S7'>  .u  the  suggestion  of  H«>n.  Jolin  .X.  K.iss*in.  L’.S. 
minister  to  Austri.i.  who  telt  tlut  .uoin  this  value  would 
luve  Iven  used  bv  fi»reign  tr.ivelers.  .is  it  c*»uld  Lx’  re.idily 
exeliJiiued  fir  gold  I'oins  oi  .ipproxiin.ue  ek|ui\.ileiu  value 
in  France,  (tennanv.  and  otlier  biiro^xMii  conmries,  In¬ 
dicative  of  iis  intended  international  nature,  the  obverst,- 
legend  i>f  the  S4  piece  e.xpresseil  its  metaliic  ciuitent  in  tlie 
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inetnc  system  as  fallows:  n(  i.  .3S.  .""C !.  7  ( JRA.VIS. 

As  chance  would  have  it.  the  IS7‘)  Muglla  vvasboni  man 
era  m  which  .Mint  orficiaK  had  a  lively  business  in  the 
making  ofresirikes,  limiied-<.*dition  patterns,  and  other 
nunusniatic  delicacies.  Thus,  winle  Iis7‘>  S4  coins  of  die 
Flowing  Hairdesign.bv  ( dnefEngr.iverC  diaries  E.  Barber, 
were  made  for  their  intended  purpi»se — to  illustmte  the 
concept  of  a  new  ilemmiination — i»ther  varieties  were 
strik'k  to  create  rarities. 

T wo  tibverse  designs  w  ere  producekl.  tiie  regular  Flow  - 
ing  Hairtv  pebyt  diaries  E.  Barl>erand  the(  !oiied  Hairtvpe 
bv  assistant  engraver  <  ieorge  T.  V1i»rgan.  The  last  was  never 
made  available  tipenly  to  numismatists,  congressmen,  or 
aivyoneelse.  In.ste.isL  privileged  officials  filtered  diem  out  of 
the  Mint  over  a  period  of  time. 

t  >11  iherev  erseof'b3»ih  the  Flowing  Hair  and  Goiled  Hair 
designs,  the  motto  l)E<.>  EST  I  'rLOl^A.  or  'dlorv'  is  ui 
( lod."  was  used.  This  was  a  departure  fn>ni  die  standard  IN 
( ;oi )  WE  TRUST  motto  seen  on  SS.'S  In.  and  .S2n  gold 
coins  of  die  era. 

The  |S7'>  Flowing  Hair  S4  was  the  intended  pattern. 
Several  hundred  examples  were  distributeil  to  congress- 
tneii  and  others  ofimportaike  to  illusiiMte  tile  concept  of 
the  new  denomination. 

Fourvanetiesw  ere  coined.  Total  mmtagesarenot  kiuwv  n. 
but  liave  been  popularly  stated  as  follows: 

/<S'”V  l-loirnh^  Hiiti.  41^  or  42.^  mimed  (ci>nventionai 
wisdom). 

/.V“9  i'oiliul  H<in.  I"  minted  (CL>nventi<»iial  wisdom). 
IKSf)  h'louino  Hxin.  1.^  minted  (conventional  wisdom) 
('.oihil  Hiiii.  In  mintevl  (conventional  wisdom). 
The  Flowing  Hair  S4  by  (  diaries  E.  Barbervv.isaclosecopv 
of  a  pattern  S.S  made  by  his  father,  tlie  late  Cdiief  Engraver 
William  Barber,  in  1<S7S.  The  Goiled  Hair  motiflw  assistant 
engraver  .Morgan  seems  to  have  been  made  only  as  a  numis¬ 
matic  delicacy.  Probably,  there  was  no  consideration  i>fits 
being  the  favored  pattern  fordistnbucion  k>  congressmen  in 
1<S7'^.  as  the  design  by  the  cliiefeiigiMver  would  have  taken 
pmceilence  over  anv  motif  by  his  assistant. 

Thestoi'Viffdie  I  S7‘f  four-klollargoKl  Stella  began  in  the 
previous  decade.  The  new  ilenomiiiath)n  vv  as  proposed  in 
aneffbiTtoestablisli  an  imernational  coinage,  denominated 
in  metric  terms.  Tw  ci  prev  ious  .utempts  at  establishing  an 
international  gold ctiinage  had  been  turned  down  bv  ( ]on- 
gx'ss.  in  lS().S.md  |S74. 

Clonvened  in  Pans  under  the  auspices  of  the  Frencli 
giwernmem.  |une  1“  to  liilv  n.  ISn7.  the  International 
.MiHk'Can  t  A >nferencee\  ent attracted  representativ  es  from 
several  countries. 

In  the  Ri'imt  ot  rln'  Dinrioi  of  rln-  Miirt  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  [une  3(i.  ISfi".  Henn  R.  Lindennan  discussed  the 
concept,  stating  tliat  problems  included  s(mie  ci^umrics 
emphasizing  gold  and  others  silver.  The  cliree  principal 
inonevsnfthe  world  were  the  American  klollar.  the  British 
p<Hind  sterling,  and  the  French  franc.  Lindennan  obsen  ed 
that  it  w  on  Id  be  necessaiy  tt)  bring  them  into  harmony.  He 
foresaw  that  a  coin  t^fabout  the  S.S  denomination  would  be 
useful,  but  that  it  vv»uild  have  to  be  made  lighter  I'r  heav  ler 
in  certain  coumnes.  .As  .ni  example,  if  the  weight  of  the 
British  stwereign  were  to  be  used,  then  the  .American 
gold  ci'in  woulkl  have  to  be  in.ule  lighter.  i  ausing  .i  legal 
problem  in  .America  with  regard  to  the  fulfillinem  of 
contracts  pav.ible  in  gold  ioiiis  of  spccifk  standard.  He 
recalled  dhar  tliis  ground  h.ki'been  co.vereil  betdre.  and  than 
the  .Mint  had  wrucen  to  the  I  )eparr!neiu  ofthe  T reasuiy  on 
December  M.  I.S(>2.  .ind  diat  nodnng  new  liad  been 
learned  since. 

-  T  he  delegates  ii>  die  i. onveiuioii  i»r  I  sr*?;  agreed  to  take' 
the  French  franc.  a^-uU  b.iso  lor  their  intein.itional  ctnii. 
w  hich  would  mean  a  reductkui  in  the  value  ofthe  .S.S  gold 
piece  ol'the  L'niteil  .States  the  extent  ofaboiit  1 7_  cents 
and  m  the  English  sovereign  of  4  cents.  Tweiitv'  nacituis 
altogether  were  represemetl  at  the  lonvemion.  and  they 
stipulated  in  the  event  ofdie  .kU>ption  ofthe  cihn  that  local 
terms  shiHi Id  be  retained,  sucli  as  thaler,  tlonn.  ruble,  franc. 
kSc.  The  British  klelegate.  however,  objected  ti>  die  redik- 
noii  ofthe  British  coin  standard,  and  suggested  that  the 
United  States  gold  dollar  be  taken  as  a  basis. 

.About  this  time  a  bill  was  presented  in  C  !ongress  for  the 
reduction  of  our  S.t  gold  piece  from  I2'>  grains  to  124.’) 
grams;  u)  accommodate  die  piece  ti'  the  v  alue  of2.S  francs; 
that  the  gold  ciniis-f-lnis  issued  slunild  be  legal  tender  in  all 
pavinents  exi'ept  for  those  L’niteil  States  bimds  as  were 
pavable  in  coin.  It  also  8pecitied  ili.it  die  emblems  and 
inscriptii'iis  should  be  pl.iinlv  distinct  from  those  in  lisg. 
and  the  value  slu>uld  be  stated  m  dollars  and  francs,  .md 
whenever  Great  Britain  confonneil  the  pt3und  sterling  to 
the  value  ofS5  the  British  terms  xiiouid  be  stated.  The  bill 
also  provided  that  coins  and  dciumimations  other  than  S5 
pieces,  of  propiM  tionate  w  eight  and  fineness,  be  made,  the 
value  on  the  coins  to  be  stated  in  dollars  and  francs.  The 
above-inemioned  Sn  piece  seems  ti>  have  been  clkMinlyone 
stnick  111  this  ci>umrv  as  an  example  of  the  propi'sed 
unifonii  mcernacioii.il  goikl  coinage.  The  bill  did  not  meet 
die  appn>val  of  C'ongress. 

In  response  to  the  1  .S()S  coinage  bill  imroiluced  in  C  A>n- 
gress.atdie  Philadelphia  Mint. eiigra ver  Anthony C!.  Paquet 
prepared  pacceni  gold  coins \)fS.S  size  chat  ctuild  be  used  in 
the  imeniatiiMial  trade,  being  convertible  inu)  2.S  francs. 

The  subject  was  discussed  brieflv  in  the  Senate  in  !  S7 1  - 
2.  In  IS7IS  another  mcernationai  conference  was  held  in 
Paris.  In  the  meaminie.  proposals  of'one  sort  tir  another  fi'r 
an  imeni.itional  conuige  were  made  by  otliers.  ineluding 
Dana  BickUml  and  Sen  John  Sherman  (brother  of  Givil 
War  general.  W.T.  Sheniian). 

The.S4gold  Stella,  the  fociisofilieprcsemdiscussitinand 
R.nr  ('oiii  Rcrf<Tr  offering,  vv  as  the  brainchild  of  Honorable 
|ohn  .A.  Kasson.  who  was  .isM»ciated  with  the  Legation  of 
the  United  States  in  Vienna.  .Austria.  Formerly,  he  liad 
sened  as  cliairniaii  ofthe  C  Ammmtee  of(  ioinage.  Weights 
and  Measures.  Kasson  focused  upon  the  .Austrian  S  florin 
gold  coin,  currentlvsv.ilued  at  fust  slightly  less  than 
At  the  time,  various  gold  coins  had  these  denominations, 
weights,  finenesses,  and  ek|iiivalems  in  .America  dollars; 
-l/L'm.;,- S  Florins  •  t>.4.T  In  grains  •  niHifinc  •  S.Usn 
/■'(wme:  2i I  Francs  •  t».4.^  I  n  gi'ams  •  ‘iiinflne  • 
G(fY/t.»/.s7.m>:2"Mirks  •  “.niongi-anis  ♦  '^iMihne  •  S4.7n 
(hciit  bnf.nn:  Stwereign  (/’I  sterling)  •  7.‘>SS|  grams  • 
’>1“  tine  •  S4.Sf» 

Ititly:  2o  Lire.  n.451n  grams,  .nno  tine.  S.v.sn 
\\-!lurl,uitl>:  1‘U  hilden.  n.'"2'>f*  grams,  .'hhi  tine.  S4.n2 
Strii'aLiiul:  2<i  Franes.  (».4.S  In  grains,  .noo  fme.  .S.s.sn 
Kff.w/.i;  ^  Rubles.  r>.nS( hi  grams.  tine.  .NV^S 
(  niioil  Stiih>:  .7  Dollars.  5,o|5  grams,  .non  fmo.  .NVimi 
i  iiiu-tl  Stiiro:  .S  Dollars.  S.. VS')  grams,  .niio  tine.  S.S.im 
Kasson's  suggestions  for  .i  U  nited  States  com  to  be  used 
imematkmallv  were  conmuiinc.ued  tt»  Secretarv'  of  the 
Treasurv  |ohn  Sherman  and  to  .Alexander  Stephens,  chair¬ 
man  t»f  the  ( Itmuge  (  Anninittee. 

The  (.AMiiage  C!oinni!ttee  coiisidereii  the  matter  f.ivor- 
ablv.  Memlvrs  felt  that  the  coin  slu'uld  h.ivea  specific  name 
or  iikkname.  .ind  tuned;  ‘'•»ne  suitable  f«>r  the  foui-dt»lIar 
4  iiin  vvoulil  lx*  H  >ne  Stella,  in  anakvgx'  tonne  eagle.  Rnh  the 


star  and  the  e.igle  lx*ing  national  emblems  on  our  c<7ins.*' 

1  )etails4ifthepn»posal  werepnn  ided  bv  I  )r.  Wheeler  W. 
HubLx'll.  an  advi>cate  ofthe  metric  system  ofcoin.igc*  aiul 
luilder  of  tlw  patent  for  die  goloid  composititui.  Tlie 
PennsyN  ania  resident  was  die  l<»gical  choice  for  this  work. 

Li^c  would  suggest  that  some  patterns  might  luve  been 
stnick.  and  tlie  idea  ctYiisidered  by  CAnigress.  And.  indeed,  that 
vv.is  iltMie.  However,  the  storv-  givs  far  bevond  chat  ptnni. 

It  is  likely  that  ofthe  regular  1 S7')  Flow  ing  Hair  S4  ci>ins. 
42S  were  stnick  at  the  outset,  some  in  late  1S7‘>  and  others 
in  early  ISSn.  but  from  the  |S7‘>-dated  dies. 

How  many  went  to  congressmen  and  Ikyw  manv  went 
iiiM  numismatic  channels  at  the  time  is  niu  kiuwvn.  but  as 
kfuite  a  few  ofthe  1  <S7’)  gold  Stellas  \luwv  misljandhng  and 
wear,  it  is  likeK  that  most  went  ky  piYlitieuiis. 

Responding  u>  the  ilemand  in  l«SSn  ti»r  additional  1X7') 
gold  Stellas,  tlie  .Mint  nude  additional  pieces  .ivailable  from 
Its  reserve  and  from  additional  strikiiigs.  the  e.xact  supple¬ 
mental  coinage  being  unkiuwvn.  Perhaps  the  total  nniiuge 
i>fthe  1X7*)  Flowing  Hair  Stella  challenged  the  7nn  juark. 

In  time,  additional  varieties  of  S4  Stellas  hnind  theirvvay 
mu'  mmiisiiiatic  channels,  widi  no  factual  infonn.ition 
**  being  supplied  bv  the  Mint  ci>nceniiiig  them.  Tliese  con¬ 
sisted  ofthe  iXXii-il.ited  Flowing  H.iir  and  the  lx7‘)and 
IXNM  Coiled  Hairpieces. 

Each  t>f  the  four  obverse  dies  used  to  strike  S4  gold 
Stellas — the  IS7‘)  Flowing  Hair  and  C  foiled  Hair  and  die 
I  XSii  Flow  ing  Hair, ind  ( 'oiled  Hair — were  made  by  lund. 
This  was  done  bv  punching  the  centml  portrait  into  the  die. 
then  .Hiding  bv  hand  the  lettering,  omanients.  and  indi¬ 
vidual  date  numerals  around  the  border.  E.ich  i)f  the  four 
obverse  dies  has  die  date  aligned  in  a  curve,  rather  than 
straiglu.  1 11  contrast,  all  regular  gold  com  dates  and  tienonii- 
natiims  ofthe  era  have  the  date  in  a  straight  line. 

The  IXXii  FKwving  Hair  has  the  date  in  small  numerals, 
wliere.is  the  other  three  obverses  have  the  date  in  large 
nuiner.ils. 

The  s.mie  reverse  die.  also  made  by  hand,  was  used  to 
strike  .ill  ofthe  1  X7‘)  and  I  XX<  i  varieties,  the  D  (UNITEl )) 
is  sharply  iloubled. 

Fi  >r  many  years  the  S4  Stellas  of  I  X7‘)  and  1  SXi  i  have  been 
includeil  in  standanl  l  omage  reference  books — in  contrast 
to  most  ('ther  p.ittcrns  which  are  relegatecl  to  spec  lalizeil 
texts  (such  as  bv  Adams«W4U)din.  Judii.  and  Pollock). 
Theiriirustraiion  aiui  Iistingiii.4  (iunk  liiM^hoU  niialSixiio 
( '.oiih  has  precipitated  a  verv  strong  demand  flir  them.  The 
market  has  been  stmiul.i'ted  by  the  ease  of  .iccjuiring  the 
|S7')  Flowing  Hair  issue,  of  vvhicli  several  lumJred  are 
known  to  exist.  However,  even  die  IS7')  Flinvmg  Hair  is 
verv  expensive.  The  tvther  three  varieties  come  on  the 
market  onlv  at  widelv  spaced  intervals. 

All  were  struck  onlv  in  Prot>f  format.  While  the  |X7‘) 
Flow  ing  Hairisstmietimesseeii  in  ligluK  vvoni  ormipaireil 
grades,  die  three  rarer  issues  are  nearlv  always  encountered 
m  grades  from  about  PrtHvM)2  to  )Voof-(>4. 

The  conibmatiivn  of  beaurv  and  raritv  of  these  elusiv  e 
coins  has  put  them  high  on  the  lisit>fnuimsin.uic  favontes. 


S5  GOLD  HALF  EAGLES 


Eaiiy  Half  Eagles 


Lustrous  1803/2  85 

1803/2  Breen-ID.  AU-58  (NGtC).  Brilliant  .iiid  veiy  .u- 
tractive.  As  no  "pert'ect  dace"  1 8i  i3  lialt'eagles  exist,  this 
is  as  dose  as  one  can  cornel  A  lovely  specimen  that  is  ideal 
tor  either  a  t\pe  set  or  a  specialized  cabinet . 6. 1 56 

Choice  Uncirculated  1805  85 

1805  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  Hany  Bass  specimen,  sold 
in  Part  II  ot'our  ot'f'ering  ot'his  superb  collection  in  Gc- 
coher  1 999  and  described  there,  in  part,  as  follows:  "A 
wonderful  earlv  half  eagle  with  brilliant,  frosts'  yellow 
gold  lustre.  Ver\’  choice  surfaces  with  only  occasional 
scattered  contact  marks.  Light  adjustment  marks  arc 
noted  on  the  reverse  from  9:(  K  i  to  I  ( Li »  L"  PG(  IS  has 
certified  none  finer.  A  remarkable  qiialirp  coin  that 
will  be  a  centerpiece  in  the  cabinet  of  its  next  fortu¬ 
nate  owner .  29.956 

Exceptional  Mint  State  1805  Half  Eagle 

1805  B-3D.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (PCCiS).  Choice  retlec- 
tive  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  excellent  lustre.  A 
magnificent  representation  ofthe  es'oeatiw  early-Fed- 
eral  designs  stnick  in  gold  recoined  from  deposited  for¬ 
eign  coins.  Considering  the  economic  conditions  these 
were  stnick  under,  it's  a  miracle  any  survis'ed.  How  ser¬ 
endipitous  it  is  that  one  could  suniw  in  dais  lovely  state 
of  preservation!  An  excellent  specimen  that  will  thrill 
even  the  most  .idwtiiced  numismatist . 14.756 

Memorable  Mint  State  1808  S5 
Condition  Census 

1808  B-4B.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosy  bright  olive-gold 
with  lush  satiny  lustre.  Beautiful  eye  appeal  and  an 
outstanding  full  strike.  The  specialist  and  advanced 
rvpe  collector  alike  will  delight  in  the  attractiveness 
and  scarciy  ofa  coin  such  as  this,  a  specimen  beyond 
iinprovcnient  and  without  detraction.  Indeed.  PC!(  IS 
has  certified  only  one  finer.  .A  future  highlight  in  any 
cabinet .  31.566 

Gem  Mint  State  1812  Half  Eagle 
Condition  Census 

1812  B-IA.  Close  5D.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sh.irply  struck 
with  fullv  brilliant  and  frosy  greenish  gold  lustre.  Ex¬ 
ceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  This  is  among  the  vey  fin¬ 
est  c.xaniples  of  this  \  ariey  known.  PL!GS  has  graded 
just  two  others  at  this  level  with  one  finer  .MS-f)6  coin. 
For  the  connoisseur  who  appreciates  the  veiy  finest 
qiialin' .  69. 5i  k  i 

Mint  State  1812  S5 

1812  B-IA.  Close  5D.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A 
.plendid  Mint  State  •.peciinen  of  this  .carcc  year  and 
sc.irce  design  ype .  6.356 


A  Letter  From  Seattle 

The  following  letter  was  recently  received 
from  F.W.,  who  was  an  executive  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Mills  years  ago  and  in  the  meantime  has 
become  involved  in  several  entrepreneurial 
pursuits: 

Dear  David: 

I  hope  you  had  a  fine  Thanksgiving,  and 
that  you  have  much  to  be  thankful  for.  We 
did— and  I  do. 

I  so  have  enjoyed  reading  your  words 
again  after  a  long  time  away  from  your 
publications,  and  I  imagine  hearing  "yopr 
voice  as  I  read.  You  and  I  share,  I  think,  a 
writing  style  that  is  in  effect  the  spoken 
word.  Over  the  years,  many  people  have 
complimented  me  on  that— a  result  of  a 
good  high  school  teacher  in  junior  year, 
and  a  senior  proctor  in  my  fraternity  who 
kept  challenging  me;  “What  are  you  say¬ 
ing  here?  ...  Then  why  don’t  you  say  it!" 
I’m  sure  your  many  fans  are  held  in  equal 
parts  by  your  knowledge,  your  charming 
curiosity,  and  by  the  person-hood  that 
comes  through  your  writing. 

The  article  on  the  Northwest  fur  trade 
hit  a  hot  button,  and  was  the  initialwsason 
for  writing  this  letter.  I  have  long  been 
interested  in  antique  maps,  ever  since  be¬ 
ing  introduced  to  them  by  a  dealer  in 
London  in  the  1 970s.  But  I  hesitated  to  get 
into  such  a  broad  and  open-ended  quest. 

I  like,  as  you  might  surmise  from  my 
collecting  British  Maundy  coins  and  18th- 
century  United  States  coins,  to  focus  on 
finite  sets  that  feasibly  might  be  com¬ 
pleted.  Well,  in  the  case  of  maps,  moving 
here  to  Seattle  and  my  interest  in  the  rich 
geography  of  the  region  gave  me  the 
fence  line  I  needed,  and  so  I  hgve  started 
over  the  last  few  years  picking  up  maps  of 
Septentrionale  that  show  the  progressive 
learning  of  the  upper  Northwest.  Early 
efforts  show  great  gaps— bare  spaces  with 
not  even  Mt.  Rainier,  or  Tahoma  as  the 
natives  called  it,  showing— or  show  wild 
guesses  that  surmised  the  Great  Lake 
covering  all  of  Utah,  Nevada,  much  of 
Idaho  and  Oregon.  Of  course,  the  “is¬ 
land"  of  California  persisted  well  into  the 
late  18th  century. 

The  Northwest  Company  is  reputed 
to  have  developed  the  best  maps  of  the 
area,  many  done  by  MacKenzie,  and  kept 
them  secret  even  from  the  Admiralty, 
such  withholding  being  illegal  at  the  time. 
Anyway,  your  article  was  fascinating,  liv¬ 
ing  here  in  the  midst  of  that  history.  I’d 
love  to  find  the  follow-up  lecture  on  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  indigenous  tribes. 

Second  reason  for  writing:  yesterday 
evening  I  received  the  1798  cent  pur¬ 
chased  in  the  Schwan  auction.  I  am  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  coin,  the  first  addition  to 
the  set  in  several  years.  I  am  distressed  at 
its  being  entombed  in  its  hologram<oded 
PCGS  acrylic  casket— forever  sealed  away 
from  being  lovingly  held  and  turned  to  . 
catch  the  light  and  delight  all  the  senses.  I 
can  understand  that  a  holder  might  pro¬ 
tect  an  MS-66  coin  from  being  fingered  or 
handled,  but  this  coin  is  an  EF-40.  All  of  its 
companion  pieces  are  in  an  old-fashioned 
coin  cabinet  in  trays.  Should  I  remove  my 
latest  purchase  from  its  holder  so  it  can  be 
enjoyed  along  with  the  others? 

Another  question  1  have  long  meant 
to  ask:  In  light  of  the  notes  and  research 
into  Mint  history,  is  not  the  1792  half- 
disme  emerging  as  truly  an  official  issue 
and  not  a  pattern?  I  have  one  and  choose 
to  regard  it  as  the  first  official  coin  of  the 
U.S.  I  know  we  talked  about  this  years 
ago,  but  as  I  have  been  out  of  touch  until 
recently,  I  wonder  if  the  philosophy  has 
changed. 

I  hope  your  family  is  well  and  the 
holidays  prove  delightful.  May  we  all  thrive 
and  prosper  in  ’01  (the  new  millennium  - 
you  see,  I  am  a  purist.) 

F.W. 
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Liberty  Htilf  Ei\^les 


Gorgeous  Condition  Census  1836  S5 
1836  MS-64  (FCC'iS).  Lowlv  olive-gold  with  tiill 
.  re.imy  lii'tre,  A  vtmiiiiiiglv  beJiiritlil  ■.peeiiiieu  .iiul 
■iinoiig  the  t'inest  known;  l'C(  iS  lias  graded  tinly  one 
higher.  The  greenish  color  ot  the  gold  indicates  that 
this  was  likely  struck  troni  natn  e  ore  from  ( leorgia  or 
North  Carolina  instead  ot  recoined  toreign  coins  de¬ 
posited  with  the  mint  tor  assay.  An  impressive  speci¬ 
men  ot'stellar  qiialitv' .  1 4.'t3i  i 

1840  AU-53  ( PCGS).  Lustrous  with  wann  orange-gold 
highlights.  From  the  second  year  ot  the  design  r\pe. 
Earlv  Libern.’  Head  gold  coins  are  e.xperiencing  a  re¬ 
surgence  111  popularity.  We  are  delighted  to  otter  this 
e\aniple  tor  your  luiinisniatic  consiileration.  1 .3.3i  i 

Brilliant,  Lustrous  1843  S5 
1843  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  heaiitit'ul.  .A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  ot'this  earlv  Libertv  Head  date.  2.')'>5 

1847  AU-S8.  Brilliant . . . 

Mint  State  1848  Rarity 

1848  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  In  full  .Mint  State  the 

IS48  half  eagle  is  a  rarity.  C)nly  infrequently  do  we 
have  one  in  stock.  Buy  this  lovely,  lustrous,  and  rare 
coin  for  only  .  1 .0.Si  i 

1851  AU-58  (NCiC).  Brilliant.  .A  lovely  example  which 
closely  challenges  the  Mint  State  lev  el .  ')7.5 

Choice  1853  HalfEagle 
1853  .MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  ...  ').75u 

Mint  State  1857  HalfEagle 
1857  MS-62  (PCGS).  Verv  attractive.  Rare  in  .Vlint 
State .  3.2.50 


Scarce  Mint  State  1858  HalfEagle 
1858  MS-61  (PCGS).  .A  nice  e.xainple  with  a  mintage 

ofjust  15.136 .  3.85i.i 

1866-S  No  Motto.  F-15  (PCGS).  Cine  of  the  rarities 
in  the  Libertv  Head  series.  Seldom  seen  in  >iiiy  grade. 
1.165 

1870-S  VF-30  (PCC.S).  A  nice  e.xainple  of  this  low 


mintage  issue .  1 .265 

1870-S  Vg-10  (PCGS) .  645 

1872-S  VF-25  (PCGS) .  .575 

1877-SEF-45  iPCGS).  Brilliant .  645 


Choice  Uncirculated  1880  S5 
1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  prootlike  half  eagle  of 
near-geni  qualitv'.  The  frostv  devices  and  mirror  fields 
exhibit  a  dusting  of  pale  rose  and  orange  toning.  Ap¬ 


pealing  in  all  respects .  1 .665 

1880- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  865 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  665 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 

1881  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  675 

1881  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1881  .MS-6!  (NGC).  Brilliant.. .  266 

1881  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  165 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  765 

1882- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  only 

three  pieces  graded  higher  bv  PCGS .  1 .265 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  l.o65 

1882  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . (i75 


Condition  Census  1882-S  HalfEagle 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  and  olive-gold 
with  exquisite  lustre.  An  especially  choice  specimen, 
tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  C)f  unexcelled  (.|ual- 
itv  and  impressive  aesthetic  beaiirv .  7.75(  i 

1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ! . 865 

1884- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 6.5ii 

Gem  1885-S  HalfEagle 

1885- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  common  date  in 

general  tenns.  although  extremely  rare  in  gem  qiial- 
itv .  4.6511 

1885-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilli.int .  I.l,5ii 

1885- S  MS-63  (NGC.)  Bnlliant . 665 

1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Excellent  satiny  lustre  and  frosted 

devices.  An  appealing  and  choice  specimen  from  the 
Bass  Collection .  1 .675 

1886- S  .MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 326 

Possible  Finest  Known  1887-S  S5 

1887- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Full  lustre  on  satiny  medium 

vellow  surtaces.  .A  Ix-autiful  specimen  tied  for  finest 
certified  by  PCGS.  While  available  in  lower  Uncircu- 
l.ited  grades,  only  three  have  been  graded  .MS-fi.5;  we 
expect  none  surpass  this  coin's  appeal.  None  finer  than 
;MS-62  in  the  Bass  Collection .  6,7.5u 

Impressive  Cameo  Proof  1889  S5 

1889  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  cameo  Proof 
w  ith  bright  yellow  gold  and  veiy  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures.  A  few  veiy  minor  hairlines  are  visible.  This  is 


Inside  a  Bowery  Dime  Museum.  The 


lecturer,  his  freaks  and  his  audience. 


an  important  opportunitv'  to  acquire  one  ot  the  verv 
few  survivors  from  a  mintage  of  just  45  coins,  tine 
ot  onlv  tour  examples  graded  Proot-64  by  PCGS 
with  none  finer .  22.5011 


Choice  Mint  State  1892  S5 
1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .An  especially  choice  and 


beautiful  e.xainpleof  this  Philadelphia  issue.  ..  2.o7.5 
1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  665 


1893-S  MS-62  (PCGSl.  Brilliant.  .A  splendid  coin  at 
this  grade  level.  Cur  listing  ofgold  retlects  many  items 
from  our  recent  travels  and  includes  many  popular 
"tvpes"  as  well  as  rarities.  Each  is  hand  selected  for  its 


eve  appeal  and  overall  desirabilitv .  551 1 

1863-S  AU-5.5  (PC:GS).  Brilliant.' .  235 


Mint  State  1894  HalfEagle  None  Finer  Graded 
1894  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  None  graded  higher  bv 
PCGS . ' . '2.550 


1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  only  13  pieces 
graded  higher  at  MS-64.  Cue  of  many  examples  of 


good  value  in  the  American  gold  series .  765 

1894-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilli'.int .  665 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bnlliant .  626 

1 867  .MS-61 1.  Brilliant .  245 

1867  AU-55  (PCGS) . 235 

1897-S  AU-58  (PCGS) .  465 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Seiiii-prootlike  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous .  765 


Gem  Mint  State  1899  HalfEagle 
1899  MS-65  (i'CGS).  A  satiny  and  brilliant  gem  of  the 
highest  order  (within  the  grade  limitations,  of  course).  .A 
wann  olive  glow  enhances  the  overall  qualitv'.  This  is 
what  the  .MS-().5  grade  designation  is  all  aboiitl  .  5.251 1 


1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  675 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  575 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1.165 


Condition  Census  1901/0-S  Overdate  S5 
1901/0-S  MS-65  (PCGSl.  Fully  lustrous  with  hints  of 
copper}’  toning  and  the  look  of  a  higher  grade;  we 
wouldii  t  be  surprised  at  all  to  see  this  in  a  different 
holder  next  time  we  see  it!  This  is  one  of  the  finest 
known  specimens  of  this  overdate  rarirv'.  one  of  the 
most  spectacular  varieties  among  United  States  gold 
coins.  Popular,  rare,  and  the  nicest  specimen  we  re¬ 
call  ever  seeing  or  owning .  6.751 1 

1901/0-S  Overdate.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  865 

Dazzling  Super-Gem  1901-S  S5 
1901-S  MS-66  ( PCGS).  Brilliant  with  splashes  of  cop- 


perv  toning .  5.6,56 

Gem  1901-S  HalfEagle 

1901-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  3.1.56 

1901-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  675 

1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS),  Brilliant . 675 

1901- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1902- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  ..  665 

1902-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . .565 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  565 


Memorable  Gem  1903-S  S5 
1903-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Seldom  encountered 
at  this  grade  level.  You  can  have  a  "field  day  "  b\'  look¬ 
ing  through  our  wonderful  listing  ofgold  coins  and 
adding  desired  pieces  to  your  collection.  The  market 
is  just  right,  and  our  selection  is  wonderful.  ..  3,656 

1903-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 665 

1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 

1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  and  olive-gold 
with  excellent  lustre .  565 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1.675 

1905  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1.665 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS). Bnlliant .  626 

1906  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 226 

1666  AU-,58  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  266 

1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  even  lustre  on 

satiny  honev  gold  surfaces.  First  vear  of  the  Denver 
Mint . . ! .  665 


Lovely  Gem  1906-S  HalfEagle 
1906-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bnlliant  and  lustrous.  "Earth¬ 


quake  year  "  coin.  Gorgeous! .  6.7.56 

1906- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1.3,56 

1907  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 665 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Bnlliant .  ,565 

1907- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1.625 

1907-D  MS-63  (PCGS),  Brilliant .  566 


Gem  1908  Liberty  S5 

1908  Liberty.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Final  year  ofis- 
siie  for  the  Libertx’  design,  and  important  as  the  only 
1 6(  18-dated  Libert}-  gold  coin.  C)nly  circulation  strikes 
were  produced,  without  any  equivalent  Proofs.  3.25)  1 
1908  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (NCiC).  Brilliant.  ..  .565 
1908  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  565 

Iiidiati  Half  Eagles 


Gem  Mint  State  1908  Indian  S5 
1908  Indian.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1 1.656 

Exceptional  Mint  State  1908  Indian  S5 
1908  Indian.  MS-64  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue  of  the 
Indian  Head  design  bs'  Bela  Lyon  Pratt.  A  satiny. 


beautiful  specimen  that  is  Mire  to  please! .  2.656 

1908  Indian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1.665 

1908-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1.165 

1908-S  EF-45  iPCGS).  Nice  eve  .ippe.il .  (C5 

Memorable  1909  HalfEagle 

1909  MS-66  (PCGS).  Condition  Census,  onlv  three 
graded  MS-ii(i  between  PCGS  and  NGC.  ..  24.6.56 

Choice  1909  HalfEagle 

1909MS-64(Pt  GS).  Brilliant . ' .  hl56 

1909  MS-63  I  PCGS),  Brilliant . .  I..'65 


Lovely  1909-D  HalfEagle 
I909-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  2.4.56 

Brilliant  1909-D  S5 

1909-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .A  nice  coin  fora  rv-pe 

set .  2.456 

1909-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bnlliant .  665 

I6II6-DAU-5.5 .  265 

1910  HalfEagle 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  4.265 

Choice  1911  HalfEagle 

1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Bnlliant . 5,265 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1.2.56 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1.2,56 


( !old!  GuM!  ( iiild!  T.ip  into  our  remarkable  iiiveiitoi-\’ol 
clioue  United  States  gold  coins  and  build  a  tvpe  set  or 
specialized  collection,  t  >nr  tiualit}’  is  excellent,  our  prites 
are  reasonable,  and  e.u  h  coin  comes  with  our  mone\-back 
guarantee. 

1911-D  EF-45  (NGC).  One  of  the  scarcer  issuesofthe 


cm .  465 

1911-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant .  565 

1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1.165 


Unusually  Fine  1913  S5 

1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Unusually 
fine,  unusually  beautiful  gi-ade  for  this  issue — a  halfeagle 


that  is  more  often  seen  around  the  AU  level . 3.265 

1613  AU-.56,  Brilliant .  256 


Choice  1914  Indian  S5 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnlliant  with  excellent  lustre  and 
choice  eye  appeal.  Nearly  impossible  to  locate  bettet 


than  this .  3.665 

Beautiful  1915  HalfEagle 
1915  MS-64  (PCCiS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  ..  3.265 
1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1.265 


Scarce  and  Choice  1915-S  HalfEagle 
1915-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharplv  struck  and  lustrous 
with  excellent  eye  appieal  for  the  grade.  .Among  the 
finest  certified  of  this  scarce  issue;  from  the  Bass  Col¬ 


lection . ■. . 7.2-56 

1915-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  516 

16|(,-S  F-12  (PCGS) .  245 


$10  GOLD  EAGLES 


Liberty  Gold  Eagles 


1848  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  nice  eve  appeal.  465 

1851-0  EF-45  (NGC) . ’. . .’ .  .565 

1852  EF-4.5  (PCGS) .  475 

1852  VF-35  (PCGS) .  375 

1853  EF-46(PCGS) .  365 


GOLD  COINS  FROM  BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
GALLERIES:  If  s'ou  eiijos*  United  States  goki  ctiiiis  \’ou 
li.we  come  to  the  right  place.  We  woiilil  be  deligliteil  to 
liL'lpvou  with  vour  tvpe  Net  or  specialized  collection.  C  dieck 
this  listing  winch  includes  our  latest  acquisitions.  If  you 
ilon't  scow  li.it  vou  need,  thengivet  l.iil  Watson  your  "want 
list."  We'll  keep  \ou  posted  as  new  items  come  to  stock. 

Wonderful  Cameo  Proof  1873  Eagle 
Condition  Census 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  This  choice  Proof 
has  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal  with  full}’  brilliant  and 
lustrous  light- yellow  devices  and  deeply  mirrored 
fields.  Among  the  very  finest  known  survivors  from  a 
low  mintage  ofjust  25  Proofs.  Dnh’  four  e.xamples  are 
graded  at  this  level  with  none  finer .  57..566 

-  Rare  1877-S  Eagle 

1877-SAU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous.  A  rarit}’ in  just  about 


any  grade,  and  especially  elusive  in  the  high  quality 

offered  here . 2.665 

1876  AU-.58  (NGC) . 326 

1876-S  AU-.53  (PCGS) . .-. . 365 

1881  AU-,55.  Brilliant . 275 

l886MS-r)l  (PCGS) .  .546 

1888-S  MS-62  ( PC(  IS).  Medium  vellow  and  oli\  e-gold 
with  superb  full  lustre  and  choice  eye  appeal  for  the 

grade.  From  the  Bass  Collection .  665 

1888-S  AU-,5.5  (PCGS),  Brilli.mt . 316 


Rare  1889  SIO  Gold 

1889  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  of  this  low-mint¬ 


age  issue .  1 .565 

188'9-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  ,565 

1863  .MS-66  (PCGS) .  2.56 

1894-0  AU-58  (NGC) .  .565 

1865  .MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  265 

1866  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  prootlike  sur¬ 
faces .  375 

1896-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Bnlliant .  .5.56 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  (>65 

1867-C)  AU-.5.5  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  3,56 


'Very  Choice  1898  Eagle 
1898  MS-64  I  PC(  IS).  Loveh  medium  }  ellow  gold  with 
full  lustre.  Superb  eye  appeal,  in  tact,  one  of  the  most 


attractise  eagles  at  this  grade  level  we  can  ret  ail  see¬ 
ing.  perfect  for  the  advanced  tvpse  set .  2.465 

1898  MS-63  (PCX',  Si  Lovelv  satinv  surtaces . 625 

1899  MS-64  (N(  IC).  Brilli.mt . .  I  ..W5 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous .  (,6.5 

1900-S  MS-61  I  NX  iC).  Lustrous  satinv  surfatcs  exhibit 

.ittraftive  olw’c  iridescence .  1.165 


1901  .MS-64  I  PCGSl.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  .As  is  tine 


of  other  gold  denoniin.itions.  with  the  Slii  pieces  in 
our  listing  you  have  a  beautiful  selection  of  coins  of 
hand-picked  qu.ilit}’ — ideal  for  a  date  set  or  for  a  t}’pe 
collection.  Seldom  have  we  ever  had  such  an  exten¬ 


sive  presentation .  1 . 1 65 

1901  MS-63  (PCGSL  Brilliant .  .585 

|66|  .MS-62  (NGC).  Brilli.int .  .556 

1901-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1.675 

1901-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  .585 

1901-S  MS-63  (PCC.S).  Brilliant .  .585 


Lovely  Condition  Census  1902-S  SIO 
1902-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Premium  full  satiny  lustre 
on  bright  medium  yellow’  and  olive  surfaces.  Excel¬ 
lent  eye  appeal  and  among  the  finest  know  n  for  the 
issue .  3.665 

Satiny  1903  Eagle 

1903  MS-64  I  PCGS).  .Vledium  s  elliwv  and  copper}’ 
gold  w  ith  excellent  lustre  and  superb  eve  appeal.  A 
ver}’  difficult  date  to  locate  in  this  grade;  in  tact.  PC(  '.S,^ 
has  certified  only  one  piece  higher.  .A  most  pleasing 
specimen,  w  ith  enough  lustre  that  it  can  share  some 


with  the  rest  of  vour  collection  ofeagles .  3.665 

1903- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous. ....'. .  665 

1904- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilli.int .  765 


Gem  Proof  1905  Eagle 

1905  Proof-65  (NGC).  ,A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of  this 
issue.  Ven,’  fevy  pieces  siimve.  and  of  those  that  do. 
only  a  handful  can  match  this  gem.  A  w’onderful  coin 
for  the  gold  specialist  as  well  as  the  t}’pe  set  collectoi’. 
.Among  the  most  important  coins  in  our  entire  inven- 
torv .  37.566 


Condition  Rarity  1905-S  SIO 

1905- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  coppeiy  lustre  on  satiny 

surfaces.  The  tact  that  there  w  ere  no  Uncirculated 
specimens  of  this  date  in  the  Bass  Collection  speaks 
volumes  about  its  rarit}’  in  this  state.  Choice  for  the 
grade . . .  5.256 

1906-D  Eagle  from  the  Bass  Collection 

1906- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Choice  eve  appeal  and  full  un¬ 

broken  lustre.  .An. impressive  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  issue  from  the  Bass  Collection .  1 .665 

1906-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Pedigi’eed  to  the  Sussex  Col¬ 
lection .  ()6.5 

1906- D  MS-63  iPCGS).  Rich  medium  }’ellow’  gold 

w  ith  excellent  lustre  for  the  grade.  Choice  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  665 

166(>-D  AU-.58  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  The  tirst  eagle  issue 
of  the  Denver  .Mint .  256 

Exceptional  1907-D  Eagle 

1907- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Unbroken  lustre  on  lovelv  si.it- 

iii}’  surtaces.  The  last  Denver  striking  of  Libert}’  eagle 
is  ver}’  difficult  to  find  in  Uncirculated  giid  almost  un- 
know’ii  in  grades  higher  than  this;  in  tact,  this  specimen 
is  tied  for  finest  certitied  by  PCGS.  Finer  than  the  coin 
ill  the  Bass  Collection  (how  often  do  vou  hear  that?). 
This  lovely  specimen  can  be  yours  for .  2.665 

Indian  Gold  Eagles 


Beautiful  1907  No  Motto  Eagle 

1907  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fullv  lustrous  and 

bright  medium  yellow  gold,  somewhat  mellowed  in 
areas.  Pleasing  and  choice  for  the  grade.  The  No 
.Motto  Indian  Sl6  is  only  a  two  year  t}pe.  corrected 
w  ith  addition  of  the  motto  after  widespread  public 
outer}’  and  a  media  frenz}’.  A  fiscinating  chapter  in  our 
coining  histoiy  displayed  in  a  real!}’  premium  speci¬ 
men .  3.256 

1908  With  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 .365 

1668  With  Motto.  AU-.58.  An  attractive  specimen  with 

goixi  lustre  oftliis  tirst  "With  Motto  "  Indian  Sin.  365 

Choice  1910-D  SIO 

1910-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1.565 

Gem  Mint  State  1926  Eagle 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  ver}’  lieautiful.3.251 1 


1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1.665 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1.665 

Gem  1932  SIO 

1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  readily  collectible 
date  in  the  series .  2.665 


1932  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. ...  1.6.56 
1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  ,.  1,656 


S20  GOLD  DOUBLE 
EAGLES 


Liberty  Double  Eagles 

I860  AU-55  iNGCV.  Brilliant .  1.356 


1865-S  “Treasure”  S20 

1865-S  MS-63  (PCtiS).  Brilli.int.  Pedigreed  to  our 
linHln'rJoii,irli,ni  sale.  Lot  ~t,6.  Lovely,  rare,  and  ofin- 


credible  historical  imponance!  .  8.65ii 

Splendid  and  Scarce  1868-S  S20 

1868-S  AU-50  (IR'GS  ..  Btilli.inr .  1.456 

1870-S  EF-45  (NGC  .  565 

1871  EF-45  ,NGC) . 865 
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1875-CC  VF-35  il’C  (ISi.  Attr.urhv . 

1877  AU-53.  llnlliJMt .  32.S 

1877- S  EF-45  il'C'dSl.  brilli.iiit .  Sn'i 

1878- S  AU-58  (ANAC'Si.  llrillijiit . M') 

1878-S  AU-53  ll'CXA).  IVdijn'i-'t'd  to  tlic  "R.iiiiv  I  ).\v 

(.'iilkvtioii.” .  53'< 

1880EF-45  (l>C  (;S) .  5~5 

ISS.i-S  EF-45  (PC'(;S) .  4"5 

1884-CC  AU-50  il’C'USi.  ro  the 

D.iv  (.killeetioii." .  I  .(iv3 

1884-CC  VF-30  (l’C‘(  ISi.  Podiin'eeJ  ui  the  "lOiiiv  IXiv 

Ckilloerii'in." .  ~25 

IXS4-S  EF-45  (PC'(IS)  Bnllijiir .  45ii 

ISS‘)-S  EF-4II  (I’t'CiSi.  lirilli.uit.  lV-di”ivcB  tci  the 

"ICtiiiv  IXtv  Colleerioii.'' .  44^ 

1  S‘)i  i-CX!  AU-53  I  PCX  is  1,  iJnlh.inr .  1 .2‘X3 

1890-CC  EF-40  '  PCX  ISi.  I'edit^-eed  to  rhe  'IC.imv  1  ).iv 

C'olleerioii.  " .  ">>5 

189fl-S  MS-60  (NX IC Urillijiic .  5iio 

1894-S  AU-58.  Brilliant .  4'i5 

IS95-S  AL’-5.S  tPCXlSt.  Brilliant .  45'i 

1896  MS-63  (PCX  IS).  Brilliant .  I.l'>5 

isnn-s  MS-t>ii.  Brilliant .  42'» 

IS'W,-S  MS-r.n  (NCiCi).  Brilliant .  42') 


|X>)(,-S  AU-5S  (Pt  (iS) .  445 

IS'i“  .\1S-(iii,  Brilliant .  4(i5 

IS')”  AU-5S  iPCXiSl.  Liithtlv  toneJ.  PeJigreeB  to  the 
"Kaiiiv  IXiv  Colleetioti." .  443 

1897- S  MS-63  (NtiCX.  Brilliant .  l.I5ii 

1898- S  MS-63  iN(lC).  Brilliant .  I,ii‘)5 

1898- S  MS-61.  Btilhant .  4'i5 

IS')S-S  MS-(iii  iNtiCi.  Brilliant .  4(4) 

1899  MS-63  iPCXiSi.  Brilliant .  ■)2.5 

1899  MS-61  I  PCX  is  .  Brilliant .  4').5 

|,S')‘)  AU-5X  I  PCX  is .  41') 

1899- S  MS-62  iPCXiS  .  Brilliant .  .5"5 

1899-S  MS-61  (PCXiSl.  Brilliant .  4')5 

|S')')-S  MS-(iii  iNCiC  .  Liijhtlv  toiieri .  445 

1900  MS-63  PCXiS) . . ■>)5 


Gem  1901  Double  Eagle 
1901  MS-65  'PCXiSi.  Brilliant.  Not  .i  rantw  luit  eei- 
tainly  a  worthwhile  .uklitnu)  to  a  goin  repe  set  3.')5i! 
1902-S  MS-62  I  PCXiS).  Brilliant.  Oiir  otFering  of 
iloiible  eagles  is  tar  ranging  aiul  ineliides  nianv  dates 
and  niintniarks.  Use  this  listing  to  start  a  eolleetion  tif 
this  large,  iinpressiee.  and  beautiful  series  or  to  .idd  one 
to  a  eolleetion  you  already  have.  Either  wav.  qtialitt' 

and  value  are  in  the  offing .  S2.5 

1903  MS-64  (NCiUi.  Brilliant .  l.ii.Su 

1903  MS-63  iNCiCi.  Brilliant . 

Gem  1904  Double  Eagle 

1904  MS-65  (PCXiSi.  Blazing  lustre.  .A  superb  eoin  that 

would  gi'aee  anv  rvpe  set .  2.(oi ' 

1904  MS-64  (NCiC'.  Brilliant .  S"5 

1904  MS-64  tPeXiS).  Brilliant .  S7.5 

1904  MS-63  i PCXiS).  Brilliant .  (i45 

1904  MS-62  (NXiCi.  Brilliant . 4')5 

I ')' 14  .VlS-(i I  (NCiC'j.  Brilliant .  43‘) 

l‘)ii4  Ay-.5S  (PCXiS).  Lightly  toned.  Pedigreed  to  the 

■Rainy  Day  C'olleetion.  ' .  4I‘) 

1904-S  MS-64  i  NCiC'i.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  I .  I')5 

1904-S  MS-63  (NCiC).  Bnlluint .  (.45 

I')ii4-S  .AU-5.S  (Pc'CiS).  Brilliant .  425 

I')ii4-S  AU-5.5 . , .  ,'i')5 

l')i)4-S  AU-55  iPCXiSi .  41')  ' 

1906  AU-58  (PCCiS) .  5')5 

1906-S  MS-62  (PCXiS).  Brilliant .  (..5') 

Choice  Proof  1907  Liberty  Double  Eagle 

1907  Liberty.  Proof-64  iPcXiSi.  Deep  and  retleetive 

vellow  gold  fields  with  lustrous  eaiiteo  deviees.  .An  ex- 
eeptioii.il  ehoiee  Proofwith  an  extremely  high  degree 
ofaesthetie  appeal.  A  leiy  impressive  eoin  of  great  ini- 
portanee.  One  t.f  the  highliglus  of  the  present  offer¬ 
ing .  34.')5ii 


1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  iPC'CiSi .  (.  5 

1909  AU-58  PCXiS).  Bnlliant .  "')5 

1910  MS-63  (PC'CiSi.  .A  diffieult  Plnl.idelphia  .Mint  date 

to  find  in  ehoiee  eoiidition .  (i')5 

Gem  1910-D  Double  Eagle 
1910-D  MS-65  iPC'CiSi.  \'erv  se.iree  in  gem  eondi- 
tion .  2.~‘)5 

1910- D  MS-64  (NC  iC '..  Brilliant .  N.5ii 

Lustrous  191 1  S20  Gold 

1911  MS-63  d’CXiS),  Brilliant .  I..5').5 

1911  AU-55  I  PC'CIS).  Bnlliant .  (i5ii 

1911- D  MS-64  riXXiSi .  "5ii 

1911-D  MS-63  (PC'CiSi.  Brilliant .  5"5 

1912  MS-63 .  ')')5 


Lovely  1913-D  Double  Eagle 

1913-D  MS-64  (PCX  iSi.  .Medium  vellow  gold  with  the 
ehoiee  lustre  ot  a  higher-graded  speeimen.  Bnglit  and 
tuli  ot  eve  appeal .  I  .A'A 


Nice  1914  S20 

1914  MS-64  I  PC'CiS'i.  Lo\  ely  medium  yellow  gold  w  ith 
rieh  eoppeiy  peripheral  toning.  E.xeellent  lustre  and  a 
sharp  strike  make  this  a  really  superb  speeimen  ot  the 


issue .  2.  5ii 

1914-D  MS-63  (PC  CiS).  Brilliant .  5‘5 

1914-S  MS-64  (PC  CiS) .  ‘An 

1914- S  MS-63  (PC'CiSi.  Brilliant .  55(1 

l')|4-S  .MS-(.2  (NCiC  .  Brilliant .  455 

Gem  1915-S  Double  Eagle 

1915- S  MS-65  (PCXiS).  Bright  yellow gold  with  olive 

irideseenee .  l.')')5 

1915-S  MS-64  .PCCiSi.  Bnlliant  and  beautiful.  .  (i‘)5 
1915-S  MS-63  (PUCiSi.  Brilliant .  .55ii 


Frosty  and  Beautiful  1920  S20 
1920  MS-64  (PCXiS).  Brilliant.  .An  upper  eehelon 
speeimen  of  the  I  ‘)2( '  double  e.igle.  a  date  whieh  when 
seen  is  tisuallv  in  sigmfieaiitly  lower  grade.  .\  ftiiJ  for 

the  S.imt-C  i.iudeiis  speei.ilist .  3.“.5i  i 

1922  MS-64  (PC  CiS I . (.')5 

1922  MS-63  (NCiC).  Brilliant .  545 

1922  MS-63  (PCCiS) .  545 

1922  MS-62  (PCXiS).  Brilliant .  4')5 

l‘)22  .AU-5S  (NCiC'i.  Brilliant .  4'.5 

1923  MS-64  (PCXIS) .  ~5ii 

1923  MS-63  (PCXIS) .  545 

Superb  Gem  1924  S20 

1924  MS-66  (PCXIS).  Brilliant .  I  .S')5 

1924  MS-65  (NXiCi.  Brilliant . ')')5 

1924  MS-65  (PCXiS).  Brilliant .  ')')5 

1924  MS-64  (PCXIS).  Brilliant .  (.'5 

.\  11111  of  I’hil.klelphi.i  .Mint  double  eagles  I  ')22  to  l')2.'s 
is.iple.isureioowii — aiuLoii  lod.u's  market,  sueli  eon  is. ire 
t]uice  inexpensive.  L'se  tins  listing  to  aetjuire  some  re.ilK 
high  etu.ility  eoinsi 

1924  MS-63  (PCCIS).  Bright  mediuin  vellow  gold. 545 

1924  MS-62  (PCXiS).  Brilli.mt . . ' .  4')5 

l')24  .MS-(.I  (PCXiS).  Brilliant .  4.3') 

1925  MS-64  (PCXiS) .  (.')5 

1925  MS-63  (PCCiSi.  Brilliant .  5(>5 

1926  MS-65  (PCXiS).  Brilliant .  I.l')5 

1926  MS-64  (PCXiS) .  OA 


Superb  Gem  1927  Double  Eagle 


1927  MS-66  (PCXiS) .  l..S')5 

1927  MS-65  I  NCiC).  Brilliant .  ')‘)5 

1927  MS-64.  Bnlliant.  Ltistrous  and  vert  attractive.  (CA 

1927  .MS-64  (PCCiS).  Brilliant . . (-75 

1927  MS-64  (NCiC).  Brilliant .  c>“5 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant  medium  yellow  and  olive-gold 

with  e.xeellent  lustre .  545 

1927  MS-63  (PCCiS).  Brilliant .  545 

1927  MS-62  (NCiC).  Brilliant .  4')5 


Choice  Mint  State  1907-D  S20 
1907-D  MS-64  (PCXiS).  IVlediuni  yellow  gold  with  full 
unbroken  lustre.  C  ihoice  for  the  grade  and  veiv  pleas¬ 


ing .  I  .')').5 

1907-S  MS-60  (PCCiS).  Brilliant .  4').5 


Scunt'GiUidens  Double  Eagles 


Spectacular  MCMVII  High  Relief  S20 
MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-66  (PCCiS). 
Breathtaking  bright  medium  vellow  gold  with  full 
lustre.  By  iiearK'  all  suiwevs  this  is  considered  to  be  the 
most  beautiful  .American  coin  design  ever  made  tor 
circulation.  From  the  original  mintage  ot  ll.2.5ii 
pieces,  several  thousand  survive.  However,  nearh'  all 
are  m  grades  from  EF  to  MS-(i2  or  .MS-to.  with  con¬ 
siderably  fewer  at  higher  levels.  With  the  .\lS-(-C>  des¬ 
ignation  the  .\lC.\l\'il  IS  a  notable  ranty.  Bevond  its 
considerable  beautv.  the  com  is  desirable  for  its  con¬ 
nection  with  liiston — as  the  motif  was  commissioiied 
by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt .  52. A' " ' 

Another  Praiseworthy  Mint  State 
High  Relief  Double  Eagle 
MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-63  iPCXiSl.  Fulh 
struck  and  lustrous  with  ideal  medium  yellow  gold 
surfaces,  thie  of  the  most  desirable  coins  in  the 
.American  senes  in  an  admirable  state  ot  presen  ation. 
If.  vou  have  alwav'  desired  a  spectacular  specimen  ot 
this  coin,  perhaps  now  is  the  time:  .  l')..5i  n  i 

Gem  Arabic  Numeral  1907  S20 
1907  Saint-Gaudens,  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-65 

I  PCCiS).  Rich  lustrous  medium  vellow  gold  with  rosv 
and  pale  gold  highlights.  Bright  with  excellent  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  .A  choice  specimen  of  this  first  war  issue. 2.4.5o 
1907  Saint-Gaudens.  MS-63  (PCClS).  Brilli.mt.  '*.5 


ail  to  Order:  800-222-599} 


Superb  Gem  1928  Double  Eagle 


1928  MS-65  (PCCiSi.  Brilli.mt . .* . -...  '"(A 

1928  MS-64  (PCCiS) .  (-')5 

1928  MS-63  (PCCiS) .  545 


COMMEMORATIVE 
SILVER  COINS 


Gem  Isabella  Quarter 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-65  (PCCiSi. 
.Mosth-  brilli.mt  with  a  whisper  of  golden  peripheral 

toning .  .3.(-.5ii 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-63.  Light  iridescent 

surtaces .  S2') 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  (-"') 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-60  t.ANACSi.  Bril¬ 
li.mt .  5')5 

i^L.MITN  ;  T\w  litmuiN  .iikI  Murcn.i  Jifforcnuc!  F«‘r 
»»\vr  4.^  \c.un.  viiku  «>ur  touiKiin^  m  l'>.AC  \\v  h.uv  Ivcn 
suppK  iii^ihokc.  r.uv..inJ  intuivsiini: ii)k.cn>.  inoii- 
.li^.  .inJ  p.ipor  Mic'iiov  til  Jisunimn.itinu'  i.ollui  tor>.  viv.Mli.'rN. 
.iikl  imi>oiun>.  iGjiuilny  t>  nnpcirt.uit  to  \ou.  \ou’\v  loniu 
to  the  n^lit  pl.k'c.  Let  iis  help  \ou  luulJ  a  Itnc  lolluition 
1  onibininc  e\i client  i|U.iht\  .inJ  \  .iluc  tor  the  pruv  p.iul. 

Gem  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 
Fantastic  Toning 

1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-65  iHCtlSl.  A  t.in- 
ustk'  With  ^i>rizct>us  li^luly  um\.\\  lusm>ik  Mir- 
Kuvs  hiizhli^luod  with  .1  h.ilo  ot  jiui  bUic 
peripheral  teimni: — a  virtual  nuini>inaiu  art  displav! 


This  &  That 

TREASURE  NEWS  (1925  style):  “All  along  the  coast  of  southeastern  Florida  in  1925, 
a  string  of  remarkable  discoveries  occurred.  At  one  new  beachfront  resort  after  another, 
press  agents  announced  the  discovery  of  gold— not  little  flakes  of  gold  but  buried  treasure; 
doubloons,  pieces  of  eight,  gold  bullion.  The  flacks  even  identified  the  pirates  responsible. 
Boca  Raton  had  been  Blackbeard's  hideaway,  they  said.  Another  resort  had  been  Captain 
Kidd's.  Sir  Henry  Morgan,  the  Lafitte  brothers,  even  Sir  Francis  Drake,  had  all  apparently 
hidden  treasure  in  South  Florida.  Prospective  buyers  of  beachfront  lots  were  encouraged  to 
buy  now,  then  recoup  their  investment  by  digging  for  gold  on  their  own  little  strip  of 
paradise.”  (Doug  Stewart,  “The  Madness  that  Swept  Miami,”  Smithsonian— about  the  great 
land  boom  of  the  1920s) 

•  •  • 

KEEPING  UP:  Your  editor  does  not  always  keep  up  on  current  numismatic  proceedings, 
.  and  thus,  it  was  a  surprise  to  read  this  comment  from  Paul  Green  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Numismatic  News:  “The  government  tried.  In  1996  there  was  a  special  dime  produced  at 
West  Point  to  commemorate  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Roosevelt  dime.  The  new  dime 
generated  some  interest,  as  there  had  never  been  a  Roosevelt  dime  produced  at  West  Point, 
but  the  interest  seemed  to  be  limited  to  the  1 996-W  Roosevelt  dime  itself  and  did  not  really 
create  a  significant  increase  in  collector  interest  in  the  Roosevelt  dime  series.  It  probably 
surprised  some  that  the  special  coin  did  not  create  many  collectors,  but  where  the  Roosevelt 
dime  is  concerned,  finding  large  numbers  of  collectors  has  always  been  something  of  a 
problem.”  Not  being  familiar  with  this  particular  coin,  but  seeing  when  illustrated  larger  than 
life  in  the  article,  I  looked  further  and,  presto,  indeed,  it  is  listed  here  and  there  and  all  around, 
including  in  the  Guide  Book. 

•  •  • 

SAUL TEiCHMAN  WRITES:  “During  the  1 940s,  and  to  some  extent  1 950s.  a  number 
of  the  leading  auction  firms  used  ‘stock  photos’  to  illustrate  gold  and  other  coins.  Thus  the 
illustration  of  a  specific  rarity  would  be  used  again  and  again,  even  if  the  specific  coins  in  a 
given  sale  were  different  from  those  pictured.”  Ed.  note:  B.  Max  Mehl  and  the  Numismatic 
Gallery  were  especially  fond  of  recycling  their  illustrations. 


You  vcuild  xiiiA  vv  1 1 1(1  dirt'eroiit  xpoviiiiciix  ofteml  for 
vile  .It  tile  .MS-(>5  Icwl  .iiul  not  (IikI  .i  siiiitlv  pieve  tli.it 
will  iii.iteh  the  eve  .ippe.il  of  this,  A  wn'  xpeei.il  op¬ 
portunity  to  .lequire  one  of  the  most  he.iutiful  ex- 
.iinples  of  this  kev  eoiniiieiiior.itive  th.it  we  luve  e\'er 
h.iiKlled .  12.')5ii 

Gem  1900  Lafayette  SI 

1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-65  (BUGS).  Lus- 
troux  with  .ittnietive  iridexeeiit  toning.  .A  xpleiidid 
xpeeinien  of.i  qu.ilin,’  seldom  seen.  Lueky  you!  We've 
been  so  exeited  .ibout  the  good  buys  in  the  eom- 
meiiior.itive  iii.irket — espeei.illy  for  gems  of  h.md- 
pieked  i.]U.ilitv — th.it  we've  re.illy  t.ikeii  .i  "position" 
hv  pureh.isiiig.ill  the  gre.it  eoiiis  we  e.iii  find.  Now.  you 
e.in  own  them— iiielndiiig  this  be.uin  l .  In.'lAn 

Lustrous  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 
1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-65  (BCX  iS).  Bnlli.int 
.ind  lustrous.  (.Sue  of  the  top  dozen  or  two  weX'e  h.id  in 
stoek  ill  reeeiit  ye.irs — .iiid  .is  we  .ire  known  tor  our  love 


ofeommemor.iti\  es.  this  is  ./mre  .i  stutemeiit!  ..  b  i.‘)5i  i 
1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-62  (BUGS).  Light 
golden  surfiees . . .  ')')5 


TRADITION  Hsersiiiee  I  '*5.' we  li.iw  been  doiiig\vli.it 
we  do  best — t-.irefulK-  bluing  eiuiiee.  r.iiv.  .ind  tlesiiMble 
eoiiis,  pneing  ilieni  to  be  good  v.iliies.  .iiul  of'ering  them  to 
dedie.ited  niiniisin.uists.  .Mong  the  w.n  we  li.ive  helped 
build  most  of  the  "gi'e.if'  eolleetioiis  formed  during  the  Lite 
2*  itlweiituiv.  .ind  ni.inv  tliouviiulsofsin.iller  holdings.  .All 
t  if  tills  h.is  been  wiy  enjoy.ible  li>r  tis.  ,\nd.  we  like  to  think 
th.it  It  h.is  been  etju.illy  enjoy.ible  f  »r  onr  elients. 

Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 
1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  iBCGS).  Brilli.mt.  l')ne 
of  the  se.ireer  h.ilfdoll.irs  m  this  gi-.ide  e.itegory.  Most 
.Al.ib.mi.i  speeimeiis  show  light  we.ir  or  .ire  in  lower 

•Mint  Suite  levels .  2.75ii 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (BUGS).  Brilli.iiit.,S')5 

Marvelous  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 
1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-66  (NGC).  BrillLiiit  .md  lus¬ 
trous.  .A  truly  rem.irk.ible  eom.  .i  pieee  th.it  will  be  .i 
highlight  of  even  tlie  most  .idv.ineed  eommemorative 
e.ibinet .  ().,35i' 

Remarkable  Alabama  2X2  30c 
1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65  iNGC).  Brilli.iiit.2.*5ii 
1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64  (BCGiS).  Brilli.iiit.  Lus¬ 
trous  .md  .Ittnietive.  .A  lot  of  value  awaits  you  in  the 
.MS-(>4 grade .  l.u.Au 

1936  Albany.  MS-66  (BOGS).  Light  golden  surfiees. 

.A  \'ery  popular  eoin.  and  one  with  an  interesting  stoiy. 
The  artist.  Gertiiide  Lathrop.  kept  a  live  beaver  in  her 
studio  while  modeling  this  eoin .  (>5') 

l'),36  Alb.inv.  MS-6.5  (BUGS).  Brilliant .  .34') 

l').3(i  .Albany.  MS-(i4  (BGGS).  Brilliant .  2(i') 

l'),3(i  .Albany.  .MS-(4  (BGGS).  .Mostly  brilliant  with  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  penpheral  toning . 26') 

Superb  Gem  1937  Antietam 

1937  Antietam.  MS-67  (BUGS).  Brilliant .  I..5.5ii 

B'.i''  .Antietam.  .MS-(i6  (BUGS).  Brilliant . )3“5 

1937  Antietam.  MS-65  iBGGSi.  Brilliant . 825 

l').3(i-D  .Arkansas.  .MS-()4  (BGGS).  Light  golden  sur- 

faees .  ')“ 

l').3s  .Arkansas.  .MS-(i4  (BGGS).  Brilliant .  IS') 

l').3S  .Arkansas.  .Ms-(i.3  (BUGS),  Bnlliant .  I(i') 

l').3S-L)  .Arkansas.  .M.S-(i4  (BGGS).  Brilliant .  ls>) 

l').3.S-S  .Arkansas.  .MS-6.3  (BUGS).  Brilliant .  1.3') 

l').3')  .Arkansas.  .MS-(4  (BUGS).  Lightiv  toned.  Gheek  the 
low  mintage  on  this  issue  and  then  the  re.isoii.ihle  pntx . 

Isn't  It  amazing  that  the  eoin  e.in  lx-  Knight  tor . 3|') 

I  ').3')-l')  .Arkansas.  .MS-i)4  (BUt  IS).  Brilliant  with  pleas¬ 
ing  peripheral  toning  of  amber  and  rose.  \'er\  low 

mintage . 31'i 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-66  i  BC'GSi.  Bright  and  hnl- 
liaiit .  5')5 


1').3(>-S  Bay  Bridge,  .MS-(i5  (BGGS).  Brilliant  with  hints 
of  mild  toning  around  the  rim  of  the  obverse.  ..  2')i 

l').36-S  Bav  Bridge.  .MS-64  (BGGS).  Brilli.mr .  UA 

l').35  Boone.  .MS-(o  (BGGS).  Brilliant . <■') 

1935-D  Boone  with  Small  1934.  MS-64  (NGG  . 
Brilliant.  Duly  2.iii)ii  of  these  were  distributed,  ere- 
atiiig  a  notable  rariU'  at  the  tune  ot  issue.  Sinee  then 
the  ranty  has  iiiereased  as  speeimeiis  have  beeome  lost, 
strayed,  or  damaged.  The  eommemorative  market  is 
eiitieiiigly  low  at  the  moment,  ereatiiig  oppomimnes 
that  haven’t  been  seen  in  years!  What  possibilities 
await  vou!  .  525 

Pleasing  1935-S  Boone  with  Date  Added 
1935-S  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-66  iN(X  . 
Brilliant  with  nice  subdued  lustre  and  good  eve  ap¬ 
peal.  Gtnlv  2.1  II 14  stniek.  few ofwhieh  suivived  in  this 

state .  I.')5ii 

l').3S  Boone.  .MS-(i5  (BUGS).  Bnlliant  and  lustrous 
Suggestion:  Take  out  a  eopv  ot  .-1  ( liiii/e  Booh  o!  f  inreJ 
.Suite.-  (.'oiih  and  elieek  the  niint.iges  fir  the  various 
eommemoratives  of  the  ''ekissie"  IS')2-I‘)54  era. 
Then  elieek  the  pnees  fir  whieh  we  offer  these  eoiiis. 

.Many  superb  values  await  yon .  45') 

l').3S  Boone,  .MS-(i.5  (NGC).  Brilli.mt.  Be.uitifil  and 
rare .  45') 

Outstanding  Gem  1938-D  Boone  50c 
1938-D  Boone.  MS-67  (BUGS).  Bnlliant. ind  lustrous 
with  light  irideseenee  and  imm.ieul.ite  surfiees.  .A 

speet.ieul.ir  speeimen  of  the  issue .  2. 1  ')5 

1938-D  Boone.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilli.iiit  and  lustrous 
with  attr.ieiive  but  subtle  toning  around  the  periph¬ 
ery . .  I .  I  ')5 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  5S5 

W  e  iK\.i\s  tiv  Co  keep  a  iiiee  seleeiioii  oI  Bridgeport s  on 
liaiKi:  Its  popiil.iriiy  is  perhaps  tlue  to  its  iituisLi.ii  eoiiibin.i- 
tioii  ot' tenipor.il  designs:  the  gre.it  sliow  iii.iii  wli,,  iloin- 
islied  111  the  iiiii.l-l‘)t!i-,eiitur\'jiixt.iposetl  by  .i  I'l.io,  ,\ri 
I  )eeo  e.igle. 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-66  (BCCiS) .  5s5 

l')25-S  Ualifiniia Jubilee,  .MS-(i4  (N('iC).  Brilliant.  This 
was  B.  .Max  .Melil's  fivonte  eommemor.itne  design 
when  he  wrote  a  booklet  about  the  series  in  l').3".  3ii‘i 
l')52  Garver- Washington,  .MS-64  (BUGS).  Brilliant.  I') 

l')52  Garver-Wasliington.  .MS-(),3.  Brilliant .  I* 

l')52-D  U.irver- Washington.  .MS-(i4.  Brilliant . S5 

l').3(i  Glevel.ind.  .MS-(i5  i  NGCl.  Niee  lustrous  gr.iv  and 

gold . 1...  22') 

l').3(iGlevelaiKl.  .MS-(o  (BUGS).  Brilliant  obverse  with 

gold.  rose,  and  blue  toning  on  the  reverse .  22‘) 

l').3(i  Glevel.iiid.  ,MS-(i5  (BCGSi.  Brilliant  with  exeel- 
leiit  lustre .  22'* 

I  )!siribiite-l  b\*  Flioiii-is  G.  Melisii.  w  Iio  also  tfistribiiis.l 
the  I  'i.'ir  ( 'iiieiiiii.iti  li.ilfdoll.iiv.  .Altlioiigli  the  b.ilfdoll.irs 
pert.niietf  U'  I 'level.iiuL  tlistnbiitioii  w.is  from  Xl.lisli's 
(  ill,  iiiii.iti  ol'fue  oser  2"o  miles  ,iu.i\  n  the  Keimi.ks 
bt>r,ler 

I ').3(>-D  Columbia.  .MS-(i(i  i BGGS).  Brilliant .  3Bi 

l').3(i-|)  Golumbi.i.  MS-(i5  (BUGS).  Bnlliant .  225 

1').3(>-S  Golumbi.i.  .MS-(,(,  (BGGSi.  Light  golden  sur- 
fiees .  .3B) 

l‘).3(>-S  Uolumbi.i.  .MS-(.i.  BUGS  .  Deep.milvrpenph- 
er.ii  toiling . 3|'i 

Superb  Gem  1892  Columbian 
1892  Columbian.  MS-66  (BGGS).  Light  eh.imp.igne 
surfiees.  .Not  rare  hi  lower  grades,  but  in  .MS-(i(i  it  i- 
an  eyebrow  -raiser.  .A  superb  gem  that  is  bound  to  at- 
traet  atteiitioii — what  a  grand  way  to  begin  a  set  of' 

I S')2- 1 ')54  el.issie  eommemoratives!  .  2.l5'i 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65  iNGGj.  Lightlv  toned.  s"3 

IS'i2  Goliinibian.  .MS-(.4  i NGC).  Bnili.int .  22A 

|S‘i2  Goliimbian.  .AU-5S.  Brilliant .  22 

Superb  Gem  1893  Columbian  HalfDollar 

1893  Columbian.  MS-661  NGC).  Brilliant  eenters  w  ith 

amber  peripheral  toning . 2.4.5o 
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1893  Columbian.  MS-6S  (PCXiS).  Bcaiititlil  mottled 
irideteeiit  shades  blue.  rose,  and  olive,  likely  from 
long-tenii  storage  in  the  original  leather  pouches  in 
which  these  coins  were  sold .  I  .o.3i  i 

Impressive  and  Choice  1936  Elgin  50c 
1936  Elgin.  MS-67  (PC(  IS).  Liglit  golden  surfices.  1 .475 
.Autiuirized  in  In.Vi  for  an  .ninisxTsars  th.it  h.ul  already 
taken  place  m  I'l.VS;  profits  Iri'in  the  vile  ot'diis  issue  svent 
toward  the  work  on  a  statue  in  hlgiii.  w  Iiich  to  tliis^lay  has 
not  Iseen  erectesl. 

1936  Elgin.  MS-6.5.  BTilliant .  295 

Select  Gem  1922  Grant  50c 
1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Remarkable  qual- 

irv  for  this  early  commemorative  issue .  1 .9.5i  i 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Not  at  all 
easy  to  find  at  the  gem  level.  Probably  9.5"n  or  more 
of  known  specimens  are  in  grades  below  this  1 . 125 

Choice  1922  Grant  50p  With  Star 
1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
Among  early  commemorative  half  dollars  this  is  the 
great  classic  (although  much  about  it  has  been  forgot¬ 
ten  today).  Very  scarce  in  this  high  grade. .  2.595 

The  star  had  no  Instoricai  or  otlier  meaning  e.scept  to 
treate  a  different  \-ariety.  In  .Vlint  State  this  is  the  rarest 
coininemorative  half  dollar  today. 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bnlliantand 


rare .  1.175 

1928  Hawaiian.  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfices.  The 
hardest  to  find  basic  design  rvpe  of  the  1 892- 1 954 
commemorative  half  dollar  series .  1 . 1 .5i  i 


Gem  1935  Hudson  Half  Dollar 
1935  Hudson.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a 
hint  of  toning.  Choice!  Cine  of  the  key  issues  in  the, 

series .  1 .499 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  subtle 
champagne  iridescence  and  outstanding  lustre  for  the 
grade . . . ; .  <S2.5 

1924  Huguenot-Walloon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1.295 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  pewter  gray 
with  full  unbroken  lustre.  Choice  for  the  grade. 
Comes  with  original  wooden  box  ofissue.  a  fascinat¬ 
ing  association  piece  and  the  beginning  of  an  excel¬ 


lent  educational  exhibit .  695 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65  (PCCiS).  Bnlliant.499 
1936  Long  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 


Impressive  1936  Lynchburg  50c 
1936  Lynchburg.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  ex- 
traordinaty  lustre  and  immaculate  surtaces.  A  beauti¬ 
ful  specimen  of  this  issTfiT that  would  never  reciuire 

upgrading .  1 .575 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  695 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  695 

tlriginally  envisioned  to  circulate  at  lace  salue  to  pro¬ 
mote  Maine;  oneoftwoctinnneinor.itis'esctmnected  u  ith 
tliiN  state  ( York  C  lounty  is  the  other).  It  is  not  known 
who  (/I’.'tct/ed  this  coin,  although  .Anthonv  de  Francisci 


prepared  the  models  from  the  design. 

1929  Maine.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brikint .  295 

1934  Maryland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  gray 
iridescence.  Excellent  unbroken  lustre  and  superb  eye 

appeal .  1.9,59 

1934  MaryLind.  MS-6,5  (PCGS).  Brilli.tnt .  319 

1934  Maryland.  MS-63 .  149 


Gem  1921  Missouri 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightgolden  ton¬ 
ing  encircled  with  deep  orange  at  the  rims  with  a  hint  of 
blue.  Cine  ofthe  most  beautitiil  specimens  we  have  ever 
seen — a  very  meaningful  statement  as  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  we  have  had  far  more  than  our  share 


ofbeautitiil  conunemoratives  over  the  years!  ....  6.759 
1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  ofthe 
kev  issues  ofthe  series . 925 


Gem  1923-S  Monroe  Half  Dollar 
1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  ( NGC).  Lustrous  and  frostv. 
Really  a  nice  specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  difficult  to 
obtain  so  choice  (although  it  is  very  common  in  much 
lower  grades) .  2.959 

Superb  Gem  1923-S  Monroe  Half  Dollar 
1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  froyty 
devices  and  full  lustre,  in  fact,  this  is  the  nicest  and 


most  immaculate  .Vlonroe  we  can  recall  seeing!  Light 
amber  toning  complements  its  brilliant  fields.  We 
don't  usually  charge  different  prices  for  coins  in  the 
same  condition,  but  this  specimen  is  truly  a  premium 
example  within  its  grade  level.  Worthy  of  inclusion  in 
the  finest  cabinet  of  commemorative  halves.  .  3.9.5i  i 

1923-S  Monroe.  .MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  439 

This  iii.iy  be  the  uglie^t  ot'  the  early  t ninnienuir.itive 
designs — but  Is  necessary  to  li.we.is.i  foiloroiiitr.ist  toiv/io 
designs,  whieh  by  delinition  are  nicer. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant, 995 

In  lnii5-tt  ( leorge  .VI.  Cohan's  hit  song.  "/'I'lrj'./ire 
Miinirofroin  Bi0iuiir,iy. '' made  t'uii  of  this  town,  iinich  to  the 
displeasureofthose  w  ho  Ih  ed  there.  Tosl.iy.  New  Rochelle 
appreciates  the  distinction,  and  there  is  a  sign  to  this  effect 
on  the  platform  ofthe  toimiiLiter  rail  station, 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Mostlv  brilliant  with 

a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims .  595 

The  issuers  made  imich  ofthe  tact  that  the  British  crow  n 
w  .isdepicretlon  tins,  an  .American  coin;  tins  coin  w.isilatetl 
l‘i.s(^despue  the  tact  that  it  w  .isiiot.uitliorizetl  by  t  'oiigress 
iiiitil  In.i7;  this  coin  be.ns  tiw  slates  as  part  of'tlie  tlesign, 
none  of  which  is  the  il.ite  otimiitage. 

1936  Norfolk.  .MS-66  (PCC'iS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces .  479‘ 

1925  Norse-American  Medal.  Thick,  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Bnlliant  and  lustrous.  While  not  properly  a  coin,  this 
medal  was  struck  at  the  U.S.  .Mint  after  congressional 
authorization  for  an  issue  in  silver  and  gold,  lames  Earle 
Fraser,  halt'ofthe  greatest  engraving  couple  in  liisroiyand 
author  ofthe  BulFalo  nickel  obverse  and  reverse,  designed 
the  medal  and  accomplished  the  dies.  Many  commemo¬ 
rative  collectors  include  these  medals  in  their  sets.  Very 
interesting  and  difficult  to  ItK'ate  this  nice .  445 

1925  Norse-American  Medal.  Thick.  .MS-64  (PCGS). 

Pewter  gray  with  amber  iridescence .  239 

1926  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightlv  toned.  ..  545 
This  issue  commemor.ucs  lui  p.irtn.  ul.ir  d.ite.iimis  ersaiy 

(such  .is.Sl  Ith.  Iiiiifh.  etc.);  this  was  the  first  ofthe  extemled 
series  (if  commemor.itives  that  were  considered  exploit¬ 
ative  by. collectors.  However,  in  this  instance,  collectors 
have  enjoyetl  the  experience.  .A  few  years  agti  members  of 
the  Soeiety  for  U.S.  Commemoratiw  C  loins  voteti  this  .is 
their  fivorite  ilesigii.  in  l')‘l*l  the  Bureau  ofthe  .Mint 
.tnnounceti  that  a  pl.uiue  with  this  design  wotiM  be  among 
those  put  on  the  facade  ofits  new  lie.ukiuarters  being  built 
in  Washington. 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCCiS).  Brilliant .  1 99 

1928  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1 .275 

1928  Oregon.  .MS-66(NGC).  Bnlliant.  We  just  bought 
a  little  cache  of  these — each  one  hand-selected  for 
quality.  Ifyou  would  like  to  biw  five  pieces,  take  a  5‘'n 
discount  from  our  single-coin  price  of.  each  ....  379 
1933-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  iridescent 
surtaces.  Distributed  at  the  Centurv  ot  Progress  Ex¬ 
position  held  in  Chicago  this  year .  ~29 

1933- D  Oregon,  .MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  455 

1934- D  Oregon.  M%-66  (PCGS).  Lightlv  toned. (i49 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  .  419 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  595 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  249 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  249 

i937-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant .  199 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-611.  Brilliant .  145 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  175 

1939  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lovely 

gold  highlights  at  the  peripheries  which  gives  the  re¬ 
verse  sunset  an  appearance  of  Technicolor  realism.  No 
impainnents  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  This  is  an  im¬ 
pressive  specimen  from  the  last  ye.ir  of  one  tif  the  most 
beautiful  and  popular  commemoratives . 959 

1939  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Check  out  the  low  mintage  on  this  issue .  549 

Superb  Gem  1939-D  Oregon  Half  Dollar 
1939-D  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Incredibly 

low  mintage!  .  1 .695 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Dusky  silver  grav 
mottled  with  gold  in  a  most  eye-appealing  way.  695 
1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise. 439 

”  Superb  Gerri  Panama-Pacific  Half  Dollar 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhantand 
Ix-autihil.  One  ofthe  nicest  we've  ever  seen!  A  verv  his¬ 
toric  issue,  produced  to  commemorate  the  opening  of 
the  Pananu  Canal  (in  19 14)  and  the  rebirth  ofSan  Fran¬ 
cisco  after  the  earthquake  and  fire  of  1996 .  4.35(+ 

Gem  Panama-Pacific  Half  Dollar 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 


with  tinges  of  light  gold.  A  very  attractive  specimen, 
which  incidentally  has  a  repunched  mintmark  tar  north 


(Breen-7432).  Difficult  to  find  so  choice . 3. 1 .59 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
classic . ; . . .  1.425 


t  Iriginally.  it  w  as  liopesi  to  bring  a  ste.mi-pow  ered  coin¬ 
ing  press  to  the  Exposition  griniiKls  to  strike  commemor.i- 
twe  h.iKes  on  the  spot,  but  this  proved  uiifcMsible. 

19  L5-S  Panama-Pacific.  .MS-fil  (AN ACS).  Soft  mottled 
tones  of  orange  and  silver-blue .  429 

Superb  Gem  1920  Pilgrim  Half  Dollar 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-66  ( PC(  IS).  Light  rose  surtaces.  I  .(i95 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  575 

1929  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  149 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bright  and  fully  lus- 

n'ous  with  subtle  color.  The  mintage  is  but  a  fractioii 
ot  that  of  its  1 929-dated  counterpiart  .  745 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  585 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nice  silver 

gray  . ! .  219 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  995 

1937  Roanoke.  .VlS-()5  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  249 

The  bizarre  looking  collar  R.ilegli  (as  lie  Iniiiself  most . 
frei.|ueiitK'  •.pelled  liisii.nne)  sports  on  tlnscoiinneiiior.itis  e 
is  calletl  ,1  Hitt.  .i  word  whose  etymology  is  thought  to 
descend  from  the  w  oixl  tit///c.  Tlies'  w  ere  principally  sew  ii 
tit  laceor  nuislin  aiitt  worn  heavily  starcheii  throughout  the 
If  Ith  aiitl  t7th  centuries.  William  the  Sileiit.ilso  wears  one 


on  the  1924  Hugtieiiot-W.illotni  hall'tloll.ir. 

1936  Robinson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  849 

1936-D  San  Diego.  .MS-6,5  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  I  15 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surtaces .  595 


1926  Sesquicentennial,  .AU-.5S  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  125 

Superb  Spanish  Trail  Half  Dollar 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-67  (PCCiS).  Light  champagne 
surtaces.  One  ofthe  key  issues  for  a  commemorative 
type  set.  Cinly  1 1  i.i « ii  i  were  minted . .' .  2,975 

Superb  Gem  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightgolden  sur¬ 
faces .  1.625 

Beautiful  1935  Spanish  Trail  Half  Dollar 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 

surtaces .  1.625 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1.275 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  toningand 

superb  lustre .  1 .275 

The  Spanish  Trail  halftloll.ir  le.iiures  one  ofthe  most 
simple  ainl  poignant  designs  in  the  commeinoratis'e  series, 
designed  by  L.W.  Hoffecker.  w  ho  went  on  to  become 
president  ofthe  .American  Numismatic  Association. 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1.145 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  AU-55 .  85ii 

1925  Stone  .Mountain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 

just  a  touch  of  light  reverse  toning,  typical  for  this  is¬ 
sue  released  on  cardboard  backing  flats .  225 

1925  Stone  .Mountain.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS),  Brilliant .  595 

1936-D  Te.xas.  MS-66  (PCCiS).  Brilliant .  249 

1936-D  Te.xas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  249 

1936- D  Te.xas.  M.S-6.5  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned. ...  175 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silvery-gray 

with  mottled  amber  and  cotfee-colored  toning  domi¬ 
nating  on  the  well  struck  reverse .  175 

1938  Te.xas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  285 

1948-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS). 

Brilliant .  575 

195  1-D  Booker  T.  Washington  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 425 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant .  875 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-6.5  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  superb 

lustre . ; . ; .  259 


COMMEMORATIVE 
GOLD  COINS 


charming  Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
1922  Grant.  Plain,  gold  dollar.  MS-65.  (PCGS).  Very 
nice  lustre.  Only  .5.(  H  H I  were  stinck.  A  splendid  speci¬ 


1 


Buy  Online!  did  Online!  Books  Online! 
www.lpowersandmerena.com 


For  all  of  your  rare  coin  needs,  visi-t: 
bowersandmerena.com.  Not  only  do  we  have  a  world- 
class  staff  of  professionals  at  your  fingertips  by 
phone,  we  also  have  one  of  the  most  frec]_uently 
visited  websites  in  cyberspace.  Hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  coin  collectors,  dealers,  and-  other 
numismatists  visit  our  online  “o.ffice”  and  we  invite 
you,  to  do  the  same.  For  a  limited  time,  log  on  to 
bowersandmerena.com  and  take  advantage  of  a 
free  trial  subscription  offer,  the  best  value  ofthe 
new  millennium! 


men  with  .i  tremeiiduus  .imouiit  ufeye  .ippe.il.  A  piece 
th.it  ix  just  right  for  the  fjstidious  connoissuer.  .  3.75i  i 

Desirable  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
1922  Grant.  With  Star  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Biilli.iiit  .ind  lovely.  Second  v.mety  ofthe  ye.ir.  with 
siiKill  st.ir  on  obverse .  2..97,5 

Splendid  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  Dollar 
1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  .md  semi-prootlike  with  rich  yellow-gold 

surfices.  Choice  eye  .ippejl .  2.695 

For  those  imerestei.1  m  the  journey  of  Lew  is  .iiui  Cl.irk 
(the  first  gre.it  .Americ.m  ro.ul  trip  in  .i  tradition  tii.it  in- 
t  lndes  de  Tocsiueville.  -  Keroti.ic  ,md  Ktiralt).  we  mtist 
recommend  (  niliiiiiiral  (.’ei/iiiycby  Stephen  Ambrose,  who 
w.is  nistrimient.il  iii  the  flirmntion  ofthe  recent  l)-IXiy 
.Museum  in  Newt  irle.tns.  Hisread.ible  n.irr.ttive  ofthe  epic 
voy.ige  includes  SIR  h  tidbits  .is  Lewis's  fivorite  nie.il  on  the 
ro.ul;  slog  iiie.it. 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . .  695 

Gem  1903  McKinley  Gold  Dollar 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase,  gold  dollar.  McKinley  por¬ 
trait.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Choice  and  lustrous . 2.995 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  .Me¬ 
dium  yellow  gold  with  iridescent  blue  and  full  lustre. 
Pleasing  and  popular .  995 

Memorable  Superb  Gem  1915-S  S2.50 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-66 

(PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  memorable  superb  gem.  a  coin 
of  breathtakingly  beautiful,  unforgettable  quality — 
standing  head  and  shoulders  above  the  typically  seen 
example.  An  item  that  will  never  need  improvement 
in  your  collection .  7.2.51) 

Lovely  Gem  Pan-Pac  Quarter  Eagle 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  A  splendid  gem 
specimen!  .  5.95ii 

1926  Sesquicentennial  Quarter  Eagle 
1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  few  gem  MS-65  coins  exist. 
Distribution  ot  grades  seems  to  be  logarithmic.  3.795 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant .  539 

Rare  1915-S  Octagonal  S50 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  S50  Octagonal.  MS-61 

(PCGS).  Brilliant.  .A  fitting  conclusion  to  our  abso¬ 
lutely  dazzling  offering  of  commemoratives!  27.51  Ml 


COMMEMORATIVE 

MEMORABILIA 

1952  Carver  Washington  Mint  Bag .  595 

Collection  of  Memorabilia  of  sculptor  Elizabeth 
Jones.  Collection  of  Ms.  Elizabeth  Jones,  appointed 
by  President  Reagan  in  1981  as  the  1  Ith  Chief  Sculp¬ 
tor  and  Engraver  ofthe  United  States  Mint.  Ms.  Jones 
was  also  the  first  woman  to  have  been  appointed  to  this 
position.  Her  artistic  ability  has  been  equaled  by  few 
others  in  America.  At  one  time  Coin  H’lir/i/  called  her 
a  modern-dav  equivalent  ofthe  legendarv  .Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens.  1.  REAGAN.  RONALD.^  Four 
Signed  photos,  color.  8  x  HI"  and  III  X  8".  Washing¬ 
ton.  November  9,  1981.  April  3i ).  1 982.  February  2. 
1 983  and  December  22.  1 988.  Each  photograph  fea¬ 
tures  President  Reagan  and  Chief  Sculptor Jones.  The 
photos  were  all  taken  at  The  White  House,  during  Ms. 
Jones'  tenn,  Sigied  by  Ronald  Reagm.  Official  Wliite 
House  Photographs,  a.  Elizabeth  Jones  shaking  hands 
with  President  Reagan  at  White  House  reception. 
November  9.  1981.  b.  President  Reagan,  Donna  Pope 
and  Elizabeth  Jones  in  Oval  Office.  April  39.  1982.  c. 
President  Reagan.  Treasurer  Donald  Regan.  Donna 
Pope  and  Elizabeth  Jones  in  Oval  Office.  Februarv  3, 
1983.  d.  President  Reagan  shaking  hands  with  Eliza¬ 
beth  Jones  in  the  Oval  Office.  December  22,  1988. 
Style  of  signatures  varies  ox'er  the  years.  2.  Five  First 
Strike  Press  Kits  as  follows:  a.  Three  Statue  of  Liberty 
First  Strike  Kits.  S5  gold  piece,  October  1 8.  1 985,  in- 
cludmg  the  signatures  ofjames  Baker  111.  Hawley 
Oakes,  Katherine  D.  tArtega  and  others,  on  one  ofthe 
programs;  decorative  invitation.  tActober  19.  1 986.  U. 
S.  Assay  Office.  San  Francisco.  CA  for  the  First  Strike 
ceremony  for  rhe  U.  S.  silver  bullion  coin.  b.  Press  Kit 
for  the  First  Strike  Gold  American  eagle  gold  bullion 
coin,  September  8.  1986,  included:  Elizabeth  Jones 
Ceremony  name  tag  ribbon,  c.  Press  Kit  for  the  First 
Strike  ofthe  1988  U.  S.  (.Alvmpic  Gold  Coin.  A  most 
interesting  and  intonnative  collection.  Veiy  Fine  con¬ 


dition  overall .  1 ,495 

Hofiecker’s  Personal  Medal 
Presidential  gold  medal  inscribed  1939  L.W. 


HtAFFECKER  ,1941.  Medals  such  as  this,  struck  in 
"coin  gold  '  (.999  tine),  were  made  to  gi\’e  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  president  ofthe  Americ.m  Numismatic  Association. 
Hoffecker.  who  seived  the  tenn  from  1 939  to  1941.  was 
earhera  major  promoter  and  distnbutor  of  various  com¬ 
memorative  coinage  issues,  notably  1935  (.Aid  Spanish 
Trail  and  1936  Elgin  issues,  ( 'iiiqKO.  ot  course — with 
Hoffecker  inscription.  A  centerpiece  for  anv  commemo¬ 
rative  exhibit  showcasing  "stories."  . 1.599 


CALIFORNIA  SMALL 
DENOMINATION  GOLD 

Round  Fifty  Cents 

1875/3  BG-1958.  Indian  Head.  Raritv-4.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Bright  prootlike  light  yellow  gold  with 
splashes  ot  toning.  Delightfully  crude  designs  are  likely 


21 


The  Coin  Collector  February  5, 2001 


ciuiR-lv  li.iiKl-i-Uiir.ivod.  An  oxioptioiul  \pci'iincii  of 
one  ot  tlif  prim.in-  Miull  i.ii,ini;o  (.iK-ubting  mediums 
th,ir  tillesi  the  vjcimm  tit'hjiKi-to-li.md  CidIiI  Rusli 
eommeree  .iloii^side  gnki  siust.  foreign  coins,  .md 
sm.ill  denommatum  .Mexican  and.  rarelv.  American 
pieces.  A  nice  association  piece  for  any  collection  of 
San  Francisco  .Mint  gold  coins  or  a  piece  that  will 
please  anyone  interested  in  ( itild  Rush  history,  -iri') 

Octii^orul  Dollar 

1853  BG-530  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-3.  EF-45 
(I'CGS).  A  nice  e.xample  of  this  desirable  t\pe  with 
head  st\ie  of  Libcrn-  reminiscent  of  the  federal  issues 
of  the  era.  Lustrous  olive-gold  surfaces .  65n 

1860  BG-H02.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-53 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  light  yellow  gold  with  reflective  sur¬ 
faces.  Simple  and  well-struck  designs  are  quite  simi¬ 
lar  to  contemporaty  one  dollar  pieces,  vet  with  the 
evocative  reverse  legend  C'.ALIFCIRNIA  GOLF).  A 
rare  denomination,  rare  format  specimen  from  the 
tail-end  of  the  Gold  Rush .  1.1')5 


PRIVATE  AND 
TERRITORIAL  COINS 


1849  Norris,  Gregg  &  Norris  S5  Gold 
Reeded  Edge 

1849  Norris,  Gregg  &  Norris,  San  Francisco  im¬ 
print  (struck  in  Benicia).  S5  gold.  Kagin-4, 
Breen-7790.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (N(iC).  A  bejutitiil 
specimen  witli  excellent  strike  anci  detail,  one  ot  the 
nicest  we  have  ever  hni^dled.  The  gold  coins  ot  this 
tlmi  are  attractively  designed.  The  obverse  features  a 
perched  eagle  adapted  from,  but  ditferent  from,  that 
on  federal  coins,  in  the  present  instance  with  the  nu¬ 
meral  5  on  the  bird  s  breast.  The  inscription  CALI¬ 
FORNIA  C;OLn  WITHOUT  ALLOY  surrounds. 
The  reverse  bears  the  notation  FULL  WEICiHT  OF 
HALF  EACiLE  around  the  outer  border,  a  ring  of 
stars  within,  enclosing  N.Ci  N.  SAN  FRAN¬ 
CISCO.  with  the  date  1S49  in  the  center.  Both  bor¬ 
ders  are  beaded,  a  nice  touch.  This  is  generally 
regarded  as  the  earliest  gold  coin  pri\ately  struck  in 
what  would  become  the  state  ot  California.  1 2.8(  M » 
Historical  notes:  TIk'  newspaper. 4 //.j  C^iilijornuf  noted  on 
Mav  ^  1 .  the  existence  of  **..  ..i  five-dollar  gold  coin 

struck  at  Benicia  C  aw.  though  the  inipriiu  is  San  Francisco, 
in  general  appearance  it  resc'inbles  the  United  States  coin  ot 
the  vnne  value,  but  it  bears  ti)e  private  stamp  i>f  Norris. 
(Jret^  Norris  and  is  in  other  particulars  widely  ditfer¬ 
ent.'*  Benicia  C  'ity.  located  offt>fSan  Francisci>  Bay  «»n  the 
water  route  tt>ward  Sacramento,  soon  gainetl  tame  as  a 
mantime  depot,  center  lor  the  N.uy's  Pacific  Squadrmi 
activities  in  the  area  and  alsi>  for  commercial  steamships. 

The  finn  was  earlier  (and  als(3  later)  located  in  New  York 
C  :ir\- where  the  principalsengaged  in  plumbing,  steamfitting, 
and  civil  engineering.  The  new  El  I  )i>rado  beckoned,  and 
certain  of  the  partners  headed  west,  while  others  "minded 
the  store"  and  kept  advertising  m  tlie  greater  New  Yt>rk 
area. 

(iidd  coins  of  tlie  Sis  demmnn.uion  were  subsequently 
made  in  several  vaneties  by  the  Norris,  (ire^  tS.  Norris 
firm  in  Cahfonha.  Three  ot  the  pieces  were  ass.iyed  by J.k. 
Eckfeldt  and  W.E.  Dubois  at  the  Philadelphia  .Mint  and 
showed  tinenessGs  of  STn.  ssn.  and  s02  thousandths,  and 
respective  intrinsic  g«»ld  valuesofS4.S.VS4..S*).andS4.‘fS3.  ■  * 
not  including  the  silver  alloy  (w  Inch  it  added  to  the  com¬ 
putations  wi3uld  have  given  them  eacii  about  .So.<i2.^  extra 
value). 

E.xamples  of  the  coinage  with  the  imprint  ot  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  were  made  in  large  quantities  and  circulated  exten- 
siwly.  probably  the  first  siuli  pnvate  issues  to  achieve 
popular  distribiUKin  in  the  region.  Varieties  were  made 
with  plain  or  reeded  edges.  A  \  ariety  imprinted  STcKlK- 
TC^N  is  unique. 

It  is  not  known  b\  w  horn  the  dies  were  cut.  but  a  smmg 
possibiliw  is  that  thev  were  produced  in  New  Yi>rk  betore 
the  partners  s.hled  tbrC!alitbmia.  It  was  the  usual  prinedure 
tor  intending  coiners  to  gti  to  the  gold  district  with  as  much 
equipment  as  they  could  bring,  tor  supplies  were  uncertain 
in  C'alitoniia. 

(1849)  J.S.  Ormsby  SIO  Gold  Rarity 
Only  Five  Known 

(1849)  J.S.  Ormsby  gold  SIO.  Sacramento.  K-2, 
B-7796  (this  is  the  Breen  plate  coin).  EF-45 

(PCGS).  Attractive  medium  yellow  gold.  Sharp  in 
some  areas,  light  in  otliers  as  struck:  these  pieces  are 
said  to  ha\  e  been  made  by  using  a  sledgehammer,  not 
a  coining  press.  So  far  as  is  known  (intonuation  cour¬ 
tesy  of  Donald  Kagin)  there  are  but  five  known  to  . 
exist:  ! .  The  Dupont  specimen,  stolen  and  presently 
not  accounted  for:  ex  A.  Reimers.  DeWirt  Smith. 
Cartwright.  F.C.C.  Bovd.  Verx*  Fine.  2.  Brand  speci¬ 
men.  ex  Bowers  and  Mcrena.  |une  19H4.  Lot  154(1. 

Ed  Milas.  Don  Kagin.  private  collection:  was  NCtC- 
35.  now  PCCiS  AU-5ri.  3.  National  Coin  Collec¬ 
tion.  Smithsonian  Institution.  4.  The  present  coin, 
ex  personal  collection  of  Augustus  Humbert,  to 
Capt.  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie.  to  Col.  fames  Ellsworth, 
to  |ohn  Work  (iarrert.  sold  by  us  in  1979  tor  The 
lohns  Hopkins  Universic\'.  (or  SI  5.  Speci¬ 

men  ex  Nevada  Collection.  Bob  Johnson.  Leo  A. 
Young.  Kenyon  Painter.  1973  ANA  Sale,  jack 
Klausen.  Don  Kagin.  private  collection:  NfiC  EF- 
45.  The  present  cirin  may  well  represent  a  once-in- 
a-lifetime  opportunirv  tor  the  advanced  connoisseur 

.ind  specialist . .  19S.(HHi 

J.S.  Ormsby  &:  Company 
ln.^pril  I  S.  ( >nnsb\  was  .i  mciiiKT  of.i  gr<nip 

<’f  adventurers  from  I’ennsvK  nn.i  who  headed  westward 
from  St.  lowph.  \lissinn  i.  w  here  Th)*Us.uidNoi  g«»ld  seekers 
had  L.imped  tt'  t.WMr.ible  sprng  ioiiditu*n'  Kloie 

Tr.wvliiig across  the  prune  and  vUser.  I.uids  it'  r  .ahtomia.  A 
new qs.iper  .ics'i'um  ii*»ied  ili.u  .o  oi  ^pril  14  the  parr, 
included  L.IV  t  >rinsb\  of  .M.iior  Wilh.mi  M.  t  >rmsb\  uti 
Peru;  t'cher  infi'rmati»»i)  iv't  giveiii.J.K.  Trumbull  '»»! 
Kentuckv); and  A.  \U  Lam. J.  Mo.its.J,  Sluiti.  M.L  I  letter. 

1  Mc.Mamis.  and.  Samuel  Stauffer  all  of  W'estnu'rclaiid. 
Peiiiisvlvama ).  The  t  'rmsb\  grt'up  w as « uittitted  with  lour 
w  .moils. each  draw  n  I"  'i\  iiuiles.invl  filled  w  ith  supplies  tor 


the  long  trek.  This  comiiigent.  along  with  many  others, 
was  "readv  to  move"  and  had  Iven  awaiting  the  arrival  «'f 
warmer  weather. 

PresumabK.  the  entour.ige  expenenced  many  ol  the 
ngt'rs  recorded  bv  »>therst»n  the  ( ialifornia  Trail,  although 
no  di.irv-  i'fthe  jtiunicy  has  Ix'cn  seen.  After  arrising  m 
( !alifoniia.  the  t  Innsbys  settled  m  S.u  ramento  and  opened 
an  ass.iymg.  refining,  and  lomiiig business.  J.S.  ( Innslw  sS 
I'll  K  Street.  M  the  time  S.uTamenU'  was  in  a  rapul 
st.ige  i'f  grow  th,  and  e.ich  week  brought  changes. 

Ormsby’s  Gold  S5  and  SIO  Coins 

Ormsby's  coins  t»ft  he  denominations  of. S.S  and  .Sin  bear 
no  tlate  and  have  as  part  of  the  design  the  initials  I.S.Cl..  a 
circle  of  stars,  and  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERK.'A. 
The  SS  deiu'minatit'n  bears  the  notation  ( 'AL.  Simple  in 
appearance,  these  coins  w  ere  struck  by  a  sledgehammer 
rather  than  a  coining  press.  Because  I'l  this,  even  higher 
grade  e.xamples  are  apt  to  lx*  lightly  defined  in  tuie  area  bur 
bold  m  another. 

Rather  than  Lx'ingused  as  a  substitute  tor  federal  coins  m 
general  ctunmerce  throughout  the  Cialitbnh.i  temtoiv-. 
probablv  the  (.  ^nnsby  ci»ms  sen  ed  as  a  convenient  way  tt»r 
regional  miners  toconv  ert  their  dust  ami  tiakes  it»  coins  that 
ci'uld  be  used  in  saUH>ns  and  gambling  places. 

Dr.  Light 

The  principal  workman  at  the  <  >nnsby  enterprise  was 
Dr.  William  W.  Light,  a  dentist  and  medical  practitioner 
who  had  Ci'ine  from  Bethel.  Cilaremont  t'ouim-.  tihii'. 
Light  departed  on  |anuar\  3 1 .  iS4‘E  reaching  C  California  in 
August.  In  the  Hi>tory  of'  Sihiiiinairo  (^oiiiiry  Wiiitield  J. 

I  )avis  noted: 

"He  found  employment  almost  immediately  with  the 
(.Irmsbvs.  whi>  liad  set  up  a  mint  and  were  coining  gold. 
Ni>t  knowing  lu>w  todo  the  annealing,  however,  they  w  ere 
making  bad  work  of  it.  and  w  ere  glad  to  employ  the  Dr.  at 
I  a  day  to  supx'rintend  the  work,  but  he  shortly  after  quit 
that  situation  and  went  mining." 

Light  later  went  from  mining  back  to  deiitistrs'  and 
advertised  extensively  in  Sacramento.  iiKluding 
counterstamping  "W.W.  LIGHT"  on  gold  coins. 

An  Early  Account  of  Ormsby 

Edgar  H.  Adamsquoced  an  article  which  appeared  in  the 
SiHi  lose  P/('»('(Tissue  i'fMay  5.  I S77.  written  by  an  idd-time 
C  Californian: 

Need  for  Gold  Coins 

"In  the  (lush  d.iys  t>f  ■4'>  gt>ld  w.is  so  plentiful  in  San 
Fmu  isci'.  Sacramento,  and  other  towns,  that  its  value  was 
not  readily  appreciated.  There  was  plentx  of  gold,  but  no 
coin.  This  was  the  basis  tifone  of  the  tirst  speculations  ot  the 
couiuiv.  in  the  general  rush  ti>  (California.  ci>nscquent 
uptm  the  diseoveiA’ofgold  at  Sutter's  s.nvmill.  among  other 
machineiy  brouglu  here  was  a  quantity  for  the  purpose  t>t 
coining  the  precious  metals.  Almost  ever\’  company  cross¬ 
ing  the  plains  or  rounding  the  Ht'rn  brought  with  them 
ample  machinerv-  for  this  purpose  ja  wild  ex.iggeration!| 
and  several  well-known  institmit»ns  t'f  this  kind  did  an 
extensive  business  in  San  Francisco. 

"The  singularlv-shaped  block  ofgranite  toimd  Lniried  in 
the  s.md  at  the  time  t'f  the  excavation  for  the  toundation  ot 
the  ( Calitoniia  .Market,  some  years  since,  w  hich  is  still  to  be 
seen  at  the  junction  t'f  Sumner  Street  with  the  market 
nearest  .Vli'iitgomeiv  Street,  and  which  exciteLl  s<»  much 
speculation  at  the  time  of  its  disL-oven-.  was  undi'ubtedly 
intended  for  this  purpose,  and  portions  t>f  iri'ii-wiirk  de- 
•  signed  for  similar  use  lay  within  a  few  years  past  seattereil 
.iboiit  various  ponions  t'f  Sacramenu'. 

The  Ormsby  Mint 

“A  private  mint  was  established  in  Sacramento  in  I  S4‘E 
and  continued  through  the  tblK'wingyear.  by  J.S.  ( >nnsby 
tS  CCi>.  The  ti'mpany  a'lisisted  of.Maj.  Oniisby.  who  was 
killed  bv  the  Indians  in  the  Winiicmucca  War.  famous  in 
the  earlv  annals  of  the  state  i>f  Nevada,  and  his  bn>ther.  I  )r. 
( Irmsbw  w  ho  some  vears  after  represented  the  C  .I'linw  of 
Sonoma  in  the  (California  Assembly. 

’  "This  establishment,  w  Inch  w  as  Kxated  on  K  Street. just 

below  the  site  ol  the  (ii'Ulen  Eagle,  did  an  extensi\e 
business,  the  miners  bringing  dust  to  be  coined  Umning  a 
line  and  .iwaiting  their  regular  turn.  The  gold  was  melted 
iiere.and  without  alh'V.  .is  it  came  fn>m  the  mine,  cast  into 
bars,  rolled  into  strips,  the  rt'llers  used  tor  this  puiyx'sc 
being  still  in  the  pi'sscssic'ii  of  Dr.  Light,  a  leading  dental 
surgeon  of  Sacramento.  wh<»  was  the  chief  oper.iu>r  ot  the 
establishment  at  a  salarv  ofS5(»  per  diem. 

"( Ct'iiis  t'f  the  denominations  ofS.^  and  S I  n  were  issued, 
stamped  with  the  name  of  the  proprieU'rs.  who  received  a 
ri'valrv  t>f.S4on  everx'  S2<»  coined  |(ll  )B  iu>te:  This  seems 
unlikelv|.  It  is  the  opinion  t>f  the  gentleman  named  as  the 
chieU'peratorofihect'uccrn.  w  ho  wasthe  melteraiul  aided 
bvan  assistant  rolled  out  the  bullion  and  struck  the  dies  with 
a  sledge  hammer,  that  the  crucibles  usL*d  in  melting  the 
dust,  and  w  Inch  liavc  long  been  buried  by  the  fiihiig  of  the 
street,  contain  a  large  amount  t'f  gold.  m»  wasteful  was  the 
operation  and  so  plentiful  the  precious  metals,  in  those  days 
which  constituted  the  flush  time  in  (California." 

Ormsby  Coins  Assayed  at  Philadelphia 

( Circa  I  S4*>- 1 S.Si i  several  dniisby  .Sin  cv'ins  reached  the 
Bhil.idelphia  .Vlint.w  here  the  pieces  were  U'undonaver.ige 
to  be  .S42  fine  and  have  an  intrinsic  value  t'f  at  least 
cents  bx'low  w  hat  San  Francisco  bankers  considereil 
acceptable  bullion  value  at  the  time,  although  there  is  no 
reast'ii  to  doubt  that  they  circulated  at  par  at  gambling 
lu'uses.  mercantile  estabhshmeius.  and  other  commercial 
locations. 

At  the  Mint  the  assayers  jacob  Reese  Eckfeldt  aiul  Wil¬ 
liam  E.  Dubi'isdid  not  know  the  origin  of  the  "JSO"  ctFins 
and  did  not  identify  them  specifically  as  Ormsby  pieces. 
Hi'wever.  Omisbv  must  have  been  confident  that  in  the 
active  citv  of  Sacramento  and  the  towns  it  ^er^iced  the 
initials  would  be  known  ti>  merchants  and  goM  traders. 
Accordinglv.  it  is  likely  that  few  siuh  coins  circulated 
I'utside  <'f  S.ierameiito  and  the  ni'rtheni  mining  district. 
These  pieces  were  probablv  seen  in  liKal  and  regional 
commerce  tor  the  next  several  \ears.  as  reflected  by  the 
wear  visible  on  extant  specimens. 

IVesuniabK  the  Ormsby  ci'ins  served  as  other  private 
gold  halfeagles  and  e.igles  i>f  1  S4‘(  ilid — at  the  fm>.  monte, 
and  rtuilette  tables.  In  S.icramemo  aselst'w  here  gt'ld  coins 
were  not  seen  in  evervday  ct'mmerce  until  circa  IS.^3. 

The  diarv  J'fjamcs  A.  IVitchard,  w  ho  left  Independence 
on  Mav  .V  I.S4*).  and  took  the  (!ahfoniia  Tr.ul.  rec('rded 
this  encounter  Oi  tolvr  12; 

"W  e  were  all  taken  sick  at  L.twsi'ii's.  I  miles  aR'\e 
s.Kramcnio  ( -uy.  .ind  we  h.ul  to  hire  a  in.m  to  dnvc  I'lu* 

w. igon  f  *r  Us.  «  >n  the  I2th  d.u  oft  >ct.«lxT  we  readied 

x. K'v.iinemi’ t  its  .uul  sold  »'ur  le.un  We  .ipphed  to  Drs, 
t  irni'ln  and  W  anuu  k  for  medic.tl  aid.  and  b\  ihe2'Khwe 
were  all  *'11  our  feet  ig.mi." 

1851  Humbert  Octagonal  S50  “Slug” 
Lettered  Edge,  “50”  on  Reverse 
185 1  Augustus  Humbert,  United  Stares  Assayer  of 
Gold,  California,  octagonal  S50  “slug.”  Lettered 
edge.  880  THOUS.  San  Francisco.  K-l,  B-7703. 


High  Rarity-6  or  Rarity-7.  “10  to  12  known.” 
EF-45  (EGGS).  A  lovely  spcviineii  of  the  classic  Cali- 
t'ornia  gold  coin — an  early  issue  "slug  ’  made  by  .i 
painstaking  hand  priKess  in  addition  to  die  stamping. 
Some  planchec  preparation  marks  and  normal  evi¬ 
dence  of  handling — for  such  pieces  were  (ront  row 
center  in  gambling  halls  ot  the  era.  Evers*  serious  col¬ 
lector  of  Western  numismatic  .Americ.i  will  want  to 
consider  tlie  ownersliip  of  this  historic  coin.  23.S(m» 
Technicalities 

The  edge  inscnpciL'ii  is  inverted  with  relation  to  the 
I'bverse.  this  being  the  usual  »'rientation.  jXSl  is  at  the 
o’clock  pi'sitioiUasview  ed  from  the  t'bverse).  A  U(  lUSTUS 
Is  at  the  7:3*  ►  pc'sition  (first  edge  panel  to  the  left),  etc.  ( In 
the  t'Lwerse  5«  >  is  punched  high.  ( In  the  reverse'  5<  K  fn'in  the 
s.une  tw  o-digit  punch,  is  oriented  ‘lo  degrees  to  the  nght. 

Breen  notes  that  .m  EF  specimen  brought  S22.otMi  in 
Anctu'ii  ’X2.  Lot  4SK.  .nid  notes  that  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  and  the  American  Numismatic  Stx'iety  e.kh 
hav  e  a  specimen. 

Historical  Notes 

hi  September  I  K.Sii  (Congress authorized  the  secretaiyol 
the  Tre.isiirv  to  ci'iitract  with  a  well-established  ass.iying 
business  in  (  Lilifornia  to  affix  the  stamp  of  the  United  States 
to  bars  and  ingt'ts.  to  assav  gold,  .md  assign  value  to  it. 
.MotKu  ('ompanv.  the  most  respected  of  the  San  Fraii- 
cisci'  ci'iners,  received  the  commissitin.  Appi'inted  to  the 
p<'sitii'n  of  United  States  .issayer  was  Augustus  Humbert,  a 
New  York  (nw  maker  i>f watch  cases,  in  preparation  for 
the  new  franchise,  in  late  Mi'fVai  (io.  curtailed 

nu'st  of  their  private  business  and  prepared  to  issue  ci'ins 
under  the  govennnem  cvnitnict.  New  premises  were  se¬ 
cured  »'n  Montgomerv*  Street  between  (  day  and  (  d'tnmer- 
cial  streets.  The  Doily  Altii  Ciilihnniii  published  this.ulver- 
tisL'inent  on  (.muarv-  2*1.  1 S5 1 : 

"UNITED  STATES  ASSAY  OFFICE.  We  give  notice 
that  I'll  itr  about  the  first  t'f  Februarv*  ensuing  we  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  gold  dust  ft'r  smeltingand  assaying,  and 
ft'nning  the  s,ime  into  ingots  and  bars,  in  .lecordancc  with 
OUT  recent  contract  with  the  Secretarv*  i»f  the  Treasury, 
authimzed  bv  .»ct  t>f  Congress  appnwed  September  MK 
IS.So.  under  the  supervision  v'fthe  United  States  Asxiyer, 
August  Humben.  Esq.,  who  will  cause  the  United  States 
stamp  ti'  lx*  affixed  to  the  siime.  MOFFAT  \  (!0." 

In  earlv  |.muah-  ixS  1 .  Augustus  Humbert  arrived  in  San 
FraiicisL-o.  Within  several  weeks  the  first  txtagonal  SSn 
gold  piece  bearing  his  stamp  was  sliovvn  to  the  press, 
probablv  in  the  form  t>fa  trial  piece  L^roughi  fnmi  New 
York.  The  Podf'iT  Xcirs.  Febniarv'  I .  I H3  I  noted  that  "the 
dies  for  this  purpose — the  striking  of  the  S5<  i  pieces — have 
been  procured,  and  the  first  coin  produced  by  them  was 
slunvn  us  yesterday."  it  is  unlikely  tliat  gold  S.Su  pieces 
were  stmek  in  San  Fraiiciscc)  by  Humbert  from  California 
metal  at  this  early  date. 

On  Febniarv  14,  IS3I  SiOiFuvhisioPriivsCdtm-iitcouumcd 
an  anicle  relating  to  the  S.^n  slugs,  indicating  their  regular 
prixluction  was  about  to  begin:  "TheabKweciurcprcst'nts  the 
obverse  I'fthe  United  St.itcsing^ >t.  or.  rather.  ct>in.  of  the  v  alue 
I'f .S5i  1,  alx'ut  to  be  issued  at  the  ( ioveniment  Ass.iy  ( IfHce.  It 
is  preeist'lv  i'f  this  size  and  shape —  The  reverse'  sule  bc'ars  an 
impression  i'f  raved  vvi>rk  vv  ithoiit  any  ins<.riptii>n.  Upi'ii  the 
eilges  folli'vving:  ■Augustus  Humbert  United  States  Asviyer — 
(^ilitimiia  Gi>ld  l«S5l.‘...  The  fifrv-dollar  pieces  will  Ix’  c'f 
unifbnn  value,  and  will  be  manufactured  in  the  same  manner 
as  Ci'ins....  By  order  I'f  the  sccretarv-  i'f  the  Treasiirv'  these 
ingots  and  ci'in  are  ti'  Ix'  received  ti'r  duties  and  i'ther  dues  ti> 
the  United  States  giiveniment.  and  our  banker.,  we  are 
.ulvisc'd.  will  receive  them  at  their  stampi.*ii  value.  This  will 
priHluce  an  impi>rtaiit  changv'  in  the  mi>nct.irv*  aflairs  here, 
gi'lil  ilusi  w  ill  immediately  gi'  up.  ami  as  a  necessary  ci'iise- 
i.juence  foreign  and  ili'iiiestic  lEistemj  exchange  vv  ill  be  at  a 
premium  5  to 

The  Doily  Alio  (Jolifornio  Ciimmented  i'li  the  new  .S.Sn 
pieces  im  Febniarv  21.  IS31:  "The  new  .Su-di'llar  gt'ld 
piece. .  .was  issued  bv  Mi'ftat  (  m>.  ycstenlay.  Abi'Ut  three 
liundredofthese  pieces  have  already  Ix'en  struck  off. ..  The 
Ci'in  is  peculiar.  Ci>ntaiiiing  I'lily  i'lie  face,  and  the  e.igie  in 
thecente'r.ari'uiid  vvhicii  are  the  Wiirds'UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERK-A.'  Just  i>ver  the  eagle  is  stamped  ".S,S7 
THOUS."  sigiiitxing  the  fineness  of  the  gi'id.  At  the 
Lx'iti'iii  is  stamped  "5n  DOLLS."  The  i'ther  face  is  i»rna- 
mented  with  a  kind  i'f  vvi'rk  technically  called  engine- 
tuniing,  Ix'ing  a  number  of  radii  extending  fri'in  the  ct'in- 
nu'ii  centre,  in  which  is  stamped,  in  small  figures.  "5n." 
.^r<'u^d  the  edge  is  stampL'd  the  name  i'f  the  United  States 
Ass.iyer _ " 

Edgar  H.  .Adams  lu'ted  that  it  was  snppt'sed  that  the 
varietv  with  the  letters  "1X7'  i'li  the  iibverse  and  ".^(  •"  i»n 
the  reverse  was  the  first  issue.  The  acci'unt  in  the  Doily  Alto 
CAlifoniio  wi'iild  seem  to  indicate  aiu'ther  vvrietv'.  (!i'm- 
menting  i'li  this.  Adams  vvTi'te:  "Si'  far  as  is  kiu'wn.  the 
varietv  with  the  "5< »"  in  tlie  ceiucri'fthe  reverse  has  alwrays 
beenacci'Dipanied  bvan  i'bvcrse  slu'vvingthe  letters  'I )  ( .. 

I  for  "I  li'ilars"  and  "('ents."  value  ti'  be  filled  in|  which  is 
still  believed  to  be  the  first  varietv-  issued.  But  acci'rding  ti» 
the  Alto  ('olifoniio  the  S.Sn  ingots  ilescribed  by  it  were 
stamped  ‘5«  i !  lOLLS.*  vv  hich  stv  le  i'f  i'bversc,  so  fir  as  we 
kiu'vv.  alvvavs  .icci'inpanies  the  reverse  with  the  i'lnit- 
tOil.  Ifi'ur  recollectii'ii  isciirreci.  thecut  in  the  Priir.<  (daiviii 
|a  reference  to  the  previously-qui'ted  arriclej.  slu'vved  the 
I )  (  7  varietv  .  Thereft're.  as  this  appeared  i>n  Febniarv  1 4. 
aiul  the  Alto  ('oli/ornio  acci'unt  on  Febnian-  2 1 ,  it  may  lx* 
that  U'th  varieties  <'f  obverse  were  struck  within  this 
perii'd.  and  that  there  was  such  a  varietvasmeiitiiineil  in  the 
latter  .iccount-  Hi'wever.  thcreisalsi'a  chance  fora  mistake 
i'll  the  part  i'f  the  new  spaper  writer,  espc'cially  if  Lv'tli 
varieties  iifSSn  ingi'ts  had  Ix'en  made  at  that  time.  Such  a 
tnfling  die  difference  vvi'uld  iu*t  be  apparent  to  him." 

The  later  vaneties  with  the  deiH'min.uii'nm.irked  "FIFTY 
I H  ILLS"  had  the  value  as  pan  i'f  the  die  and.  presumably, 
replaced  the  verv  earlv  issues.  Fri'in  the  preceiling,  it  seems 
rc,isi'n,ible  to  Ci'iiclude  that  the  ci'in  here  i'ffereil  was  p.irt 
i'f  the  gri'up  released  i'li  Febniarv  2ti.  lX.S  I .  and  that  later 
pieces  were  all  i'f  the  "DOLLS"  type.  !ii  the  first  i|uarteri*t 
IH5I  the  .Mi'ffat-Humbert  Ci'iners  pniiluceil 
wi'ith  i'f  pieces.  This  is  etjual  ti'  lo.^ton  SSo  picies.  It 
funlier  seems  reasi'iiable  tt'  assume  that  i*nly  a  few  of  the 
stvle  with  the  "><*"  value.  "SSn"  t»r  "SS7"  fmencss.  ami 
eiglit  edge  segments  hand  stampeil  w  ere  m.ule.  .ukI  th.ii  !.ue 
Fel'm.m  .md  all  March  pieces  were  t*t  the  ivpe  with  the 
value  .md  fineucsN  in  the  die  .md  with  reedcil  edge. 

.Minting  an  I8.S1  S.i0 

The  large  and  imprevsive  h  ttorul  • .  i*ms  m.ide  in 
Febni.in  Is5l  werecreued  bv  a  wn  ^omplii  .iicil  proi  cs^ 
mviilvmg  the  folKming  'cp.ir.ite  step'  oiue  the  pl.iiu  hci 

was  pr«»ilui  cd. 

Step  1.  The  »'b\erse  .md  reverse  moiifs  wcic  xi.impetl 
fi  i'in  .1  p.uri'fdiex.  These  ihes  h.ul  been  msde  m  .New  N  nrk 
Citv  bv  Humlvn  .md  brought  w  nil  him  t‘*t '.ihl«*rm.u  1  Ik 
I'bvei'C  tc.nure'  an  eagle  holding  a  shieKl.  peri-lie»l  "n  i 
ri'ck.  w  till  a  thin  nbN'n  iiiscnlxul  I  IBERl  ^  m  Un  Ivak. 
.•\b('ve  is.i  blank  nbU'ii  wii table  foniisi  npiu'ii  1  hedicM't 


A  Letter  from 
Jeffrey  J. 

Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

I  always  look  forward  to  receiving  The 
Coin  Collector.  Recently,  I  enjoyed  the  ar¬ 
ticle  on  B.  Max  Mehl.  From  my  point  of 
view  your  writing  is  educational  and  enter¬ 
taining. 

Until  recently  I  have  only  had  a  passive 
interest  in  history  and  art.  When  I  was  a 
child  I  collected  coins  and  it  was  great  fun; 
but  the  thrill  was  in  the  chase  of  each  coin 
not  the  learning  about  it. 

During  the  last  few  years  I  have  revived 
my  interest  and  have  a  modest  collection  of 
double  eagles.  My  approach  to  collecting 
now  is  that  of  a  collector/investor.  I  am 
fascinated  with  coins  as  an  artistic  expres¬ 
sion  and  as  a  piece  of  preserved  history.  My 
interest  in  history  and  art  has  grown  as  my 
interest  in  coins  has  grown,  this  being  dif¬ 
ferent  from  my  emphasis  in  my  early  days  of 
collecting. 

Yesterday,  I  was  speaking  with  Doug 
Winter  about  trying  to  find  a  book  that 
placed  coins  in  their  historic  and  artistic 
context.  He  was  very  helpful  and  recom¬ 
mended  Numismatic  Art  in  America.  He  also 
put  me  in  touch  with  Charlie  Davis  in  order 
to  locate  out  of  print  books.  As  Doug  and 
I  discussed  the  type  of  book  I  am  looking 
for,  he  was  fairly  certain  that  it  has  not  yet 
been  written  and  suggested  that  I  write  you 
with  a  description  of  the  book.  My  hope  is 
that  you  can  either  suggest  a  book  that  fits 
this  description  or  consider  the  idea  for 
publication.  Doug  also  suggested  that  this 
might  be  a  Dave  Bowers  project. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  novice  and  brief 
outline  of  the  kind  of  book  I  have  in  mind. 
Thanks  for  your  consideration  and  time. 

Kind  regards, 

[Jeffrey  j.] 


this  stvle  were  the  vvt'rk  uL  (diaries  C.ushiii^  Wright. 
Inseriptu'iis  t'li  these  patterns  as  well  .is  the  first  oftayt'ii.il 
inii{'tsprui.liu-etl  ibrcin  ulatitm  havesimplv  the  letters  D  ( ! 
DWT.  (  4<S.  It  vv.is  iiiteiuleJ  that  the  value  in  tlt'll.irs  ami 
eems  .mil  the  vveigiu  in  jvnnyvv eights  ami  ^ains  i  t'uM 
simplvLx'  stampeil  m  ihepl.ue  pn'viileil.  In  this  w  ay  inp»ts 
i)('S5h.  .SliHJ.  .S2i«L  <»r  any  »'ther  ilesireJ  Jeni'inination 
i-i'ulil  Ix'  pri'iliueil.  ilih’enni:  from  each  otheri'iily  bv  sizv. 
weight,  aiul  fineness,  but  nuorjxiratiiii:  ihes.mie  stamp.  • 
The  reverse  is  of  a  ^eometriv  "engine  tunietl"  Jesign 
similar  to  that  used  on  a  vvati  h  i  .ise.  aiul  reilei  ts  Augustus 
Humlx'rt’s  skill  as  a  maker  of  sueh  l  asos — one  ol  the 
oeeupations  he  haJ  tolliwveJ  in  New  Y«»rk  ( !ity. 

Steps  2-4.  The  finen'ess  was  haiul-stampeil  on  tiie  t'b- 
vvrse  with  three  separate  numeral  puiuhes.  Finenesses 
known  t«'  have  been  thus  applied  ineliule  SSn  <.i>  c)n  the 
spciinien  I'llered  here)  and  SS7. 

Step  5.  The  value  (.^<M  was  hand-stamped  on  the  I'b- 
verst'.  from  a  single  puiu  h.  This  punch  was  alst»  used  to 
stamp  on  the  reverse’  ol  some  issues. 

Steps 6-13.  In eisjit separate t'peraiionseac  hot  theei^ht 
ed^e  laces  was  stamped  with  a  loijv'ivpe  punc  h,  tlie  eight 
punches  reading  itic'Usc';  .■\L(  JUSTUS  HUMBERT 
UNITED  STATES  ASSAYER  iIFUdLD  CALI- 
F(  IRNIA  ISS I .  There  was  no  particular  standard  starting 
or  stopping  pl.ice  for  the  inscriptions,  am)  the  position  of  a 
given  part  of  the  inscription  vanes  with  relaiu'n  u>  its 
^x'sitii'ii  to  ilesign  elements.  .Mi'st  have  inverteil  inst  rip- 
tions  in  relation  to  the  I'bverse.  •  If  there  was  a  tavorue 
startingand  stopping  pl.iee  it  was  with  IS.S  1  m  the  (lo’eloek 
j'osuion  (as  viewed  from  the  t'bvvrse).  .ASSAYER  to  the 
left  in  the  7:.'n  jv)siiion.  ete..  c  ontinuing  the  msc  riptii'ii 
c  lixkw  isc'.  More  pieces  have  Ix'eii  seen  w  ith  this  arrange¬ 
ment  than  with  .inv  other — but.  as  noted,  there  seems  to 
have  Iven  no  nile  in  this  regard. 

Thus.  It  tiH'k  at  least  l.'stepstoc  rcMieoneoliliee.irlv.SSn 
pieces. 

Step  14.  riic  value  (An)  was  hand-stamped  on  the 
reverse,  from  a  single  punch.  Sonu  ot  the  early  issues  h.ul  the 
denomination  5«i  stamped  at  the  eeiitcT  of  the  reveisc.  a 
)  4th  step.  File  same  punc  h  was  used  as  lor  Step  A  abov  e. 

1851  Augustus  Humbert  S50  “Slug” 

880  THOUS.,  Reeded  Edge 

1851  Augustus  Humbert,  United  States  Assayer  of 

Gold,  California.  San  Francisco,  octagonal  $50 
“slug.”  Reeded  edge.  880  THOUS.  Medium  tar¬ 
get  on  reverse.  K-5,  B-7706.  Rarity-5.  AU-50 
(N(  JC).  A  vvrv  pleasing  coin  which  seems  to  Ix'alxnit 
(he  t\\  in  ofthe  Breen  plare  coin.  ILicli  yellovv-rosc'  gold. 
Excellent  definition  of  obverse  Ixirder  inscnptions.  .A 
ple.ising  e.x.imple  of  this  popul.ir  njx‘ . 1 4.f)5( ) 

1852  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold  S50  “Slug” 
887  THOUS.,  Reeded  Edge 

1852  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  San  Fran¬ 

cisco,  octagonal  S50  “slug.”  Reeded  edge.  887 
THOUS.  .Medium  target  on  reverse.  K-13,  B- 
7714.  Rarity--5.  AU-58  dR'(  is  .  .An  ineredibU  liigii 
cjii.ilirv  specimen  that  seriously  challenges  the  .Mint 
State  level.  Bngln  vellow  gold.  (Ine  ofthe  nicest  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled.  This' was  a  veiv  popular 
issue  m  its  nine,  and  sucli  pieces  circulated  the  length 
.ind  breadth  of  (.‘alif'orma .  24.()'iii 
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1849  Moffat  &  Co.  S5 

1849  Moffat  &  Co.  S5.  San  Francisco.  K-4,  B-7784. 
Rarity-5.  EF-45.  Vcr\' well  Mniek  .ind  with  little  evi¬ 
dence  ofcoin-to-coin  conwct;  j  specimen  th.it  is  in 
the  top  2il'Ki  of' siirviving  pieces  condition-wise. 
Breen:  "df'ten  in  low  gnides."  .  5.7oii 

1849  Moffat  &  Co.  SIO 

1849  Moffat  &  Co.  SIO.  San  Francisco.  K-5,  B- 
7781.  Fiigh  Rarity-6.  AU-50  (PCX  IS).  Bright  .ind 
with  .iinple  evidence  of  inint  lustre.  Some  pLinchet 
adjustment  marks.  An  e.xceptionally  high  grade  speci¬ 
men  ot'a  variety  nonnally  encountered  VF.  rarely  EF. 
A  specimen  that  is  in  the  top  |n"''i  of  siiniving  pieces 
condition-wise.  Breen:  "Often  in  low  grades.  "  Im¬ 
portant  as  the  first  Moffat  coin  and  also  as  the  first  pri¬ 
vately  minted  California  gold  coin  of  this 
denomination .  1 4.7.51 1 

1852  Moffat  Sc  Co.  SIO  Wide  Date 

1852  Moffat  &  Co.  SIO.  San  Francisco.  Wide,  un¬ 
even  date.  K-9,  B-7788.  Rarity-6.  EF-45  (NCC). 
The  obverse  design  is  similar  to  the  S 1 1 1  of  1 849.  but 
with  date  1852  and  from  a  different  hub  of  "Miss 
Moffat":  the  present  having  a  pointed  left  end  to  the 
neck.  The  reverse  is  a  copy  of  Charles  Cushing 
Wright's  eagle-on-rock  motif  made  famous  on  the 
1851-1 852  .S5l  I  octagonal  "slugs."  but  also  used  else¬ 
where.  The  inscription  264  CiRS.  CALIFORNIA 
COLD  /  TEN  D.  is  at  the  border.  The  ribbon  in  the 
eagle's  beak  is  inscribed  881 1  THOUS.  Rare  in  all 
grades .  9.8i)ii 

1854  Kellogg  &  Co.  S20 

1854  Kellogg  &  Co.  S20.  San  Francisco.  B-7917. 

AU-53  (NCC).  Obverse  and  reverse  designs  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  the  federal  design,  but  with  different  letter¬ 
ing.  These  coins  were  made  in  generous  numbers  in 
1 854.  with  the  result  that  an  estimated  several  hundred 
exist  today — most  of  which  are  below  the  present 
specimen  in  terms  of  preservation .  6.9(Ml 

1855  Kellogg  &  Co.  S20 

1855  Kellogg  &  Co.  S20.  San  Francisco.  B-7920. 

AU-55  (NCC).  The  1855  Kellogg  S2l  >  is  significantly 
rarer  than  the  1854  of  the  same  denomination.  The 
present  com.  a  lovely  AU.  is  among  the  finer  examples 
to  come  on  the  market  in  our  generation .  6.5i  H  i 

tfn  .May  I.  I8.5.t  .4/m  {‘.'.(/(/on/M  noted  tli.it  about  .S  1 .4 
inillion  was  the  largest  coinage  per  month  from  the  San 
Fr,incisct>  .Mint,  whereas  Kello^  8.  Cio.  t'or  many  weeks 
inatle  irtnn  Sta ).l H HI  to  .S8( l.( H H l  worth  oi  coins  per  t/a)'. 

1855  Kellogg  Co.  Round  S50 
High  Condirion  Census  Famous  Rarity 
Kagin:  “King  of  Territorial  Gold” 

1855  Kellogg  &  Co.  $50  round.  San  Francisco.  K- 
4,  B-7921.  Proof-63  (PCCS).  A  superb  specimen, 
the  finest  we  have  handled,  and  believed  to  be  the  sec¬ 
ond  finest  of  fewer  than  a  dozen  pieces  traced.  The 


round  1 855  Kellogg  A  Co.  S.5(  i  is  one  of  the  great  high 
points  among  California  gold  coins  and  has  a  fame 
reached  by  few  other  pieces  in  the  series.  Don  Kagin 
noted:  "This  is  one  of  the  most  popular  pnvate  gold 
pieces  and  is  called  the  'King  of  Territorial  Ctold."  as 
It  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  tlie 
pnvate  gold  series."  It  is  believed  that  only  I  1  differ¬ 
ent  specimens  exist.  Most  of  these  have  been  known 
for  a  long  time  and  were  probably  ongmally  made  as 
presentation  pieces  for  directors,  shareholders,  and 
other  interested  parties  (but  not  as  numismatic  speci¬ 
mens).  It  represents  the  capstone  of  the  Kellogg  coin¬ 
age.  indeed  a  fitting  and  dramatic  end  in  1855  to  the 
widespread  production  ofpriwitely  minted  California 
gold  coins.  The  obverse  depicts  a  female  portrait 
adapted  from  the  head  of  .Miss  Liberty,  but  with  the 
coronet  inscribed  KELLOCiC  A  Co.  Stars  surround, 
and  the  date  1 855  is  at  the  bottom.  The  reverse  has  an 
elegantly  engraved  perched  eagle  in  the  style  of 
Charles  Cushing  Wright's  1851  Flumbert  coinage, 
but  slightly  differently  executed,  and  with  the  ribbon 
inscribed  1899  CiRS  i  887  THOUS.  Around  the  bor¬ 
der  of  the  coin  appears  SAN  FITANCISCO  CALl- 
FCiRNlA  FIFTY  DOLLS.  The  fineness  of  887. 

1 1 II  l(  I  is  particularly  significant,  in  the  writer's  opinion, 
and  ni.iy  well  explain  the  coin's  rarity.  This  specimen, 
possibly  from  the  Virgil  Brand  estate,  was  sold  by 
Smith  A  Son.  Chicago.  March  12.  1941.  to  FrankJ. 
Hein,  who  died  on  March  6.  1949;  later  to  Kagin's: 
later  to  us . 2.39.1 11 M I 

1855  Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.  Round  $50 
1855  Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.  $50  round.  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  K-9,  B-7930.  AU-55  (NGC).  A  splendid 
specimen  that  stands  high  as  a  Condition  Census 
specimen,  one  of  the  top  finest  handful  graded  by  both 
leading  services  combined.  Well  struck,  iiuiiitliiif;  ,ir  the 
ivirnc  iViiler,  a  fairly  unusual  situation.  When  seen  the 
1855  Wass.  Molitor  S5i  I  is  usually  VF.  sometimes  EF. 
but  only  very  rarelv  AU.  Lists  at  .8 1 35.1  ii  II i  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  grade  in  the  (Uiidc  Book,  but  this  is  simplv  a 
theoretical  figure,  as  e.xainples  in  this  grade  might  not 
appear  in  a  decade!  The  Eliasberg  Collection  coin,  a 
piece  of  remarkable  quality,  was  graded  AU-.5II.  The 
present  splendid  specimen  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  the 
collection  of  its  next  owner .  67.5ilil 

Choice  1860  Clark,  Gruber  S2.50 
1860  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  $2.50.  B-7939,  K-1.  Rar- 
ity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lovely  lustrous  light  yellow 
gold  with  semi-prooflike  fields.  Superb  eve  appeal 
despite  typical  soft  central  stnke.  A  delightful  e.xample 
of  this  scarcer  date  ffoiii  this  first  Colorado  private  gold 
emission .  5.75ii 


PROOF  SETS 

1953  fis'e-piece  Proof  set.  Average  grade  Proof-64  to 
67 . .‘...1 .  229 


PATTERNS 


Choice  Proof  1869  Nickel  5c  Pattern 
1869  Pattern  five-cent  Piece.  Pollack-732,  Judd- 
684.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain 
edge.  Satiny  silver  gray  devices  and  mirror  fields. 
Cfbverse  similar  to  nickel  three-cent  pieces  of  the  era 
save  for  overall  larger  diameter .  1 .895 

Desirable  1869  Pattern  Dime 
Standard  Silver  Issue 

1869  Pattern  dime.  P-787,  J-708.  Rarity-5.  Proof- 

63  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  STANDARD  SIL¬ 
VER  issue.  Bright  and  lustrous  with  lightly  frosted 
motifs  and  mirror  fields.  A  sheen  of  pale  champagne 
toning  graces  both  sides.  A  lovely  Proofe.xample  of.i 
popular  pattern  issue .  1.575 

1869  Pollock-808  Pattern  Quarter 
1869  Pattern  quarter  dollar.  P-808,  J-727.  Proof- 

65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  reflective  surfaces  with  e.x- 
cellent  eye  appeal  and  frosted  devices.  A  beautiful  but 
unfortunately  never  adopted  design  and  a  piece  of 
coining  histors'  that  would  certainly  enliven  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  quarters  of  the  period .  2.495 

Popular  1859  Silver  50«:  Pattern 
1859  Pattern  half  dollar.  P-295,  J-239.  Rarity-5. 
Proof-62  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Bright  steel 
gray  with  splashes  of  pale  heather  at  the  rims.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  e.xample  of  an  impressive  design  rs'pe .  1 ,995 

Till  .iiul  ^t.ucly  head  of  Liberty  to  right,  o.ik  aiul  cotton 
wreath  in  her  hair,  ribbon  eiiibl.iztnied  with  LIBERTY 
around  her  shoulders,  tl.ite  below  .  Reverse  with  I  2 
1X1LLAR  within  wreath. 

Gem  1869  P-831  Half  Dollar 
1869  Pattern  half  dollar.  P-831,  J-748.  Proof-65 

(NGC).  Bright  reflective  surfaces  with  just  the 
lightest  hint  of  golden  toning  near  the  rims  and 
frosted  devices.  Superb  eye  appeal,  even  for  this 
grade .  2.695 

Gem  1869  P-839  Half  Dollar 
1869  Pattern  half  dollar.  P-839,  J-755.  Proof-65 

(NGC).  Lovely  pale  gold  toning  at  the  rims  encircles 
reflective  light  gra\’  surfaces.  Gbs'erse  design  a  bit  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  above  coin,  the  present  rare  varieo,' 
features  a  more  robust  Liberw.  A  desirable  and  su¬ 
premely  attractive  specimen .  3.295 

1879  Pattern  goloid  metric  dollar.  P-1822,  J-1626 
AU-51 1.  Very  light  sih'ers'  gray  surfaces  with  faint  gold 
toning.  An  attractive,  lightly  circulated  e.xample  of  this 

popular  pattern  issue .  1.295 

Attribucion  is  listed  .is  Bollock- 1822. Judd- 1  t)2t>.  Such 
.ittribution  is  for  the  goloid  .illoy.  howcs  cr.  this  ni.iy  be  the 
sih'cr.illoy  c.u.iIoguetl  .is  B- 182.3,  j- 1  ti27.  The  only  w.iy  to 
distinguish  betw  een  these  alloys  is  through  metallurgical 
testing. 


COUNTERSTAMPED 
_ COINS _ 

1 8i  17/6  large  cent.  Sheldon-273.  Counterstamped  on  the 
obverse.  Crossed  arrows,  with  crown  above  all  in  oval 


punch,  F-1.5 .  295 

Desirable  11854  Test  Date  Cent 
1854  cent.  N-16.  Test  date.  Date  Punched  three 
times.  AU .  2.495 


TOKENS,  MEDALS,  ETC. 

Hard  Times  token.  1833  Low-72.  Rarity-6. 
Francis  Brigham.  AU-50.  Cheapside.  New 
Bedford.  Massachusetts,  token.  A  lovely  specimen 
of  this  issue,  perennially  a  favorite  rarity,  depicting 
as  it  does  a  long  row  of  storefronts  in  this  whaling 
port .  I.II95 

Brigham  was  an  entrepreneur  and  engaged  in  pursuits 
ranging  t'rom  dentistrs'  to  retailing,  in  the  jaek-of-.ill- 
trades  stvle  of  certain  other  figures  who  were  memorial¬ 
ized  bv  tokens  and  other  ninnisinatie  items  (c.y. ,  Lewis 
Feuchtw.niger  .it  the  high  end.  Dr.  G.f  t.  Wilkins  at  the 
low  end). 

Hard  Times  token.  1833  L-73.  Francis  Brigham. 
Cheapside.  New  Bedford  token.  VF-3II.  From  the 

Ci.irrett  sale.  Lot  1 155 .  325 

Hard  Times  token:  1835  L-176.  HT-434.  Gustin  A 
Blake.  Chelsea.  Vennont.  AG-3  Copper.  Plain  edge. 
Retouched  reverse  die.  Soft  brown  surfaces .  439 

This  token,  rare  in  its  own  right  anil  even  rarer  as  one  of 
the  tew  e.irly  tokens  available  from  the  state  of' Vennont. 
was  struck  from  veiy  cnide  dies — w  Inch,  nunnsmatically. 
makes  such  pieces  .ill  the  more  desirable. 

1865J.A.  Bolen  Token.  1865,  Obverse  with  portrait  of 
Bolen  and  date.  Reverse  with  advertisement.  DIE 
SINKER,  etc.  Springfield.  Mass.  Considered  by  some 
to  be  a  Civil  War  token  because  of  the  date.  Issues  with 
the  Portrait  of  Bolen  are  somewhat  scarce.  MS-62 

1TB .  299 

Undated  (c.l854)  token.  Test  planchet  AU.  2.35ii 

Mexican  War  Palmetto  Regiment  Medal 
Mexican  'War  medal.  South  Carolina  Palmetto 
regiment  medal,  silver.  Lovely  iridescent  toned 
.Mint  State.  Awarded  to  James  Romedy.  Obverse 
with  luxuriant  palmetto  tree  at  center.  TO  THE 
PALMETTO  REGIMENT  in  separate  areas  be¬ 
low.  and  with  two  shields,  one  inscribed  1846  and 
the  other  1847.  leaning  against  the  tree  trunk. 
.Around  are  inscriptions  in  Latin  and  English.  Cen¬ 
tered  above  the  palmetto  is  an  American  eagle  hold¬ 
ing  a  ribbon  inscribed  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM.  The 
reverse  illustrates  a  tumultuous  battle  scene  with  a 
ship  nearing  shore,  while  soldiers  stream  foward  a 
church  and  castle  in  the  distance,  while  at  sea  ships 
discharge  cannons  with  voluminous  smoke.  At  the 
prow  of  the  ship  is  a  captain  holding  a  sword  in  one 
hand  and  the  palmetto  regiment  flag  in  the  other. 
.Surrounding  are  inscriptions  relating  to  places  of 
actio'n.  A  vety  handsome  medal  from  its  design, 
historical  in  its  importance,  and  beautiful  in  its  pres¬ 
ervation . 2.9811 

Washington  Inaugural  Button 
Undated  (circa  1789)  Washington  Inaugural  but¬ 
ton.  Cobb-21.  Rarity-?';  VG.  Four  to  five  known. 
Obverse  with  UNITY  PROSPERITY  A  INDE¬ 
PENDENCE  around  border,  within  which  is  en¬ 
closed  in  a  ring  a  radiant  sun  with  13  rays  each  pointing 
to  a  six-pointed  star.  Holed  for  suspension.  Traces  of 

shank  position  on  reverse .  2.995 

1789  Washington  cent.  Baker- 1 4.  Kennev-7.  Robinson 
copy.  MS-63  BN . .' .  379 

Washington  /  Confederate  Cent  Muling 
Undated  (c.l874).  Washington  Head  Confederate 
cent  muling.  The  only  one  struck,  this  is  an  "old 
friend"  and  was  featured  in  one  of  our  catalogues  de¬ 
cades  ago!  Recently,  we  bought  it  back.  According  to 
numismatic  tradition  this  was  made  by  or  for  Henry 
Chapman.  Listed  in  the  Fuld  reference  as  unique. 
Quite  possibly  the  \  er\'  rarest  die  impression,  original 
or  restrike,  otoiiy  1 86 1  Confederate  States  of  America 
coin!  Now,  you  can  buy  it  from  us  for .  24. Bill  I 

1792  Dickeson  Cent 

1792  Dickeson  “cent.”  MS-64  RB.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  "1792  trial  piece."  actually  made 
circa  the  1861  Is  from  an  embossed  revenue  stamp 
die.  Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson  was  the  pro¬ 
genitor.  An  attractive  and  perennially  interesting 
issue .  1 .795 

“Grand  Series  of  National  Medals” 

Events  in  British  History 
SilverProofs  in  Book-Style  Case 
1820  “Grand  Series  of  National  Medals”  published 
by  James  Mudie,  himself  an  engraver.  This  lovely  set 
of  large  silver  medals,  arranged  in  two  large  velvet 
drawers  within  an  ornate  red  case,  and  accompanied 
by  the  original  book-style  catalogue  listing  the  sub¬ 
scribers.  is  one  of  the  mostjaeiutiful  medallic  sets  we 
have  ever  offered.  Original  subscribers  to  the  set 
started  with  His  Majesty  King  George  IV  and  included 
many  other  luminaries  (see  notes).  The  set  showcased 
the  works  of  various  engravers,  who  cut  dies  for  sub¬ 
jects  suggested  by  Mudie.  the  engravers  including 
Brenet.  Dubois!  Mills,  Webb,  and  William  Wyon. 
among  others.  Each  medal  is  carefully  done,  from  dies 
with  excellent  detail  (each  is  a  treat  to  study  under 
magnification,  which  we  spent  a  pleasant  hour  doing). 
Proofs,  mimsr  finish,  some  light  handling  marks.  At¬ 
tractive  light  toning.  A  splendid  set  that  would  make 
a  tantastic  display  in  an  office  or  cabinet  of  curiosi¬ 
ties — the  latter  being  how  such  sets  were  displayed  in 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is 
pleased  to  offer  the  Official  Inaugural 
Medal  for  the  most  touch-and-go  elec¬ 
tion  in  American  history.  For  weeks 
on  end  it  was  uncertain  whether  it 
was  Bush,  or  Gore,  or  Bush,  or  Gore- 
then  finally  Bush.  It  is  a  scenario  we  all 
will  remember  for  the  rest  of  our 
lives. 

On  January  20th,  George  W.  Bush 
will  take  the  oath  of  office  and  be 
sworn  in  as  the  43rd  president  of  the 
United  States.  Now  you  can  share  in 
the  excitement  and  tradition  of  this 
historic  moment  with  the  Official  Bush 
Inaugural  Medals,  authorized  by  the 
Bush  Inaugural  Committee,  and  struck 
in  bronze  or  silver.  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  is  an  official  distributor  of 
these  medals— following  a  tradition 
that  has  dated  back  many  years  [we 
were  also  official  distributors  for  med¬ 
als  of  the  inaugurations  of  Clinton, 
Bush  (Sr.),  Reagan,  Carter  and  other 
presidents.] 


Here  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  we  had  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  seeing  several  of 
the  presidential  candi¬ 
dates  during  the  cam¬ 
paign.  Pictured  here 
(from  left)  are  John 
Babalis,  Chris  Karstedt, 
Andrew  Bowers,  Mel¬ 
issa  Karstedt,  and  Dave 
Bowers  with  George 
W.  Bush  while  he  was 
on  the  campaign  trail. 


Each  Inaugural  Medal  will  feature 
the  official  portrait  of  President  George 
W.  Bush  as  was  personally  approved  by 
our  new  president.  This  handsome 
medal,  executed  by  sculptor  Charles.  L. 
Vickers,  will  be  struck  by  Metalcraft 


Mint,  one  of  America’s  premier  pri¬ 
vate  mints.  The  reverse  depicts  the 
seal  of  his  office  and  an  appropriate 
inaugural  legend.  These  medals  will 
be  produced  in  strictly  limited 
numbers. 

Two  Beautiful  Styles  Offered: 

1.  A  beautiful  bronze  High  Relief 
Art  Medal,  70  mm  or  2-3/4"  in  diam¬ 
eter,  attractively  displayed  in  a  solid 
walnut  stand  and  housed  in  a  deluxe 
presentation  box.  A  certificate  of  au¬ 
thenticity  is  included.  Price  $48. 

2.  A  superb  .999  fine  silver  High 
Relief  Art  Medal,  70  him  or  2-3/4"  in 
diameter.  Not  since  the  inauguration 
of  John  F.  Kennedy  has  the  public 
been  offered  a  .999  silver  medal  in  this 
large  size.  From  1969  through  1997, 
the  70  mm  silver  medal  has  been 
reserved  for  special  VIP  gifts.  Now, 
for  the  first  time  in  40  years,  the 
public  can  enjoy  this  extra-large  trib¬ 
ute  to  our  new  president.  Each  medal 
is  serially  numbered  and  housed  in  a 
deluxe  presentation  box.  A  certifi¬ 
cate  of  authenticity  is  included.  This 
silver  edition  is  limited  to  only  5,000 
medals.  Price  $195. 

You  must  act  immediately.  Pro¬ 
duction  of  these  medals  will  be  strictly 
limited.  Call  our  toll-free  number 
1-800-222-5993  to  reserve  your  offi¬ 
cial  2001  Bush  Inaugural  Medal  while 
supplies  last.  You  can  charge  your  pur¬ 
chase  to  your  credit  card. 
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“Building  Wealth”  Revisited 


Our  recent  article  on  the  title  subject  in  The 
Coin  Collector,  No.  99,  stirred  up  a  lot  of 
interest,  and  we  received  over  two  dozen  letters 
(which  for  us  is  quite  a  few  in  response  to  an 
article;  often  we  get  oneor  two  letters,  or  none). 
Samples: 

From  Carl  L.R. 

Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

Just  a  short  note  to  let  you  know  that  I 
enjoyed  your  article  “Building  Wealth  vs. 
Enjoying  Yourseir  very  much.  It  was  so  true 
to  life. 

Being  a  retired  government  forester  af¬ 
ter  37  years  of  service,  I  will  never  be  a 
billionaire  and  I  don’t  want  to  be  one  either. 
My  wife  and  I  have  a  warm  house,  a  clean  bed 
and  food  on  the  table.  Most  importantly,  we 
enjoy  fairly  good  health.  We  certainly  enjoy 
living  every  day. 

Your  article  reminded  me  of  a  story  about 
a  man  who  was  walking  along  a  country  road 
and  to  his  surprise  he  found  a  litde  cloth  bag. 
Inside  the  bag  were  a  few  gold  coins.  Of  course, 
he  was  very  happy  with  his  good  fortune,  but 
ever  since  he  kept  his  eye  glued  to  the  road  in 
hopes  of  finding  another  bag  of  gold. 

As  a  result,  he  missed  the  beautiful  sunset 
and  the  rainbow.  He  missed  seeing  the  flight 
of  geese  overhead  and  the  wild  flowers  in  the 
woods. 

I  always  remember  an  old  saying,  “some 
people  know  the  price  of  everything,  but  the 
value  of  nothing.” 

Sincerely, 

Carl 

P.S.  Happy  New  Year  to  you  and  your 
staff. 

Bruce  B.  Writes  from  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

I  just  finished  reading  Issue  99  of  The  Coin 
Collector.  Your  article  entitled  “Building 
Wealth  vs.  Enjoying  Yourseir  was  outstand¬ 
ing— one  of  your  best  and  most  thought- 
provoking  efforts. 

On  page  7  there  is  a  list  of  comm- 
emoratives  that  were  ostensibly  issued  on 
the  “wrong"  dates,  and  in  one  instance  I 


think  I  can  explain  the  apparent  discrepancy. 
The  Korean  War  dollar  was  probably  issued  on 
the  38th  anniversary  of  that  conflict  in  order  to 
highlight  the  famous  boundary  between  North 
and  South  Korea— the  38th  Parallel. 

This  is  just  speculation  on  my  part,  but  per¬ 
haps  someone  out  there  can  confirm  my  theory. 
[Ed.  note:  Y ou  are  right;  this  was  the  reason  given 
at  the  time.  However,  how  38th  parallel  equates 
with  38th  anniversary  eludes  us!] 

Sincerely, 

Bruce  B. 


Denis  W.  Loring  Writes 

Dear  Dave: 

I  really  enjoyed  your  article  on  “Building 
Wealth."  I  think  that  with  far,  far  too  many 
successful  people,  money  becomes  a  way  of 
keeping  score,  rather  than  a  means  of  attaining 
possessions  and  experiences  that  add  pleasure 
and  meaning  to  their  lives.  I’ve  been  collecting 
for  45  years  now,  and  might  well  have  a  larger 
net  worth  had  I  put  more  money  into  Microsoft 
and  less  into  large  cents.  Bet  I’d  be  having  a  lot 
less  fun,  though! 

Sincerely, 

Denis 

A  Letter  from  Weimar  White 

Dear  Dave, 

I  thought  your  article  in  The  Coin  Collector 
12/11/00  contained  a  lot  of  useful  informa¬ 
tion.  It  is  interesting  how  you  show  that  one 
can  make  wise  investments,  especially  in  nu¬ 
mismatics  and  enjoy  the  hobby  at  the  same 
time.  What  more  could  anyone  want? 


Numismatics  is  one  of  the  few  free  mar¬ 
kets  still  available  to  collectors/'investors. 
This  is  one  reason  it  is  so  attractive.  Since 
grading  is  an  art  and  subjective,  this  fact 
keeps  the  authorities  from  trying  to  regulate 
our  hobby.  I  think  this  is  a  very  significant 
plus. 

One  area  which  needs  to  be  discussed 
when  it  comes  to  any  investment  is  how 
returns  are  expressed  or  calculated.  I  like  to 
see  the  data  given  in  constant  dollars  which 
shows  the  real  gains.  It  is  possible  to  show 
that  a  coin  has  a  gain  in  say  20  years,  in 
nominal  dollars,  but  when  constant  dollars 
are  used,  based  on  CPI  Statistics,  the  “gain” 
could  actually  be  a  loss.  Unfortunately,  few 
people  use  constant  dollar  statistics,  prob¬ 
ably  because  they  are  not  attractive  psycho-  ^ 
logically.  However,  the  truth,  as  I  see  it,  is  all 
that  really  counts  and  constant  dollar  re¬ 
turns  should  be  used. 

I  am  supposed  to  have  an  article  included 
in  COINage  magazine  in  February.  The  title  is 
“Are  precious  metals  the  bestform  of  money?" 

I  think  you  will  like  the  article. 

Best  regards. 

Weimar  White 

A  Letter  from  M.G. 

Dear  Dave: 

I  really  enjoyed  your  “Building  Wealth”  ar¬ 
ticle.  I  am  also  an  avid  fan  of  your  “Joys  of 
Collecting”  column  in  Coin  World,  and  I  con¬ 
gratulate  you  on  the  announcement  that  it  is 
one  of  their  best-read  features  and  is  being 
expanded.  Now,  you  will  have  to  find  time  to 
write  it! 

I  suggest  that  you  reprint  or  use  your 
“Building  Wealth”  article  in  Coin  World  as 
part  of  your  column.  I  imagine,  but  do  not 
know,  that  Coin  World  has  more  readers 
than  your  Coin  Collector  does,  and  in  that 
way  more  people  will  benefit  and  take  pause 
from  your  words. 

M.G. 

P.S.  I  simply  love  the  coins  I  get  from 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries!  If  I  had  all  the 
money  in  the  world  I  would  send  you  an 
order  every  day! 


anintn'  liouses.  or  own  joliii  AlLiii  s  towii- 

liouM-  ill  Now  York  Cit\-,  Iik  IikIcs  4u  inoikiK.  41.1 
mm.  tMili.  r\vo  drjvwro.  tittcd  o.iso  witli  gold  omhcnv- 
iiig  on  oowr.  .md  original  .Koompanying  bound  cata¬ 
logue  or  book .  l'.)..Siiil 

Trio  of  desirable  1876  Danish  medals.  Baker- 
426A.  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Weight:  I'M  11.6  grains. 
Diameter:  52./  mm.  Proof.  Rich  cboctilate  brtiwn 
surfaces  with  traces  of  gold,  russet,  aiici  blue  toning 
in  the  fields.  Reflective  obverse  fields,  while  the  re¬ 
verse  is  more  satiny  with  subdued  luster  •  Bullets- 
426  for  rs-pe.  (lilt  bronze  (unlisted  in  Baker).  Plain 
edge.  Weight:  1(166.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm. 
Proof  Bright  golden  surfaces  with  pleasing 
reflectivity  in  the  fields.  The  devices  are  bold  and 
satiny.  Some  Light  hairlines  are  noted  •  B-426B. 
White  metal,  plain  edge.  Weight:  771.8  grains.  Di¬ 
ameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof  Brilliant  surfaces  with 
deeply  mirrored  fields  presenting  a  strong  cameo 
berween  being  the  satiny  silver  devices.  A  lieaiitiful 
threesome  counted  by  some  among  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  Washington  medals  of  their  era.  Stuck  for  the 
1 876  C.entennial  E.xhibition.  1  )esigned.  prepared  and 
published  by  Danish  men.  F.  Schmahlfeld.  H. 

(fplilrik.  and  V.  Chnstesen .  1.1 5ii 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  C  irca  1 66i  i.  our  pre¬ 
decessor  tinn.  Empire  Coin  Company.  Inc.,  commis¬ 
sioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known  Rochester.  NY. 
die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens  tor  us.  The  appro.xi- 
mate  size  of  a  United  States  large  cent  of  the  176.5- 
1 857  years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each  token  depicts 
on  the  obverse  the  famous  l.M.MUNIS  COLUMBIA 
motif  taken  from  the  1786-1787  copper  coinage. 
"Columbia"  being  a  representation  of  "America." 
The  reverse  depicts  an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch 
and  is  derived  from  the  design  used  on  the  rare  1765 
U.S.  .85  gold  coin.  E.'camples  are  with  "antiqued"  fin¬ 
ish  as  made.  Dave  Bowers  discowred  a  little  box  full 
of  these.  Each  86,65.  25  tor  .  146 


CANADIAN 


Catiadian  One-Cetit  Pieces 


Full  Red  1876-H  Specimen  Large  Cent 
1876-H  Specimen-65  RD  (PCXiS).  Full  coppers-  red 
faded  in  areas  to  violet.  Los’ely  frosted  devices  and 
heavily  mirrored  fields  with  few  blemishes.  A  desir¬ 
able  and  attractive  specimen  free  of  the  ts'pically  seen 

impainnents .  4.465 

1646  Specimen-64  RD  (I’CCS).  Brilliant  red  with 

deeper  highlights  on  the  king’s  portrait .  265 

1 646  SP-64  RB  (PCX'tS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  with 

obverse  cameo  contrast .  255 

1646  SP-65  RD  (PCCiS).  Brilliant  red  ssith  strong  eye- 
appeal .  165 

1646  SP-65  ILB  (PCCiS).  Highly  lustrous  red  and 

brown .  126 

1647  Maple  Leaf  SP-65  1U7  (PCC.S).  A  brilliant  red  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  issue .  565 

111  1648.  after  liulia  gained  its  independence  from 
Creat  Britain,  the  Royal  Mint  in  tngland  produced 
back-elateel  dies  for  all  the  denominations,  cent  through 
dollar,  that  featured  a  maple  leaf  .tfter  the  date.  The 
maple  leaf  signified  that  the  coins  were  struck  in  1648 
from  |647-d.ited  dies  that  still  carried  the  titulature  LT 
INI)  l.MP  (".iiui  Lniperor  of  liirlia").  Later  in  1 648.  new 
1 648-dated  dies  were  delivered  to  t  )ttawa  with  the  now 
meaningless  FT  INI)  I.VIP  remiwed  from  the  design. 
The  actual  1 648-d.itetl  coinage  oft  i.mada  has  producetl 
key  dates  in  all  the  slenominations  as  a  result  of  the  late 
arrival  of  the  1648-dateil  dies,  as  production  runs  were 
short  at  the  end  of  1648. 

1948  SP-65  RD  (PCifiS).  Brilliant  red.  .An  important 

date.  lUire  so  fine .  575 

1646  SP-64  PJB  (PCCiS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. 246 

Cunaduni  Five-Cent  Pieces 

1646  SP-65  (PCCIS).  Highlv  brilliant  with  a  touch  of 
frostv  cameo  contrast.  A  Pleaser .  265 

1646  SP-64  (PCCiS 1 .  165 

1647  Maple  Leaf  .MS-6()  (PCCIS).  Satiny  and  lustrous 

with  strong  eye  appeal .  265 

1951  Nickel  Ciommemorativc.  SP-66  (PCCiS).  A 
bright  and  reflective  beaiin-.  Stinck  to  commemorate 

the  isolation  of  nickel  as  a  metal  in  1751 .  465 

1651  Nickel  Commemorative.  SP-65  (P(f CIS).  ..  265 
1651  Nickel  Commemorative.  SP-64  (PCCiS).  ..  1.5ii 

Canadian  Ten-Cent  Pieces 

1646  SP-65  (PCCiS).  Modest  cameo  contrast  and  a  hint 
of  lovely  golden  toning .  575 

1646  SP-64  (PCCIS).  Brilliant  with  a  splash  offrost  at  the 

centers .  255 

1947  Maple  Leaf.  SP-67  (PCCIS).  A  superb  gem  of  the 

highest  order.  Frosts’  motifs  and  mirror  fields  lend  dra¬ 
matic  contrast  and  superb  eye  appeal .  565 

1647  .Maple  Leaf  SP-66  (PCCIS).  Delightfully  bnlliant 

and  aestheticallv  appealing .  565 

1647  SP-6.5  (PCCIS) . ' .  565 

1948  SP-67  (PCCIS).  Superb  brilliance  in  the  mirror 
fields  and  lightlv  frosted  design  elements  make  tor  an 
extremelv  lovely  combination  of  physical  qualirs  and 
aesthetic  appeal.  .A  popular  key  date  (in  evers'  denomi¬ 


nation) .  6.5(1 

1648  SP-66  (PCCIS).  Intense  lustre  and  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 

165(1  SP-65  (PCCIS) .  365 


Canadian  Twenty-Fine  Cent  Pieces 

1936  MS-64  (PCCIS).  Satiny  surfaces  display  a 
high  degree  of  lustre  and  rich  golden  toning 

highlights . 465 

1946  SP-66  (PCCIS).  From  the  John  J.iy  Pittman  Collec¬ 
tion.  a  proven  pedigree  tor  outstanding  qualirs'.  A  su¬ 
perb  Specimen  strike,  with  frosts  motifs  and  deep 


mirror  fields  imparting  blazing  cameo  contrast.  Seldom 

seen  so  tine .  656 

1946  SP-65  (PCCIS).  Absolutely  choice  for  the 

grade  1 . 575 

1948  MS-67  (PCCIS).  A  frosty  beauty  with  heavily 
prootlike  fields.  An  important  key  date  within  the 
denomination.  .Among  the  highlights  of  this  special 
group,  particularly  where  quality  and  appeal  are 
concerned.  We  have  a  small  number  of  these,  some 


brilliant,  and  others  that  are  delicately  toned  with 
gold  and  amber  highlights  at  the  rims.  Take  vour 

Pick: . ^...- . ....665 

1648  .MS-66  (PCCIS).  Brilliant  with  lively  cameo  con¬ 
trast .  45(1 

1646  SP-64  (PCCIS) .  565 

1950  SP-66  (PCCIS).  A  hint  offrost  adorns  the  motifs 
of  this  delightfully  brilliant  gem .  565 

Canadian  Half  Dollar 

1949  SP-65  (PCCIS).  Brilliant .  665 


Canadian  Dollar 


Lovely  Specimen  1948  Voyageur  Dollar 


1948  SP-64  (PCCIS).  Brilli.int .  2.665 

1646  PL-<)6  (PCCIS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous .  146 


Canadian  Fine  Dollar  Gold 

1912  MS-64  (PCCIS).  Choice  niedium  yellow  gold 
with  olive  highlights  and  full  mint  lustre.  .A  lovely 
example  of  the  t\-pe  and  date .  1 .  1 75 

1912  MS-63  (PCCIS).  .Medium  yellow  gold  with  olive 
highlights  and  excellent  lustre,  sharply  struck.  .  (i7.5 

1913  MS-63  I  PCCIS).  .Medium  yellow  gold  surfaces 

with  olive  and  copper  highlights  and  superb  lustre. 
Excellent  eye  appeal .  Ci7.5 

Canadian  Ten  Dollar  Gold 


Choice  1913  Canadian  SIO  Gold 
1913  MS-63  (PCCIS).  Lustrous  .md  beautiful.  Not  easv 
to  find  so  clioue: .  2.2.5i  ( 


WORLD  COINS 

1615  Finland  In  Markka.!.  .MS-C)(i  (NCIC).  KM-8.2. 
Pleasing  light  vellow  gold  with  reflective  lustre.  Only 
56(i,i  II II I  were  struck .  185 


1788  Mexico  8  Escudos  or  “Doubloon.”  KM- 
156.2a.  Portrait  of Charles  III.  Light  yellow  gold. 
A  very  nice  example  of  the  date,  mint,  and  type. 


EF-45 . 65(  I 

1875  Netherlands  inCI  .MS-(.4  (NCIC) .  126 


MISCELLANY 


Impressive  “Wheel  of  Fortune”  Casino  Device 
Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  \  ertical  "wheel  of  for¬ 
tune  "  made  by  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in  the  2i(tli 
centuiy — -Just  the  son  of  device  that  would  have  been 
used  in  a  casino  in  Reno,  or  high  in  the  Rocky 
.Mountains.  The  wheel,  about  six  feet  in  diameter,  is 
on  its  own  stand  and  is  displayed  in  a  vertical  posi¬ 
tion.  The  wheel  is  ornamented  with  numbers  (re¬ 
sembling  dice  faces)  and  mirrored  panels  and  is  a  ven- 
impressive  ensemble.  We  came  across  this  in  an  an¬ 
tique  shop  in  Massachusetts  (where  it  still  is),  wrote 
a  check  for  it  on  the  spot,  and  now  offer  it  for  sale. 
In  many  years  ofbeing  interested  in  antique  gambling 
devices,  we  ve  encountered  only  one  other  tor  sale. 
B.isicallv  "original"  condition,  not  repainted,  altered, 
or  anything  else.  Needs  a  few  touches,  but  is  essen¬ 
tially  pristine.  .Ask  for  a  photo!  Offered  f  o.b.  .Mas¬ 
sachusetts .  5.45(1 

Silver  Pitcher  by  Coiner  Brasher 
Silver  cream  Pitcher  made  by  Ephraim  Brasher 
and  Counterstamped  twice  (EB  oval),  by 
Ephraim  Brasher,  the  famous  New  York  Cits'  silver¬ 
smith  who  supplied  tine  ware  to  George  Washing¬ 
ton.  among  other  clients,  and  who  is  numismatically 
remeinbered  for  Ins  famous  1787  Brasher  doubloons. 
The  present  pitcher  is  in  superb  condition,  having 
been  carefully  cared  for.  It  measures  5-1  2  inches 
high  on  a  square  base  measuring  2-1  2  per  side. 
There  is  silver  beading  around  the  top  of  the  pitcher 
and  where  the  round  bottom  ofthe  pitcher  meets  the 
square  base.  On  the  front  is  the  monogram  script  .AB. 
for  the  recipient .  .5.65(1 

i  It  er  die  years  «e  have  h.ul  only  a  lew  siK  er  pieces  hs 
Br.tsher  iiu'liKliiigseseral  spoons.uKl.ye.irs.igo.  a  sen.  nue 
pits  her.  The  preseni  is  m  e.xtr.nirsliiiars’  s  t'iisliiistn  .nisi  ot' 
eMr.iorslinars  iiiiportaiise.  svrtainis  a  tine  asIsliiuHi  tsians 
sabniet  isfearlv  .Anienc.ni  s'oiiis. 

1642  "experimental  cent"  related  pieces;  In  1642  the 
United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a  suitable 
replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Being  a  strategic 
war  material,  copper  was  m  high  demand.  Replace¬ 
ment  material  required  various  properties  to  simu¬ 


late  copper  as  closelv  as  possible.  Brivate  companies 
were  contacted  to  explore  materials  as  diverse  as 
plastic  and  glass.  Special  dies  were  prepared  tor  use 
in  the  testing  process.  The  firms  involved  provided 
sample  planchets  which  were  struck  with  these  dies. 
We  were  fortunate  to  acquire  a  small  quantitv  of 
plastic  "planchets"  or  disks  which  were  left  over 
from  one  ofthe  private  companies  involved.  We 
have  two  different  types  of  material;  general-pur¬ 
pose  phenolic  resin  is  very  dark  brown,  weighs 
I  ( i.5(  I  grains  and  has  six  concentric  circles  raised  on 
each  side.  (4li  pieces)  The  Urea-formaldehyde  plas¬ 
tic  is  olive  and  w  eighs  |ii.76  grains.  These  also  have 
six  raised  circles  on  each  side.  (In  pieces)  Order 
either  type,  each  for .  56 


CURRENCY 


“Gem”  Sheet  of  Fractional  Currency! 

1st  Issue,  “Postage  Currency”  5  Cents 
Original  uncut  sheet  (20  notes)  of  Five-Cent  Frac¬ 
tional  currency.  1st  issue.  Postal  Currency.  Crisp 
Uncirculated.  .A  splendid  sheet,  with  the  five-cent 
deiuiniination  being  made  from  the  contemporary 
five-cent  postage  stamp  design.  This  is  one  ot  the  nic¬ 
est  we  have  handled  in  our  experience — which  dates 
back  to  well  over  4ii  vears.  There  are  full  margins  on 
both  sides.  This  very  attractive  sheet  would  make  an 
ideal  display  item  if  framed;  it  is  carefullv  placed  be¬ 
rween  two  sheets  of  Lucite .  4.6.5ii 

Pels  "rebus  Puzzle  ”  note  as  featured  in  R.m  C'.oiii  Rcriar 
No.  1 25.  this  being  the  one  we  purchased.  Crisp  Un¬ 
circulated .  575 


Don’t  miss  our  book 
specials  and 
current  titles 
on  the  back 
page  of  this 
issue  of  The 
Coin  Collector! 
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Books  for  Sale 

-Special  Discount  Prices' 

This  Week’s  Book  Specials 

So  further  discounts  apply. 

Prices  do  not  include  shipping  and  handling. 


Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  DtU’id  l\'.  L.vi^e 


Coin  World  Almanac 

By  The  Staff  of  Coin  World 


This  second  edirion  is  more  complete  then 
ever,  with  illustrations  of  each  date  and  mint- 
mark  and  infonnation  on  the strikingduinKreristics 
of  each  issue.  If  you  hke  Buffalo  nickels  you'll 
love  this  book.  198  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-106A. 

List  $36.95 

Special  Price:  $29.50 

The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  W.  Lange 


This  is  probably  the  most  compact  source 
of  infonnation  you  can  find  anywhere!  Rari¬ 
ties,  coinage  laws,  market  history,  descnptions 
of  mints,  paper  money,  grading  and  more. 
Chapter  by  QDB.  699  pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  CWA-250. 

List  $20.00 

Special  Price:  $16.00 

Medallic  Portraits  of 
Washington 

By  Russell  Rnlati  & 

George  Fidd 


Everything  you  need  to  know  about  this 
series.  Highly  acclaimed  and  with  enough  in- 
fonnationfor  two  books!  392  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-107. 

List  $43.95 

Special  Price:  $32.95 


This  second  edition  covers  Washington  coins, 
medals,  tokens,  plaques .  and  badges  issued  fi-om 
1783  to  present,  with  photos,  descriptions,  and 
pricing  in  three  grades.  432  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-555. 
List  $34.95 

Special  Price:  $26.20 


Everybody  loves  a  discount,  and  if  you  are  a  book  buyer,  you  have  come  to  the  right  place.  Pick 
out  the  titles  you  want,  and  no  matter  what  the  size  of  your  order,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  top! 
Or,  if  your  order  totals  $1 00  or  more  list  prices— not  hard  to  do  with  all  of  the  good  titles  we  offer- 
take  a  generous  20%  discount!  This  is  our  way  of  helping  you  build  your  library,  helping  you  gain 
knowledge,  and  helping  you  enjoy  numismatics.  Each  and  every  book  is  guaranteed  to  please  you 
100%,  or  it  can  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt,  and  an  instant  refund  will  be  given. 


Order  it  Today,  Enjoy  it  Tomorrow! 


Select  the  coins  you  want  to  buy. 

Call  Gail  or  Debbie  in  our  Direct  Sales 
Department  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 

Charge  your  order  to  Visa, 
MasterCard,  AMEX,  or  Discover/ 
Novus  or,  if  you  have  established  credit. 


ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will 
need  your  street  address  (not  box  ad¬ 
dress)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This 
service  is  free  (upon  request)  for  or¬ 
ders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for 
orders  under  $500. 
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Discount:  10%  on  orders  up  to  and  including  SlOO/20%  on  orders  over  SlOO 

Postage  (book  rate)  S3.50  for  orders  up  to  S50  PLUS  10%  over  that  amount 

Total  of  Order 

How 

To 

Order 


^  By  Mail:  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
^  By  Telephone:  Toll  free  (800)  222-5993  ' 

(In  New  Hampshire  569-5095) 

^  By  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 
^  By  e-mail:  directsales@bowersandmerena.com 
^  On  the  internet:  www.bowersand merena.com 


KEEP 

The  Coin  Collector 

COMING! 


TERMS  OF  SALE 

^  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine. 

30-day  return  privilege  (7  days  for 
certified  coins). 

Photograde  and  ANA  grading. 

^  Visa,  Mastercard,  American 
Express,  and  Discover/Novus  accepted. 

^  Please  add  S5.00  postage  on  all  or¬ 
ders  under  S500.00. 

For  overnight  dehvery  of  coins  via 
Federal  Express,  order  before  1  p.m. 
Eastern  time.  Free  on  orders  ofS500  or 
more;  S 10  on  orders  under  S500. 

As  hard  as  we  try  to  make  sure  that  no  errors  oc¬ 
cur  in  this  newspaper,  sometimes  things  can  slip  by. 
'We  are  not  responsible  tor  any  typographical  errors 
m  prices  or  otherwise. 


Do  you  want  to  receive  the  next 
issue  of  The  Coin  Collector?  If  the 
answer  is  YES,  simply  do  one  of 
the  following: 

□  Order  S25  or  more  worth  of  items 
from  this  issue,  and  the  next  few  issues 
will  come  your  way.  (If  you  have  al¬ 
ready  ordered  from  any  of  the  four 
previous  issues,  you  will  automatically 
receive  copies.) 


□  Send  S29  for  a  full  year’s  subscription 
to  The  Coin  Collector  AND  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  America’s  leading  rare  coin 
magazine  (six  issues,  list  price  SlO  each). 
A  value  of  over  S90. 

□  Send  SI 45  for  a  full  year’s  subscription 
(domestic  subscription)  to  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena  pubhcations  including  The  Coin  Col¬ 
lector,  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and  five  of 
our  Grand  Format  ‘  coin  auction  catalogues, 
a  value  ofover  S300  if  pure  based  separately! 


Yes!  CC  #103 

□  Please  send  The  Coin  Collector  ns  well 
as  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  ($29) 

□  Please  ierid  a  full  subscription.  ($145) 


Name 


Address 

Ciw  State  Zip 

Return  to: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Publications  Dept. 
Box  1224 

■Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

I’ve  enclosed  my  3  Check  □  Money 
Order  or  charge  to  my  (check  one) 
riVisa  ri  MC  Tl.^niE.s  Discover  Novus 


Credit  Card  Number  Exp.  Date 


